
NEW buildings will have to provide ameni-
ties such as nursing rooms and family park-
ing spots when higher standards to make
such features mandatory kick in.

The Building and Construction Authori-
ty (BCA) said yesterday it intends to in-
clude these features in its accessibility
code after a review is completed at the end
of the year. Builders are required by law to
abide by this code.

BCA said it has identified such universal
design features, catering to all groups re-
gardless of age or physical condition, with
community groups such as developers,
architects and voluntary welfare agencies
for the disabled and the elderly.

Its latest move is part of a wider move-
ment to develop Singapore as a “City for
all Ages” and make its physical infrastruc-
ture more user-friendly. This means, for
example, seamless walkways with no barri-

ers and easy access to lifts and toilets.
BCA chief executive John Keung said yes-

terday the ageing issue is “very real, not on-
ly in Singapore but in other cities as well”.

Singapore had taken steps to improve
the user-friendliness of the environment
since 2006 when BCA launched its Accessi-
bility Masterplan. As a result, almost all
public buildings with heavy public traffic
such as hospitals and libraries today have
basic accessibility features, he said.

The challenge is getting private owners
to retrofit old buildings – built before the
Accessibility Code was introduced in 1990
– and install such features, he added.

Building owners often cite high upfront
costs and disruption to business as key rea-
sons for not doing so.

To address this, BCA is extending a $40
million Accessibility Fund – initially meant
for 2006 to 2011 – for another five years

until 2016 for building owners to get help.
BCA provides grants of up to 80 per

cent of retrofitting costs, with a cap of
$300,000. About $6 million has been dis-
tributed to more than 100 projects island-
wide so far, with another $2.5 million
worth of projects being considered.

BCA yesterday also hosted a meeting
with an international panel of experts on
universal design who shared best practices
from their home countries.

Dr Keith Bright, Emeritus Professor of
Inclusive Environments in Britain’s Univer-
sity of Reading, told reporters he was im-
pressed with the level of commitment
shown by local authorities to address the
city’s user-friendliness. “Universal design
is important because it enables people to
live independent lives... and this is impor-
tant for an ageing society,” he said.
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A LAB has been set up for teachers to
collaborate on projects in the use of
infocomm technology (ICT) for teaching
and learning.

Located at the Academy of Singapore
Teachers in Malan Road, the eduLab will
work with school clusters to spread innova-
tive practices.

Senior Parliamentary Secretary for Edu-
cation Hawazi Daipi made the announce-
ment at the opening ceremony of the third
International Conference on Teaching and
Learning with Technology at Suntec Singa-
pore yesterday. He said the lab will be a
“water hole of sorts” for practitioners to
experiment and realise ideas.

Although he did not mention the recent
cases of derogatory remarks made online,
he said youth should be safeguarded from
the potential pitfalls of using technology.

“In fact, as our students become increas-
ingly connected, this instils a greater need

for the inculcation of cyber-wellness
values and skills,” he said.

The two-day conference, organised by
the Ministry of Education (MOE), the Inter-
national Society for Technology in Educa-
tion and the Academy of Principals Singa-
pore, is expected to draw about 1,400 local
and overseas educators, researchers and in-
dustry leaders.

The eduLab is part of
an MOE programme initiat-
ed in 2010 to support and
develop ideas in ICT. It is
jointly implemented by
the National Institute of
Education and funded by
the National Research
Foundation.

Three projects involv-
ing 20 schools have been
implemented so far. In one
project, teachers from
River Valley High School
and Yishun Junior College
customised open-source
physics simulations to fit
the needs of the syllabus.
Three other schools have
started using the models.

At the conference, Nan
Chiau Primary said the
school’s 350 Primary 3 pu-
pils will be equipped with

Nokia Windows-based smartphones spon-
sored by Qualcomm. Principal Tan Chun
Ming said: “These tools give pupils the
means to take responsibility for their own
learning and enable teachers to provide in-
dividualised mentoring.”
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BEFORE you leave your flat on that rainy
day, you can now visit the PUB website to
monitor conditions at your destination.

Closed-circuit television (CCTV) imag-
es of 24 locations islandwide can now be
found on the website of the PUB, which an-
nounced the new initiative yesterday.

It currently has 65 CCTV cameras in-
stalled in areas which are flood-prone, or
have recently experienced flash floods.

Images from 24 of these cameras, in
areas with higher traffic flow, were upload-
ed online yesterday and will be continuous-

ly updated every five minutes.
These cameras are placed at sites includ-

ing Orchard Road, Shenton Way, Bukit
Timah Road, Upper Thomson, Veerasamy
Road, Tampines Street 81 and Ang Mo Kio
Avenue 3.

Mr William Yeo, PUB’s deputy director
of catchment and waterways, said the new
initiative will help provide real-time site
conditions during heavy rainstorms.

“This enables us to deploy manpower
onsite faster in the event of a flash flood,
and provide more timely updates to the

public,” he added.
Giving people the ability to check out

conditions in these areas during heavy
storms will also help improve public prepar-
edness, Mr Yeo added.

Members of the public can also obtain in-
formation before, during and after flash
floods via SMS alerts, Facebook and Twit-
ter updates, as well as radio broadcasts.

To view the CCTV images, visit:
www.pub.gov.sg/managingflashfloods/

WLS/Pages/WaterLevelSensors.aspx
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Nan Chiau Primary School pupils (from left) Justin Chia, Jarvis Chia
and Wayne Lim demonstrating how to use an application on their
smartphones to Senior Parliamentary Secretary for Education
Hawazi Daipi yesterday. PHOTO: DESMOND LUI FOR THE STRAITS TIMES
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