
� Food collection drive for charity
THE community service interest group
from Ngee Ann Polytechnic’s School of
Life Sciences and Chemical Technology
is organising a food collection drive from
next Wednesday to Friday.

Items collected will go to Food from
the Heart, a charity that distributes food
to the needy.

The public can drop off
non-perishable food items such as rice,
cooking oil, instant noodles, biscuits,
canned food, beverages (tea, coffee,
Milo, Ovaltine and Horlicks) or
powdered milk at Ngee Ann
Polytechnic’s student plaza from
7.30am to 7pm on those days.

Cheque donations can be made
payable to “Food from the Heart”.

For more information, call Ms Wu
Siew See on 6460-8995 or e-mail
wss2@np.edu.sg

� Watch a movie to help autistic kids
PATHLIGHT School is organising a
fund-raising event for Eden School next

Saturday. Both schools are for students
with autism.

To be held on Pathlight’s premises at
5, Ang Mo Kio Avenue 10, the event will
run from 4pm to midnight.

People can attend indoor or outdoor
movie screenings, with tickets priced at
$10 each.

Food and activity booths will be set
up and coupons sold in denominations of
$2.

For more information, visit
www.autism.org.sg

� Run to help patients
NAM Hong Welfare Service Society, a
charity which runs a clinic providing
medical care to patients for a nominal
fee and a mobile geriatrics service, is
organising a fund-raising run which
flags off at Woodlands Square Road on
Aug 14.

Individuals can take part in a 10km
competitive run at $30 per person, or a
5km fun run at $20 per person. Runners
will receive race packs, which include an

event T-shirt and shoe bag.
Net proceeds from the run will go

towards providing free medical services
to the needy.

Registration closes on July 25. For
more information or to register, go to
www.republicrun.sg

For more information on Nam Hong
Welfare Service Society, visit
www.nhwelfare.org

� Luncheon for the needy
THE Sikh Welfare Council is holding a
fund-raising luncheon on July 24.

It will be held at fine dining Indian
restaurant Yantra in Tanglin Mall from
11.45am to 3pm.

The event combines a buffet lunch
with a fashion show, music and dance
performances and a charity auction.

Admission is by contributions of $88
or $58.

For more information or to attend the
event, call 9234-7474 or 9644-2522 or
e-mail adz_siwec@hotmail.com

BY MELISSA KOK

UNLIKE most boys and girls his age, Jack-
son Chang did not ask for presents as his
fifth birthday approached three months
ago.

He wanted cold, hard cash.
The money was not for him, but was

to be a donation to the Community Chest
(ComChest) to help children with special
needs.

With his parents’ encouragement, Jack-
son turned his birthday party into a
fund-raiser, one which garnered $900 –
$450 each – for Minds Towner Gardens
School and the Spastic Children’s Associa-
tion of Singapore through the ComChest.

Around 30 of his friends and 40 par-
ents turned up for the party, which was
held at a children’s party venue at Turf
City.

There, two boxes made by Jackson
were set up, one for each voluntary wel-
fare organisation, for guests to donate as
much as they wanted in lieu of birthday
presents.

His mother Sabina Chang, 36, said she
and her husband thought this was a good
way to teach their son “to have empathy
for others and to pay it forward”.

She added: “It’s a waste to receive so
many presents. You know how kids are –
they get excited at the start, but after a

couple of weeks, they won’t be interested
in the toys. I thought we could use the op-
portunity to help the less fortunate.”

The move has made Jackson the Com-
Chest’s youngest donor to have used a
special occasion to raise funds.

ComChest invites the public to use spe-
cial occasions to raise funds, which can
be channelled to any charity or voluntary
welfare organisation they choose.

The biggest donation so far is
$100,000, from a man who wished to
mark his son’s wedding last month.

Ms Ang Bee Lian, the chief executive
of the National Council of Social Service,
said: “Donations pledged from such occa-
sions will help Community Chest to meet
its target of $55.2 million to support 161
social service programmes serving more
than 320,000 people in need.”

The Changs, inspired by a friend in

Seattle who had used a special occasion
to raise money for a charitable cause
there, contacted ComChest soon after.

