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A LORRY driver who was filmed
side-swiping a woman on a scoot-
er was yesterday sentenced to
seven weeks in jail for causing
grievous hurt by doing a rash act.

Former carpenter Goh Hwee
Tiong, 52, was also banned from
driving for five years for the
Jan 18 accident, which was record-
ed by a camera in a car behind the
lorry on the Pan-Island Express-
way.

The video, which went viral

and turned the driver into an on-
line villain for the way he tried to
overtake trainee teacher Hazel Ng
Boey Ling, was used by the prose-
cution to highlight the “appall-
ing” and “extremely dangerous”
manner of Goh’s driving.

Ms Ng, who needed emergency
surgery after suffering a broken
shoulder blade and injuries to her
elbow, chin and knees, declined to
comment on the lorry driver’s sen-
tence when contacted.

But in a statement to the court,
the 27-year-old said she still has
nightmares about being in the op-
erating theatre. She also revealed

that she recently received a letter
of apology from Goh. “I am will-
ing to accept the apology and for-
give him. But it will take time for
me to forget about the incident.”

Goh, who pleaded guilty, had
been driving behind her scooter
when he decided to overtake.

He failed to signal when he fil-
tered partly into the right lane,
said Deputy Public Prosecutor
Benny Tan Zhi Peng, leaving very
little space between the lorry and
the scooter. He also did not signal
when he swerved back into the
lane occupied by Ms Ng, despite
having not passed her completely.
Instead, he ended up hitting the
scooter, causing her to fall onto
the expressway.

Goh’s lawyer Tan Hee Joek said
his client, who could have been
jailed for up to four years and/or

fined up to $10,000, had made an
error of judgment – made worse
by the driver’s “lazy” left eye.

But District Judge Marvin Bay
said Goh should have been even
more careful given his eyesight is-
sues. He also pointed out that be-
ing in a lorry, Goh had a better
view of traffic, and drivers in his
position must be more mindful of
other road users.

Avid kayaker Ng, who has had
several skin grafts, the most re-
cent one about a month ago, is
now on a year’s hospitalisation
leave. She could not graduate
from the National Institute of Edu-
cation in May because of her inju-
ries. She also suffered financially
after she stopped getting a $2,050
allowance from the Education
Ministry, along with another from

the Singapore Canoe Federation.
“I’m looking forward to going

back to school,” she told The
Straits Times. She hopes to return
in January and graduate four
months later. She will not, howev-
er, be riding a scooter any more,
after being dissuaded by her fami-
ly. “And because I am fearful.”
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Trainee teacher Hazel Ng Boey Ling in hospital after the accident. She needed emergency surgery after suffering a broken
shoulder blade and other injuries. She is now on a year’s hospitalisation leave. ST FILE PHOTO

Incident was recorded on video
which later went viral on Internet

Lorry driver gets
jail, ban for hitting
woman on scooter
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