
 

 

EMBARGOED UNTIL AFTER DELIVERY ON 2 JULY 2019, 2.30 PM 
 
26 JUNE 2019 
 
MEDIA RELEASE 
 
THE NIE TEACHERS’ INVESTITURE CEREMONIES JULY 2019 
 
The National Institute of Education (NIE), Singapore celebrates the graduation of 975 new 
and returning teachers joining the Singapore Education Service. They will receive their 
certificates and awards during the Teachers’ Investiture Ceremonies (TIC) from 2 and 3 
July 2019 at the Nanyang Auditorium, Nanyang Technological University (NTU).  
 
NIE will also celebrate the inaugural cohort of 16 school counsellors from the one-year 
Diploma in School Counselling programme. The newly-trained professionals will be part of 
the school staff and will work alongside teachers. Their key role is to help students who 
face problems in different areas of their lives, to succeed in learning, and in school.  
 
Programme details of the two ceremonies held over two days are appended below: 
 
Date/Time Guest-of-Honour Programmes/Awards 
Ceremony 1 
Tuesday,  
2 July 2019,  
2.30 pm 

Ms Indranee Rajah, 
Second Minister for 
Finance and Education, 
Ministry of Finance and 
Ministry of Education 
 

• Bachelor of Arts (Education) 
• Bachelor of Science (Education)  
• Diploma in Education 
• Diploma in Art Education 
• Diploma in Music Education 
• Diploma in Physical Education 
• Postgraduate Diploma in 

Education (Physical Education) 
• Diploma in Special Education 
• Diploma in School Counselling 
• Outstanding Youth in Education 

Award (OYEA) 

Ceremony 2 
Wednesday,  
3 July 2019,  
9.30 am 

Associate Professor 
Muhammad Faishal 
Ibrahim, Senior 
Parliamentary Secretary, 
Ministry of Education and 
Ministry of Social and 
Family Development 

• Postgraduate Diploma in 
Education (Primary) 

• Postgraduate Diploma in 
Education (Secondary) 

• Postgraduate Diploma in 
Education (Junior College) 
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In addition, NIE will celebrate the exceptional achievements of 44 award recipients at the 
Teachers’ Investiture Ceremonies July 2019. Amongst them, 7 will each receive multiple 
awards. They are: 
 
S/N Name Programme Awards Ceremony 
1 Pang Aaron 

Jiansheng 
(Mr)  
(4 awards) 
 
Valedictorian 

Bachelor of 
Science 
(Education) 

• Lee Kuan Yew Gold Medal 
• Sng Yew Chong Award 
• Association of Mathematics 

Educators Book Prize 
• The IPS Book Prize 

C1: 2 July 
2019, 2.30 pm  

2 Amanda Soo 
Li Xin (Ms)  
(3 awards) 

Bachelor of Arts 
(Education) 

• Lee Kuan Yew Gold Medal 
• Rotary International 75th 

Anniversary Gold Medal 
• The Art Book Prize 
 

C1: 2 July 
2019, 2.30 pm 

3 Tan 
Cassander 
(Ms)  
(2 awards) 

Bachelor of 
Science 
(Education) 

• Economic Development 
Board Book Prize 

• The Singapore Institute of 
Biology Book Prize 

C1: 2 July 
2019, 2.30 pm 

4 Kua Li En 
(Ms)  
(2 awards) 

Postgraduate 
Diploma in 
Education 
(Primary) 

• Association of Mathematics 
Educators Book Prize 

• Wong Hee Hua Memorial 
Prize 

C2: 3 July 
2019, 9.30 am 

5 Sharmini 
Jayasughava
nagopal (Ms)  
(2 awards) 

Postgraduate 
Diploma in 
Education 
(Primary) 

• Singapore Association for 
the Advancement of 
Science Prize 

• The Dr Shila Fernandez 
Prize 

C2: 3 July 
2019, 9.30am 

 
In addition, the following winners also receive awards at the NTU Convocation 2019:  
 
6 Jolyn Teow 

Hui Ting (Ms)  
(2 awards) 

Bachelor of Arts 
(Education)  

• Rotary International 75th 
Anniversary Gold Medal 

• Koh Boon Hwee Scholars 
Award (NTU) 

C1: 2 July 
2019, 2.30 pm 
 
and NTU 
Convocation 23 
July 2019; 
10.00 am   

7 Amanda 
Sarah Chin 
Yong Hui 
(Ms)  
(2 awards) 

Bachelor of Arts 
(Education)  

• The British Council Book 
Prize  

• Koh Boon Hwee Scholars 
Award (NTU) 

C1: 2 July 
2019, 2.30 pm  
 
and NTU 
Convocation 23 
July 2019; 
10.00 am  

 
Please refer to the attached Annexes A and B for the list of award and prize winners and 
some of the outstanding graduand and winner profiles, respectively. 
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The following lists the breakdown of the statistics according to each ceremony:  
 
Ceremony 1 Award and Prize 

Categories 
Number of 
Recipients 

Total number 
of graduands 
per ceremony 

• Bachelor of Arts (Education) 
• Bachelor of Science 

(Education)  
• Diploma in Education 
• Diploma in Art Education 
• Diploma in Music Education 
• Diploma in Physical Education 
• Diploma in Special Education 
• Diploma in School Counselling 
• Postgraduate Diploma in 

Education (Physical Education) 

31 30 465 

Ceremony 2 Award and Prize 
Categories 

Number of 
Recipients 

Total number 
of graduands 
per ceremony 

• Postgraduate Diploma in 
Education (Primary) 

• Postgraduate Diploma in 
Education (Secondary) 

• Postgraduate Diploma in 
Education (Junior College) 

16 14 510 

Total 47 44 975 
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MEDIA INVITATION  
 
Date/Time : Tuesday, 2 July 2019 / 2.30 PM; and 

Wednesday, 3 July 2019 / 9.30 AM 
 
(News for each ceremony is to be embargoed until after 
the respective ceremony) 
 

Organised by : National Institute of Education (NIE), Singapore 
 

Venue : Nanyang Auditorium, 
Nanyang Technological University, 
50 Nanyang Avenue, 
Singapore 639798 
Please click here for NTU’s online campus map  

