
Asst Prof Simon Creak

Rahil Ismail is an Associate Professor with the Humanities and Social

Studies Education Academic Group, National Institute of Education,

Nanyang Technological University. She received her B.A. (Honours) in

History from the National University of Singapore and a Postgraduate

Certificate in Education from Institute of Education, University of

London. Both her Masters in Modern International Studies (Distinction)

and Ph.D. are from the Institute for International Studies, University of

Leeds. Her Ph.D. thesis was a comparative study of population

resettlement programme as a counterinsurgency strategy during the

Vietnam War and the Malayan Emergency. Her current research and

publication interests are in multicultural studies, heritage studies and

international relations.

Further details about A/P Rahil Ismail can be found at:

https://www.nie.edu.sg/profile/rahil-bte-ismail

Assoc Prof Rahil Ismail

• Heritage Studies

• International Relations

• Multicultural Studies

History

Assoc Prof Ivy Maria Lim

Kevin Blackburn researches the history of Malaysia and Singapore,

exploring the themes of war and memory, oral history and heritage,

and the history of education. He has written Did Singapore Have to

Fall? (Routledge, 2004), War Memory and the Making of Modern

Malaysia and Singapore (NUS Press, 2012), and Forgotten Captives in

Japanese Occupied Asia (Routledge, 2008). He is the author of The

Sportsmen of Changi (UNSW Press, 2012) and War, Sport and the

Anzac Tradition (Palgrave Macmillan, 2016). In the history of

education, he has authored Education, Industrialization and the End of

Empire in Singapore (Routledge, 2017) and Decolonizing the History

Curriculum in Malaysia and Singapore (Routledge, 2019). He is editor

of the book series Routledge Studies in Educational History and

Development in Asia.

Further details about A/P Kevin Blackburn can be found at:

https://www.nie.edu.sg/profile/kevin-peter-blackburn

• Australian History

• Heritage

• History Of Singapore

• Japanese Occupation

• Modern Malaysian History

• Oral History

Assoc Prof Kevin Blackburn

Dr. Simon Creak is Assistant Professor of History and a historian of
modern Southeast Asia, particularly Laos and the region as a whole.
He has research interests in nationalism, regionalism, socialism, and
the Cold War. Simon’s current research project examines how the
Southeast Asian Games (1959-present) promoted nationalism and
regionalism against the background of decolonization, the Cold War,
and ASEAN region building. He has also commenced a new project on
the local experiences and beliefs of the Cold War in Laos, Singapore
and the region. Simon is author of Embodied Nation: Sport, Masculinity
and the Making of Modern Laos (Hawaii, 2015), and numerous
refereed articles and book chapters. He holds a PhD in History from
the Australian National University in Canberra, and, prior to joining NIE
NTU in 2018, held teaching and research positions at the University of
Melbourne and Kyoto University. Simon is keen to speak to potential
research students in history, especially those with interests in
Singapore, Southeast Asia, the Cold War or sport.

Further details about Asst Prof Simon Creak can be found at:
https://www.nie.edu.sg/profile/Creak_Simon_Richard

• Southeast Asia

• Singapore

• Nationalism

• Regionalism

• The Cold War.

Ivy Maria Lim is Associate Professor and Head of Humanities and
Social Studies Education, National Institute of Education, Nanyang
Technological University. She now teaches courses in Singapore
history, women's history and Chinese maritime history in NIE and has
been awarded the Excellence in Teaching Commendation twice.

Her research interests include Chinese lineage organizations, social
history of the Ming dynasty, as well as the history of Japanese piracy in
Ming China. She is currently working on an interdisciplinary project
that approaches Chinese text documents from a geo-spatial approach
and also a collaborator on a heritage game project with the School of
Art, Design and Media (ADM) at NTU. She has also served as an
expert advisor to UNESCO and is currently a member of the Chinese
Heritage Centre Faculty Advisory Committee.

Further details about A/P Ivy Maria Lim can be found at:
https://www.nie.edu.sg/profile/lim-mui-ling-ivy-maria

• Social History

• China

• Singapore
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Edward Park is an Assistant Professor at Humanities and Social
Studies Education, National Institute of Education, Nanyang
Technological University. His research investigates the
hydrogeomorphic processes responsible for the development of
floodplain and wetlands in large rivers, and to develop remote sensing
techniques for analysis of wetland hydrosedimentary dynamics.His
work is strongly based on geospatial technologies, hydrological
modeling and statistical methods, in addition to traditional fieldworks in
geomorphology. He aim to develop geospatial database on
hydrological variables, sediment information and morphometric
parameters for analysis of interactions between natural hazards,
human impacts, river dynamics and ecosystems, and to contribute to
the discussion and implementation of sustainable management of large
rivers.

Further details about Asst Prof Edward Park can be found at:
https://www.nie.edu.sg/profile/edward-park

Asst Prof Edward Park

• Geomorphology

• Human-Environment Interactions

• Hydrology

• Remote sensing

Diganta Das is an Associate Professor of Geography at Humanities
and Social Studies Education Academic Group, National Institute of
Education, Nanyang Technological University. He received his Ph.D. in
Geography from National University of Singapore (NUS). He is a
human geographer with special focus on urban studies. His research
interests focus on relations between the production of smart cities,
high-tech space making and issues of human agency in urban South
Asia; (urban) policy mobility; changing dynamics of (urban)
waterscape; and issues of liveability and sustainable urban
development. He is currently involved in two research projects; the first
one examines urban policy trajectories and their mobility, production of
high-tech spaces and grounded realities. The second project intends to
provide detailed genealogies of smart cities through in-depth empirical
contexts of India and South Africa.

