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NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF EDUCATION

Nanyang’s NIE
top choice for
educators
DURING the early stage of her teach-

ing career, family matters took cen-
tre stage for Intan Salwah, but these
did not extinguish her desire to pur-

sue a higher degree programme. Being the
head of the English Department of her
school, it reinforced her resolve to do so, as
she sought to lead her fellow educators ef-
fectively in curriculum planning and design.
The opportunity came and the mother of

four commenced on her Master of Education
(English) programmeat theNational Institute
of Education (NIE), Nanyang Technological
University, Singapore.
On her motivation behind her choice of

institute, she said: “Apart from the fact that
NIE is a renowned institution for teacher-
education and exceptional educational re-

search, what drewme to the programmewas
the possible collaboration that I could forge
with the extensive network of peers andmen-
tors that I would have developed frommy time
here at the institute.”
Even without having prior knowledge on

English Literature, she still enjoyed the en-
gaging and enriching nature of specialisation
courses that examined the interdisciplinary
connections between English language and
English literature, which would allow her to
apply sociocultural, linguistic and literary
theories to the critical reading of texts.
“The thought-provoking discussions on

language issues that grip not only Singapore
but also globally have allowed me to gain a
deeper understanding and a different per-
spective on the evolution of language-teach-

ing. The depth and breadth at which the areas
of research and studies that I had the priv-
ilege of analysing through the different elec-
tives have presented me with a sharper lens
to navigate curriculum design and assess-
ment back in school.”
The programme aims to equip teachers

with a repertoire of critical, aesthetic, cul-
tural, and multimodal literacies in relation to
English education. Additionally, it offers ed-
ucators the flexibility of selecting from spe-
cialisation elective courses in the teaching of
English language or the teaching of English
literature or both.
Educators can pursue and build upon their

interests in topics related to teaching gram-
mar and writing, multimodality, world lit-
eratures, and creative writing among others.
Educators will also acquire critical inquiry
and action-research skills and apply them to
the investigation of a specific issue related to
the teaching of English.
The NIE is an autonomous institute under

the Nanyang Technological University. It has
been ranked as one of the top 20 education
institutions in the world and top 3 in Asia by
Quacquarelli Symonds ranking.
For more information on the range of

higher degree programmes offered by NIE,
visit www.nie.edu.sg/gpl/hd

OSCARS OF ICT INDUSTRY

APU students bag APICTA award
ENGINEERING students from the Asia Pacific
University of Technology & Innovation (APU)
emerged as the winner of the Tertiary Stu-
dentsCategory for theMSC—Asia Pacific ICT
Alliance (MSC-APICTA) Malaysia 2019 award
held last month.
The team comprised Mohamed Mafaz Mo-

hamed Ahsan and Akshey Kumar Magen-
thiran, who were third year Electrical and
Electronic Engineering and Telecommunica-
tion Engineering students, respectively. The
duo, who bagged APU’s 19th APICTA award,
were among the university’s students who
have been attaining awards on the APICTA
Malaysia-stage since 1999.
The award aims to recognise innovative ICT

products, solutions, services and applica-
tions in Malaysia. Subsequently, the Inter-
national APICTA takes place annually in all of
APICTA’s member economies. The award is

known as the “Oscars of the ICT industry”.
This year, the International APICTAwill take

place in Halong, Vietnam, from Nov 18 to 23.
Ahsan and Akshey will represent Malaysia at
the event. As Engineering students, they had
made use of their expertise to develop a low-
cost and portable cancer detector, which al-
lows users to detect harmful radiation in the
environment.
The teamwasmentored by APU’s School of

Engineering lecturer Dr Freddy Tan Kheng
Suan. Tan said: “I’m proud of their achieve-
ment. The team is creative, excellent and
possesses great technical skills. Their soft
skills enabled them to deliver their ideas to
academic and industrial experts confidently. I
hope they will keep their passion alive. They
will make a difference in the world.”
F o r m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n v i s i t

www.apu.edu.my/

Intan Salwah ( third from right) with her family at her graduation ceremony.

MSC — Asia Pacific ICT
Alliance Malaysia 2019
award winners Mohamed
Mafaz Mohamed Ahsan,
(centre) and Akshey
Kumar (second from left)
receiving their award
from Malaysia Digital
Economy Corporation
chief executive officer
Surina Shukri (left),
PIKOM chairman Ganesh
Kumar Bangah (second
from right) and APICTA
chairman Stan Singh-Jit
(right).