 
 
For scheduling of interviews, media queries and attendance, please contact: 
Ms Melyani Binte Muhammad Yousri 
Public, International and Alumni Relations, NIE 
Tel: 6790 3015 
Email: melyani.yousri@nie.edu.sg 
 
Ms Monica Khoo 
Public, International and Alumni Relations, NIE 
Tel: 6790 3616 
Email: monica.khoo@nie.edu.sg 
 
 
Media personnel are invited to cover this event. Please confirm your attendance with  
Ms Melyani Yousri by 28 June 2019, 3.00 pm. The dress code for the ceremony is 
lounge suit. 
 

http://www.ntu.edu.sg/odfm/usefulinfo/academicfacilities/auditoriumbooking/nanyangauditorium/Pages/Introduction.aspx
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ABOUT THE NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF EDUCATION (NIE), SINGAPORE 
 
The National Institute of Education (NIE) has its early roots as the pioneering Teachers’ 
Training College (TTC), which was founded in 1950. In 1973, the Institute of Education 
(IE) was established. It was renamed as the National Institute of Education in 1991 and 
became an autonomous institute of the Nanyang Technological University (NTU), 
Singapore. Today, NIE is among the world’s top education institutes, renowned for its 
excellence in teacher education and educational research.  
 
NIE leverages on a deep multilateral partnership with the University, local schools and the 
Singapore Ministry of Education to provide evidence-informed, practice-focused and 
values-based programmes and initiatives for teaching professionals and school leaders. 
The close partnership among NIE, MOE and the Singapore schools forms the cornerstone 
of Singapore’s top-performing education system. 
 
Through the decades, NIE has played a key and pivotal role in shaping and developing 
Singapore’s education workforce. In a dynamic education milieu, NIE prepares teachers 
with the requisite values, skills and knowledge to meet the demands of 21st century 
learners and classrooms. Its programmes and pedagogies are designed to support the 
needs of the life-long learner and educator, offering unique opportunities for both personal 
and professional development as well as and inter-disciplinary and international exposure 
through seminars, conference presentations, leadership programmes, research 
mentorships, internships and overseas attachments.  
 
Besides undergraduate education, NIE has built a strong reputation for evidence-informed 
higher degree, executive leadership, professional development (in-service) programmes 
and courses that aim to develop students to become thought leaders, disciplinary experts 
and skilful researchers. Through innovative and flexible programme curricular and 
andragogy, NIE’s professional development courses are designed for enhanced 
stackability and multiple pathways towards accreditation.  
 
NIE’s research philosophy is focused on impacting school practices, enhancing 
programmes, informing policy formation and ultimately, improving student learning 
outcomes. Its vibrant research culture and the high impact of its research outcomes have 
seen the Institute ranked consistently among the top in the Bibliometric Indicators of 
Publications in Education and in the QS World University Rankings for Education as a 
discipline in recent years. 
 
For its next lap of growth, the Institute aims to amplify its impact on the local and global 
education fraternity via a three-pronged approach of enhancing the impact of its 
programmes and research, forging and deepening key partnerships, and boosting its 
institutional capacity and corporate professionalism. 
 
For more information, please visit: www.nie.edu.sg  
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ANNEXE A 
PLEASE CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY  
EMBARGOED UNTIL AFTER DELIVERY ON 2 JULY 2019, 2.30 PM 
 
CEREMONY 1: PRIZES AND AWARDS 
 
TUESDAY, 2 JULY 2019, 2.30 PM 
 
THE NIE TEACHERS’ INVESTITURE CEREMONIES JULY 2019 
国立教育学院教师就职典礼 
 
BACHELOR OF ARTS (EDUCATION) / BACHELOR OF SCIENCE (EDUCATION) 
文学士 / 理学士（教育）文凭课程 
 
LEE KUAN YEW GOLD MEDAL 
李光耀金牌奖 
Awarded for Best Performance in general proficiency throughout the programme of study 
and for attaining Honours (Highest Distinction) in the Bachelor of Arts (Education) 
 
Amanda Soo Li Xin (Ms) : 史俐欣 
Email : soo_li_xin_amanda@moe.edu.sg 
 
Awarded for Best Performance in general proficiency throughout the programme of study 
and for attaining Honours (Highest Distinction) in the Bachelor of Science (Education) 
  
Pang Aaron Jiansheng (Mr) : 冯坚琞 
Email : pang_aaron_jian_sheng@moe.edu.sg 
Mr Pang Aaron Jiansheng is also the Valedictorian of his cohort 
 
ROTARY INTERNATIONAL 75TH ANNIVERSARY GOLD MEDAL  
扶轮社 75 周年金牌奖  
Awarded for outstanding leadership and dedication to student activities in the Institute or  
services to the community 
 
Amanda Soo Li Xin (Ms) : 史俐欣 
Email : soo_li_xin_amanda@moe.edu.sg 
 
Jolyn Teow Hui Ting (Ms) : 赵慧婷 
Email : joelyn_teow_hui_ting@moe.edu.sg 
 
SNG YEW CHONG AWARD  
SNG YEW CHONG 奖  
Awarded for overall Best Performance in the Bachelor of Science (Education) 
 
Pang Aaron Jiansheng (Mr) : 冯坚琞 
Email : pang_aaron_jiansheng@moe.edu.sg 
 
THE NIE AWARD 
国立教育学院奖 
Awarded for excellence in academic studies and service to the Institute’s community 
 
Kho Hui Han (Ms) : 许蕙菡 
Email : koh_hui_han@moe.edu.sg 
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ASSOCIATION OF MATHEMATICS EDUCATORS BOOK PRIZE  
数学教育者协会书籍奖  
Awarded for Best Performance in the Teaching of Mathematics in the Bachelor of Arts 
(Education) or Bachelor of Science (Education)  
 
Pang Aaron Jiansheng (Mr) : 冯坚琞 
Email : pang_aaron_jiansheng@moe.edu.sg 
 
DR WU TEH YAO BOOK PRIZE 
博士书籍奖 
Awarded for Best Performance in Chinese Language in the Bachelor of Arts (Education), 
including a Distinction or Credit in the final Practicum 
 
