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By PEARL LEE

IF YOU want your child to be
good in English, speak the lan-
guage at home.

That theory, however, may not
always work, according to a lin-
guistics expert.

Young children benefit more
when parents converse with them
in the language they are strongest
in, rather than the one they hope
their children will excel in, said As-
sociate Professor Xiao Lan Curdt-
Christiansen from the National In-
stitute of Education.

“Some parents here have the
mentality that if they want their
kids to be good in a certain lan-
guage, they will speak to their
child in that language, even if
they can’t speak it well them-
selves,” said the expert, who has
conducted research on family lan-
guage policy and how it affects a
child’s literacy development.

“But what they don’t realise is
when they are not strong in that
language, they tend to use limited
vocabulary, and this... limits the
child’s learning of that language.”

Giving an example, she said:
“You won’t be able to use beauti-
ful adjectives to describe, say,
food. You can probably say in Eng-
lish, this is rice, that is chicken
rice, but you won’t be able to de-
scribe how delicious it is, because
your knowledge of the English vo-
cabulary may be weak.”

She shared her observations at
an international symposium on
languages organised by the Nan-
yang Technological University,
the first such meeting in Asia.

She suggested that parents tap
existing resources – such as sto-
ry-telling workshops – to help
them teach languages to their chil-
dren. Learning languages in such
a manner is more useful than at-
tending tuition sessions, “where
kids practise on assessment
books, but don’t speak the lan-
guage, and the language doesn’t
come alive for them”.

The four-day symposium,
which opened yesterday, will see
some 600 experts from over 45
countries discuss issues relating
to bilingualism and multilingual-
ism.

Professor Virginia Yip from
Hong Kong’s Childhood Bilingual-
ism Research Centre spoke about
how it is best for children to learn
two languages before they turn
three. “Kids have this innate ca-
pacity to acquire language... but
for an adult to learn a new lan-
guage, it becomes very challeng-
ing,” she said.

Speaking at the launch, Senior
Parliamentary Secretary for Edu-
cation Sim Ann pointed out that
the home language environment
here has changed significantly
over the years. More families are
using English to communicate
with their young children.

That has given rise to “a con-
stant debate and soul searching
about the direction of our bilin-
gual policy,” said Ms Sim. “For ex-
ample, should we be teaching
mother tongue languages in the
mother tongue itself, or should
we be using English to teach the

mother tongue language, particu-
larly for children in predominant-
ly English-speaking homes?”

Parent Kate Tan, 25, agreed
that the proper use of language at
home is important for children.

The marketing executive
speaks to her three-year-old
daughter in English, while her par-
ents-in-law, whom she lives
with, communicate with the child
in Mandarin. She said: “When I
speak Mandarin, I always mix Eng-
lish words in, and I don’t want my
daughter to learn that.”
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HOW can parents help their
children juggle two
languages?

What goes on in the
mind of a bilingual child?

These were some topics
discussed yesterday at a
workshop on early
childhood bilingualism,
which focused on
Singapore’s education
environment.

Some 70 members of the
public participated in the
workshop, which was part
of the international
symposium on languages
organised by the Nanyang
Technological University.

The one-day “From
Babble to Babel” workshop
was sponsored by the Lee
Kuan Yew Fund for
Bilingualism.

It was led by a panel of
seven experts, including
Associate Professor Xiao
Lan Curdt-Christiansen,
who shared their insights
on the various topics.

The purpose of the
workshop was to highlight
the potential and challenges
of raising children who are
bilingual.

Senior Parliamentary
Secretary for Education Sim
Ann said the workshop,
which focused on parents
and caregivers, “can help
young children better adapt
to and benefit from the
bilingual environments in
which they grow up in”.

A much loved veteran artiste in the local
showbiz industry, Zheng Ge Ping is often in
the limelight and widely recognised for his
brilliant acting talents. Aside from that he has
also been making waves and gaining the
enviable reputation of a ladies’ man with his
impressive chiselled physique despite fast
approaching 50 years old.

HAIR PROBLEMS AFFECTS ACTING ROLES
Ge Ping is a perfectionist when it comes to

his acting career and life. As a public figure,
maintaining his image at all times is
especially important to him. As he hits the
big 5-0, Ge Ping insists on keeping fit and
healthy-looking.

He explains: “I can do any kind of intensive
workout to maintain my figure, but I can’t
ward off hair loss that come with old age.
Having a thick and healthy crown of glory
helps me in portraying all my roles. If,
however, a hair problem strikes me one day, I
will only be able to take up limited acting
roles.”

In the past three years, signs of thinning
hair and a receding hairline have been
bothering Ge Ping. Initially, he attributed it to
work stress. He would never have guessed
that he was going to lose his hair had he not
been invited to appear on the infotainment
programme, Hair Challenge 101, where a
Beijing 101 consultant gave him a scalp
analysis.

RECEDING HAIRLINE
Ge Ping knew that these hair loss problems

had to be quickly and calmly addressed. He
had heard heaps of praises for Beijing 101’s
services from his good friend, Pan Ling Ling.
So naturally when he was seeking a solution
for his hair problems, Beijing 101 was the first
thing that came to his mind.

At the end of his scalp analysis, the
professional Beijing 101 hair consultant
explained to Ge Ping that he had an oily scalp
that could get too greasy due to unevenly
distributed sebum secretion. On top of that,
his hair follicles were showing signs of
deterioration, resulting in thinning hair
above the forehead. As an avid golfer, Ge
Ping spends a lot of time outdoors without
knowing that this prolonged sun exposure
has been causing serious damage to his hair
and scalp.

“I SEE RESULTS AFTER 1 SESSION”
He recalls: “I am so thankful to Beijing 101! I

remember how convinced I was by Beijing
101’s herbal hair treatment after my first
session. It turned out better than I thought.
After the treatment, my scalp felt revitalized
and refreshed. One session was all it took for
me to see significant results in my hair
condition. After a few sessions*, my hair
looked thicker and darker!
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Zheng Ge Ping’s hair and scalp problems is
resulted from?
(A) Long sun exposure (B) Unhealthy diet



WIN!
$500
Hair Care
Hamper

$100
Supermarket

Voucher

Scalp
Analysis!

After a few sessions*, my hair
grew darker and look thicker!
- Zheng Ge Ping
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