
T
housands of young pupils received their PSLE
results last Thursday, amid much discussion
about the stress levels and relevance of the Pri-
mary School Leaving Examination (PSLE).

The PSLE system has undergone various
changes since its inception in 1960. In the

beginning, pupils were only told if they had failed or

passed the examination. Then, in 1980, letter grades were
introduced. While aggregate scores have been in use since
1973, they were revealed only from the 1980s, and even
then, the scoring system went through changes.

In the beginning, aggregate scores could go into the
300s and 400s, but now the scores stay below 300.

SundayLife! asks 10 people from various walks of life –

including a chef, a doctor and a professional golfer – to
reveal their PSLE scores and if their grades were important
in shaping their careers.

simlinoi@sph.com.sg

How big a role did the PSLE result play in your life?
Write to suntimes@sph.com.sg

JANICE KOH, 38

Actress and Nominated Member of
Parliament
My PSLE score: 253
My reaction: “When I received my
PSLE results, I was relieved to have
made the cut-off required for me to stay
on at SCGS.”

Six months before the PSLE, Ms Janice
Koh’s mother restricted her TV viewing
hours.

Other than that, the mother of two
sons aged eight and six does not
remember her parents exerting pressure
on her to perform well.

“The only expectations my parents
had of me was that I stay on at
Singapore Chinese Girls’ School, which
was my mother’s alma mater. So, I
think they were relieved and glad.”

Her father is an operations manager
in the marine industry and her mother
is a part-time property agent.

She later went to Victoria Junior
College, completed her honours degree
in theatre studies at National University
of Singapore in 1996 and went to
Goldsmiths College in London for her
master’s in theatre administration.

She says it is timely that we “re-look
at our priorities and address this current
over-emphasis on aggregate scores”.

MELVIN VU, 35

Chief executive of Marina Bay Cruise Centre
Singapore
PSLE score: 216
My reaction: “When I received my PSLE results, I
cried.”

Mr Melvin Vu says he
had expected better
results and had hoped to
go to a top secondary
school. He remembers
his teacher at St
Andrew’s Junior School
hugging him and telling
his parents not to worry
because their son “has
potential”.

He says his scores
were a wake-up call for
him to work harder in
the affiliated St Andrew’s
Secondary School. He
got into Temasek Junior
College, the college of
his choice and graduated
from Nanyang
Technological University
with a business degree in 2001.

Says the married Mr Vu who has no children: “I
was a relatively late bloomer.”

JASLYN LAW, 37

Deputy cluster head at A*Star’s Institute of
Materials Research and Engineering
My PSLE score: 257
My reaction: “When I received my PSLE results, I
was happy and excited but I also began to ponder
what would be next?”

Ms Jaslyn Law did well in the PSLE at Kong Hwa
School and topped her secondary school cohort at
the Chung Cheng High School (Main) with 10
distinctions. But she
decided to go to a
polytechnic.

The alumnus of
Singapore Polytechnic
says: “I’m not from a
well-to-do family, so I
thought a polytechnic
education was a quicker
way to go into the
workforce and earn a
living to help my
family.”

Her cloth-seller
father had a stroke
while she was in
primary school, so her
mother had to do
part-time cleaning jobs
to support the family of
four children.

After graduating
with a diploma in electronics and communication
engineering, she saved up to pursue a university
degree in electrical electronics engineering at the
Nanyang Technological University. She received
her PhD in nanotechnology at National University
of Singapore in 2008.

She says her primary and secondary school
education taught her the importance of
contributing to society.

She is married to a senior manager in the
automotive industry and they have no children.

Did PSLE make or break them?

Melissa Sim
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MERVIN GOH, 40

Chef and restaurateur, Akashi Group
My PSLE score: 180
My reaction: “When I received my PSLE
results, I was worried.”

Mr Mervin Goh is not ashamed to share
his PSLE score. “Well, success in life is not
just dependent on your PSLE grades,” he
says.

The alumnus of Tanjong Rhu Primary
School says he did not study very much
for the school-leaving exam. “I was into
football and all I could think about was
playing football,” confesses Mr Goh, who
completed his O levels at Changkat
Changi Secondary School and went
straight to the army after that.

He and his brothers opened their first
Akashi outlet in Tanglin Shopping Centre
in 1995. He says he was worried after
getting his PSLE results because he was
put in the normal stream and did not
know which secondary school he would
end up in.

He has two sons, aged eight and four.
If he could turn back the clock, he would
“have taken the examinations more
seriously” because he could have gotten a
better score and made his parents proud.

His mother ran a canteen stall and his
father did not hold a stable job.

He adds: “It would also open up more
choices for me.”

RAI KANNU, 34

Musician and singer-songwriter
PSLE score: 264
My reaction: “When I received my PSLE results, I
was happy, but my main focus was if it was good
enough to get me into the school of my choice.”

Rai Kannu, better known as Rai from the band Jack
and Rai, says: “Scores are one thing but with
hindsight, it is the experiences I gathered from my
secondary and tertiary education and National
Service that have guided me to where I am today.”

But he acknowledges that his score was essential
to getting him into the school of his choice – Raffles
Institution.

“I made good friends and met good teachers both
at RI and Raffles Junior College. They were my role
models.’’

He took his PSLE at Qifa Primary.
Rai, who is single, graduated from the National

Institute of Education with a Bachelor of Arts with
diploma in education in English and physical
education and received second-class upper honours
in sport psychology. He started teaching in 2004 and
quit in 2008 to pursue his career in music.
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