Foo Yan Ni (Ms)  
Email : foo_yan_ni@moe.edu.sg 
 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT BOARD BOOK PRIZE  
经济发展局书籍奖  
Awarded for Best Performance in Biology in the Bachelor of Science (Education) 
  
Tan Cassander (Ms) : 陈佳慧 
Email : tan_cassander@moe.edu.sg 
 
MRS PAUL FENG PEI-DJEN BOOK PRIZE 
MRS PAUL FENG PEI-DJEN 书籍奖  
Awarded for Best Performance in the Performance Studies/Conducting Component of Music 
in the Bachelor of Arts (Education) 
  
Isabelle Chung Huilin (Ms) : 曾慧临 
Email : isabelle_chung_huilin@moe.edu.sg 
 
PACIFIC ANDES BOOK PRIZE 
PACIFIC ANDES书籍奖 
Awarded for Best Performance in Geography and for good pedagogical skills in the 
Bachelor of Arts (Education), including a Distinction or Credit in the final Practicum 
 
Goh Ming Min (Ms) : 吴明敏 
Email : goh_ming_min@moe.edu.sg 
 
SEMBCORP MARINE BOOK PRIZE  
胜科海事书籍奖 
Awarded for Best Performance in History in the Bachelor of Arts (Education), including a 
Distinction or Credit in the final Practicum  
 
Lee Xin Er (Li Xin’er) (Ms) : 李欣儿 
Email : lee_xin_er@moe.edu.sg 
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SINGAPORE MALAY TEACHERS COOPERATIVE LTD BOOK PRIZE  
新加坡马来文教师范合作社有限公司书籍奖  
Awarded for Best Performance in Malay Language and Literature in the Bachelor of Arts 
(Education) including a Distinction or Credit in the final Practicum 
 
Faridah Binte Mohamed Ali (Ms)  
Email : faridah_mohamed_ali@moe.edu.sg 
 
SINGAPORE NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF CHEMISTRY-MATERIALS RESEARCH 
SOCIETY OF SINGAPORE BOOK PRIZE 
新加坡国家化学-材料研究学会新加坡书籍奖 
Awarded for Best Performance in Chemistry in the Bachelor of Science (Education)  
 
Lim Xin Ying (Ms) : 林欣莹 
Email : lim_xin_ying@moe.edu.sg 
 
SINGAPORE NATIONAL OLYMPIC COUNCIL BOOK PRIZE  
新加坡奥委会书籍奖  
Awarded for Best Performance in the Sports Studies component of the Bachelor of 
Science (Education) 
 
Muhammad Sufri Bin Ramli (Mr)   
Email : muhammad_sufri@moe.edu.sg 
 
Awarded for Best Performance in the Physical Education Instructional (Pedagogy) 
courses in the Bachelor of Science (Education), including a Distinction in the final 
Practicum  
 
Woo Shu Xian Victoria (Ms) : 吴淑贤 
Email : woo_shu_xian_victoria@moe.edu.sg 
 
SOUTHEAST ASIAN MATHEMATICAL SOCIETY BOOK PRIZE  
东南亚数学学会书籍奖  
Awarded for Best Performance in all Mathematics courses in the Bachelor of Science  
(Education) (Primary)  
 
Sylvia Lee Szewei (Ms) : 李葸薇 
Email : sylvia_lee_szewei@moe.edu.sg  
 
SPC BOOK PRIZE  
新加坡石油公司书籍奖 
Awarded for Best Performance in the Teaching of Primary Social Studies in the Bachelor 
of Arts (Education) or Bachelor of Science (Education) 
 
Kristel Seet : 薛紫嫣 
Email : kristel_seet@moe.edu.sg 
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SPORT SINGAPORE BOOK PRIZE  
新加坡体育理事会书籍奖 
Awarded for Best Performance in the Sports Science component of the Bachelor of 
Science (Education)  
 
Mar Xie Fai, Ferdinand (Mr) : 马谢辉 
Email : ferdinand_mar@moe.edu.sg 
 
Awarded for Best Performance in the Teaching of Physical Education in the Bachelor of 
Science (Education)  
 
Neo Qing Hao (Liang Qinghao) (Mr) : 梁檠浩 
Email :neo_qing_hao@moe.edu.sg 
 
THE ART BOOK PRIZE 
艺术书籍奖  
Awarded for Best Performance in Art in the Bachelor of Arts (Education) 
 
Amanda Soo Li Xin (Ms) : 史俐欣 
Email : soo_li_xin_amanda@moe.edu.sg 
 
THE ASSOCIATION OF NANYANG UNIVERSITY GRADUATES BOOK PRIZE  
南洋大学毕业生协会书籍奖 
Awarded for Best Performance in Music in the Bachelor of Arts (Education) 
 
Ng Sihan, Andre (Mr)  
Email : ng_sihan_andre@moe.edu.sg 
 
THE BRITISH COUNCIL BOOK PRIZE  
英国文化协会书籍奖 
Awarded for Best Performance in English Literature in the Bachelor of Arts (Education) 
 
Amanda Sarah Chin Yong Hui (Ms)  : 陈詠慧 
Email  : chin_yong_hui_amanda@moe.edu.sg 
 
THE IPS BOOK PRIZE 
新加坡物理研究所书籍奖  
Awarded for Best Performance in Physics in the Bachelor of Science (Education), 
including a Distinction or Credit in the final Practicum 
 
Pang Aaron Jiansheng (Mr)  : 冯坚琞 
Email  : pang_aaron_jiansheng@moe.edu.sg 
 
THE MATHEMATICS BOOK PRIZE 
数学书籍奖  
Awarded for Best Performance in Academic Subject: Mathematics in the Bachelor of 
Science (Education) 
 
Elaine Wong (Ms)  : 黄伊玲 
Email  : nil 
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THE SINGAPORE INSTITUTE OF BIOLOGY BOOK PRIZE  
新加坡生物研究所书籍奖  
Awarded for Best Performance in Biology and excel in the research course in the Bachelor 
of Science (Education) 
 
