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Postgraduate studies

April Chong

as aN educator, Ms Linda Han-
ington (right) walks the talk by 
continuing to upgrade herself. 

the assistant head of the teach-
ers’ Language development Cen-
tre at the National institute of 
education (Nie) already has two 
postgraduate degrees and will be 
embarking on a doctor in educa-
tion (edd) at Nie this month.

Ms Hanington, 58, says: “i have 
been working in singapore for 
nearly 25 years and since i have 
been here, i have completed two 
postgraduate degrees — an Ma 
(Master of arts) and an MBa (Mas-
ter of Business administration).

“every 10 years, i feel i need 
to give my career and my brain 
a boost by setting myself a chal-
lenge of this nature.”

the edd programme, one of 
Nie’s latest university-approved 
programmes, starts its first run this 
month.

it targets professionals with 
significant experience in the edu-
cation field who want to extend 
their expertise and develop skills 
in research and critical reflection 
in their practice. 

suitable candidates include aca-
demic staff in universities and col-
leges, school teachers, profession-
als in international organisations 
as well as senior administrators in 
schools, universities and educa-
tional and government bodies.

says the British-born singapore 
permanent resident: “as i am now 

NIE rolls out a doctorate programme for those who want to 
upgrade their knowledge and skills in the education field

getting ahead 
as an educator

working at a university, having a 
doctorate level qualification will 
enhance my standing and pros-
pects — a doctorate combines 
coursework and research and it 
will help me keep on track during 
an extended period of study.”

attending a part-time course 
on the premises of her workplace 
was a plus point for her. 

Candidates can complete the 
edd — which combines both 
coursework and dissertation — 
within three to seven years on a 
part-time basis.

rather than a one-size-fits-all 
curriculum, the programme pro-
vides flexibility and focus by of-
fering both core courses as well as 
modules in four tracks of concen-
tration: 
l  Learning and Motivation, 
l  Curriculum and teaching, 
l  educational Leadership and 

Change, and 
l  technologies and technolo-

gies-Mediated Learning envi-
ronments (to be offered from 
next year). 
For those who are hesitant to 

take up further studies, Ms Han-
ington says: “it is sensible to spend 
some time weighing up the per-
sonal and career benefits a higher 
qualification may bring and the 
commitment required.

“if you really want it, there 
will come a point at which the 
balance will tip, maybe it is the 
right time or the right context, 
and that is when you make the 
decision to go ahead.”

she adds: “Having committed 
to further studies, keep sight of 
your goal and remember why you 
chose this course of action, even 
though it may be tough at times.”

she feels that one should take 
up continuous learning not just 
for the career opportunities or be-
cause such qualifications are be-
coming a prerequisite, but because 
“they open your eyes to new and 
different ideas and perspectives, 
and make you think rigorously”.

she adds: “i have also met 
some great people on the courses, 
often coming from very different 
backgrounds, and found the shar-
ing of experiences enriching.”
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