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Master of Education (Primary)
Course Code Course Title Course Synopses AU
MED900 Educational Inquiry This course introduces participants to the fundamental processes involved in 

conducting research such as formulating research questions, writing a review 
of the literature by synthesizing empirical studies, understanding various 
methodological approaches, collecting and interpreting research data. 
Participants in this course will have opportunities to develop the skills, 
knowledge and strategies needed to read, interpret, and evaluate the quality 
of research reports. In addition, participants will gain a critical understanding 
of quantitative, qualitative, and combined research approaches.

4

MED902 Integrative Project This capstone course requires participants to identify an education issue which 
forms the focus of inquiry, locate and read the most relevant literature to 
generate suggested potential solution to address the problem. The solution 
should show evidence that they are able to take the available information and 
restructure it in an appropriate way to deal with the issue.
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MPS901 Curriculum: Theories and Issues The field of curriculum is characterized by a vigorous debate and a plethora of 

compelling arguments. This introductory course invites participants to 
examine major issues and debates in the field of curriculum studies, and to 
bring these ideas to bear on curriculum developments in Singapore. The 
course is structured around the following fundamental questions: How do we 
understand curriculum and the work it does? What knowledge is of most 
worth and what should schools teach? How should this be taught and for what 
reasons? How does the curriculum reflect a societys understandings of its past 
as well as visions and aspirations? Participants will be introduced to historical 
development, socio-economic assumptions, challenges of globalization and 
the implications of these and other factors on curricular reforms. As 
participants consider various approaches to exploring these questions, these 
insights will also guide their study of key curriculum issues in Singapore. The 
latter include the purposes of education, selection and organization of 
knowledge, access to knowledge, and methods of delivery in an increasingly 
global context. These analyses will be done in relation to both theory and 
practice, and with references to implementation issues in schools and 
classrooms.

4

MPS902 Children Cognitive Development and Assessment Childrens cognitive development is the emergence of the ability to process 
information, think, and understand. Understanding childrens cognitive 
development is essential for curriculum development, effective teaching, and 
good policy making.

4

MPS903 Technologies as Cognitive Tools Topics include:  *  Definition of cognitive tool and reasons for using technology 
as cognitive tools  *  Classification of cognitive tools and research  *  Concept 
of affordances  *  Use of web 2.0 tools as cognitive tools  *  Theoretical 
underpinning of concept/mind mapping tools  *  Theoretical underpinning of 
computer supported collaborative learning (CSCL)  *  Affordances of CSCL 
tools for teaching and learning

4
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MPS904 Assessment Principles and Methods A foundational knowledge of measurement and assessment in education is 

requisite to the MEd (Educational Assessment) specialization. This course 
introduces participants to the general process of educational assessment and 
the key concepts, principles, and techniques of assessment.

4

MPS905 Visual Arts and Creativity  *  Learners will understand the types of cognition involved in the creative 
process of art making.  *  Learners will experience the dynamic role affective 
responses play in the art making process.  *  Learners will understand the 
importance of interdisciplinary knowledge in engendering creative thoughts.  
*  Learners will also acquire foundational knowledge to facilitate creativity in 
the classroom setting.

4

MPS906 Drama Education, Curriculum and Assessment This is a new course for the M.Ed. (Drama) programme and will be a required 
specialization course. It is a pedagogical methods course and is an integration 
of 2 old modules  Contextualizing Drama Education, and Drama Curriculum as 
creative Practice. The module covers the basics principles of drama education, 
drama in the curriculum and assessment in drama.

4
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MPS907 Popular Culture and ICT in Music Education This course consists of two main components. Firstly, it examines the 

development and practice of popular musics through practical sessions and 
critical review, and explores fundamental concepts and issues on their 
applications and implications in the music classroom. Secondly, it provides a 
theoretical basis for developing music curriculum and pedagogy for schools by 
examining ways in which ICT is used in music and music education. 

 *  Popular musics and their significance in music education.  *  Development 
of popular musics from its Anglo-American Roots; development of vernacular 
pop musics in Asia such as J pop, K pop, Bhagra, Mat-Rok and Canto-Mando 
pop.  *  Exploring musical genres: Rhythm  Blues, Funk, Soul, Blues, Rock  Roll, 
Rock, Fusion Rock, Heavy Metal and standard Top 40s pop and media music 
charts.  *  Learning to Perform in a real music setting; practical sessions on the 
basic techniques of various pop instruments.  *  Popular music pedagogical 
practices and their applications in the music classroom.  *  Theoretical survey 
of ICT applications and platforms and their practical applications in music 
teaching and learning.

4

MPS908 Learning Disabilities This course introduces students to the nature and cause of learning 
disabilities, and their assessment and intervention. Students will also have the 
opportunity to examine the research literature on the effectiveness of various 
practices as well as learn about the issues and debates in the field. This course 
provides an in-depth study on learning disabilities to equip students with 
relevant content knowledge and selected intervention skills to work with 
learners with learning challenges.
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MPS909 Using Multicultural Children's Literature to Facilitate Social 

and Emotional Learning among Exceptional Learners
While teachers have constantly been tasked to infuse SEL (socio-emotional 
learning) components and higher-order thinking in the classroom, many are 
uncertain as to how these can be effectively implemented, particularly with 
gifted and talented readers. Research has indicated how exceptional 
picturebooks and young adult literature have served to contribute to the 
nurturing of social and emotional development among gifted children and 
adolescents (Hebert  Kent, 2000). Some of the more common effects of gifted 
readers experiences in the classroom include a stagnant reading growth, 
boredom, low motivation for reading, and even outright refusal to read as 
many of the readers do not see the literature introduced to them by their 
teachers as relevant or challenging enough for them (Wood, 2008). This 
course module aims to build the capacity of teachers to make use of 
multicultural childrens literature to inspire student aspirations (Fullan  
Langworthy, 2014) as they are exposed to relevant multicultural childrens 
literature that would challenge their thinking as well as help enhance 
empathy, tolerance, and ideations of social justice among gifted and talented 
readers. Teachers would be exposed to a diverse multicultural text-set that 
aims to develop gifted students metacognitive, critical and creative thinking 
skills as they recognize who they are and their place in the world through 
outstanding multicultural childrens literature.
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