Tan Cassander (Ms)  : 陈佳慧 
Email  : tan_cassander@moe.edu.sg 
 
THE TAN POEY QUEE PRACTICUM BOOK PRIZE 
TAN POEY QUEE PRACTICUM 书籍奖 
Awarded for Best Performance in the Teaching Practicum in the Bachelor of Arts (Education) 
or Bachelor of Science (Education) 
 
Timothy Teh Kar Keong (Mr) : 郑家强 
Email : teh_kar_keong_timothy@moe.edu.sg  
 
THE VICTOR NEO BOOK PRIZE 
VICTOR NEO书籍奖 
Awarded for Best Performance in English Language in the Bachelor of Arts (Education) 
 
Ng Qian Hui (Ms)  : 黄仟慧 
Email  : ng_qian_hui@moe.edu.sg 
 
DIPLOMA IN EDUCATION   
教育文凭课程 
 
SINGAPORE MALAY TEACHERS’ UNION BOOK PRIZE 
新加坡马来文教师总会书籍奖  
Awarded for Best Performance in the Diploma in Education (Malay Specialisation) 
 
Syazwani Binti Hasrol (Ms)  
Email : syazwani_hasrol@moe.edu.sg 
 
THE TAN POEY QUEE PRACTICUM BOOK PRIZE 
TAN POEY QUEE PRACTICUM 书籍奖 
Awarded for Best Performance in the Teaching Practicum in (Diploma Programme) 
 
Lo Yuan Yuan (Ms) : 罗圆圆 
Email : lo_yuan_yuan@moe.edu.sg 
 
DIPLOMA IN ART EDUCATION 
艺术教育文凭课程 
 
YU SHE YUEN BOOK PRIZE 
YU SHE YUEN 书籍奖 
Awarded for Best Performance in the Teaching of Art in the Diploma in Education or 
Diploma in Art Education 
 
See Mei Hua Jasmine (Ms) : 施美华 
Email : see_mei_hua_jasmine@moe.edu.sg 
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DIPLOMA IN MUSIC EDUCATION 
音乐教育文凭课程 
 
THE NIE AWARD 
国立教育学院奖 
Awarded for excellence in academic studies and service to the Institute’s community 
 
Cheng Zheng Yi (Ms) : 钟正仪 
Email : cheng_zheng_yi@moe.edu.sg 
 
DIPLOMA IN PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
体育教育文凭课程 
 
BENG KIM HOLDINGS BOOK PRIZE 
明景有限公司书籍奖 
Awarded for Best Performance in the Teaching of Mathematics in the Diploma in 
Education or Diploma in Physical Education 
 
Amira Binte Tajudin (Ms)  
Email : amira_binte_tajudin@moe.edu.sg 
 
Awarded for Best Performance in Subject Knowledge courses in Mathematics in the 
Diploma in Education or Diploma in Physical Education 
 
Tan Yizhen Vivien (Ms) : 陈仪祯 
Email : tan_yizhen_vivien@moe.edu.sg 
 
POSTGRADUATE DIPLOMA IN EDUCATION (PHYSICAL EDUCATION) 
大学毕业教育专业文凭课程 (体育) 
 
C. KUNALAN BOOK PRIZE 
C. KUNALAN 书籍奖 
Awarded for Best Performance in Physical Education component of the Postgraduate 
Diploma in Education (Physical Education), including a Distinction or Credit in Practicum 
 
Callie Yu Shair-Er (You Xueer) (Ms)  : 尤雪儿 
Email  : callie_yu_shair-er@moe.edu.sg 
 
JUSTICE CHOOR SINGH BOOK PRIZE  
CHOOR SINGH 法官书籍奖  
Awarded for Best Performance in the Education Studies component of the Postgraduate  
Diploma in Education, including a Distinction in Practicum 
 
Lim Chee Koon (Lin Qikun) (Mr) : 林奇坤 
Email : lim_chee_koon@moe.edu.sg 
 
Please refer to next page for C2 listing of winners 
 



12 
 

PLEASE CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY  
EMBARGOED UNTIL AFTER DELIVERY ON 3 JULY 2019, 9.30 AM 
 
CEREMONY 2: PRIZES AND AWARDS 
 
WEDNESDAY, 3 JULY 2019, 9.30 AM 
 
THE NIE TEACHERS’ INVESTITURE CEREMONIES JULY 2019 
国立教育学院教师就职典礼 
 
POSTGRADUATE DIPLOMA IN EDUCATION (PRIMARY) 
大学毕业教育专业文凭课程 (小学) 
 
NIE GOLD MEDAL 
国立教育学院金牌奖 
Awarded for Best Performance in the Postgraduate Diploma in Education (Primary) 
 
Alena Ho Li Na (Ms) : 何丽娜 
Email : alena_ho_li_na@moe.edu.sg 
 
ASSOCIATION OF MATHEMATICS EDUCATORS BOOK PRIZE  
数学教育者协会书籍奖  
Awarded for Best Performance in the Teaching of Mathematics in the Postgraduate 
Diploma in Education (Primary), including a Distinction or Credit in Practicum 
 
Kua Li En (Ms)  
Email Decline to be interviewed 
 
SINGAPORE ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE PRIZE 
新加坡科学进步协会奖 
Awarded for Best Performance in the Teaching of Science in the Postgraduate Diploma in 
Education (Primary), including a Distinction or Credit in Practicum 
 
Sharmini Jayasughavanagopal (Ms)  
Email : sharmini_javasughavanagopal@moe.edu.sg 
 
SINGAPORE TEACHERS’ UNION BOOK PRIZE 
新加坡教师总会奖 
Awarded for Best Performance in Practicum in the Postgraduate Diploma in Education 
(Primary) 
 
Ong Shaoxian, Edwin (Mr) : 王绍贤 
Email : ong_shaoxian_edwin@moe.edu.sg 
 
THE DR SHILA FERNANDEZ PRIZE 
希拉.费尔南德兹博士奖   
Awarded for Best Performance in the Teaching of English Language (with at least a B+ 
grade in Communication Skills for Teachers) in the Postgraduate Diploma in Education 
(Primary)  
 
Sharmini Jayasughavanagopal (Ms)  
Email : sharmini_javasughavanagopal@moe.edu.sg 

 