Further details about A/P Diganta Das can be found at:
https://www.nie.edu.sg/profile/diganta-das

Assoc Prof Diganta Das

• Smart Urbanism and Smart Nation

• Urban) Policy Mobility

• Urban Waterscape

• Urban South Asia

• Liveability and Sustainable Development

Geography

Dr Chang Chew Hung is the Dean, Academic and Strategic
Development at National Institute of Education, Nanyang
Technological University, Singapore. He is also an Associate Professor
of Geography Education with the Humanities and Social Studies
Education Academic Group, at NIE. Prof Chang's key teaching areas
are in Physical Geography and Geography Education. These areas are
aligned to his research interests, which include urban climates, global
climate change, climate change education, technologies in geography
teaching and learning, geography curriculum and assessment, and
teacher professional development in Geography. His work in
sustainability education has extended beyond his research in Climate
Change Education to leading the Network of Education for
Sustainability in Asia that is organized from the NTU Sustainable Earth
Office.

Further details about A/P Chang Chew Hung can be found at:

http://www.chewhung.net/

Assoc Prof Chang Chew Hung

• Climate Change Education

• Applied Climatology

• Quaternary Climate Change

• Physical Geography

• Geography education

• Geography curriculum

• Geography Assessment

Dr Ivy Tan is the Associate Professor at the Humanities and Social

Studies Education Academic Group in the National Institute of

Education, Nanyang Technological University, Singapore. She has

taught as a geography teacher and has been the Head of the

Humanities Department in secondary schools. She has also been a

Gifted Educational Specialist in the Ministry of Education. She has co-

authored two books: Group Investigation and Student Learning: An

experiment in Singapore Schools, (2006, published by Marshall

Cavendish) and Organizing Schools for Productive Learning (2008,

published by Springer). Presently she serves as a steering committee

member of the International Geographical Union Commission on

Geographical Education, and an executive committee member of the

South East Asian Geography Association.

Further details about A/P Ivy Tan can be found at:

https://www.nie.edu.sg/profile/tan-geok-chin-ivy

• Geography Education

• Environmental Education

• Cooperative Learning

• Practicum and Mentoring

• Social Studies Education

Assoc Prof Ivy Tan
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Asst Prof Yang Peidong

Geography/Social Studies

J.J. Zhang is Assistant Professor in Human Geography at NIE,

Nanyang Technological University, Singapore. He obtained his PhD in

the field of cultural geography from the University of Durham, UK. Prior

to his move to Durham, he completed his M.Soc.Sci in Geography at

the National University of Singapore. He also holds a B.Soc.Sci. (First

Class Honours) in Geography from the same university. He was

Assistant Professor of Tourism and Leisure Studies in the Department

of Geography at the University of Hong Kong before eventually

returning to Singapore. J.J.’s research interests include border studies,

material culture and critical tourism studies in the Asia Pacific. He has

two main research thrusts: one that deals with tourism, heritage and

geopolitics, and another that explores leisure travels and well-being

amongst the elderly. His writings have been published in international

journals including Annals of Tourism Research, Asia Pacific Viewpoint,

Cultural Geographies, Current Issues in Tourism, Geoforum, Tourism

Management and Tourism Geographies. He is passionate about

teaching and enjoys bringing students on field trips to inquire and learn

about different landscapes.

Further details about Asst Prof J.J Zhang can be found at:

https://www.nie.edu.sg/profile/jijzhang

Asst Prof J.J. Zhang

• Critical Tourism Studies

• Cultural-geopolitics of cross-border 

mobilities

• Material culture of post-conflict 

societies

• Leisure travels amongst older adults

• Qualitative methods

Mark Baildon is Associate Dean, Partnerships and Analytics, OER,
National Institute of Education, Nanyang Technological University. He
is also Associate Professor in Humanities and Social Studies
Education. His scholarly interests focus on ways to support social
studies inquiry practices, global citizenship education and 21st century
literacies in new global contexts. At Indiana University, he helped
create and develop the Critical Web Reader (CWR), a comprehensive
set of Web-based inquiry, literacy, and technology tools designed to
guide teachers and students to engage strategically with Web-based
texts. He has also served as PI or Co-PI on projects that have
developed the Sustainability Learning Lab, the Historian’s Lab, and
investigated global citizenship education in the global cities of Hong
Kong, Singapore and New York.

Further details about A/P Mark Baildon can be found at:
https://www.nie.edu.sg/profile/mark-charles-baildon

• 21st Century Literacies,

• Global Citizenship Education

• Inquiry-Based Classroom Practices

Assoc Prof Mark Baildon

Dr Yang Peidong holds a Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) degree in

sociology of education from the University of Oxford, UK. His research

interests are located at the at the intersections of education and

migration/mobility. Dr Yang has conducted several research projects

on educational mobility, including mainland Chinese students in

Singapore recruited through Singapore state-sponsored scholarship

schemes; Indian students pursuing English-medium medical degrees

in China, and more recently, immigrant teachers in mainstream

Singapore schools. His research interests also extend more broadly to

immigration-related issues in the context of Singapore and social

studies education topics such as diversity, identity, and globalization.

Dr Yang is the author of International Mobility and Educational Desire:

Chinese Foreign Talent Students in Singapore (Palgrave, 2016) and

numerous international peer-reviewed journal articles and book

chapters. His articles have appeared in high-impact journals such

Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies, and Journal of Studies in

International Education. Further details about Dr Yang can be found at

his website www.peidongyang.com

• Sociology of education 

• International student mobility 

• Globalization and im/migration 

• Sociocultural diversity and identities

• Social studies education
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