
A
student’s education is not complete till he

has developed a sense of what it means to

be a citizen in Singapore’s context – the

rights, responsibilities and social

relationships that must be cultivated. So,

one might fret over the findings of a

recent National Institute of Education

study which suggested that, except for those in Integrated

Programme (IP) schools, many 15-year-olds have only a

limited understanding of citizenship.

Schools are not neglecting this subject. In the current

Civics and Moral Education syllabus, topics are organised

around the core values of respect, responsibility, resilience,

integrity, care and harmony. The aim is to help students

make sound choices and to develop positive behaviour and

attitudes. In most schools, students have less than two years

to prepare for the social studies examination, so teachers do

what they can. IP students don’t have to prepare for the

O levels, so they have time to work on social advocacy

projects. Teachers expose them to topics beyond textbooks

and have more time to discuss social issues.

Student forums to discuss and debate national issues in

school would be useful, but more is needed. Parents and

the community at large need to also play a part in exposing

teenagers to citizenship and civic matters. One way is to

draw from real-life situations or classic dilemmas to

stimulate such discussions. And parents need look no

further than daily newspapers for a wealth of topical and

explanatory content.

Civic issues are also learnt through observation and

experiences shaped within the community. Therefore,

community clubs and non-governmental organisations

that promote social and environmental programmes

should find ways to involve the young too. A collective

effort is required to help nurture the next generation of

Singapore citizens.
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