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Programme 
 

Time Item 

9.00am Welcome by Prof Lee Wing On, Dean, Education Research, NIE 

9.20am Future Directions for Comparative Educational Dialogue in the Asia-
Pacific Region by Dr Christine Fox, Education Consultant, 
University of Wollongong / Q&A 

9.40am The Development and Role of Comparative Education: Recalling 
Histories in Singapore and Hong Kong by Prof Mark Bray, Director, 
Comparative Education Research Centre, Faculty of Education, 
University of Hong Kong 

10.00am Tea reception 

10.40am Cross-National Policy Borrowing: Understanding Reception and 
Translation by Prof Gita Steiner-Khamsi, Professor of Comparative 
and International Education, Teachers College, Columbia University 
/ Q&A  

11.00am Path Dependence in Education Systems: Why History Makes Us 
Unique by Prof David Turner, Professor of Education, University of 
Glamorgan / Q&A  

11.20am Secularism, Security and Schooling by Prof Lynn Davies, Emeritus 
Professor, University of Birmingham / Q&A  

11.40am Consideration of Dominance, Identity and Language Issues in a 
Comparative Context by A/P Diane Napier, College of Education, 
University of Georgia and Prof Suzanne Majhanovich, Professor 
Emerita / Adjunct Research Professor, Faculty of Education, 
University of Western Ontario / Q&A  

12.00pm Lunch 

1.20pm Educational Reforms Success in Latin America: Discussing 
International Results by Prof Cristian Perez Centeno, Researcher, 
Universidad Nacional de Tres de Febrero / Q&A  



 

 

Time Item 

1.40pm Democracy and Diversity in Scandinavian Schools by Ast/P Heidi 
Biseth, Faculty of Teacher Education, Buskerud University College / 
Q&A 

2.00pm Modernity, Schooling and Diversity in Turkey by Prof Fatma Gök, 
Faculty of Education, Educational Sciences Department, Boğaziçi 
University / Q&A 

2.20pm Theories in Comparative Education - An Instance of the Tension 
Between the Local and the Global by Prof Karin Amos, Professor, 
University of Tuebingen / Q&A 

2.40pm Tea reception 

3.20pm Discussion 

4.30pm Closing remarks by Dr Clementina Acedo, Director, UNESCO 
International Bureau of Education 

5.00pm End of symposium 
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Future Directions for Comparative Educational Dialogue in the Asia-Pacific Region by Dr 
Christine Fox, Education Consultant, University of Wollongong 
 
Synopsis 
 
In this presentation, Dr Fox will highlight one of the specific aims of the World Council of 
Comparative Education Societies (WCCES) – that of encouraging international cooperation 
among all nations, particularly with a view to fostering „Education for All‟ and promoting 
quality of education in less industrialised countries. Many researchers of comparative 
education devote their professional lives beyond their own universities to share their 
expertise with university groups internationally, and with international, bilateral, national and 
non-government agencies and institutions. Many individual members of Constituent Societies 
of the WCCES around the world are contracted to consult with agencies such as the World 
Bank, UNESCO, International Institute for Educational Planning, Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Development, the European Union and Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation. 
Using comparative education theories and methodologies, these researchers and 
practitioners are particularly active in the Asia-Pacific arena. 
 
Two key concepts in comparative and international education will be discussed in this 
presentation: those of regionalism and of partnership. The first concept, regionalism, will be 
discussed in relation to “the shifting alliances and realignments of political ideological and 
geographic borders” occurring in the name of globalisation, and their impact on the regional 
priorities of areas such as the Pacific and East Asia, including Singapore. 
 
The second concept, that of partnership, arises from recent critical reviews around the globe 
on the controversial nature of partnerships between interested groups and less industrialised 
countries in undertaking development programmes. In the concluding discussion, Dr Fox 
hopes to draw out what parts the education „comparativists‟ from the region including 
Singapore, China, Malaysia and Indonesia, are already playing in the field, and where future 
directions in comparative education may take us. 
 
