
THEY met when they were both contract teachers at Zhonghua
Primary School in 2009.

The following year, Mr Samuel Chan, 26, and Miss Iris Lee, 24,
entered the National Institute of Education (NIE) where their love
would blossom as they spent four years studying together.

Now engaged to be married, the couple both graduated yesterday.
Their time at NIE was so special that they held their wedding photo
shoot there.

“We would be in the library studying together, or in the cafe
sharing a drink,” said Ms Lee, now an English and mathematics
teacher at Xinmin Primary School in Hougang.

Mr Chan, who teaches at Yangzheng Primary School in Serangoon,
added: “Sometimes, in the midst of rushing deadlines, we forget why
we chose to be teachers in the first place. That’s when we motivate
each other.”

The couple will tie the knot on Sept 13.
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WHEN he was in primary school,
Mr Lim Li Cheng never had any
problems with the work he was
given – he just wasn’t very inter-
ested in doing it.

But after being posted to the
Normal (Academic) stream at
Bedok Green Secondary, he began
to buck up and started racking up
A grades.

Yesterday the 26-year-old son
of a taxi driver and a housewife
graduated as a teacher from the
National Institute of Education
(NIE) and went home with four
awards, including the Lee Kuan
Yew Gold Medal, the highest hon-
our a student can receive.

A total of 1,446 new and return-
ing teachers will receive their cer-
tificates and awards from NIE this
week at the Teachers’ Investiture
Ceremony, held at Nanyang Tech-
nological University.

Mr Lim discovered his love for
teaching through his mathematics
teacher in secondary school.

“She helped me to plan how I
could coach my classmates in
maths and science,” said Mr Lim,
who attended Tampines Junior
College.

During his attachment to
Bedok View Secondary, he taught
an N(A) class. “I enjoy teaching
them, as I can relate to them,” he
said. “Some think they are a diffi-

cult bunch to teach but once you
get to know them, they are re-
spectful and honest.”

He tries to incorporate healthy
competition during maths les-
sons, such as by offering sweets
for correct answers in surprise
quizzes.

“They learn better when they
are engaged,” said Mr Lim, who
will go on to do a master’s degree
in pure maths at the National Uni-
versity of Singapore next month.

Education Minister Heng Swee
Keat yesterday reminded teachers
at the ceremony of the profession-
al boundaries pertaining to duties
and relationships with students
and colleagues. He added that
teachers should question whether
what they are doing will help to
better their students.

Mr Heng also presented the
Outstanding Youth in Education
Award to five teachers to recog-
nise the efforts the young teach-
ers have been making.

Among them was Mr Mohamed
Ashiq Mohamed Elias, a 34-year-
old science teacher at Pasir Ris
Secondary.

He incorporates magic tricks in-
to his lessons – so students discov-
er how levitation is performed
through mirror reflection and
learn about magnets by observing
a trick using a small ring that
“floats” in the air.

He also uses a pregnancy test
kit for a lesson on chromatogra-
phy.

“Students often feel they will
not apply what they have learnt in
science lessons to the real world,
and that’s where they lose motiva-
tion,” he said. “I hope to help
them link these science concepts
to real world application.”

leepearl@sph.com.sg

A MATCH MADE IN SCHOOL
Mr Lim Li Cheng won the Lee Kuan Yew Gold Medal – the highest honour a
student can receive. Mr Mohamed Ashiq Mohamed Elias was one of five teachers
who bagged the Outstanding Youth in Education Award. ST PHOTO: ONG WEE JIN
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NIE grad goes
home with four
awards, including
LKY Gold Medal

Late bloomer tops
class of teachers
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