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LOCATION, affordability, accountability, rap-
port with teachers and your child’s interests 
are among the important factors in deciding 

on a pre-school, experts say. 
Parents should consider the 3 As – Accessibility, 

Affordability and Accountability – said Dr 
Karunawathie Marthenis, an early childhood stud-
ies lecturer at Temasek Polytechnic.

“It can be the best equipped pre-school, smallest 
class size and a great curriculum, but the account-
ability of a quality pre-school programme is the ef-
fectiveness of the teachers,” Dr Marthenis said. 

Dr Karuppiah Nirmala, an early childhood and 
special education lecturer at the National Insti-
tute of Education, said that while many different 
considerations factor into parents’ decisions about 
pre-school, it is important to ensure a good match 
between the child and the pre-school.

“It is important to consider the child and his or 
her interests, needs and abilities. Parents must 
also work closely with the pre-school to ensure the 
child’s needs are met.

“When there is a good match, the child will be 
happy and will adjust easily.”

Kindergartens offer so many different teaching 
approaches and specialities that making a choice 
can be mind-boggling for parents. (See report on 
facing page.)

When housewife Eunice Poon was looking for a 
suitable pre-nursery programme for her eldest son, 
Elbib, seven, she decided she just had to get a feel of 
the place.

After doing preliminary research online and 
narrowing her choices to two pre-schools, the 
35-year-old mother of three turned up unan-
nounced at the pre-schools.

 “I felt that it was better for me to talk to them 
(the teachers) face-to-face. I wanted to have a look 
at how they run things.”

Both schools were within walking distance of 
her home, which was also key in her choice because 
both she and her husband worked full-time then.

She decided on Tot’s House, which is in Punggol 
Meridian Residents’ Committee’s premises.

Walked in
“I just walked in, but they were open and gave 

me a tour. I felt like the environment and general 
feel was great and the teachers were good with the 
kids,” she said.

Mrs Poon also decided to send her second son, 
Elvis, six, to the same pre-school the following year. 

Her youngest daughter, Elise, who is 20 months 
old, is already enrolled there and will start pre-
nursery next year.

Another mother, Madam Shirley Sng, just en-
rolled her two-year-old son Louis into the pre-nurs-
ery programme at PCF Jurong this January.

She started looking for pre-schools slightly later 
than other parents and was put on the waiting list 
of schools like My First Skool and Little School-
house, but decided not to keep her son from start-
ing school. 

“It wasn’t my first choice initially, so I was doubt-
ful about it at first,” she said.

But Madam Sng, a primary school teacher, is sat-
isfied.

She said: “They (the teachers at PCF) are rather 

How to choose a pre-school?
Registration for the five new MOE-run kindergartens opening next year started on Monday. 
With more than 500 kindergartens registered with MOE, parents are spoilt for choice
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ENrollEd: Mrs Eunice Poon, 35, reading to her youngest daughter Elise, who is 20 months old and will 
be starting pre-nursery next year. She is enrolled in the same pre-school as her brother, Elvis, six.   

THERE are more than 500 kindergartens regis-
tered with the Ministry of Education (MOE). 

Other than teaching the ABCs, many special-
ise in different areas.

Here is a quick sampling of pre-schools with 
more interesting programmes.

Josiah Montessori (art)
The Nimble Fingers, Nimble Minds arts and 
crafts programme has themes like batik prints 
and even Picasso.

Children can delve into different topics, 
artistic mediums and styles of drawing. But in 
keeping with Montessori philosophy, children are 
given free rein over what to draw, which artistic 
mediums to use and how to approach the topic. 
Visit: www.josiah.com.sg

Star Learners (sports)
This pre-school boasts Ready Steady Go Kids, 
an Australian multi-sport programme. Sports 
include tennis, baseball and rugby.

The programme develops motor skills, includ-
ing hand-eye and foot-eye coordination.

Gym and aikido classes are available as 
optional enrichment. 
Visit: www.starlearners.com.sg 

Pat’s Schoolhouse (bilingual)
Pioneer of the Bilingual Immersion curriculum, 
which involves assigning an English teacher and 
a Mandarin teacher to each class.

The teachers not only teach but also interact 
with the children in their respective languages 
throughout the day. 
Visit: www.patschoolhouse.com

Odyssey the Global Preschool (space)
The Fourth Avenue campus is housed on a plot 
of land almost 8,000 sq m big and has lots of 
outdoor areas surrounded by greenery as well as 
spacious classrooms. It also aims to be Singa-
pore’s first ecologically-sustainable pre-school. 

Its Wilkinson campus is 4,500 sq m and also 
has large outdoor areas.
Visit: theodyssey.sg

Mindchamps Preschool  
(all-round enrichment)
The full-day kindergarten programme includes 
several enrichment courses like creative writing, 
music and even a cooking class.

They also have programmes like numeracy 
strategies, phonics and Mandarin. 
Visit: www.mindchampspreschool.org/home

Preschool Learning Academy @TP
(research/experimental)
An experimental kindergarten which was set up 
with a $1.5 million grant from MOE, it supports 
the training of early childhood educators and 
research in the field.

Curriculum is co-developed with children 
using an inquiry-based approach where chil-
dren are encouraged to think, reason and seek 
answers to questions.

Teachers conduct on-going classroom ac-
tion research to find ways to promote holistic 
development. 
Visit: www-hss.tp.edu.sg/hss_home/hss_
about_us/hss_aboutus_play.htm
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SPECIALISED 
SCHOOLS AS OF Monday, 60 applications have been 

made to the two MOE kindergartens at 
Dazhong and Punggol View, said an MOE 
spokesman. 

There are a total of 560 places available 

at the five kindergartens, which open next 
year.

Children of Singapore citizens and per-
manent residents born on or between Jan 2, 
2009 and Jan 1, 2010 are eligible to apply 

for admission to Kindergarten 1 classes.
For more information on the registration 

period and venues, visit www.moekinder-
garten.edu.sg, call 68722220, or e-mail 
contact@moe.gov.sg 

Registration for MOE kindergartens 

good.
“Although it has been only a few months, my son 

has had a lot of art activities and I’m satisfied with 
how they reach out to parents through letters and 
newsletters.”

Dr Marthenis also noted the integral role that 
educators play in a child’s learning and develop-
ment.

“Curriculum for early childhood education is 
not static – children at this age are not designed 
to do focused, goal-directed behaviour, but (they) 
learn extraordinarily well from things and people 
around them.

“Hence, teachers play a crucial role in observing, 
documenting and analysing young children’s be-
haviours and planning activities that foster their 
development,” she said.

When asked why she decided to send her three 
children to the same pre-school, Mrs Poon said the 
teachers are doing a good job with preparing her 
children for primary school. To her, whether the 
preschool is “branded” or not doesn’t matter. 

She said: “I think it’s really about the teachers. 
Even if they are under the same kindergarten op-
erator, some branches have better teachers than 
others.

“And even within the same branch, you can see 
that some teachers put in more effort to teach the 
kids, even going beyond what is required of them.”

“It is important to 
consider the child and 
his or her interests, 
needs and abilities. 
Parents must also work 
closely with the pre-
school to ensure the 
child’s needs are met. 
When there is a good 
match, the child will be 
happy and will adjust 
easily.”  
 
– Dr Karuppiah Nirmala, early childhood and 
special education lecturer at the National 
Institute of Education
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