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Learners). He started teaching in multilingual primary schools in London 
before working in a state school in Zimbabwe.  Prior to coming to the 
University of Edinburgh, Andy was an Area Manager of a Bilingual 
Support Service providing support to children and young people with 
English as an additional language (EAL). He has published widely on 

topics of Chinese children's biliteracy development in Scotland, Language Policy and student 
teachers' perceptions of multilingual classrooms.  His most recent publication is an edited 
book with Xiaolan Curdt-Christiansen entitled Learning Chinese in Diasporic Communities.  

ELL Seminars & Talks 

The ELL Seminar Committee 

Ruanni Tupas (Chair) Suzanne Choo, Anitha Devi Pillai, Angus Whitehead, Mark Seilhamer, James Richard Lambert  
English Language & Literature Academic Group, National Institute of Education 

Nanyang Technological University, Singapore   

©English Language & Literature, Nanyang Technological University, 2006  Copyright | Disclaimer | Privacy Statement  

Abstract 

This presentation reports on an evaluation of a one-year Early Years Writer in Residence 
Project in Scotland. A partnership between Scottish Book Trust and Home-Start involved an 
author working in collaboration with a group of parents to generate ideas for a children’s 
picture book for publication.  Drawing on questionnaires, semi-structured interviews, and 
reflective journals the research aimed to examine the perceptions of the participants during 
the residency and to investigate the project’s impact on the families in terms of their 
involvement in language and literacy practices. The findings suggest that new experiences 
such as regular participation in language games and deconstructing picture books gave 
parents insights into sharing texts with their children, ideas for talk around books and 
increased confidence to try out new literacy practices. The professionals and parents also 
reported enhanced communication amongst the parents about literacy practices and 
activities.  Finally, implications of this type of family literacy project are examined in terms of 
interagency collaboration and new approaches that support building the capacity of 
individuals, families and communities.  