Bio-profile 
 
Dr Christine Fox is the Secretary-General of WCCES and an honorary academic in the 
Faculty of Education, University Of Wollongong. Her published research focuses on 
postcolonial and critical approaches to globalisation, educational policy and development, 
intercultural communication, and equity in education. Dr Fox has authored several reports 
from her international consultancies in Southeast Asia and the Pacific, including 
recommendations and outcomes in the areas of gender policy, equity, teacher education, 
curriculum, higher education and basic education reform. 
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The Development and Role of Comparative Education: Recalling Histories in Singapore and 
Hong Kong by Prof Mark Bray, Director, Comparative Education Research Centre, Faculty of 
Education, University of Hong Kong 
 
Synopsis 
 
In 1970, the University of Ottawa, Canada, hosted the First World Congress of Comparative 
Education Societies. One of the papers, presented by To Cho-Yee, was entitled Comparative 
Education in the Education of Teachers: Singapore and Hong Kong. The paper noted that 
courses in comparative education were more prominent in the teacher education 
programmes of Singapore than in Hong Kong. To partly attributed this fact to Singapore‟s 
national identity in contrast to Hong Kong‟s colonial identity. 
 
Thirty-five years later in 2005, Mark Bray and Maria Manzon reviewed To‟s paper in an 
article entitled Comparative Education and Teacher Education in Singapore and Hong Kong: 
Comparisons over Time as well as Place. The article noted that the picture in 2005 was 
radically different from that in 1970: no longer were courses in comparative education taught 
in Singapore, whereas in Hong Kong they had significant prominence. In addition, Hong 
Kong had a professional society - Comparative Education Society of Hong Kong (CESHK) - 
affiliated to the World Council of Comparative Education Societies (WCCES) and a number 
of specialised academic units explicitly devoted to the field of comparative education. The 
article advanced some reasons for the altered balance, noting enabling and direct forces of 
change. 
 
This presentation commences with a summary of To‟s 1970 paper and Bray and Manzon‟s 
2005 article. It then remarks on further perspectives from the vantage point of 2012. The 
presentation identifies some objectives and avenues for comparative study of education in 
the two locations and will sketch some possibilities for further development and leadership in 
both Singapore and Hong Kong. 
 
Bio-profile 
 
Mark Bray is UNESCO Chair Professor of Comparative Education and Director of the 
Comparative Education Research Centre at the University of Hong Kong. He has taught at 
the University since 1986, prior to which he was a teacher in secondary schools in Kenya 
and Nigeria and a lecturer at the Universities of Edinburgh, Papua New Guinea and London. 
Between 2006 and 2010, he took leave from the University of Hong Kong to work in Paris as 
Director of UNESCO‟s International Institute for Educational Planning (IIEP). Professor Bray 
has been Assistant Secretary General (1994-2000), Secretary General (2000-2005) and 
President (2004-2007) of WCCES. He has also been President of CESHK and a member of 
the Boards of Directors of the Comparative Education Society of Asia and the Comparative 
and International Education Society. He has written extensively about aspects of the 
financing and administration of education, and about research methods in comparative 
education. 



 

 

- 5 - 
 
 
Cross-National Policy Borrowing: Understanding Reception and Translation by Prof Gita 
Steiner-Khamsi, Professor of Comparative and International Education, Teachers College, 
Columbia University 
 
Synopsis 
 
The presentation deals with traveling reforms, that is, reform packages that are transferred 
from one country to another. Such reform packages eg teacher accountability, outcomes-
based education, performance pay, etc are sometimes borrowed with explicit references to 
another country and sometimes only with a broad reference to “international standards”. 
Unsurprisingly, the educational system of Singapore is often used as an example of 
emulation. That is, many educational systems attempt to draw lessons and borrow from 
Singapore. Prof Steiner-Khamsi explains two key concepts of research on policy borrowing: 
reception and translation. Reception questions explore reasons for why particular groups 
borrow a travelling reform at a particular moment. Translation is a term used to analyse the 
re-contextualisation or local adaptation of borrowed policies or reforms. Using the example of 
performance pay or bonus payments in Mongolia, the presentation illustrates the uses of a 
comparative perspective for policy studies in education. She reports on findings from three 
empirical studies that dealt with teacher salaries and that were funded by the Open Society 
Institute, World Bank, and UNICEF Mongolia. In a broader context, the presentation deals 
with theories and methods of comparative policy studies. 
 
Bio-profile 
 
Gita Steiner-Khamsi is Professor of Comparative and International Education at Teachers 
College, Columbia University, in New York, and was President of the Comparative and 
International Education Society in 2009/2010. She has published seven books and numerous 
articles; most recently Policy Borrowing and Lending (with Florian Waldow; Routledge, 2012) 
and South-South Cooperation in Education and Development (with Linda Chisholm; 
Teachers College Press and HSRC Press, 2009). 
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Path Dependence in Education Systems: Why History Makes Us Unique by Prof David 
Turner, Professor of Education, University of Glamorgan 
 
Synopsis 
 
Various efforts have been made to apply concepts from chaos and compexity to the 
development of educational systems. Fractals and the butterfly effect are well known, at least 
in their non-mathematical forms. Probably the most difficult concept from complexity theory, 
and consequently one of the least well known, is the strange attractor. 
 
