
PGDE (Secondary) 1st & 2nd Year Programme 
 

FIRST YEAR OF STUDY IN NIE 
Semester 1 Semester 2 

Core Courses: 
 

Curriculum Studies (CS) 
 

QCE 52B: Language Teaching Approaches  
 
 

English Language Content Enhancement (ELCE)1 

QUE512: Language Studies for Teachers 
QUE513: Pedagogical Grammar of English 

Core Courses: 
 

Curriculum Studies (CS) 
 

QCE 52C: Unit Planning and Language Assessment 
 
QCE 52A: Language Teaching Practice 
 

Language Enhancement and Academic Discourse 
Skills (LEADS) 
QLK52C: Communication Skills for Teachers 

 

SECOND YEAR OF TEACHING 
Semester 1 Semester 2 

Core Courses: 
 

English Language Content Enhancement (ELCE)1 

QUE514: Understanding and Implementing an English 
Language Curriculum 

 

 
 
 

1 Students taking English Language as their Curriculum Studies (CS) subjects (either as CS 1 or CS 2) are required to do ELCE courses. 



 

 

PGDE (Secondary) Course Descriptions 
 
 
QCE 52B: Language Teaching Approaches 

Course Description: 
 
This course introduces student-teachers to the theory and practice of teaching the following 
areas of language learning: listening, speaking, reading, writing, viewing, representing, 
grammar and vocabulary. It aims to help student teachers explore a range of strategies and 
skills for developing language proficiency in students, and develop lesson outlines for the 
above areas of language learning in integrated ways. Student-teachers will become familiar 
with the theoretical perspectives, approaches and principles that underpin language teaching 
and learning. They will also develop an ability to select, evaluate, adapt, and use a variety of 
resources for language teaching and modes of assessment of learning. By encouraging a 
critical, integrated and balanced view of theory and practice, this course aims to develop 
informed, reflective and effective beginning teachers of English Language at the secondary 
school level. 
 
 

QCE 52C: Unit Planning and Language Assessment 

Course Description: 
 
This course aims to enable pre-service teachers to design unit plans to enhance students’ 
learning in secondary school contexts. Student-teachers will engage in the process of 
developing a unit of work using principles of curriculum planning.  They will develop the skills of 
planning a unit of work taking into account students’ profile and needs, the English Language 
Syllabuses and the macro contexts that influence the development of unit plans. Student-
teachers will also be introduced to the principles of assessment with an emphasis on an 
integrated approach to teaching, learning and assessment. They will plan and develop a range 
of assessment tasks.  
 

QCE 52A: Language Teaching Practice 

Course Description: 
 
This course aims to develop preservice teachers’ understanding of teaching practice in a 
school context. It enables them to engage in the process of designing lessons and 
implementing them. Student-teachers will be provided the opportunities to apply the language 
teaching approaches and assessment principles that they have learnt in the earlier courses. 
They will be provided feedback on their lesson preparation and delivery and they will reflect on 
their teaching practices with a focus on theory-practice link.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

QLK52C: Communication Skills for Teachers 
Course Description: 
This is a practical course designed to provide student-teachers with the oral and writing skills necessary 
for effective communication as teachers in the classroom and in their professional interaction with 
colleagues, parents and the general public. Student teachers learn about vocal health care and quality, 
and the practice of good voice production. Pronunciation and word stress issues are also highlighted in 
the course. They are familiarized with the use of a pronunciation dictionary and online resources to 
help them resolve pronunciation and word stress difficulties. They become aware of the importance of 
considering the purpose, audience and context when communicating and learn how to communicate 
effectively to promote student learning. They also engage in practical hands-on activities of making oral 
and written presentations in a variety of school contexts. Built into the tutorials are opportunities for 
student teachers to reflect on their practices as well as on-going assignments and oral and written 
presentations to assess their application of the knowledge and skills that they acquire during the 
course. 
 
QUE512: Language Studies for Teachers 
Part A & B 
Course Description 
The two components are: 

i  Language Description 
This is a general introduction to the contemporary study of language with the field of linguistics 
and applied linguistics.  It provides an overview of the major branches of language study, and 
explains how language has been studied from a number of diverse perspectives, in relation to 
acquisition and learning, an understanding of the human mind, society and education.  
 
ii.  Principles & Practice of Language Teaching   
This provides an historical overview of approaches to English language and literacy teaching 
and gives an introduction to the theoretical justifications for the different approaches. Student 
teachers are introduced to historical controversies in language education and how those have 
shaped the teaching approaches currently used in Singapore schools. This knowledge is crucial 
to students’ understanding not only of what has been proposed in the past, but also for 
understanding approaches that are currently proposed and for informing their pedagogical 
decisions as teachers.  

Objectives  
On completion of the course, student teachers should be able to: 

• Analyse and discuss the diverse perspectives of language acquisition and learning 
• Understand and discuss historical controversies in language education  
• Discuss language issues, societal demands and culture 
• Evaluate current language teaching approaches used in Singapore schools 

 
 
 
 
Part C 
 
Course description 
This component introduces student teachers to the selections of literature written for children and 
adolescents, both from the west and from the region.  The component will cover a range of genres 
suitable for primary or secondary teaching. There will also be a focus on multicultural literature, and on 
canonical texts. Student teachers will learn how to appreciate, analyse and critique such literature, in 



 

the areas of formal literary structures and rich literary language. They will be taught how to select and 
evaluate the use of literature for pedagogical purposes. 
 
Objectives 
On completion of the component, student teachers should be able to: 

• Analyse, critique and appreciate the beauty and complexity of children’s and adolescents’ 
literature.  

• Select and evaluate traditional and contemporary Western and Asian literature helpful to the 
development of a literature-based reading programme and a literature curriculum that 
promotes the love of reading in and out of school.  

• Facilitate discussions of multicultural literature that influence their understanding of the world. 
 
 

 
QUE513: Pedagogical Grammar of English 
 
Course Description 
This course introduces the student-teacher to an approach to English grammar that is ideally suited to 
English teaching and learning.  It looks at how grammar works, and how words and larger constituents 
may be analysed according to meaning, form and function.  Fundamental concepts in grammar are 
examined, such as how words combine to form phrases, clauses and sentences. 
 
Objectives 
By the end of the course, student-teachers will: 

• understand how the grammar of English works 
• be thoroughly familiar with key grammar terminology and concepts in the MOE English 

Language Syllabus 2010 
• be able to apply this knowledge to their CS courses in NIE 
• be able to apply this knowledge to real-life grammar examples and problems in the classroom 

 
 
 
 
  
QUE514: Understanding and Implementing an English Language Curriculum 
 
Course Description 
This course will enable the teachers to understand the components of a school-based English Language 
curriculum. It will examine knowledge and skills for implementing, developing and evaluating teaching 
materials (the use of rich texts), teaching strategies for 21st century learners, differentiation in 
classroom teaching and assessment strategies for self-directed learning. 
 
Participants will have opportunities to apply their understanding by examining classroom applications 
and improving school based lesson plans 
 
The course will enable participants to: 

• Understand the major components that make up a school based EL curriculum. 
• Understand the role of teachers in implementing a school-based EL currciculum 
• Evaluate, analyse and select materials for teaching 
• Understand strategies to promote self-directed and collaborative learning 
• Examine and carry out differentiated instruction 
• Use assessment strategies to promote self-directed learning 
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