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By PRISCILLA GOY
and DAVID EE

WHEN he was told his father and
grandfather had died last week,
the three-year-old son of Mr Tan
Chee Heong posed a heartrending
question.

“Why did Papa and Gong Gong
(grandfather in Mandarin) die at
the same time?” he asked his fami-
ly.

There were no easy answers.
His father, 42, and grandfather

Tan Boon Sin, 66, were brutally
murdered last week at their family
home in Kovan.

The man accused of the crime,
policeman Iskandar Rahmat, 34,
has been charged with murdering

the two men, though there is no
word yet on the motive.

Yesterday, the Tan family con-
tinued to mourn their deaths at
the Teochew Funeral Parlour in
Ubi.

The younger victim’s uncle, Mr
Ong Boon Kok, 49, also showed
reporters some artwork done by
the boy and his 10-year-old broth-
er in memory of their father and
grandfather. The drawings will go
into their coffins.

There was a picture of a dragon
– a nod to the dragon-related
games the younger Mr Tan played
with the younger boy. There was
also a drawing of a sofa, which the
family was expecting to be deliv-
ered last week.

“I miss you daddy,” wrote the

older boy above the drawing.
More visitors dropped by to

pay their respects yesterday, in-
cluding Workers’ Party MPs Syl-
via Lim (Aljunied GRC) and Lee Li
Lian (Punggol East). The scene of
the crime, Hillside Drive, is part
of Aljunied GRC.

Long-time customers of the
car workshop the elder Mr Tan
owned also turned up at the wake,
which was being watched by two
plain-clothes police officers.

At a Meet-the-People Session
last night, Ms Lim said: “The in-
vestigations are still ongoing so I
don’t think we should pre-judge
the issue. It’s a terrible tragedy
and I think the family needs to be
given some space to grieve.”

The victims’ funeral will be
held today.

Meanwhile, police investiga-
tions are still ongoing. Chinese
evening daily Lianhe Wanbao re-
ported yesterday that about 30 po-
lice officers and divers spent
around five hours looking for the
murder weapon in the waters near
the National Sailing Centre at
East Coast Parkway on Sunday.

It is not known if the weapon –
believed to be a knife – was recov-
ered.

But police did confirm yester-
day that Iskandar has been formal-
ly interdicted – or suspended
from duty without pay – follow-
ing his arrest and the decision to
charge him in court.

The police added: “As court
proceedings against Iskandar are
ongoing, we should let the law
take its course, and not engage in
speculation that could perpetuate
misleading information that may
cause further distress to the fami-
lies involved in the case.”

goyshiyi@sph.com.sg
davidee@sph.com.sg

Additional reporting by
Jalelah Abu Baker and Tessa Wong
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WATCH THE VIDEO

Police officers and divers looking for the murder weapon in the waters near the National Sailing Centre at East Coast
Parkway on Sunday. It is not known if the weapon – believed to be a knife – was recovered. PHOTO: LIANHE WANBAO

KOVAN DOUBLE MURDER

No easy
answers
for grieving
young kids

By MELISSA LIN

CHILDREN are to spend more
time learning about money during
home economics classes as Singa-
pore grapples with rising costs
and household debt.

A new syllabus to be rolled out
by the Education Ministry next
year will place greater emphasis

on teaching secondary school stu-
dents how to manage their financ-
es. It will also introduce three elec-
tive modules for project work:
food science, food entrepreneur-
ship and consumerism.

The change was revealed yester-
day by Dr Joyce Mok, a senior lec-
turer in natural sciences at the Na-
tional Institute of Education.

“The difference is that we’re
giving more curriculum time to fi-
nancial education, and we’ve in-
troduced elective modules for
project work,” she said, adding
that the new syllabus – entitled
Food and Consumer Education –
comes in the wake of increasing
credit problems and rising costs.

Dr Mok, who is part of the sylla-

bus committee, said learning
about money management must
start at a young age.

She was speaking on the side-
lines of the 17th Biennial Interna-
tional Asian Regional Association
for Home Economics Congress.
The five-day event at the Grand
Copthorne Waterfront Hotel
brings together about 200 academ-

ics, educational leaders and policy
makers from 13 countries.

Senior Parliamentary Secretary
for Education and Manpower Ha-
wazi Daipi said the design of the
syllabus “takes into account the
demographic changes in society”.

Home economics is compulso-
ry for lower secondary students.

Temasek Secondary student

Jaren Pang, 13, said the extra fo-
cus on money management would
be useful for some of his friends.

“When they see something at-
tractive, like game cards, they
don’t think before buying,” he
said. “Shortly after, they will run
out of money and ask if they can
borrow from me and my friends.”

mellinjm@sph.com.sg

SHAWN LEE MILLER
reports from the

subordinate courts

Sons of younger victim do artwork to
put into coffins of father, grandfather

(Left) A drawing of the sofa the
family was expecting to be delivered
last week, done by Mr Tan Chee
Heong’s 10-year-old son.

PHOTO: COURTESY OF ONG BOON KOK

Students to get more lessons on handling money under new syllabus
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