
By ESTHER TEO

HONG KONG is hoping to take a
leaf out of Singapore’s kindergar-
ten system even as the Chinese
city mulls over a possible shift to-
wards free pre-school education.

Its Education Secretary Eddie
Ng spent two days in the
Republic this week exchanging
best practices with his counter-
parts and looking for opportuni-
ties for collaboration between the
two cities.

This is part of a “global bench-
mark exercise”, he told The
Straits Times on Tuesday.

It comes as the city evaluates
the feasibility of providing free
three-year kindergarten educa-
tion, an area that Hong Kong
Chief Executive Leung Chun Ying
promised to look into during his
maiden policy address in January.

The delegation was in South
Korea in June.

It left Singapore for Australia
yesterday.

“I believe there is a lot of com-
mon ground for us to cooperate,
collaborate, share best practices
and find the best way to suit the
specific context of these two loca-
tions,” Mr Ng said.

Resources dedicated to train-
ing teachers, deployment of infor-
mation communication technolo-
gies and the involvement of par-
ents and other stakeholders are
some of the areas being studied.

Singapore’s “planning frame-
work”, for instance, is also very
comprehensive and is one area
that Hong Kong can learn more
from, Mr Ng said.

This includes areas such as the
accreditation of pre-schools to
raise quality.

Dr Moses Cheng, head of Hong
Kong’s Committee on Free Kin-

dergarten Education, added that
the study allows them to identify

what makes for a quality kinder-
garten education.

A child should be entitled to
such an education regardless of
the wealth of his family, Dr
Cheng noted, adding that both
cities also view affordability and
availability as priorities.

The panel is also interested in
finding out more about Govern-
ment-operated kindergartens in
Singapore since almost all the
pre-schools in Hong Kong are pri-
vately-run, Dr Cheng added.

During his visit, Mr Ng met
Minister of Education Heng Swee
Keat and also visited Soka Kinder-
garten and Temasek Polytechnic.
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A CORPORATE lawyer and an in-
tellectual property law professor
have been appointed judicial com-
missioners of the High Court for
one year.

Mr George Wei, 58, an expert
in intellectual property law at the
Singapore Management Universi-
ty (SMU), begins his appointment
today, and Mr Edmund Leow, 50,
a managing principal of law firm
Baker & Mackenzie, on Oct 1.

Both were appointed by Presi-
dent Tony Tan Keng Yam, acting
in his discretion and in concur-
rence with the advice of Prime
Minister Lee Hsien Loong, said a
statement from the Prime Minis-
ter’s Office yesterday.

With their appointments, the
Supreme Court has a total of 15
judges, including the Chief Jus-
tice, and three Judicial Commis-
sioners.

Mr Wei got his diploma in law

from the School of Oriental and
African Studies in Britain in 1978,
and his Masters in Law from the
University College London in
1984. He has authored five books
on copyright and intellectual
property rights, and is married
with a son.

Mr Leow graduated with a
Bachelor of Arts in Law from

Cambridge University in 1986
and specialises in tax and corpo-
rate law.

He was a founding member
and vice-president of the Singa-
pore Trustees Association when
it was set up in 2002, and re-
mains its vice-president. He is
married with two children.
RACHEL CHANG

SMU professor
George Wei (far
left) takes up his
appointment today
while Mr Edmund
Leow of law firm
Baker & Mackenzie
will start on Oct 1.
They will each
serve for one year.

By YEO SAM JO

RUNNING 217km is hard enough.
Doing it in temperatures above
50 deg C, on an uphill terrain in a
place called Death Valley howev-
er makes it much more arduous.

But 60-year-old Lim Nghee
Huat still managed to finish the
Badwater Ultramarathon in Cali-
fornia’s Death Valley National
Park two weeks ago in style, even
if it took him nearly two days.

The seasoned ultramaratho-
ner’s time of 42 hours and 34 min-
utes earned him the 58th spot out
of 96 competitors, most of whom
were in their 30s and 40s.

Along the way, the television
producer – the first Singaporean
to complete the Badwater Ultra-
marathon, one of the world’s
most difficult foot races – raised
$130,000 for the Heartware Net-
work, a Singapore charity which
works with youth.

The runner was honoured at a
Thank You Lunch yesterday at Pa-
tara Fine Thai in Tanglin Mall,
which was attended by Emeritus
Senior Minister Goh Chok Tong,
the sponsors who pledged money

for Mr Lim’s run and Heartware
Network members.

