
By POON CHIAN HUI

IN A bid to ensure that Malay sur-
vives this generation and beyond,
three committees have been set
up to further promote the use of
the language in schools, the
community and the local literary
scene.

The move, which is the first of
its kind here, is being made by the
Malay Language Council of Singa-
pore, which will set aside at least
$600,000 over three years to im-
plement various programmes.

Announcing the plans yester-
day, Senior Minister of State for
Home Affairs and Foreign Affairs
Masagos Zulkifli said Malay is
part of the country’s heritage and
identity. It is one of the four offi-
cial languages here.

“The spectrum of uses of the
Malay language is really wide,
from casual to formal, from the
bazaar to the very structured,” he
noted.

Mr Masagos, who chairs the
council, said the committees will
work on plans for the longer term.

One of them, to be headed by
Dr Intan Azura Mokhtar, who is
an MP for Ang Mo Kio GRC, will
focus on schools.

Currently, the teaching of
Malay in pre-schools is largely
left to centres, which design their
own curriculum. But a review of
pre-school education is now un-
der way to come up with a stand-
ardised curriculum.

The council is working with
statutory boards under the Minis-
try of Education and the Ministry
of Social and Family Development
to prepare guidelines or work

plans for this.
One of its recommendations is

to beef up oral skills, such as by
getting teachers to encourage the
use of Malay during playtime and
when the children interact with
one another.

Hopefully, the children will
also bring the language back home
to their young parents – a group
that is becoming less familiar with
Malay.

This is due to the dominance of
English usage in schools and the
workplace, observed Chua Chu
Kang GRC MP Zaqy Mohamad,
who heads the committee that is
overseeing community involve-
ment efforts.

Agreeing, Mr Masagos said the
biggest challenge today is to
ensure that Malay is regularly
spoken at home, and not just by

older folk.
“Over time, if families do not

use the language at home, we will
start to see issues,” he added.

The council also plans to hold
activities in the community, and
Mr Zaqy intends to build on a
popular annual language cam-
paign called Bulan Bahasa.

Last year, the month-long
event drew nearly 9,000 people
to dialogues, quizzes for pupils,
storytelling sessions and talks by
young Malay authors.

The third committee, focusing

on the literary scene, is being
helmed by retired teacher Mohd
Naim Daipi, an expert in the Ma-
lay language.

It aims to give the literary
scene a boost with writing compe-
titions, poetry recitals and book
quizzes to stir up interest among
youth.

Said Mr Masagos: “With this,
people can continue to love the
language as their heritage while ac-
quiring English as a means for
them to do well in their careers.”

chpoon@sph.com.sg

ON OR AROUND
MAY 2, 2010
Ms Pang Chor Mui,
general manager of
Nimrod
Engineering,
allegedly
performs a
sexual favour for
Singapore Civil
Defence Force
(SCDF) chief Peter

Lim Sin Pang, as an inducement to
further the interests of the company.

BEFORE MARCH 18, 2011
Nimrod Engineering’s business
development manager Raymond Tan
Peng Leng (left) is asked by Ms Pang
to source for detectors for
radioactive substances.

MARCH 18, 2011
Mr Tan sends an e-mail message

to Ludlum, a company in the United
States providing this equipment.

APRIL 6, 2011
The SCDF calls for a tender for
radioactive substance detectors on
government procurement website
GeBIZ.

A FEW DAYS AFTER APRIL 6, 2011
Nimrod Engineering’s sales manager
Lee Yong Chin (right) sees the tender

call on GeBIZ and
alerts Ms Pang.

AROUND APRIL 20,
2011
Mr Lee sends
the tender
specifications
to Mr Tan
on
instruction
of Ms Pang.

MAY 3, 2011
Nimrod Engineering puts in a bid for
the project at around 2.40pm, just
barely more than an hour before the
4pm deadline. The tender was later
cancelled by the SCDF.

DECEMBER 2011
SCDF called for a tender again for
the same project and Nimrod
Engineering submitted a bid
again.

By LIM YAN LIANG

DID Ms Pang Chor Mui’s compa-
ny know about a government ten-
der before it was announced?