13 
 

WONG HEE HUA MEMORIAL PRIZE 
WONG HEE HUA 纪念奖  
Awarded for Best Overall Student Teacher in Mathematics in the Postgraduate Diploma in 
Education (Primary)  
 
Kua Li En (Ms)  

  

Email Decline to be interviewed  
 
Awarded for Best Overall Student Teacher in Music in the Postgraduate Diploma in 
Education (Primary)  
 
Yong En Qi, Priscilla (Ms)    
Email  : yong_en_qi_priscilla@moe.edu.sg 
  
POSTGRADUATE DIPLOMA IN EDUCATION (SECONDARY) 
大学毕业教育专业文凭课程 (中学) 
 
NIE GOLD MEDAL 
国立教育学院金牌奖 
Awarded for Best Performance in the Postgraduate Diploma in Education (Secondary/Junior 
College) 

 
Chee Chong Kit Nicholas (Mr) : 朱忠杰 
Email : chee_chong_kit_nicholas@moe.edu.sg 
 
ROTARY INTERNATIONAL 75TH ANNIVERSARY GOLD MEDAL  
扶轮社 75周年金牌奖  
Awarded for outstanding leadership and dedication to student activities in the Institute or  
services to the community 
 
Tan Han Xiong (Mr) :陈汉雄 
Email : tan_han_xiong@moe.edu.sg 
 
ASSOCIATION OF MATHEMATICS EDUCATORS BOOK PRIZE  
数学教育者协会书籍奖  
Awarded for Best Performance in the Teaching of Mathematics in the Postgraduate 
Diploma in Education (Secondary/Junior College), including a Distinction or Credit in 
Practicum 
 
Sarah Ang En Ling (Ms)  : 汪恩玲 
Email : sarah_ang_en_ling@moe.edu.sg 
 
GEOGRAPHY TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATION OF SINGAPORE BOOK PRIZE 
新加坡地理教师协会书籍奖 
Awarded for Best Performance in the Teaching of Geography in the Postgraduate 
Diploma in Education (Secondary/Junior College), including a Distinction or Credit in 
Practicum 
 
Andrea Brendan Ang Chin Wei (Mr)  
Email : andrea_ang_chin_wei@moe.edu.sg 
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HISTORY ASSOCIATION OF SINGAPORE BOOK PRIZE  
新加坡历史协会书籍奖 
Awarded for Best Performance in the Teaching of History in the Postgraduate Diploma in 
Education (Secondary/Junior College), including a Distinction or Credit in Practicum 
 
Jesslynn Goh Si En (Ms) : 吴思恩 
Email : jesslynn_goh_si_en@moe.edu.sg 
 
LCCI Prize 
伦敦工商会奖 
Awarded for Best Performance in the Teaching of Accounting and/or Teaching of 
Elements of Business Skills in the Postgraduate Diploma in Education (Secondary/Junior 
College), including a Distinction or Credit in Practicum 
 
Eugene P’ng Zhen Yao (Mr) : 方振耀 
Email : eugene_png@moe.edu.sg 
 
SINGAPORE ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE PRIZE 
新加坡科学进步协会奖 
Awarded for Best Performance in the Teaching of Biology or Physics or Chemistry in the 
Postgraduate Diploma in Education (Secondary/Junior College), including a Distinction or 
Credit in Practicum 
 
Loh Yuan Jie, Donovan (Luo Yuanjie) (Mr)   
Email  : loh_yuan_jie_donovan@moe.edu.sg 
 
SINGAPORE CHINESE TEACHERS’ UNION BOOK PRIZE 
新加坡华文教师总会书籍奖  
Awarded for Best Performance in the Curriculum Studies in Chinese in the Postgraduate 
Diploma in Education, including a Distinction or Credit in Practicum 
 
Ng Yee Jia (Huang Yujia) (Ms)  
Email : ng_yee_jia@moe.edu.sg 
 
SINGAPORE TEACHERS’ UNION BOOK PRIZE 
新加坡教师总会奖 
Awarded for Best Performance in Practicum in the Postgraduate Diploma in Education 
(Secondary/Junior College) 
 
Lan Yingjie (Mr) : 蓝颖杰 
Email : lan_yingjie@moe.edu.sg 
Mr Lan Yingjie is also the Valedictorian of his cohort 
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ANNEXE B 
EMBARGOED UNTIL AFTER DELIVERY ON 2 JULY 2019, 2.30 PM 
CEREMONY 1: TUESDAY, 2 JULY 2019, 2.30 PM 
 

Pang Aaron 
Jiansheng (Mr) 
Bachelor of 
Science 
(Education)  

Most awards won in 2019 
Quadruple Winner Says the Best Achievements Will Be His Students 
 
Aaron has always enjoyed mentoring the young and has been an active 
volunteer at church for children with special needs. He shares that 
connecting with trust and care is paramount when it comes to being 
someone whom his young charges can turn to. “By building a stronger 
relationship together, they will try harder,” he relates, “I realised that while 
rapport is good and all, at the end of the day, it is relationships that make 
a difference and these take time.” He is looking forward to dedicating his 
life to help young students achieve their best. The multi-award-winner 
humbly adds that he is not resting on the laurels and maintains that in 
order to be the best teaching professional he can be, there is so much 
more to learn.   

Kumaran S/O 
Muniandi (Mr)  
Bachelor of Arts 
(Education)  

An everyday hero  
Overcoming Kidney Failure and Money Woes 
 
He is one whom many supervisors noted as hardworking. Even during his 
Diploma in Education (DipEd) programme when he encountered 
hardships including looking after his father who was very sick and 
managing a difficult financial situation at home, he gave his best and 
pulled through in the DipEd and was accepted into the NIE degree track. 
He even had to give up overseas trips and work out alternative projects 
with his supervising lecturer so that he could keep his grades up. Through 
it all, he remained very positive and upbeat and his reply is always a 
cheery, “It’s ok. Everything is going well.”  
 
Another major setback came when Kumaran suffered kidney failure in his 
final semester and had to undergo a major kidney operation. 
Nevertheless, he submitted all his assignments, and turned up for his two 
written exam papers. Even though he was still on hospitalisation leave 
during the exam period, Kumaran was determined to graduate on time. 
This father-of-two is bound to be a shining example of grit and positivity as 
just as he is for many of us who had the pleasure of knowing him during 
his time as a student teacher at NIE.  

