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Intan Salwah with her family

Syazwani Hj Rosli 

The Tourism Development Department at the 
Ministry of Primary Resources and Tourism 
announced that the Batang Duri Edition of the 
Brunei Bird Race Series (BBRS) 2019 will be 
held on December 7-8, at checkpoints along 
Jalan Batang Duri including the Sumbiling Eco 
Village, Batang Duri Recreational Park and the 
Ulu Temburong National Park.
  Online registration is open at www.
bruneievents.com until December 1, with a 
participation fee of BND32 per person.
  The race is open to birdwatchers, 
photographers and nature lovers aged 12 
and above. Each participant will receive an 
official BBRS 2019 Batang Duri Edition jersey, 
along with goodie bag and e-certificate
of participation.
  The bird-watcher with the highest number 
of bird species spotted and photographed 
within the competition area and given time will 
receive a BBRS 2019 trophy, a BND1,500 Canon 
camera sponsored by Canon Interhouse and a 
flight ticket to any bird-watching festival in the 
region sponsored by Royal Brunei Airlines.
  More prizes from Tourism Industry players 
and related products are also on offer. 
  During the previous editions in the Brunei-
Muara, Tutong and Belait districts, 118 bird 
species were sighted and photographed, 
including the much sought-after ‘Bornean 
Bristlehead’, a species endemic to Borneo. 
  Markim bin Haji Rahman, Norsah binti Haji 
Kassim and Muhammad Nazirul Reduan bin 
Haji Muhd Masuni are leading the pack for the 
most number of bird species photographed.
  Details can be obtained at Brunei Bird 
Race on Facebook, brunebirdraceseries on 
Instagram, or by emailing the Secretariat at 
bruneibirdraceseries@gmail.com. 

Family comes first for Intan Salwah 
during the early stages of her teach-
ing career, but that did not extin-
guish her desire to pursue a higher
degree programme.
  Being the head of the English De-
partment of her school reinforced 
her resolve to further her studies as 
she wanted to lead her fellow educa-
tors effectively in curriculum planning
and design.
  The opportunity came and the 
mother of four commenced her Master 
of Education (English) programme at the 
National Institute of Education, Nanyang 
Technological University, Singapore (NIE 
NTU, Singapore).
  Asked about her motivation behind 
her choice of institute, she said, “NIE 
is a renowned institution for teacher-
education and exceptional educational 
research and the possibility of collabo-
ration with the extensive network of 
peers and mentors at NIE drew me to
the programme.”
  Even without prior knowledge on 
English Literature, she enjoyed the 
engaging and enriching nature of 
specialisation courses that examined 
the interdisciplinary connections 
between English Language and English 
Literature, which would allow her to 
apply sociocultural, linguistic and 
literary theories to the critical reading 
of texts.
  On how the programme has 
benefitted her in her area of work, 
she said, “The thought-provoking 
discussions on global language issues 
allowed me to gain an understanding 
and a different perspective on the 
evolution of language-teaching. The 

Opportunity for further studies at NIE

range of research and studies that I had the 
privilege of analysing through the different 
electives have presented me with a sharper 
lens to navigate curriculum design and 
assessment back in school.”
  The programme aims to equip teachers 
with a repertoire of critical, aesthetic, 
cultural, and multimodal literacies in 
relation to English Education.
  It also offers educators the flexibil-
ity of selecting from a range of speciali-
sation elective courses in the teaching of 
English Language and the teaching of
English Literature.
  Educators can pursue and build upon 

their interests in topics related to teach-
ing grammar and writing, multimodal-
ity, world literatures, and creative writ-
ing among others. They will also acquire 
critical inquiry and action-research skills 
and apply them to the investigation of 
a specific issue related to the teaching
of English.
  The National Institute of Education (NIE), 
Singapore is an autonomous institute under 
the NTU.
  It has been ranked as one of the top 
20 education institutions in the world and 
top three in Asia by Quacquarelli Symonds
(QS) ranking.

Bird race contest 
registration opens

Hakim Hayat

Dikir Maulud ceremonies held at Istana 
Nurul Iman for 12 consecutive nights 
in conjunction with the Maulidur Rasul 
celebration concluded with a closing 
ceremony last evening.
  The ceremony, held at the Baitur Rahmah 
Hall took place in the presence of Chief 
of Adat Istiadat Negara Yang Amat Mulia 
Pengiran Lela Cheteria Sahibun Najabah 
Pengiran Anak Haji Abdul Aziz bin Pengiran 
Jaya Negara Pengiran Haji Abu Bakar.
  The ceremony began with the recitation 
of Surah Al-Fatihah led by Begawan Pehin 
Khatib Dato Paduka Awang Haji Hamidon bin 

Begawan Pehin Siraja Khatib Dato Paduka 
Seri Setia Haji Awang Abdul Hamid.
  The Dikir Syarafil Anam was recited, and 21 
shots of the cannon were fired by personnel of 
the Royal Brunei Armed Forces (RBAF). The Dikir 
concluded with the recitation of Doa Dikir.
  To bless the ceremony, a Doa Selamat was 
read by State Mufti Pehin Datu Seri Maharaja 
Dato Paduka Seri Setia (Dr) Ustaz Haji Awang 
Abdul Aziz bin Juned.
  Yang Amat Mulia Pengiran-Pengiran 
Cheteria, Cabinet Ministers, Members of 
Councils, deputy ministers, Pengiran-Pen-
giran Peranakan, Pehin-Pehin Manteri, Man-
teri-Manteri Hulubalang, permanent secre-
taries and deputy permanent secretaries 
were present.

Nightly Dikir Maulud 
at Istana concludes

Chief of Adat Istiadat Negara Yang Amat Mulia Pengiran Lela Cheteria Sahibun Najabah Pengiran Anak 
Haji Abdul Aziz bin Pengiran Jaya Negara Pengiran Haji Abu Bakar during the religious ceremony

State Mufti Pehin Datu Seri Maharaja Dato Paduka Seri Setia (Dr) Ustaz Haji Awang Abdul Aziz bin Juned and other senior officials as well as attendees at the event. PHOTOS: HAKIM HAYAT