If not, why was an employee
suddenly researching radiation
equipment that the company had
never supplied before, allowing it
to submit a bid just in time?

These were the key questions
in court yesterday as both sides
scrutinised the timeline of events
on the first day of former civil de-
fence boss Peter Lim Sin Pang’s
corruption trial.

The prosecution argues that
Ms Pang’s firm, Nimrod Engineer-
ing, had advance knowledge of
the tender to provide walk-
through radiation detectors. This,
it alleges, was because she had
agreed to give Lim sexual favours
in return for a business advan-
tage. However, the defence coun-
tered that there was nothing odd

about the fact that the company
was researching the equipment be-
fore the tender was announced,
because it was in the security line.

The first witness called to the
stand was Nimrod Engineering’s
business development manager
Raymond Tan Peng Leng.

He told Deputy Public Prosecu-
tor Tan Kiat Pheng that Ms Pang,
the firm’s general manager, had
asked him to research walk-
through radiation portals in
March 2011, about a month before
the tender was called. But he later
said he did not sense anything ab-
normal or special about this as the
Japanese earthquake and tsunami
had just occurred.

At that point, Nimrod Engineer-
ing did not sell the portals. So Mr
Tan sent an e-mail to an Ameri-
can supplier that did. “What I can
remember is she (Ms Pang) asked
me to look for a walk-through de-
tector that can detect radioactive
sources,” he said.

“It is similar to our
walk-through metal detector ex-
cept that it can detect radiation
sources, rather than metal.”

By March 24, he was in touch
with the American company and
its Asia-Pacific distributor, and
had quotations for two models of
radiation detection portal.

He told the court that he then
passed the pricing information to
Ms Pang. However, nothing much

happened until April 21, when he
first received specifications for
the tender from a colleague. At
that point, there was a flurry of
e-mail exchanges between him
and the distributor as he tried to
obtain information necessary for
the deal.

But Mr Tan said that it did not
send him important documents
that were necessary for compli-
ance purposes until May 3, 2011,
the day the tender closed. This
meant Nimrod Engineering did
not submit its bid until about an
hour before the deadline.

Mr Tan said Ms Pang had not
given him many specific details
about what he was meant to
search for. But he recalled her ask-
ing him to look for walk-through
detectors even though there are al-
so hand-held and drive-through

versions. “She just asked me to
look for this product: no special in-
struction, (and) I don’t remember
there’s any deadline,” he said. “I
thought she saw some potential in
this product and asked me to look
into this.”

Under cross-examination by de-
fence counsel Hamidul Haq, Mr
Tan agreed that he was essentially
researching blind. He was “very
much in the dark” on specifics
such as budget and specifications,
and was “trying (his) luck” with
the supplier. Mr Tan added that it
probably took him one hour to get
the distributor’s contact details
while surfing the Internet.

The next witness called was
Nimrod Engineering’s sales man-
ager Lee Yong Chin, who con-
firmed his company had a prior
business relationship with the Sin-

gapore Civil Defence Force
stretching back at least to 2002.
Mr Lee, who is paid a commission
by Nimrod Engineering based on
sales figures, said he saw the ten-
der in question on government
procurement website GeBIZ a few
days after it went online.

He said he informed Ms Pang
about it – even though the firm
did not sell such equipment – as it
was “a hot topic” following the
Fukushima accident at a reactor
in Japan. “I shared this informa-

tion with her just for sharing, be-
cause at that particular time,
there was a surge in demand (for
radiation detectors),” said Mr
Lee. “It’s something similar to
Sars, when there were many peo-
ple looking for thermal scanners.”

Mr Lee added that Ms Pang did
not give him any instructions un-
til about April 20, when he was
asked to provide tender specifica-
tions to Mr Tan.

The trial continues today.
yanliang@sph.com.sg

Ways to promote the language

BANGKOK – Thailand’s econo-
my accelerated at the fastest
pace on record in the December
quarter, joining Asian nations
from Indonesia to the Philip-
pines in showing resilience in
the face of a faltering global
economy as local demand rises.

Gross domestic product in-
creased 18.9 per cent in the last
three months of 2012 from the
same period a year earlier, the
National Economic and Social
Development Board said yester-
day. That is the fastest rate since
Thailand began compiling data
in 1993.

