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PersonalityEducation

The Doctor of Education 
(EdD) programme offered 

by National Institute of 
Education (NIE) gives you 

all the right qualities you 
need to be successful.    

 
By Carol Kraal

PeoPle Pigeon hole an edd 
qualification with having to 
be a teacher or an educator 
and nothing else. what other 
careers can you have with an 
edd? 

The education service is, in fact, a fairly 
large sector. With an EdD qualification, 
aside from just being a classroom 
teacher, one can look at rewarding 
careers in occupations such as being an 
Educational Administrator, Educational 
Leader/Manager, Curriculum Developer/
Designer, University Lecturer, Educational 
Researcher/ Policy Designer as well 
as Educational Trainer, amongst other 
careers in the education service.

in fact, you’re a director in 
the Private sector now. how 
has your edd helPed you 
achieve your current role in 
the working world? 

My EdD training has equipped me with 
the skills and competencies required 
of me to effectively lead a school - 
motivating staff and students, crafting 
practical and potent educational policies, 
designing a solid curriculum as well 
as gaining an insight into developing 
innovative programmes for learners of 
the future.  

More importantly, my EdD training has 
enabled me to look at education in a 
broad manner, so that I can look at 
education as a large ecosystem rather 
than in distinct entities.

Much has been said about 
students being good in 
acadeMics and theory but 
Poor in aPPlication and 
Practice. 

This is true, but I feel this is progressively 
changing with the emphasis on a more 
practical approach to ‘teaching’ concepts, 
which is what the EdD Programme aims 
to deliver. It is about advancing academic 
scholarship and at the same time 
enhancing professional practice.

in contrast the edd 
PrograMMe at nie Produces 
shining exaMPles like you 
who succeeds in acadeMic, 
theory and in Practice. how 
does it Mould soMeone into a 
success story like you? 
 
The EdD Programme adopts a more 
practical approach in ‘dissecting’ the 
educational world, enabling candidates 
to even focus on a particular aspect of 
education, which makes it very pertinent 
for the learner. Due to this functional 
approach to analyzing the world of 
education, candidates are better able to 
apply the skills and knowledge in real-
word, authentic situations. 

M
r Mohd Heikal Yusope is 
Vice-Principal / Director of 
Business Development, SSTC, 
School for Further Education, 

Singapore. He is a candidate of the EdD 
programme by NIE. 
 
Heikal represents some of the ideals that 
NIE’s EdD programme seeks to nurture. 
The family man with two young sons has 
the ability to juggle very different or ways 
of thinking. Heikal is much respected by 
his peers as a leader and change-agent, 
and as one who leads with character and 
credibility. He amazes with his ability to 
manage both academic and professional 
aspects of his educational work. 

He constantly wears different kinds of 
hats, at times that of the academic, other 
times, that of the practitioner, at once 
also the public servant, and now that 
of a business person, and then he is 
concerned about effectiveness, and later 
the ethical issues that are relevant.   

what can you say about the 
Personnel and educators 
in the nie edd PrograMMe? 
are they Passionate and 
insPiring? 

As a pioneer group of the EdD 
Programme, I could confidently state 
that we are very fortunate to have a 
team of very senior, experienced and 
dedicated lecturers and professors who 
are passionate about education and their 
field of expertise, leading us in the EdD 
journey.  They make it a point to share 
with us their research experiences as 
well as impart cutting edge knowledge in 
order for us to always remain ahead of 
the curve in the realm of education. 

PeoPle who know you call 
you a “Man who wears 
different kinds of hats” - at 
tiMes that of the acadeMic, 
other tiMes, that of the 
Practitioner. 

This is true, but I owe this to my 
optimism and dare-to-do attitude. Of 
course, my training and my various 
designations have also shaped me to be 
who I am today. Of significance, being 
in education, I firmly believe integrity 
and ethics must always be at the fore of 
whatever we do. This is fundamental and 
must not be compromised to ensure that 
students remain at the centre of what 
we do as educators and their well-being 
must never come second. 

is this down to 
resourcefulness and oPen-
Mindedness, or to your 
character, or to your 
education during your edd 
PrograMMe at nie? 

I feel that my optimism, dare-to-do 
attitude and ‘impossible is nothing’ 
philosophy are the values and the very 
belief system that I subscribe too.  Life 
can become pretty boring if one is not 
willing to venture out. It is with stepping 
into the uncertainty, at times, that builds 
our strength of character. 

Many say that life is a 
journey of constant 
learning. is there a 
PhilosoPher or an educator 
who’s Motto insPires you in 
daily life? 

Yes, this goes without saying. If there is 
no constant learning, one will inevitably 
‘die out’ of existence, I feel. Learning is 
growth and growth is basically, life. 

When he embarked on the EdD 
programme, Heikal was part of the 
management team at Institute of 
Technical Education (ITE). He has now 
moved on to become a director in the 
private sector.

How does the EdD programme at NIE 
successfully groom professionals like 
Heikal?  How did Heikal apply what he 
had learnt?  Exquisite interviewed him 
with these and other questions.

A Chat with Mr Heikal
what Made you Pursue this 
edd PrograMMe at nie?

I had embarked on the programme 
because I wanted more doors to be 
opened in the education industry. I 
wanted to support innovation that 
may have educational impact and I 
wanted to engage in research about 
my professional practice. In addition, I 
do aspire to become an accomplished 
educator.

PersonalityEducation

Putting Many Hats
on Your Head

Oh yes. Terrell H Bell, the US Secretary 
of Education (1981-1985) under President 
Ronald Reagan once said: “There are 
three things to emphasize in teaching: 
The first is motivation, the second is 
motivation, and the third is (you guessed 
it) motivation.”  

Perhaps this is the reason why I decided 
to look into motivation in education as 
my doctoral thesis. 

would you recoMMend the 
edd PrograMMe at nie to 
soMeone else? what would 
you say about it? 

Certainly. The EdD Programme offered 
by NIE/NTU will definitely be an enriching 
journey for any educator who aspires 
to go deeper into the very crevices 
of education. Never have I regretted 
enrolling into the programme, though 
at times, it can be hard juggling both 
work, family life and studies at the same 
time; but the knowledge and experiences 
gained can never be substituted. And of 
course, the good friends that you’ll make 
as you take your EdD journey. 

To all my fellow educators, I say Go For 
It!

Heikal at SSTC School For Further Education’s 
Meeting Room, reviewing academic programmes.

Heikel (left), with Professor Paul Teng (Right – Dean, Office of Graduate Studies and Professional Learning),  at the NIE Graduate Student Day 2013.