Once they had picked the beneficia-
ries, party invites were sent out, inform-
ing guests that they could choose to make
a donation at the party instead of bring-
ing Jackson a present.

Asked if Jackson could, at his age, un-
derstand how his action will help the less
fortunate, Mrs Chang said: “He under-
stood the concept in some ways. He may
not understand who he is helping, but at
least he understands why.”

She believes the experience has benefit-
ed Jackson, her eldest child. He has a sis-
ter Ella, aged two, and a 10-month-old
brother, Davis.

Mrs Chang added: “If you learn to be
compassionate from a young age, you’ll
grow up to be a good person who respects
people and treats them well.”

� Cancer fund-raiser
GREAT Eastern Life Planners
Association commemorated its 36th
anniversary by helping to raise $36,328
for the Children’s Cancer Foundation
on Tuesday.

The 48 participants – 38 Great
Eastern life planners and staff, and 10
members of the public – shaved off
their hair at Great Eastern Centre

Foyer at a “Hair for Hope” satellite
event ahead of the main event on July
25.

The annual event by the foundation
raises awareness of childhood cancer
in Singapore as well as funds for child
cancer patients.

� SMU community service projects
THIS month and next month,

Singapore Management University
(SMU) students will be carrying out
four community service projects.

These projects will help
beneficiaries from a number of
organisations, including Ronald
McDonald’s Children Charity, En
Community Services and the Muscular
Dystrophy Association of Singapore.

Underwater World visitors getting a welcome treat from children from the Children’s Aid Society,
Darul Ihsan Orphanage and Teck Ghee Youth Centre. ST PHOTO: MALCOLM KOH

BY CHERYL ONG

POPULAR bread chain BreadTalk is donat-
ing up to $50,000 to The Straits Times
School Pocket Money Fund to mark the
bakery’s 10th anniversary this year.

The donation will be a combination of
yesterday’s sales revenue from the
BreadTalk@Silver Paragon outlet, as well
as five cents from each Flosss and Fire
Flosss buns sold in Singapore over the
next two months.

Mr Peter Khoo, the organising chair-

man for the fund,
was at the anniversa-
ry event.

BreadTalk chair-
man George Quek
and others in senior
management posi-
tions manned
counters at the Para-
gon outlet, serving a
steady stream of cus-
tomers yesterday af-
ternoon.

They were accom-
panied by radio deejays from 91.3 FM and
100.3 FM, who hosted the celebratory
event and unveiled a giant Flosss birth-
day bun, complete with candles.

Measuring 1.3m across, the pastry

weighed in at almost
15kg.

Since its founding in
2000, the bakery chain
has opened 400 outlets
across 13 countries.

In his speech yester-
day, Dr Quek explained
that the company
wished to give back to
the community, and con-
sidered the ST School
Pocket Money Fund a
worthwhile cause be-

cause it helps needy children.
He also recounted his days as a stu-

dent, and how he often went hungry dur-
ing recess in school because his family
was too poor to give him pocket money.

“When I was young I never had

enough pocket money. Every cent count-

ed, and every time I bought a bowl of noo-

dles, it meant I had to walk home instead

of taking the bus,” said Dr Quek, in Man-
darin. “I hope needy children can get the
pocket money they need, so they don’t
have to make such decisions any more.”
ongyiern@sph.com.sg

Deeds list

Get involved

BY JALELAH ABU BAKER

PUPILS from Odyssey The Global Pre-
school are just two to six years old, but
they are already involved in a worthy
cause: raising funds for children who are
not as lucky as them.

Using media like batik, Chinese ink
paint and acrylic, the kids have poured
their hearts and souls into creating art
pieces that are for sale at prices ranging
from about $40 to more than $200.

Through the exhibition, the school has
so far raised almost $10,000 this year,
about the same amount that it raised last
year for the Children’s Society.

This year, the money will go to the
Make-A-Wish Foundation, which grants
wishes to those aged between three and
18 who have life-threatening diseases.

