
Here are some events and developments to expect in the year of the horse
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ARTS AND HUMANITIES

MUSEUMS: Singapore will get its first and only nat-
ural history museum when the $46 million pur-
pose-built Lee Kong Chian Natural History Museum
at the National University of Singapore is complet-
ed this year.

The seven-storey 8,500 sq m museum space will
house three nearly-complete dinosaur skeletons
and more than half a million specimens of flora and
fauna, making it one of the largest South-east Asian
collections of biodiversity in the region.

Also, wax museum Madame Tussauds (left) will
open in Singapore in the second half of the year at
Sentosa.

FESTIVAL: The Singapore Arts Festival will return in
August after taking a break last year. The country’s
oldest arts event’s comeback will be managed by
an independent festival company, after 35 years of
being government-led. It has also been renamed
the Singapore International Festival Of Arts and will
run for six weeks – twice as long as its predecessor.

ECLIPSES: Keep an eye on the night sky this year as
two total lunar eclipses will be visible in Singapore
on April 15 and Oct 8.

SPORTS

SCHOOLS: Sports will take centre stage in schools this
year. Lower secondary students will notice changes in
their physical education (PE) classes as the new curricu-
lum kicks in. It requires students to take part in at least
three friendly matches with schoolmates and is aimed
at empowering and encouraging students to always
stay physically active.

Students will also no longer be given letter grades in
PE. Instead, they will get qualitative descriptions about
their abilities in areas such as values and attitudes, par-
ticipation levels and activity levels outside of school.

The changes will be progressively rolled out at all lev-
els, including primary and pre-university, by 2016.

Furthermore, students will also start taking the Na-
tional Physical Fitness Award test in alternate years in-
stead of annually.

STADIUM: The $1.33billion, 35ha Singapore Sports
Hub (right) is expected to open in April. Its massive
312m-wide dome is one of the world’s largest
free-spanning domes.

The Sports Hub, which will be accessible to the pub-
lic year-round, will feature recreational sporting and en-
tertainment facilities. Some of the major international
sporting events which will take place on this new sports
stage this year include the Asian Netball Championship
in September and the Women’s Tennis Association
championships in October.

BIKING: Cycling enthusiasts can look forward to the
completion of a16km-long bicycle path in front of the
Marina Bay Sands resort sometime this year.

EDUCATION

PRE-SCHOOL: Five Ministry of Education kindergartens
will start operations this year in a move to raise pre-school
standards.

CITIZENSHIP: From this year, students will be taught using
a new Character and Citizenship Education syllabus that is
designed with their daily experiences as context.

CYBERBULLYING: A large-scale study will be conducted
by the Institute of Mental Health and the National Institute
of Education in the first quarter of this year to find out how
teenagers are affected by cyberbullying and Internet addic-
tion. Results of the study will be released next year.
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COURT MATTERS

RIOT: Singapore’s first riot in 40 years
led to the arrest of scores of people, a
temporary ban on the sale of alcohol in
Little India, the formation of a Commit-
tee of Inquiry (COI) into the cause of
the mayhem and ignited a flurry of dis-
cussion among shocked locals and for-
eigners.

The trials of individuals charged
with rioting as well as the findings of
the COI are expected to develop this
year, as are the conversations about
the social issues thrown up by the inci-
dent.

HACKERS: A string of cyberattacks on
government websites last year result-
ed in the arrests of three suspects.

James Raj Arokiasamy (pictured,
right), 35, was accused of hacking the
website of Ang Mo Kio Town Council
on Oct 28 last year. He allegedly used

the alias “The Messiah”. He has also
been linked to the theft of data belong-
ing to Standard Chartered Bank’s cli-
ents as well as other cyber intrusions,
such as the creation and posting of a
video threatening cyberattacks to pro-
test against licensing rules for news
websites here.

In another hacking incident, busi-
nessman Delson Moo, 42, and student
Melvin Teo, 17, were charged with of-
fences under the Computer Misuse
and Cybersecurity Act for attacking
the Istana website on Nov 8.

GRAFT: The City Harvest trial, in which
six church leaders were accused of
cheating the megachurch of some
$50 million, is expected to wrap up on-
ly in the second half of the year.

As the biggest financial scandal in-
volving a registered charity, its trial is
likely to be a talking point among Sin-
gaporeans.

MONEY MATTERS

INFLATION: The Monetary Authority of Singapore expects infla-
tion to increase to a high of 3.5 per cent this year before easing
towards the end of the year. Although wages are expected to
increase at a faster rate than the historical average of 3.3 per
cent, any wage increase the breadwinners in your family may
get may be cancelled out by the rising costs of living.

SINGAPORE

NATIONAL SERVICE

DEFENCE: The proposals from the Committee to
Strengthen National Service will likely be submitted
to the Government early this year.

Some likely recommendations will be the forma-
tion of the Singapore Armed Forces Volunteer Corps
to let women and first-generation permanent resi-
dents do their part for defence, the hiring of more
career soldiers as trainers to beef up national service
training, as well as the possibility of shortening the
interval between the end of recruits’ studies and the
start of national service.

DO
What key events and issues are likely to emerge in
your life this year? Write down your thoughts about
how life in Singapore may change for you in the next
12 months. How will you prepare for the changes?

SINGAPORE

A heads up on the year ahead
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