
FAQs 
ON PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT PATHWAY

Q: Where can I find the list of Master’s courses that are offered as PD?

A: You can refer to our course offerings at https://place.nie.edu.sg.

Alternatively, you can browse through the courses listed in our Master’s programme: 
NIE Website (www.nie.edu.sg) > Higher Degrees > Masters by Coursework, 
choose the course you are interested in, and contact us at inservice@nie.edu.sg 
to enquire about its next offering.

Q: Where and what time are courses held?

A: The venue will vary from course to course. In general, courses are held either in
NIE or at the Academy of Singapore Teachers.

Most Master-level courses are held in the evenings from 6pm-9pm. Depending 
on the course you have registered for, the timing may vary.

Q: What are the entry requirements for the Master-level PD courses?

A: Entry requirements for the Master-level PD courses are the same as the entry
requirements for the corresponding Master’s programme.  You can refer to 
respective Master programme’s webpage: 
NIE Website (www.nie.edu.sg) > Higher Degrees > Masters by Coursework for 
more information on entry requirements.

Q: Is there a validity period to each Master-level PD courses?

A: Courses have a validity period of 5 years from the date of award of the course as 
reflected in the official result slip/transcript.

Q: Does taking these courses qualify me for admission into the 
Master programmes?

A: No, these Master-level PD courses do not provide you admission into our Master’s 
programmes. They allow you to seek accreditation for the corresponding courses 
in the Master’s programme and count towards the Academic Unit requirement for 
graduation.

Q: When must I decide to apply to be a Master’s student?

A: Courses have a validity period of 5 years from the date of award of the course 
as reflected in the official result slip/transcript. If you are seeking accreditation 
using these courses, you must be admitted into a Master’s programme before 
the 5-year period is up. 

Q: How do I transfer my course credits for the Master-level PD
courses in the Master’s programme?

A: Upon successful admission into our Master’s programme, you can apply for
the courses credits from your Master-level PD courses into your programme. 
The general guideline allows for 12 academic units to be transferred into the 
programme. This is on condition that the courses are relevant to the Master’s 
degree that you intend to pursue and are of grade C+ or higher. The validity 
period for credit transfer of a course is 5 years from the date of award of the 
course as reflected in the official result slip/transcript. The course must not have 
been used for credit transfer into another programme.

Q: How should I decide which Master-level PD courses to take up?

A: If you have a specific Master’s programme in mind, you can choose to register for 
courses that are listed within that programme.

Q: How can I apply for accreditation to the Advanced Postgraduate 
Diploma?

A: You can download and complete this form, www.nie.edu.sg/docs/default-
source/GPL/pd-forms/application-form-for-course-accreditation-into-in-
service-(2015).pdf, and submit to us at inservice@nie.edu.sg. 
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PROFESSIONAL LEARNING AT NIE

The institute has a wide range of exciting and interesting programmes and courses for 
professional development.  

The courses offered are in the following subject areas:
Assessment 

 Curriculum
Design & Technology

 Drama
Early Childhood 
English Language & Literature

 Geography
 History
 Leadership
 Mathematics 

Mother Tongue Languages & 
Literature

In addition, we offer courses that can be accredited into the 
following Advanced Diploma programmes:

Primary English Language Education
Primary Mathematics Education
Primary Science Education
Teaching Early Primary School Years

For more information of the programmes and courses offered, please scan the following QR code:

For more information about the programmes and courses listing, 
please visit www.nie.edu.sg/gpl/pd.

For more information about Professional Learning and Continuing Education (PLaCE), 
please visit https://place.nie.edu.sg.

Alternatively, you can write in your queries to the Professional and Leadership Development 
(PLD) team at inservice@nie.edu.sg.

 Music
Physical Education 

 Research
 Science

Social and Emotional Learning
Social Studies 
Special Needs Education
Tech-enabled Learning
Visual Arts
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Q: Can I attend a course without doing the assignments?

A: Participants are required to complete and receive a ‘Pass’ grade for all assignments
in order to complete the course. Failure to submit assignments will result in an ‘F’ 
grade. There is currently no option for participants to audit a course in NIE.

Q: Will I receive a certificate upon completing the course?

A: There will be no certificate issued for completing a course. You can download a 
copy of the course results when it is made available on the NIE Portal.

Q: Can I withdraw from a course after the term starts?

A: Withdrawal will be granted by NIE on a case by case basis. Administrative 
charges will be imposed if the withdrawal is made after the first 2 weeks of the 
term. Participants can consult the Office of Academic Administration and Services 
(OAAS) at  masterscourse@nie.edu.sg for more information. 

Professional 
Learning &
Continuing 
Education

Professional Learning and Continuing Education at NIE (PLaCE@NIE) provides a 
suite of programmes and courses to support the continual development of educators and 
working professionals.  Professional development is a lifelong journey, we aim to help 
each individual reach their aspiration for professional growth through multiple pathways.

Visit PLaCE@NIE at https://place.nie.edu.sg today!
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
Pathway

Professional Development Pathways 
through Advanced Postgraduate Diploma and Masters by 
Coursework programmes
Since April 2013 NIE has introduced new professional development pathways for individuals who wish 
to pursue their professional development aspirations and receiving recognition for their learning 
experience.

www.nie.edu.sg/pd-hd-pathway        inservice@nie.edu.sg        

The pathway encourages individuals who are not ready to commit to applying for a 
Master’s programme to have a “sample” of the learning on Master-level courses 
before committing to the full programme.

Individuals who have successfully gained admission into a Master’s programme, may 
apply for exemption in coursework of up to an equivalent of 12 AUs, provided that the 
results from these courses have met the required minimum grades and the 5-year 
validity period for accreditation and exemption.

An individual, however, cannot be enrolled in both a Master’s degree and its 
associated advanced postgraduate diploma programme at the same time.

To ensure the rigour of the learning experiences on the pathway, all courses 
taken will have similar expectations in scope and assessment as those in a  
Master’s programme. For an Advanced Postgraduate Diploma to be 
awarded, the individual should complete the core courses and the 
specialisation courses for the Master’s programme on which it is based and 
meet the minimum 20 AUs requirement. He/she must also have a final CGPA 
of 2.0 and the courses must fall within the 5-year validity period for 
accreditation.

In the case of the Advanced Postgraduate Diplomas based on the Master of 
Education programme, which has one generic core course (MED900 
Educational Inquiry) across all 16 specialisations, the Advanced Postgraduate 
Diploma may also be awarded with the completion of only specialisation 
courses and relevant electives.

NIE delivers 29 Masters by coursework programmes and their respective specialisations to MOE and 
Non-MOE participants.

The pathways describe multiple options for an individual keen on professional learning opportunities at 
a graduate level (Figure 1). For an individual who wants to develop knowledge and skills through 
individual courses, there is no need to sign up for any programme first. One can select any number or 
kind of courses to meet one’s professional needs.
        
     

    

    

                                                     

          

Figure 1: Illustration of existing and additional pathways

After completing 12 academic units (AUs) of coursework, you can apply to a Master’s degree 
programme, upon successful admission into the programme your 12 AUs of learning experience would 
be recognised. Those who do not intend to apply for a Master’s degree can continue to take more 
courses solely for the purpose of professional development or to work towards accreditation for an 
Advanced Postgraduate Diploma.
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