This talk examines the concept of a strange attractor, in the context of educational systems, 
and shows the links between a system having a memory, having a history, and having a 
unique path through cultural history are linked. 
 
These concepts are helpful in shaping a comparative framework for understanding how a 
universal phenomenon like globalisation is expressed in a unique way in each cultural setting 
where the system unfolds according to its own strange attractor. 
 
Bio-profile 
 
David Turner is Emeritus Professor of Education at the University of Glamorgan. He is author 
of Theory of Education (Continuum, 2004), Theory and Practice of Education (Continuum, 
2007), Using the Medical Model in Education: Can a Pill Make You Smart (Continuum, 2010) 
and Quality in Higher Education (Sense, 2011) as well as numerous articles. 
 
His primary interests are in the area of theory, and especially theory that allows for the 
exercise of free will on the part of those involved in education. 
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Secularism, Security and Schooling by Prof Lynn Davies, Emeritus Professor, University of 
Birmingham 
 
Synopsis 
 
This paper develops themes from a forthcoming book which makes the case for „inclusive 
secularism‟ in society and school. It challenges some of the myths about secularism and 
examines the impact of religious fundamentalism on political, economic and human security 
in different countries. In the argument for secular education in a diverse society, the need for 
an inclusive, cross-cutting value base is acknowledged: human and children‟s rights provide 
the best example, and the work of rights respecting schools is outlined. A different form of 
learning - and unlearning - is found in the work on deradicalisation, disengagement and 
debiasing, and current initiatives in mentoring those at risk of violent extremism are 
described. Finally, student and teacher activism with regard to security is explored, 
particularly secular and religious protest movements. The arguments of the book are set 
within a revisiting of complexity. 

 
Bio-profile 
 
Lynn Davies is Emeritus Professor of International Education in the Centre for International 
Education and Research, University of Birmingham. Her interests are in education and 
fragility, conflict and extremism. Books include Education and Conflict: Complexity and 
Chaos (2004) and Educatinng Against Extremism (2008). Recent consultancies have been 
on capacity development in Afghanistan, education for peace and social cohesion in Sri 
Lanka and curriculum reform evaluation in Turkey. 
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Consideration of Dominance, Identity and Language Issues in a Comparative Context by A/P 
Diane Napier, College of Education, University of Georgia and Prof Suzanne Majhanovich, 
Professor Emerita / Adjunct Research Professor, Faculty of Education, University of Western 
Ontario 
 
Synopsis 
 
Language and culture are powerful determinants of identity. It is no wonder then that people 
everywhere struggle to maintain and preserve the language of their heritage. But faced with 
the dominance of potent economical entities, often former colonisers, the less influential 
groups must struggle to choose whether to promote indigenous languages and culture or try 
to assimilate into the more powerful group. 
 
The speakers present some of the issues arising over questions of dominance, identity and 
languages, based on international comparative research from several countries. Particular 
focus is on the growing impact of English as a lingua franca of the modern world, and on the 
implications for education. Why has English gained such prominence? What effect does this 
have on the globalised world? The presenters argue that the importance of English among 
other powerful European languages promotes neo-colonialism and certainly abets the neo-
liberal ideals of encouraging a market economy. The tensions between global or metropolitan 
languages and indigenous/local languages are a global phenomenon but contextual factors 
within countries shape the specific features of the relationships among language, education, 
culture and identity. Selected examples of the issues in Malaysia, Hong Kong, Singapore, 
South Africa, Tanzania, Spain and Costa Rica are being presented. 
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Bio-profiles 
 
Diane Napier was born and raised in South Africa, where she received her undergraduate 
education. She is a faculty member of the College of Education and the African Studies 
Institute at the University of Georgia as well as the Uga Costa Rican faculty. Her research 
and teaching interests focus on post-colonial educational reform policies, democratic 
transformation policies and implementation issues in Sub-Saharan Africa (especially South 
Africa) and in other developing countries including Costa Rica, Cuba and the United Arab 
Emirates. She focuses on issues of globalisation of education, reform policy / practice and 
implementation, race, ideology, language, and justice / injustice, human resources 
development (education, health, housing, labour, migration refugees), environmental issues 
and teacher education. 
 