“Every year, we are looking for a plat-
form to collaborate with the community.
One way is charity art. Last year’s art ex-
hibition was fulfilling and successful, so
we decided to do it again,” said Ms Kelly
Hor, the school’s managing director.

It is children like nine-year-old Ezra
Lim that these young artists hope to help.
The active boy from East Spring Primary
School was diagnosed with leukaemia in
January.

To help him deal with his illness better
and add some cheer to his life, Ezra was
granted a wish of a lifetime by the founda-
tion: to be a businessman.

He dressed up as one, his small frame
clad in a suit, and was allowed to sell
Tamiya cars, his favourite kind of toy
cars, at Stargek, which is Tamiya's distrib-
utor in Singapore, Malaysia and Indone-
sia. Make-A-Wish volunteers acted as his
customers. He was then chauffeured in a
Lamborghini to Suntec Convention Cen-

tre, where he received an “Entrepreneur
of the Year” award in a make-believe cere-
mony attended by about 50 friends, fami-
ly members and well-wishers.

Ezra was a very happy boy that day.
“My favourite part was sitting in the Lam-
borghini,” he said, although the speed en-
thusiast added that he would have liked
the car to travel faster.

Ms Catherine Ho, director of develop-
ment at the foundation, said they are
grateful to the school for raising funds as
more children can have their wishes grant-
ed.

“It is great that they could combine
the creativity of such young kids to give
something back to the society,” she said.

The exhibition is on till Tuesday at 110
Alexandra Road from 10am to 4pm.

Little Jackson with the donation box he made for his birthday party. The five-year-old helped raise
$900 for charity. PHOTO: NATIONAL COUNCIL OF SOCIAL SERVICE

VISITORS to Sentosa last month would
have encountered a surprising welcome –
74 unofficial youth ambassadors deter-
mined to show some Singaporean hospi-
tality.

Stationed just outside the main en-
trance to Underwater World, the primary
school-aged children offered packets of
tissue paper and Gardenia bread to visi-
tors and received thanks in return. The
children were taking part in an activity
where the aim was to collect as many
“thank yous” as they could.

The activity was part of a holiday
camp organised by trainee teachers from
the National Institute of Education (NIE).
Although it took the form of a children’s
game, its intention was to emphasise the
importance of showing kindness to stran-
gers.

“The main aim of the camp is to instil
the values of caring and sharing,” said
28-year-old Yeo Huan, the leader of the
group of trainee teachers. “We want
them to have a fun but meaningful time
at the camp.”

Ms Guo Zhen, 25, another trainee
teacher, added: “They know they have to
do everything in a spirit of kindness – to
have the right attitude and keep smiling.”

When approached by the children,
many visitors accepted their proffered
gifts with a smile.

“I think I was needing it badly, and he
just came and gave it to me,” said Indian
tourist Shweta Bagaria, 30. She added
that the children were “very helpful, very
considerate”.

Other visitors merely looked bemused
and waved the children away. However,
the children remained unfazed as they
had been taught how to deal with rejec-
tion.

“I just say ‘Thank you, have a nice
day’ to them,” said 12-year-old David.
When asked how he felt about the activi-
ty, he replied with a grin: “I’m having
fun.”

The children were from the Children’s
Aid Society, the Darul Ihsan Orphanage
and the Teck Ghee Youth Centre.
LINETTE LAI

Ezra Lim, nine, got to fulfil his dream of being
a successful businessman with the help of the
foundation. PHOTO: MAKE-A-WISH FOUNDATION

BreadTalk chairman George Quek blowing out a candle on the giant Flosss bun to celebrate the
group’s 10th anniversary at the Paragon outlet yesterday. With him are senior management staff:
(from left) Mr Quek’s wife Katherine, Mr Oh Eng Lock and Mr James Quek. ST PHOTO: MALCOLM KOH

Kids create, sell artwork
to help other children

Have a cause you are passionate about? Tell us about it at
stlocal@sph.com.sg with the subject heading: “Causes”.

Bakery marks 10 years,
gives $50k to ST School
Pocket Money Fund

5-year-old’s
many happy
returns for a
good cause

Kids learn to care and share

BreadTalk rises
to the occasion

home�causes
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