
BEd 1st to 4th Year Programme (Part‐time) 
 

FIRST YEAR 

August (Semester 1)  January (Semester 2) 

Core Courses: 
 

Pedagogical Content Knowledge (PCK)1 
AKE101: Children's Literature in the Primary School 
Classroom 
 
 

 
 

SECOND YEAR 

August (Semester 1)  January (Semester 2) 

Core Courses: 
 
Pedagogical Content Knowledge (PCK)1 
AKE201: Principles and Practices of Language 
Teaching 
 
Language Enhancement & Academic Discourse Skills 
(LEADS) 
ALS101: Academic Discourse Skills 

 

 

THIRD YEAR 

August (Semester 1)  January (Semester 2) 

Core Courses: 
 
Pedagogical Content Knowledge (PCK)1 
AKE301: The Study of Language Acquisition and 
Development 
 

Core Courses:
 

Pedagogical Content Knowledge (PCK)1 
AKE302: Selecting Resources for the Primary English 
Classroom 
 

FOURTH YEAR (Full‐time) 

August (Semester 1)  January (Semester 2) 

Core Courses: 
 
Pedagogical Content Knowledge (PCK)1 
AKE401: Current Trends in Language Education for 
Primary Schools 
 

 
 

 

                                                            
1 PCK courses are only offered to students who have done the same Curriculum Studies subjects. 

 

 

http://www.nie.edu.sg/profile/loh-kok-khiang-jason
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BEd Course Descriptions  
 

Pedagogical Content Knowledge (PCK) 
 

AKE101: Children’s Literature in the Primary Classroom 

The course introduces teachers to selections of traditional and contemporary literature written 
for children, both from the west and from the region. The course will cover genres such as 
picture books, poetry and rhythme, novels, plays, nonfiction, as well as e-literature. There 
will also be a focus on multi-cultural literature, and on canonical or classical texts. 

Learning Outcomes: 

By the end of the course, student teachers will: 

have a deeper understanding of children's literature, and 

have learnt how to analyse and critique children's literature 

Back to BEd Course Descriptions  
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AKE201: Children’s Literature in the Primary Classroom 

This course provides a historical overview of approaches to English Language & literacy 
teaching and gives an introduction to the theoretical justifications for the different approaches. 
This course introduces student teachers to historical controversies in language education and 
how those have shaped the teaching approaches currently used in Singapore schools. This 
knowledge is crucial to student teachers' understanding not only of what has been proposed in 
the past, but also for understanding approaches that are currently proposed and for informing 
their pedagogical decision as teachers. 

Learning Outcomes: 
By the end of the course, student teachers will: 

•  have an understanding of the various approaches to language teaching in the 20th century, 

•  be able to explicate links between pedagogy, curriculum and learning, and 

•  be able to evaluate and critique teaching practice and curriculum implementation from 
relevant research validated perspectives. 
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AKE301: The Study of Language Acquisition and Development 

This course provides a historical overview of approaches to English Language & literacy 
teaching and gives an introduction to the theoretical justifications for the different approaches. 
This course introduces student teachers to historical controversies in language education and 
how those have shaped the teaching approaches currently used in Singapore schools. This 
knowledge is crucial to student teachers' understanding not only of what has been proposed in 
the past, but also for understanding approaches that are currently proposed and for informing 
their pedagogical decision as teachers. 

Learning Outcomes: 
By the end of the course, student teachers will: 

•  have an understanding of the various approaches to language teaching in the 20th century, 

•  be able to explicate links between pedagogy, curriculum and learning, and 

•  be able to evaluate and critique teaching practice and curriculum implementation from 
relevant research validated perspectives. 
 

Back to BEd Course Descriptions  
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AKE302: Selecting Resources for the Primary English Classroom 

Student teachers will learn how to source and analyse classroom materials from a 
pedagogical perspective. A broad range of materials will be considered, including textbooks, 
children‟s literature, digital and visual resources, games, learning tasks and everyday texts. 
Student teachers will learn to evaluate and adapt these texts with a view to using them 
appropriately for language and literacy development in the multilingual primary classroom. 
There will also be a focus on the match of different pedagogical materials to the various 
teaching approaches and learning outcomes of language and literacy education, as well as to 
current trends and initiatives in Singapore primary schools. 
 

Back to BEd Course Descriptions  
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AKE401: Current Trends in Language Education for Primary Schools 

This course will focus on current Ministry of Education initiatives and how they are being 
implemented in Singapore primary schools. It will consider current moves in language 
education towards curriculum integration, multiliteracies and multimodalities. Student 
teachers will be given the opportunity to implement innovative strategies which foster current 
trends in language teaching in order to enhance language learning and experience in the 
primary classroom. The course also aims to help student teachers evaluate current trends in 
terms of the language development and profile of pupils in primary schools in Singapore. 
 

Back to BEd Course Descriptions  
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Language Enhancement and Academic Discourse Skills (LEADs) 
 

ALS101: Academic Discourse Skills 

In this course, we explore and study the practice and conventions of reading and writing in an 
academic setting. We discuss some of the complex issues surrounding academic literacy, 
engage in the critical analysis of academic texts (both the ones we read and the ones we 
write), and look into how to produce the kinds of writing that are valued at the university. 
Specifically, our focus will be on critical reading and writing in an academic context. 

So, we will look at what it means to be a critical reader – one who is able to evaluate and 
respond appropriately to academic texts and question prompts. And we will look at what it 
means to be a critical writer – one who is able to formulate workable research questions on 
his/her own, and who is able to use language purposefully and appropriately to accomplish 
specific rhetorical goals. 
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