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Abstract

The M.Ed. (Special Education) programme brings 

together passionate professionals from many different 

organisations in the field of special education and offers 

them the opportunity to network with and learn from one 

another. In this sharing session, we will showcase how 

this programme can empower professionals to elevate 

the field of special education.



Empowerment through 

Deeper Knowledge and 

Understanding



M.Ed. (Special Ed): Description of programme

This specialisation promotes professional 

competence in special education by providing 

knowledge-based theory, practice and 

research. It enables you to establish the nexus 

of educational theories and practices for 

developing a curriculum and pedagogy that 

meet your pupils’ diverse needs.



M.Ed. (Special Ed): Entry Requirements

1. A good Bachelor’s degree from a recognised

university

2. A teaching qualification such as the Postgraduate 

Diploma in Education and at least ONE year of 

teaching experience, 

or 

At least THREE years of teaching experience or 

other relevant working experience in education

3. Field experience in special education



M.Ed. (Special Ed): Programme Structure

Programme Structure

The coursework for this specialisation comprises 1 core 

course, 2 required specialisation courses, 2 specialisation

elective courses, 1 open elective course plus either:

• Full coursework option: Two additional courses (one 

open elective course and MED 902 Integrative Project)

• Dissertation option: A dissertation (6 AU)



M.Ed. (Special Ed): Full Coursework

Core Course

• MED 900 Educational Inquiry

• MED 902 Integrative Project

Required Specialisation Courses

• MSE 901 Issues and Trends in Special Education

• MSE 902 Human Development

Specialisation Elective Courses (Select 2)

• MSE 911 Learning Disabilities

• MSE 912 Early Intervention

• MSE 913 Curriculum Design and Development

• MSE 914 Intervention Research in Special Education

• MSE 915 Assessment of Children and Youth with Special 

Needs

Open Elective Courses (Select 2) 



M.Ed. (Special Education): Core

MED 900 Educational Inquiry (core course)

This course introduces participants to the fundamental processes 

involved in conducting research such as formulating research 

questions, writing a review of the literature by synthesizing 

empirical studies, understanding various methodological 

approaches, collecting and interpreting research data. Participants 

in this course will have opportunities to develop the skills, 

knowledge and strategies needed to read, interpret, and evaluate 

the quality of research reports. In addition, participants will gain a 

critical understanding of quantitative, qualitative, and combined 

research approaches.



M.Ed. (Special Education): Core

MED 902 Integrative Project (core course for full coursework 

option)

This capstone course requires participants to identify an 

educational or psychological issue which forms the focus of inquiry, 

to locate and to read the most relevant literature to generate 

suggested potential solutions to address the problem. The 

solutions should show evidence that they are able to take the 

available information and be restructured in an appropriate way to 

deal with the issue.



M.Ed. (Special Education): Required Specialisation

MSE 901 Issues and Trends in Special Education

This course is designed to provide an overview of the issues and 

trends in the field of special education. The challenge for 

participants is to sift through competing information and arguments 

to build one’s personal opinions or perhaps even question or 

change one’s opinions about the education of children and 

adolescents with special needs. The course will provide 

participants with an understanding of special education in both 

international and local context, and highlight varied viewpoint 

relating to issues such as inclusion, accommodation of students 

with special needs, and the application of evidence-bases 

practices.



M.Ed. (Special Education): Required Specialisation

MSE 902 Human Development

This course examines the major dimensions of typical and atypical 

physical, cognitive, moral, emotional and social developments in 

relation to the patterns of growth, stability and change, which occur 

across the lifespan. A range of developmental learning theories will 

be introduced to help explain different outcomes in terms of 

learning, personality, behaviour, mental capacities and processes, 

and the influences of culture and language.  Alongside the general 

theories of human development, disability will be introduced 

through a life course approach to offer an alternative framework for 

thinking about disability as it affects people of all generations and 

at all points of life course transition. 



M.Ed. (Special Education): Specialisation Electives 

MSE 911 Learning Disabilities

This course introduces students to the nature and cause of learning 

disabilities, and their assessment and intervention. Students will 

also have the opportunity to examine the research literature on the 

effectiveness of various practices as well as learn about the issues 

and debates in the field. This course provides an in-depth study on 

learning disabilities to equip students with relevant content 

knowledge and selected intervention skills to work with learners 

with learning challenges.