“I wanted to provide a plat-
form for youth to perform more
community service,” said Mr

Lim, referring to the chari-
ty’s programmes.

EMS Goh told him:
“As long as you can

run, I will support
you.”

This is not the
first time that Mr
Lim has used his
races to raise mon-

ey. Since 2005, he has raised
about $500,000, having also run
the Brazil 135 Ultramarathon
three times, and Run Round Ultra-
marathon in Singapore twice.

But the father of three, who
has been running long distance
for about 40 years, described his
latest race on July 15 to 17 as his
toughest yet.

“Sometimes I could only walk
because it was too steep,” he ad-
mitted, as he endured muscle
cramps, blisters and the urge to
vomit during the Badwater Ultra-
marathon.

Mr Lim, who ran his first ultra-
marathon – which involves dis-
tances longer than the usual mara-
thon distance of 42km – eight
years ago, is not stopping here.

He next plans to run 500km,
and even dreams of climbing
Mount Everest one day.

“I’m not sure if my wife would
let me though,” he chuckled.
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HK education chief in S’pore to
share best practices on pre-schools

By LINETTE LAI

LEARNING a second language at
an early age could help your brain
function better as an adult, a
study has found.

Participants in the research,
which involved 81 undergraduates
from Singapore and China, took
part in several tasks designed to
test executive control – which re-
fers to how the brain is able to
tune out distractions or irrelevant
information.

Those who learnt a second lan-
guage earlier and used it frequent-
ly performed better at these
tasks. The average age at which
the Singaporeans started learning
a second language was slightly
over three years old.

However some participants be-
gan learning a second language be-
fore they were a year old.

“Singapore is increasingly be-
coming an English-dominated so-
ciety, with more families speak-
ing English at home,” said Assist-
ant Professor Yow Wei Quin of
the Singapore University of Tech-
nology and Design, who co-au-
thored the study.

“There is a real concern that
we are starting to lose that moti-
vation to learn and speak two lan-
guages. The later you expose your

child to a second language, the
less likely it is that your child will
enjoy learning it and be proficient
in its use.”

Previous studies have ascer-
tained that bilingual children tend
to be better than their monolin-
gual counterparts at tasks that re-
quire selective attention and the
mental flexibility to code-switch
between two concepts.

However, Prof Yow’s latest re-
search is the first to explore how
the age of second language acqui-

sition affects executive control in
adults.

But the study does not mean
that children should always be en-
couraged to do so from as young
an age as possible.

Bilingualism specialist Hu
Guangwei, who is an associate
professor at the National Institute
of Education, noted that these
positive effects are generally seen
in individuals who are fluent in
two languages.

“Age of acquisition is not a suf-
ficient condition for these bene-
fits to occur,” he said.

“It is unlikely for the advantag-
es to be reaped by individuals
who have only a smattering of pro-
ficiency in a second language, and
who seldom use that language.”

Frequency of use indeed seems
to be the key, at least in the expe-
rience of Madam Chan Siu Ching,
whose 12-year-old daughter April
started speaking Cantonese at
home and “very naturally” picked
up English and Chinese in kinder-
garten.

“My daughter is very curious
and inquisitive about every-
thing,” the 45-year-old house-
wife said. “Building strong foun-
dations in language has had an im-
pact.”

linettel@sph.com.sg
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Mr Lim Nghee Huat (left) starting his ultramarathon in Death Valley National
Park, California. Behind him is one of his support crew, Mr Yong Yuen Cheng,
42. On the right is fellow competitor Joilson Ferreira, 40, from Brazil.
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Lawyer, SMU don appointed
judicial commissioners

S’porean,
60, tackles
ultra
marathon
for charity

MUCH IN COMMON

I believe there is a lot of
common ground for us to
cooperate, collaborate, share
best practices and find the best
way to suit the specific context
of these two locations.

– Hong Kong Education Secretary
Eddie Ng (above)

 

Such language users tune out distractions better: Study

ENCOURAGEMENT

As long as you can run, I will
support you.

– Emeritus Senior Minister Goh
Chok Tong, to Mr Lim Nghee Huat

 

Early start on
2nd language ‘aids

brain function’

START THEM YOUNG

The later you expose your child to a second
language, the less likely it is that your child will
enjoy learning it and be proficient in its use.
– Assistant Professor Yow Wei Quin of the Singapore University of
Technology and Design, who co-authored the study

 

Mr Lim with Badwater Ultramarathon director Chris Kostman.
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