Ng Sihan Andre 
(Mr) 
Bachelor of Arts 
(Education) 

Home-schooled for success 
Home-schooled Since P4, He’s An All-rounder Achiever: Studies, Music 
and Sports 
 
Home-schooled since Primary four, Andre says his passion for music had 
honed his love to teach. This NTU-NIE Teaching Scholars Programme 
graduand felt he also needed to be in a degree programme with like-
minded individuals who also heeded the call to teach. He also excelled in 
sporting activities as a member of the NTU Triathlon Club and jested that 
he wanted to prove that it is untrue that music people cannot do sports 
and added that these give him the “balance” he needs in his life.  
 
Andre also said that he wants to be that special brand of teaching 
professional who takes time out to give more to his students. As much as 
he had great experiences learning as a home-schooled student and at 
NIE, he said: “I hope my actions and time given to my students can show 
my dedication and patience toward their better wellbeing and learning; 
that is the type of teacher I aspire to be.” 
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Khairul Nizam 
Bin Abdul Aziz 
(Mr)  
Diploma in 
Physical 
Education  

From Flights to Lives 
From Service in the Skies to Teaching Service 
  
Nizam says his previous job as a Singapore Airlines flight attendant further 
strengthened his keen sense of national duty. Firm believer and advocate of 
change, he wants to make an impact by teaching future generations. Even 
as a student teacher at NIE, he sought to forge greater ties amongst peers 
as Chairperson of the Physical Education and Sport Science Club and as an 
active member of Dancefuzion. He has a friendly disposition that endears 
him to his peers, lecturers and tutors who have noted his warm personality 
and good interpersonal skills. To this, he says that it is just as important to 
lend a listening ear to his students as it is to guide them.  

Cheng Zheng Yi 
(Ms)  
Diploma in 
Music Education  
 

Family inspires me… (1) 
My Mother’s Illness Taught Me Resilience  
 
Zheng Yi knew she wanted to teach. At the tender age of five, she 
witnessed how her late mother bravely faced and fought to live daily. 
Diagnosed with Myasthenia Gravis and Thymic Carcinoma, she saw how 
her mother showed great strength and perseverance in the face of her 
condition for 15 years. “She continued to live a meaningful and purposeful 
life, supporting the family, guiding both my brother and I in our growing 
years, and sharing her story to others so that she could give them hope in 
the process of her health battle.” 
 
The memories carried Zheng Yi through many difficulties and spurred her 
on continually to consider teaching as a career. A final nudge came from her 
JC teachers who encouraged her to excel at her second ‘A’ level attempt. 
She said by then, her calling was clear: Inspire others just as she was 
inspired. Her contribution, she adds, will be to help as many youths fulfil 
their full potential and remain hopeful just as her Mother and teachers 
motivated others with the courage to do so.   

Faridah Binte 
Mohamed Ali 
(Ms)  
Bachelor of Arts 
(Education)  

Family inspires me… (2) 
My Father Taught Me to Love Culture, Language and History  
 
As far as Faridah could recall, her father shared tales of history and culture 
zealously to spark her interest in Malay language. Through many colourful 
ways, the new Mother Tongue Language (MTL) teacher has him to thank for 
showing her how to bring stories of her heritage to life and spark her 
imagination. At secondary three, her then MTL teacher reinforced Faridah’s 
desire by teaching her and her classmates Malay language through songs. 
“The lyrics of the traditional songs he used are a reflection of my identity as 
a local Malay citizen… It changed my perception on how I should learn 
Perbasa, my connection to my culture and the passion for Mother Tongue 
was sealed.”  
 
Faridah helps her students appreciate the beauty of Malay language 
through Children’s Literature and singing; even leading them to victory as 
champions of the #BuySingLit2019 event. She will keep finding new ways to 
bring MTL to life as she added, “All those times we sang Malay songs, acted 
to understand passages, did Dikir Barat to expand vocabularies, I know I am 
creating an unforgettable bond.” 
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Muhammad 
Sufri Bin Ramli 
(Mr)  
Bachelor of 
Science 
(Education) 

Never Giving Up  
Second-time Applicant Wins Masters Scholarship  
 
Muhammad Sufri has always had the heart to teach and help others. Even 
when he did not get into NIE the first time he applied, he took on a job at 
Starhub and excelled so well he received the Best Mentor Award for 
outstanding contribution in supporting and coaching new officers. The award 
gave him enough courage to apply once again to NIE. This time, he was 
accepted. Not wanting to let this just slip by, he has been working hard to 
make the best of this opportunity.  
 
In fact, Muhammad Sufri did so well, he received the MOE Masters 
Scholarship to pursue Masters education in sport and exercise psychology. 
Upon his return from overseas, he has his heart set toward a lifelong 
mission: “My main motivation to teach is to reach out to students who lack 
the motivation to realise their own potential. I was once such a student and 
it took me a long academic journey before I started to realise my own 
strengths and passion that has brought me to where I am today – an 
educator!” 

Amira Binte 
Tajudin (Ms)  
Diploma in 
Physical 
Education  

From Hating Mathematics to Teaching It  
Becoming the Math Teacher to Motivate Others Just Like Her 
 
Math was not Amira’s strong suit. Under her teacher’s watchful supervision 
and tutelage, she managed to raise her grades. She even conquered her 
fear of the subject and grew to like it. Completing her studies, Amira landed 
a banking job where she could continue to pursue her love for numbers. 
Somehow, the impact of her math teacher’s encouragement left an indelible 
mark. She could not shake off the nagging call to pursue teaching. Finally 
taking a leap of faith to switch careers, Amira went back to school and 
graduates with the Beng Kim Holdings Book Prize for Best Performance in 
Teaching Mathematics and well on her way to be the math teacher she 
wants to aspire to be. Amira is also one of two winners in her cohort. 

