
Sally Ann Jones is Senior Lecturer and Deputy Head (Programmes
and Teaching) in NIE’s English Language and Literature Academic
Group. Her many years of English language and literature teaching
have convinced her of the significance of language in education, that
is, its role in children’s thinking and in curriculum construction. This
conviction has led to her focus on researching the processes,
pedagogies, and people involved in education so as to improve
schooling for all involved. Sally’s projects have been funded by MOE
and OER/NIE and have included exploring children’s reading in and
out of school, the home curriculum, teaching and learning in English
and mathematics from participants’ perspectives, and teachers’ and
pupils’ metacognitive and metalinguistic awareness. Her
methodological approaches are linguistic, semiotic, and sociological.
Her recently completed project produced implications for both
pedagogy and policy, specifically about children’s identities in school
disciplines and the need to reduce curriculum segmentation to improve
opportunities for children to transfer and apply their learning. Her
current project on meta-talk analyses the language used in classrooms
as constitutive of the thinking between pupils and teachers and as
representative of the different kinds of knowledge constructed.
https://www.nie.edu.sg/profile/jones-sally-ann
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Loh Chin Ee is Associate Professor and Deputy Head (Research) at
the English Language and Literature Academic Group at the National
Institute of Education. She graduated from the University of Albany,
State University of New York, where she was involved with literacy
research projects at the Centre on English Learning and Achievement,
including the National Study of Writing Instruction. Chin Ee’s research
focuses on literacy and literature education at the intersection of social
class and globalisation. She is invested in using innovative research
methods such as socio-spatial approaches and visual methods and
drawing on insights from interdisciplinary connections to uncover
insights about how better to improve students’ access to reading
resources and practices. Her research has led to her current interests
in the design of learning environments, school libraries and equity.
Findings from her Building a Reading Culture: A Nation-wide Study of
Reading and School Libraries (https://www.readingculturesg.org) have
been widely shared and significantly improved policy and practice on
reading and school libraries in Singapore, while contributing to the
international body of knowledge.
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Viniti Vaish has a Ph.D. from University of Pennsylvania’s Graduate
School of Education. She is an Associate Professor at NIE’s English
Language and Literature Academic Group. Her core research interest
is bilingual language acquisition of children from disadvantaged
backgrounds. She is particularly interested in the linguistic distance
between languages and the rules that govern cross linguistic transfer in
the way that children from diverse backgrounds acquire languages.
She has been working on the theory and practice of translanguaging in
school and society, specifically, on how translanguaging can be
leveraged as a pedagogy in the classroom and home to enhance the
learning of vocabulary and grammar in multiple languages. Her
current research project, funded by the Office of Education Research
at NIE, is about enhancing vocabulary, grammar and discourse in
English and the 3 Mother Tongues (Malay, Tamil and Chinese) in
children from disadvantaged homes.
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Some of our faculty 
members and their 
research interests

Joel Gwynne is an Associate Professor in ELL. His research focuses 
on popular culture in Anglo-America and Asia, especially the global 
impact of postfeminist and neoliberal discourses. He is especially 
interested in the cultural representations of girls and women – and 
indeed the ‘girling’ of women - in Western and Asian popular culture, 
and the nexus between the two. Guided by this aim, his research has 
explored gender and popular culture across a number of contexts and 
genres, including: Hollywood cinema’s engagement with feminism, 
Japanese cinema and the ‘girling of womanhood’, girls’ agency in 
contemporary adolescent literature, postfeminist ‘politics’ and women’s 
memoirs, women’s use of the Internet in transnational popular fiction, 
the representation of feminist activism and female politicians in 
Singapore, and women’s lifestyle blogs in Malaysia and Singapore. 
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