M.Ed. (Special Education): Specialisation Electives

MSE 912 Early Intervention

This course features a multi-disciplinary nature, which is crucial to 

transdisciplinary collaboration, a fundamental tenet within the early 

intervention of young children with disabilities as well as those at 

risk. A primary focus is the theoretical tenets, contextual elements 

in the practice of early intervention, and evidence-based 

intervention approaches. Participants will be guided through 

various formats of learning to be able to understand the history and 

theories of early intervention in the global literature, as well as to 

apply their understanding in the investigation of the contemporary 

early intervention programs, practices, policies, and future trends 

for development.



M.Ed. (Special Education): Specialisation Electives

MSE 913 Curriculum Design and Development

This course introduces curriculum design and development models 

and practices pertinent to the field of special education.  Students 

will demonstrate the ‘why’, ‘what’ and ‘how’ of curriculum design 

and development.  Effective teaching and learning requires a 

renewed focus on the unique needs of individual learners and an 

understanding of differentiated curricula and pedagogies to meet 

the needs of these learners.  This course aims to offer the 

knowledge and skills to develop appropriate curricula and 

instructional approaches to accommodate learners with diverse 

needs.



M.Ed. (Special Education): Specialisation Electives 

MSE 914 Intervention Research in Special Education

This course is designed to provide an overview of intervention 

research in the field of special education.  Participants will be 

introduced to the single-case research designs that are commonly 

used to evaluate the effectiveness of interventions with individuals 

with disabilities.  With the knowledge gained, participants will be 

able to better understand single-case research studies published in 

special education and psychology journals.  This course will also 

prepare participants to plan intervention research within school 

settings.



M.Ed. (Special Education): Specialisation Electives

MSE 915 Assessment of Children and Youth with Special 

Needs

This course offers an introduction to assessment and testing of 

children with special needs. It combines the introduction of the 

theories and concepts in assessment, with evidence-based 

practices when assessing children. Participants in this course will 

have direct experiences with screening, standardized, criterion-

referenced, and behavioral assessment. Through these 

experiences, they will link the theories and concepts in 

measurement and child development with the practical guidelines, 

procedures, and applications.



M.Ed. (Special Ed): Dissertation option

Core Course

• MED 900 Educational Inquiry

Required Specialisation Courses

• MSE 901 Issues and Trends in Special Education

• MSE 902 Human Development

Specialisation Elective Courses (Select 2)

• MSE 911 Learning Disabilities

• MSE 912 Early Intervention

• MSE 913 Curriculum Design and Development

• MSE 914 Intervention Research in Special Education

• MSE 915 Assessment of Children and Youth with Special 

Needs

Open Elective Courses (Select 1) 

Dissertation (6 AU)



Examples of Special Ed Dissertation Titles

• Comparing the effectiveness of exergaming and physical 

activity on the off-task behavior of students with autism 

• The influence of paternal mental health on family functioning 

and problem behaviours in children with disabilities 

• Effects of Orton-Gillingham-based phonics programme on 

reading in preschool children with developmental delays 

• Special education teachers’ perspectives on arts programmes

by the National Arts Council 

• Parental experiences in transitioning their children with autism 

spectrum disorder into mainstream primary schools

• An exploration of the impact of picture book illustrations on 

comprehension skills, vocabulary development and 

engagement level on children with dyslexia in Singapore



Empowering Others through the 

Sharing of Thoughts and 

Experiences  

Being Empowered by Others 

through Listening and 

Understanding



Who are the M.Ed. (Special Education) students?

Special 
school 

teachers

Mainstream 
school 

teachers

Tertiary 
institute 
lecturers

Early 
childhood 
educators

Early 
Intervention 
educators

Allied 
educators 

(Learning & 
behavioural

support)

Allied health 
professionals

Itinerant 
educators 

(Art, Dance, 
CCA)

Disability 
support 

professionals

International 

students



Understanding and Experiences (1)

Being from a different field (early childhood), it was tough for me to 

understand the current special education trend. My coursemates, 

being experienced in special education, helped me understand how 

it is really like in the special schools.  I have learned so much from 

them as they share their experiences.

