
By JANICE HENG

THE National Library Board
(NLB) is helping to bring Malay
history to the world, for free.

Key manuscripts, which could
be seen only in London before,
are being made available online.

They include the earliest
known Malay letter to be written
in gold and an 1873 copy of the
Malay Annals, a 600-year chroni-
cle of Malay history.

Old maps of Singapore and the
private papers of Sir Stamford Raf-
fles will soon follow.

The project is part of an agree-
ment between the British Library
and the NLB.

“It’s wonderful to be able to
bring some of that material about
the history of Singapore to audi-
ences here,” said British Library chief executive Ro-
ly Keating, who was in Singapore for yesterday’s
signing.

Over the next five years, a wide range of histori-
cal material of interest to Singapore will go up on
NLB’s e-book site at sgebooks. nl.sg. These will al-
so be available on the British Library website,
which has owned the originals since colonial rule.

Previously, they could be viewed only by visiting
the library’s reading rooms in London. Now, it is
turning the documents into high-resolution imag-
es.

The project began with a £125,000 (S$248,000)
donation from philanthropists William and Judith
Bollinger. The Bollingers were patrons of the British
Library while in London, but later moved their fi-
nancial business to Singapore.

They suggested the idea of the project to the Brit-
ish Library and NLB. Early last year, two NLB re-
searchers went to London to help select docu-
ments.

In the first phase, 112 titles comprising an esti-
mated 16,060 images have been digitised.

These include literary and historical documents
in Malay and Jawi script, letters from Malay rulers
to European officials and historical notes on the
study of the Malay language, dating from the 17th
to the 19th centuries.

One highlight is an 1857 letter from Johor ruler
Engku Temenggung Seri Maharaja to Emperor Na-

poleon III of France, the earliest
known Malay letter to be written
in gold ink.

The next phase will involve ear-
ly maps of Singapore and nearby
areas, followed by letters and pa-
pers of Sir Stamford.

“The project is a huge boost to
researchers, academics and any-
one with a keen interest in the his-
tory, culture and literature of the
Malay archipelago,” said Associate
Professor Hadijah Rahmat, deputy
head of the National Institute of
Education’s Asian Languages and
Culture Academic Group.

But National Library director
Gene Tan hopes the documents
will attract as much interest from
the public, pointing out that they
shed more light on pre-colonial
Singapore, an era that may be “not

as well understood” as the post-colonial years.
janiceh@sph.com.sg
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By KHUSHWANT SINGH

A PART-TIME cleaner was fined
$6,000 yesterday for stealing a
gold chain and pendant worth
$2,800 from a four-year-old boy.

Loi Liang Ngoh, 51, got into the
lift on the 10th floor of her block
of flats in Lower Delta Road at
5.30pm on March 17. The boy was
playing inside with his cousin, al-
so four.

Loi noticed the victim’s gold
chain and lifted it over his head.
She then exited at the seventh sto-

rey and went down in another lift.
The victim’s mother later no-

ticed that the jewellery was miss-
ing and called the police.

Investigators used video foot-
age from the surveillance camera
in the lift to identify and arrest
Loi. By then, she had sold the loot
to a jewellery shop for $1,240.
Both the chain and money were re-
covered.

Loi pleaded guilty to theft at a
district court. Defence counsel
Patrick Fernandez said a fine was
an appropriate punishment as the

offence was “not premeditated”
and his client did not harm or
threaten the boy.

Deputy Public Prosecutor Clem-
ent Yong asked for a jail sentence
to be imposed because Loi had tar-
geted “a helpless victim who was
not in a position to resist her”.

In passing sentence, District
Judge Toh Yung Cheong noted
that no violence was involved.

Loi could have been jailed for
up to three years, fined up to
$10,000 or both.
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TWO lawyers face a professional
misconduct probe after they
failed in a court bid to have the
proceedings called off.

Mr Manjit Singh and Mr Sree
Govind Menon will be investigat-
ed by a disciplinary tribunal after
their final appeal was dismissed.

The case was triggered by a
complaint made in 2010 by art gal-
lery owner Bernadette Rankine.

It relates to about $1.6 million
that was entrusted to Mr Singh
and $200,000 to Mr Menon, ac-
cording to previous reports.

Disciplinary proceedings were
started and then Chief Justice
Chan Sek Keong appointed a disci-
plinary tribunal.

In November last year, Ms
Rankine wrote to the Law Society
to withdraw her complaint.

But it decided to continue with
the proceedings anyway.

The two lawyers wrote to Chief
Justice Chan urging him to revoke
the appointment of the tribunal.
He turned them down.

They then applied for a judicial
review to challenge his refusal.

After their application was dis-
missed in March, they took the
case to the Court of Appeal.

The pair contended that the
former chief justice had abdicated
his duty under the Legal Profes-
sion Act by failing to consider
their request to revoke the tribu-

nal. But the appeal court rejected
their arguments yesterday.

It found that the pair’s conclu-
sions were “unsound” and contra-
ry to the evidence.

The three-judge court said that
the disciplinary process cannot be
held hostage to the whims of com-
plainants, who may have personal
reasons for changing their minds.

It added that the fact that a
complaint was withdrawn does
not necessarily mean there was no
truth to it.

The court found that it was
within the former chief justice’s
discretion to let the process take
its course.
SELINA LUM

Cleaner stole toddler’s gold jewellery

Lawyers face probe as appeal fails
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A digitised version of an 1857 letter
from Engku Temenggung Seri
Maharaja of Johor to Napoleon III of
France. PHOTO: BRITISH LIBRARY
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