Elaine Wong 
(Ms)  
Bachelor of 
Science 
(Education) 

Teaching Changed My Life  
Great Mentors in School Inspired Her to Teach 
 
Coming from a single parent family, Elaine said her teachers played a major 
role in her life. They nurtured her as an individual and taught her many 
important lessons that she needed. Completing the prestigious NTU-NIE 
Teaching Scholar Programme, she says that journeying with these great 
teaching mentors also helped her recognise how significant a role a teacher 
can make. What she gained will follow her into her career to help her make 
the same difference in her students’ lives. Especially those who face 
difficulties at home and surroundings. “Teachers can make a positive 
influence. The affirmation, belief and care one can give to students are 
pivotal to helping them find their sense of purpose and change in their lives.” 
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Tan Yizhen 
Vivien (Ms)  
Diploma in 
Physical 
Education 
(Primary) 

From Artistic Endeavours to Sporting Inspirations 
Former Art Director Pursues Volleyball Dream 
 
To Vivien, giving up her Art Directorship was a small price to pay. One 
kindled in her secondary school days, she grew to love volleyball which 
eventually led to her passion to coach and encourage children about the 
sport and the benefits of exercise. She says, “It was from coaching that I 
discovered my passion to nurture and care for children. I will forget how my 
words encouraged a Primary Two student to believe in herself and watch 
her gaining interest in my Math lesson. It showed me how important it is to 
instil positive learning experiences.” Leaving behind a career in advertising, 
she went back to school and faced the challenges with one steady focus: 
“Giving up my passion for arts is incomparable to the chance to change 
lives through teaching.”  

Amanda Soo Li 
Xin (Ms) 
Bachelor of Arts 
(Education) 

From Failing to Winning 
Low PSLE Scorer to Triple-award Winner  
 
Amanda recalls the tough time she had in primary school when she 
struggled with studies. Her low PSLE scores made her feel like she would 
never be able to pull through. “I had the desire to do better but didn’t know 
where and how to begin.” Together with her parents who were also teachers 
as well, her teachers helped Amanda mend her broken self-esteem and 
become the pillars of support she needed to pull through.  
 
“I was also aware that this took a lot of effort as my teachers had to put in a 
lot of extra time and effort to connect with me and help me find myself.” She 
believes her teachers and parents are the reason she truly found her calling. 
“I personally experienced how teachers can impact a student’s life so why 
wait anymore?” To this, she pursued teaching straight after obtaining her O’ 
Levels. Completing her diploma, she transitioned easily to the degree 
programme where she is the only female graduand with three awards.  

Foo Yan Ni (Ms)  
Bachelor of Arts 
(Education)  

Teaching Drives Me to be Better 
My Student Changed My Beliefs as a Teacher-to-be 
 
Two significant people transformed the way Yan Ni thought about teaching. 
Having spent an internship stint at a tuition centre, she grew very fond of her 
students. Deeply moved by their response to her encouragement and 
lessons, she felt this was the first moment she found her calling.  
 
The second was when she chanced upon a student with special needs 
during her second Teaching Practicum. She found it very difficult to interact 
with him and to get his attention in class because it was her first time. She 
decided to put in extra efforts to help him by spending time outside of class 
to get to know him better, including, spending all his recesses together. 
Slowly, he started to open up and shared his home experiences and 
feelings. Eventually building a trusting bond, she succeeded in addressing 
his learning needs and help ease the pressure he felt in class. Through him, 
she learned her valuable vocational lesson. “On my last day of school, he 
gave me a big hug and said ‘I will miss you, you are my favourite teacher!’ 
His words moved me so much… He helped me see that as long as I put my 
heart in, my students will appreciate what we do and respond positively.” 
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EMBARGOED UNTIL AFTER DELIVERY ON 3 JULY 2019, 9.30 AM 
CEREMONY 2: WEDNESDAY, 3 JULY 2019, 9.30 AM 
 

Yeo Shor Peou 
(Yang Xuepiao) 
(Ms)  
Postgraduate 
Diploma in 
Education 
(Secondary) 

Being Poor Made Me Rich  
Not Being Able to Afford Basic Needs Did Not Stop Me 
 
As far as Shor Peou could recall, growing up in a family of six meant making 
sacrifices to make ends meet. Her parents were not well-educated but 
strived hard to give her siblings and her what they could. Whilst they could 
not even afford simple needs like a study desk and chair, her parents often 
reminded the importance of education. She recalled how her mother 
collected used assessment books from friends for Shor Peou and her 
siblings. Family bonding fun was sitting down together to erase scribbles 
from these used assessment books so they could use them and walking long 
distances from one destination to another to save on transport fees. The 
experiences did not dishearten but taught them tenacity and resilience 
instead.  
 
She adds that through each struggle and having little, there was always 
familial support. These continue to be her daily inspiration to pursue 
education as a career so that she can help to instil change. When her older 
sister garnered many achievements from her studies, Shor Peou felt inspired 
to excel harder and this reinforced her decision to teach. As cliché as it may 
seem to others, to Shor Peou, her life story is one that helps her realise that 
she can do something to help other students who have much to overcome. 

Tan Han Xiong 
(Mr) 
Postgraduate 
Diploma in 
Education 
(Secondary) 

Star Graduate Prefers to Teach 
Starred First Class Cambridge Graduate Says Yes to Teaching and 
Community  
 
While there may be many promising career pathways open to Han Xiong, he 
only felt most compelled to teach. For some time now, he has been spending 
his Saturdays volunteering with underprivileged children to help them with 
literacy and reading. To him, his academic excellences can hardly match the 
joy he feels when they improve, derive greater understanding from reading 
and willingly share their lives with him. “I have observed how many 
contemporary social ills root from improper and inadequate education. In 
University, we were tasked to find solutions… but at every turn, I found that 
education is key.” As he continues to be the passionate teaching advocate, 
he hopes to instil in his students the value and joy of lifelong learning too. “I 
started to pick up classical violin from scratch and this is hard because I am 
a lot older but I will use this as an example to cheer my students on, to keep 
learning and never give up.” 