~ Ada (preschool teacher)

Being an international student and moving to Singapore primarily 

for this M.Ed. (SE) programme has enriched me in many ways, not 

only academically, but it has helped me grow as an individual. This 

programme gave me the chance to meet a lot of individuals who 

are currently special school teachers and this opened my eyes to 

education system in Singapore.

~ Neeta (international student)



Understanding and Experiences (2)

Having interacted with different coursemates who come from 

various backgrounds, has given me the chance to understand their 

unique view of special education and their passion for people with 

special needs. Every point of view is interesting and insightful.

~ Myra (AEDLBS)

My coursemates provided a variety of prior knowledge and 

experiences which added to make a fuller picture of the content 

taught. Some come from diverse backgrounds, thus once in a while 

there were disagreements during discussions. Hearing from both 

sides, once can reflect on the different perspectives that mould the 

passion and knowledge that special educators have.

~ MK (Special school teacher)



Understanding and Experiences (3)

Met other educators, could understand and appreciate why there is 

an uphill struggle in special education, could relate more to the 

challenges that they faced.

~ Bob (mainstream school teacher)

I am fortunate to have gone through the programme with very 

experiences and passionate classmates who are serving as 

AEDLBS, special educators and a sports therapist. My learning 

experience was certainly enriched by their sharing on the issues 

and trends in special education.  The strategies and advice from 

them are useful when I work with students with special needs.

~ Yanni (ITE lecturer)



Connecting with Others Leads to 

Empowerment



Friendship and Support (1)

I met and had a wonderful (once in a life time) opportunity to work 

with and learn from different professionals in the education and 

clinical fields. I am especially grateful for great friends whom I 

began (and am close to completing) this M.Ed. (Special Education) 

journey with.  Without them the struggle would be more intense.  

We all encouraged each other and gained weight together from 

stress eating.

~ Giana (AEDLBS)

I met people I normally would not have and this has definitely 

enriched my learning experience throughout my M.Ed. (SE) 

programme at NIE. I can confidently say that I have made friends 

who are irreplaceable and they are often the ones cheering me on 

as we move towards our common goals.

~ Bella (AEDLBS)



Friendship and Support (2)

I got to know more professionals in special education. Possibility 

for future collaboration.

~ Mini (special school teacher)

My M.Ed. (SE) coursemates are a very enthusiastic group of 

people. They are a fun bunch, yet grounded, resilient and serious 

about learning and building their capacities. Discussion and 

brainstorm sessions were always exciting. I also had the privilege 

to have coursemates from other countries (e.g., India, Malaysia, 

China, Vietnam). Conversations in class at times continued on 

whatsapp, Instagram and blogs. Overall my coursemates have 

been a catalyst for deeper thinking and widening my scope of 

knowledge and interest.

~ Hummingbird (special school teacher)



The Journey Together Powered 

by Shared Passion and Common 

Struggles



Passion and Struggle (1)

My coursemates are strong people who see every difficulty as a 

challenge and opportunity for growth. They’re positive thinkers and 

that’s just what I needed to overcome all the hardships!

~ Ada (preschool teacher)

A few of my coursemates work in centres for students with severe 

disabilities. They share their experience managing the challenging 

behaviours exhibited by their students. I admire their character and 

steadfastness in serving the students. Despite the challenges, they 

maintain a positive outlook on their careers. A few coursemates

who are in mainstream schools have also shared on their 

challenges.

~ Sunshine (educational consultant)



Passion and Struggle (2)

Most importantly, when classes are conducted after a long day’s 

work, I feel that we understand one another and worked together to 

make our evening class more interactive and interesting.

~ Michelle (early interventionist)

My coursemates are important to me during my M.Ed. (SE) study.  

Without them, I would not be enthusiastic and would not enjoy 

coming to NIE for night classes.  Meeting the friendly and 

supportive coursemates have made me forget all the tiredness and 

stress from the work in school and NIE.

~ Linda (preschool teacher)
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