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T HE National Institute of Education (NIE) wel-
comed a new batch of graduates this week.
Some 1,446 new and returning teachers re-

ceived their certificates and awards during the Teach-
ers’ Investiture Ceremony on July 9 and 10 at the Nan-
yang Technological University’s Nanyang Auditori-
um.

During the ceremony, 28 graduating teachers were
recognised for their exceptional performance, four of
whom received multiple awards.

One such outstanding graduate was Mr Taranpal
Singh, who topped his cohort and was awarded the
NIE Gold Medal for his outstanding performance in
the Postgraduate Diploma in Education (Secondary/
Junior College) programme.

“Honestly, I did not expect to receive the NIE Gold
Medal. I am a product of all those around me – my
family, my friends, my teachers. I am fortunate to
have been surrounded by such individuals. To me
they are the true recipients of the NIE Gold Medal.
I am just collecting it on their behalf,” said Mr Singh,
who chose to teach English and physical education at
secondary and junior college levels.

He is currently teaching at National Junior College,
which is also his alma mater.

One of the four multiple-award winning graduates
is Mr Seetaram Panday Ramanand Panday. The
26-year-old graduated with a Diploma in Education
and was awarded the Beng Kim Holdings Book Prize
for best student teacher in mathematics, The British
Council Book Prize for best student teacher in Eng-
lish, and The Dr Shila Fernandez Prize for being overall best student teacher in
the Diploma in Education Programme.

“I am pleased to receive these awards. I really want to be the best teacher I
can be for my pupils and these awards mean I am on the right path. I was up
against some very talented student teachers as well. To win these awards
would earn me the stripes to stand together with such colleagues,” said Mr Pan-
day.

He has been posted to CHIJ Our Lady Queen of Peace, and is keen on teach-
ing science to the young primary school students. “Watching that spark of dis-
covery in their eyes in priceless and addictive,” he said.
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NIE celebrates the exceptional
achievements of 28 graduates

Top of their class...
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