The eye-popping growth fig-
ures are rooted in tragedy, as
massive floods swamped most of
the country in late 2011, killing
hundreds of people and causing
damage worth billions of dollars.
The disaster also depressed pro-
duction and consumption last
year. Thailand is a regional man-
ufacturing hub, and is especially
important for the auto and elec-
tronics sectors.

But even with the lower base-
line caused by the floods, yester-
day’s data shows the recovery
was more robust than in the past
as economists had expected
much slower growth of around
15 per cent for the quarter.

There are more indicators
that suggest the growth is for re-
al, CNN reported. Compared
with the third quarter, a more re-
cent benchmark, the Thai econo-
my expanded by a very rapid 3.6
per cent in the final three
months. Full-year GDP growth
in 2012 was 6.4 per cent from
0.1 per cent in 2011.

The economy is predicted to
expand 4.5 per cent to 5.5 per

cent this year, the agency said
yesterday, keeping to its earlier
forecast. Export growth may be
11 per cent, it said. Thai car sales
by all producers reached a
record 1.44 million last year,
Toyota Motor (Thailand) said
last month, helped by a tax in-
centive for first-time buyers.

Asian leaders have boosted
government spending to support
growth as Europe’s sovereign
debt crisis hurt exports. A recov-
ery in China and the United
States has improved the outlook
for the region, with economies
such as Taiwan, Singapore and
Malaysia estimated to report
faster GDP growth for the fourth
quarter later this week.

“We have stronger consumer
power, we have minimum-wage
hikes across the South-east
Asian region which is supportive
of consumer demand and invest-
ment is picking up,” said Mr En-
rico Tanuwidjaja, a Singapore-
based economist at Royal Bank
of Scotland.

“The positive growth momen-
tum is likely to continue in 2013
and if exports recovery comes
much sooner, the outlook is
brighter in this region.”

“We’re not looking for any
more interest-rate cuts from
Thailand”, Malaysia, Indonesia
or the Philippines, said Mr Rob-
ert Prior-Wandesforde, a Singa-
pore-based economist at Credit
Suisse. “Growth is sufficiently
robust now to mean that the
chances of policy-rate reduc-
tions are low, and indeed the
chances of interest-rate hikes in
some of these countries before
the end of the year are higher.”
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Mr Masagos said the biggest challenge
is to ensure Malay is spoken regularly
at home. BERITA HARIAN FILE PHOTO

Thai economy
surges in Q4
at record pace
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‘Ex-SCDF chief on trial’

Timeline: Events leading up to SCDF tender

Former SCDF chief Peter Lim leaving the Subordinate Courts yesterday flanked by his lawyers Hamidul Haq (left) and Bala Chandran after day one of the trial. The
prosecution argued that Ms Pang’s firm had advance knowledge of an SCDF tender to provide walk-through radiation detectors. ST PHOTO: SEAH KWANG PENG

THE Malay Language Council
of Singapore will roll out a
number of initiatives in the
next three years to promote
the language. They include:

NEW MOBILE APP
Set to be launched in the
middle of the year, it will
provide users with updates on
Malay language, literature and
art and cultural activities in
Singapore.

READING MALAY BOOKS
The habit will be cultivated
among children from
pre-schools to tertiary
institutions. Reading materials
will be provided with the help
of the National Library Board,
the National Arts Council, and
Malay Activities Executive
Committees in community
clubs and pre-schools.

NURTURING TEACHERS
Outstanding Malay-language
teachers who have received
the Arif Budiman Teachers
Award will mentor their
younger peers. They will also
get to attend overseas
conferences and seminars to
further their own learning.

APPRECIATING LITERATURE
Book quizzes, writing
competitions and poetry
recitals will be held to
encourage the young to learn
more about Malay novels and
poetry.

SHOWCASING THE LANGUAGE
Recent membership with the
Southeast Asia Literary
Council paves the way for
events to promote
home-grown Malay-language
literature to the world.

Woman’s
firm ‘knew
about tender
in advance’
Prosecution alleges general manager
gave sex favours to get business edge

3 new panels to spur Malay usage
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