Sarah Ang En 
Ling (Ms) 
Postgraduate 
Diploma in 
Education 
(Secondary) 
 

Teaching is in my Blood  
Humanitarian seeks to impact more lives 
 
Sarah had backstage access to the life of a teacher. With her parents being 
teachers themselves, family dinner conversations include inspiring stories, 
latest classroom management hacks and a slew of struggles. Only after 
volunteering as Singapore Red Cross Youth officer for about 5 years through 
tertiary education that she realised, teaching was her calling. It all became 
clearer to her when one incident involving her junior cadet shifted her 
perspective, which motivated her to pursue teaching. Sarah puts her 
students’ before her, acknowledging nothing is more fulfilling than seeing her 
students fulfil their dreams. 
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Tay Chin-Na, 
Regina (Ms) 
Postgraduate 
Diploma in 
Education  

Mid-career Switchers (1)  
From MNC Management to Inspirational Art  
Successful Manager Takes Up Teaching Instead 
 
Regina and her three siblings came from a lower economic background who 
got by on a single parent income. In her younger days, she did not really 
have an adult mentor who had sufficient time to ensure she was coping well. 
Growing up in a predominantly Chinese- and dialect-speaking environment, 
she struggled to learn English. Luckily, her English language teacher 
incorporated trending movies into the class curriculum. She also 
remembered enjoying Physics as another teacher used to engage the class 
with trivia questions to link solutions to real world situations. Etched in her 
mind are these two significant teachable moments in her life and why this 
former interior and product designer is porting her artistic talent to teaching 
lessons instead. “I can use Art to help a student cope with anger,” she 
explains, “a student I had during Practicum was rude and impulsive. I drew a 
comic strip of him taming the dragon inside himself.” Using the metaphor, 
she helped him to take charge of his attitude and actions. “Whenever he was 
unruly, I would say ‘can you tame it please’.” Giving up a promising regional 
and general sales manager role at a multinational corporation in the US is 
hardly a sacrifice. She says that her desire to make a difference far 
outweighs everything. “Being able to touch lives through my passion for Art 
is something money cannot buy.”  

Lim Chee Koon 
(Mr)  
Postgraduate 
Diploma in 
Education 
(Secondary) 

Mid-career Switchers (2)  
From Armed Forces to Teaching Classes  
Answering a Different Port of Call   
 
Deciding not to deny his calling to teach anymore, Chee Koon hung up his 
uniform and donned civilian tresses in his early 30s to go back to school. 
This time, defending his country by pursuing the desire to help nurture future 
generations. He admitted that he was able to achieve much when he was a 
youth because he had strong teaching role models during his schooling 
years. “I want to be a teacher to inculcate values into my students to help 
them succeed in the future with strength in character.” He also believes that 
teaching can bring him closer to helping youths realise their potential and 
learn from his experiences. “As PE teachers, we can lead by example to 
encourage our students and our colleagues to lead a healthy lifestyle. We 
cannot discount how these can instil traits like discipline and self-motivation 
that are key components to a successful life.”  

Callie Yu Shair-er 
(Ms)  
Postgraduate 
Diploma  
in Education 
(Physical 
Education) 
 

Mid-career Switchers (3)  
From HR needs to Special Needs 
Taking on a Career Track to Inspire Young Lives 
 
Callie has always been passionate about serving the less-privileged children. 
She worked with students in Girls’ Brigade Companies and the Befrienders’ 
Club who ignited her passion for making a difference in young lives. The 
thirty-three-year-old and mother of two young children, decided to walk the 
talk. To follow her heart, the former HR executive stepped out of her comfort 
zone to be a student again to pursue a teaching certification. Callie juggled 
her role as mother and student and admitted there were challenges but 
preferred to focus on how as a full-fledged teacher, she can be a positive 
influence on her students and her children as well. “I want to be a source of 
motivation and what better way than to do so through a meaningful career. 
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Jesslynn Goh 
(Ms)  
Postgraduate 
Diploma in 
Education 
(Secondary) 
 
 

Teaching Changed My Life 
My Teacher Helped Me Find My Way 
 
Being a DSA student in her secondary school, Jesslynn admitted she felt 
different from her classmates. But thanks to her History and Social Studies 
teacher, Mr Kamal, she found motivation through him because he 
championed the lower ability students with encouragement and unique 
teaching approaches. “He used to share how the underdogs’ (unexpected) 
victories were always so much sweeter like how Manchester City’s victories 
against Manchester United were more satisfying and exhilarating.” This 
constant encouragement was what kept her going through the two years of 
‘O’ Level preparations and the final examinations. Thanks to Mr Kamal, 
Jesslynn was one of the school’s top scorers. “Through this experience, I 
have since recognised how a teacher can really transform a life and it was 
then that I decided to pay it forward and inspire the next generation of youth, 
just as Mr Kamal did for me and my classmates.” 

Lan Yingjie (Mr)  
Postgraduate 
Diploma in 
Education 
(Secondary)  

Mother Inspires Son to Teach  
Carrying on the Love of Teaching  
 
Yingjie admits he was keen on studying medicine or joining the police force 
more at first but chose to teach after a teaching stint. This Valedictorian of 
his cohort says his inspiring role model is none other than his mother who 
has been a teacher for 25 years. “I grew up watching her teach faithfully. 
Since both my parents teach, I guess I have an inside look into the 
challenges teachers can face, I know I am lucky to have this to prepare for 
my work ahead.” The challenge, therefore, is not the work and load, rather 
what the profession and future career path will reveal about himself. “I was 
not the easiest student to handle but my teachers were very patient and 
walked me through my struggles. My main motivation will be to pay this 
forward. I am sure that through my students, I will also be on a journey of 
self-discovery.”   

Ong Shaoxian, 
Edwin (Mr)  
Postgraduate 
Diploma in 
Education 
(Primary)  

From Bad Student to Good Teacher 
Not Doing Well is What Sets Me Apart From Others  
 
Edwin knows exactly what it is like to be “average” and how it feels to keep 
having setbacks in learning. “When I was a student, I let failure define my 
identity.” His teachers, on the other hand, encouraged him and presented 
more opportunities to develop his strengths instead. Looking back, Edwin 
said the tough times faced now motivate him continuously to teach better. “I 
do enjoy seeing students develop resilience and empathy just as I did. To 
succeed in learning well, my teachers helped me focus on my good qualities 
instead of concentrating on what I did wrong. To be in this position of 
influence to do the same work as they did, is a huge privilege for me.”  
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