
By AMELIA TENG

A DEAN at the National Institute
of Education (NIE), Professor Tan
Oon Seng, will be its new director
from July 1.

The 56-year-old, who has
been dean of teacher education
since 2008, is renowned for his
work in cognitive psychology and
problem-based learning.

He started his career as a teach-
er in 1983. He rose to be a
vice-principal in 1991, and the fol-
lowing year, became a lecturer at
Temasek Polytechnic.

He joined NIE in 2001 as an as-
sociate professor and is now also
a professor at Nanyang Techno-
logical University (NTU), which
NIE is part of.

Prof Tan will take over from
Professor Lee Sing Kong, 62, who
has been at the helm of the teach-
er training institute since Novem-
ber 2006.

In announcing the change,
NTU president Bertil Andersson
said he is confident “Prof Tan
would build on the excellent foun-
dation laid by his predecessors
and bring NIE to greater heights
of excellence”.

He thanked Prof Lee, saying:
“Under his leadership, NIE has
achieved an outstanding reputa-
tion as a leading teacher educa-
tion institution in the world.”

During his time, NIE under-
took a review of teacher educa-
tion programmes with the Minis-
try of Education and schools.

The review resulted in the
launch of the 21st-century teach-
er education model in 2009 to de-
velop teachers with relevant class-
room skills such as using IT to
teach.

Prof Lee was also instrumental
in transforming NIE’s tutorial
rooms to become more conducive
to group work, for instance, by
having multiple plasma screens
and cluster seating arrangements.

He received the Public Admin-
istration Medal (Gold) in 2011 for
his contributions. Last year Prof
Lee became the first Singaporean
to receive the Medal for Distin-
guished Service, the highest hon-
our given by Columbia Universi-
ty’s Teachers College.

Prof Lee, who will continue to
teach biological sciences at NTU,
said: “The best teacher is one
who can inspire the heart of every
student, and through this, change
their lives not only in the class-
room but beyond.”

On his successor, he said: “I
have known Oon Seng as a dedi-
cated leader whose passion in

teacher education knows no
bounds. I am confident that he
will bring NIE to a new height as
an institute of distinction.”

Succeeding Prof Tan as dean
of teacher education is Associate
Professor Liu Woon Chia, 46, the
current associate dean of practi-
cum and school partnerships.

Other key leadership changes
include the appointment of Pro-
fessor Paul Teng, 64, the dean of
graduate studies and professional
learning, as NIE’s principal offi-
cer. He will help Prof Tan in aca-
demic and administrative matters
when Dr Quek Jin Jong, 67, re-
tires from NIE in July.

Professor Christine Goh, 55, as-
sociate dean of higher degrees in
graduate studies and professional
learning, will assume Prof Teng’s
position.

ateng@sph.com.sg

Professor Tan Oon Seng, who takes over the helm at NIE in July, started his
career as a teacher in 1983, and became a vice-principal in 1991. He joined NIE
in 2001 and is also a professor at NTU. PHOTO: NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF EDUCATION

Tan Oon Seng is
known for his
work in cognitive
psychology

NIE to get new
director from July 1
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