Suzanne Majhanovich is Professor Emerita / Adjunct Research Professor at the University of 
Western Ontario. She is a former President of the Comparative and International Education 
Society of Canada, is former editor of the Society‟s journal, Canadian and International 
Education and is also Chair of the Publication Standing Committee, World Council of 
Comparative Education Societies. Her current research interests include the teaching of 
English as a foreign language in international contexts, the common European framework of 
reference for languages and its importance for the language curriculum and pedagogy, 
effects of neo-liberalism on universities, educational restructuring, decentralisation and 
privatisation. 
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Educational Reforms Success in Latin America: Discussing International Results by Prof 
Cristian Perez Centeno, Researcher, Universidad Nacional de Tres de Febrero 
 
Synopsis 
 
Almost 10 years after the political closing of the neoliberal cycle that framed educational 
reforms in Latin America in the 90s, this paper assesses their success in three countries – 
Argentina, Brazil and Chile. The analysis is supported by the theoretical framework 
developed by Martin Carnoy in his text „Are educational reforms working in Latin America? 
New perspectives‟ (2002) and spin-off texts, as an alternative model to classical analysis of 
educational reforms and quality assurance of its various educational systems.  
 
As regards methodology, several indicators, weighted by Carnoy for consideration of 
success of Latin American reforms, will be used to analyze educational systems of 
Argentina, Brazil and Chile: (a) expansion of system access, (b) performance of the most 
disadvantaged intake and (c) improvement of factors associated to educational achievement. 
Data focus, mainly, on secondary school education since it is at this stage that the greatest 
difficulty is encountered. Primary education coverage is practically universal and diminishes 
rapidly when secondary education is considered.  
 
In its analysis, this study compares not only the impact of reforms within and across the 
countries mentioned above but also on Carnoy‟s proposal for analysis and traditional models 
of reform assessment (basically, through the study of changes in effectiveness –learning 
results- and internal efficiency of systems – repeat students and drop-outs).  
 
Finally, this paper raises questions about the true capacity for improvement that reform 
processes have had for the population of those countries –specially for Argentina- not just in 
educational terms but also with respect to its democratization and, equity. 
 
Bio-profile 
 
Cristian Perez Centeno is Lecturer and Researcher at Universidad Nacional de Tres de 
Febrero in Argentina, where he is also Coordinator of Postgraduate Programmes. He is a 
founding member and Vice President of the Argentine Society of Comparative Studies in 
Education as well as a consultant on educational issues for several local and international 
organisations. He specialises in educational planning, management and institutional 
assessment, mainly in higher education. 
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Democracy and Diversity in Scandinavian Schools by Ast/P Heidi Biseth, Faculty of Teacher 
Education, Buskerud University College 
 
Synopsis 
 
Through the IEA civic study, students from the Scandinavian countries Denmark, Norway 
and Sweden assert their democratic knowledge and skills, and are found to significantly 
surpass the international average. Increasing demographic diversity in urban areas brings 
forth a query on how the educational system manages to promote democratic values 
including respect for diversity and provision of equal opportunities for all. This presentation 
intends to take a profound look at how students perceive the democratic values transmitted 
through educators‟ practices. The information provided is then compared to previous 
interviews done with educators in the same schools. The study suggests that the students 
find that educators only manage to utilise the asset of diversity in citizenship education to a 
limited extent. Furthermore, in a societal and political hardening environment, these students 
are in the risk of marginalisation as future citizens, something not to any considerable degree 
in the limelight of the custodians of democracy. 
 
Bio-profile 
 
Heidi Biseth is Assistant Professor at Faculty of Teacher Education, Buskerud University 
College. She has an MPhil degree in Comparative and International Education and a 
pending PhD in Comparative and Multicultural Education. Her teaching and research 
interests revolve around democracy, multiculturalism and human rights in relation to 
education and education in post-conflict areas. Ast/P Biseth has published both nationally 
and internationally and was granted the 2011 Torney-Purta Outstanding Paper award for the 
article Citizenship Education in Scandinavian Multicultural Schools: A Comparative Study of 
Students’ and Teachers’ Perceptions. 
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Modernity, Schooling and Diversity in Turkey by Prof Fatma Gök, Faculty of Education, 
Educational Sciences Department, Boğaziçi University 
 
Synopsis 
 
This paper aims to explore education and the role it plays in a given citizenship regime. Prof 
Gök particularly examines the issues of diversity and schooling in relation to modernisation 
process and educational policies in Turkish society. She specifically deals with the tension 
between the philosophical paradigm of modernity which is based on equality, rationality, an 
ideal universal humanity and the social structure composed of multicultural, multiethnic and 
multilingual population. 
 
It is a well known fact that education was attributed a critical function in the modernisation 
efforts of the nation building process in Turkey. It was strongly believed that education is a 
positive agent for the transformation of the traditional islamic society into a “modern” one. 
This function of education was essential in the development of Turkey's new citizenship 
identity. It can be argued that the nation-building process in Turkey and successive 
modernisation attempts provide one of the good examples of the above mentioned tension. 
Prof Gök then examines the tension arising from the role of education, vis-à-vis the nation-
building process and diverse social, cultural, ethnic, religious segments of society. 
 
Bio-profile 
 
Fatma Gök received her Bachelor‟s degree from the Department of Education Sciences at 
the University of Ankara and received her graduate education and PhD, in 1987, from 
Colombia University, USA. She works as a Professor at the Department of Educational 
Sciences at Boğaziçi University. Her academic work focuses on education policy, social 
foundations of education, gender in education and comparative education. She has 
published on the right to education, discrimination in education, the relationship between 
social justice and education and neoliberal policies in education. She was part of the editorial 
collectives of the journal Socialist Feminist Kaktüs (1988-1992) and the feminist magazine 
Pazartesi (1999-2001). She acted as the coordinator of the Education Philosophy Working 
Group at the Democratic Education Congress of the Teacher‟s Union in 1998 and of the 
working group on the right to education in the face of global assaults at the 5th Democratic 
Education Congress, again organised by the Teacher‟s Union Eğitim Sen. Her Survey of 
Teacher Profiles(together with Rıfat Okaçabol) was published in 1998. She was the Editor of 
Education in 75 years, published by the Turkish Economic and Social History Association. 
Her comic-book and guide Towards an Educational Environment Respectful of Human 
Rights, prepared together with Alper Şahin, takes a critical look at schools and is used as a 
resource for the efforts to bring democracy to schools. Education in Multicultural Societies – 
Perspectives from Turkey and Sweden, prepared together with Marie Carlson and Anika 
Rabo, was published by IB Tauris & Co Ltd. in 2007. She recently convened the XIV World 
Congress of Comparative Education Societies, held In Istanbul in June 2010. 
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Theories in Comparative Education - An Instance of the Tension Between the Local and the 
Global by Prof Karin Amos, University of Tuebingen 
 
Synopsis 
 
While there is a strong discussion on methodical and methodological issues in comparative 
education, some important issues relating to theories are under-emphasised. The 
presentation addresses not the well known critiques on modernisation theories or other 
“grand” Western theories, the debate on “meta theories” such as Marxian and Functionalist 
approaches, or the more recent influence of French sociology and Structuralist theories, but 
the more subtle but not less far reaching implications of different national traditions in 
theorising education and their implications for comparative studies. For instance, if one 
compares music education in pre-school settings between Asian and Western countries, a 
number of issues need to be addressed. In an educational context, not only psychological 
theories on child development are concerned here but also traditions of aesthetic education 
including their philosophical underpinnings, different images and cultural embedding of the 
child and his/her relation to adult society. In the final analysis, one ends up being concerned 
with different ways of knowing, the presentation problematises these concerns against a 
background of increasingly standardised global models of Science. 
 
Bio-profile 
 
Prof Karin Amos is a faculty at the University in Tuebingen, Germany. Her areas of interest 
include international educational governance, cultural studies in education, the relation 
between education and politics, current trends in early childhood education, the relation 
between education and literature. 
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Dr Clementina Acedo, Director, UNESCO International Bureau of Education (IBE) 
 
Bio-profile 
 
Dr Acedo holds a Licenciatura en Sociologia (1982) from Universidad Católica Andrés Bello 
(Caracas, Venezuela), an MA in International Development Education (1984), an MA in 
Philosophy (1988) and a PhD in International Comparative Education (1997), all from 
Stanford University. 
 
Since 2001, Dr Acedo has been a Professor and Co-Director of the Institute for International 
Studies in Education at the University of Pittsburgh, USA. Previously, she worked as the 
National Director of a UNDP social development programme in Venezuela, then as 
Researcher, International Consultant and Professor at a research and public policy institute 
(Instituto de Estudios Superiores de Administración - IESA) in Caracas and as Education 
Specialist at the World Bank. 
 
She has extensive experience in organising, administering and doing research and in 
implementing cooperation projects with international organisations. Her research experience 
and project activities have concerned Latin America, East Asia, Eastern Europe, Africa and 
the Middle East.  
 
Dr Acedo assumed the role of Director of the IBE on 15 February 2007. 
 
 


