
G
rowing up, Dr Muhammad
Nazir Amir was always a
diligent student as his father
constantly drove home the
importance of education to his

two children.
Mr Amir Abdullah, a human resource

administrator who died three years ago of a
sudden heart attack, would have been
proud of his only son today.

Last month, Dr Nazir, 37, was one of
five who received the President’s Award for
Teachers, which recognises outstanding
educators here.

He teaches science, as well as design
and technology to Normal (Technical)
students at Greenview Secondary School.
He found his calling in education 12 years
ago.

The electronic and electrical
engineering graduate from the University
of Surrey in Britain had planned to pursue
a master’s degree in engineering at
Nanyang Technological University.
However, he fell in love with teaching
during a six-month stint as a relief teacher
at Greenview Secondary School.

“I enjoyed being with the children and I
also loved the subjects I taught,” he says.

These days, he inspires his students to
think outside the box with innovative
methods, such as getting them to
conceptualise and create toys, so as to
pique their interest and aid learning.

“If you have something appealing, it
drives the students to learn,” he explains.

His passion for teaching using hands-on
activities is evident after school hours too.
He keeps toys he makes for lessons at home
and is always eager to demonstrate their
functions to family and friends who visit.

An avid learner, Dr Nazir does ongoing
research on how to teach science in a way
which not only fosters creativity, but also
appeals to his students. His research is
published in international peer-reviewed
journals, such as Physics Education.

Last month, he graduated from the
National Institute of Education with a PhD
in science and design and technology
education.

Dr Nazir says: “When I looked at my
students, I wanted to know in-depth what
would work for me in teaching them
because there were certain issues.

“Many teachers believe students in this
stream are hands-on learners. However,
beyond that, what was lacking in the
activities were the appealing factors which
would drive them. So, to improve myself, I
furthered my studies. I wanted to show
that science could be incorporated into my
other subject, design and technology.”

The bachelor shares a five-room flat in
Marine Parade with his housewife mother,
Madam Wan Majmeen Haider, who is in
her 70s, his older sister, Ms Nur Izzah Amir,
39, a director in counselling and psycholog-
ical services, her husband and their
five-year-old son.

His brother-in-law, Mr Zaid Mohamed
Ali, 40, is also a teacher – he teaches
English – and they often talk about work at
home.

The close-knit family usually celebrates
occasions such as birthdays together, either
by dining out or inviting their relatives
over.

His receiving the President’s Award was
another cause for celebration among the
family, although they wish Mr Amir could
be around to share in their joy.

“When my dad saw how much I liked
teaching when I first started, he told me to
go for it,” Dr Nazir says. “Everyone keeps
telling me that if he were still around
today, he’d be very proud.”

What gives you the greatest
satisfaction as a teacher?
Dr Nazir: Instilling the belief in my
students that they can be better than what
they expect of themselves. That’s also
influenced by their parents. There are good
moments, such as when parents bond with
their child by being involved and helping
in problem-based learning and projects.
Madam Majmeen: He comes home and
tells us stories about what happens in
school and what he’s achieved with his
students, so I’m very happy.

How did you celebrate your award?
Dr Nazir: Everyone wanted to watch the
coverage on TV. They celebrated together
with me. We had a cake at home.

Ms Izzah: His achievements bond us as a
family. Even our domestic helper wanted
to watch it. She’s like a family member and
also has a biology degree, so we always joke
about getting our graduation gowns togeth-
er.

How good are you with kids in
general?
Dr Nazir: I tend to talk to them in lingo
which they can relate to. I also find out
what they’re interested in, so I can start a
conversation. For example, I know which
are the K-pop groups or soccer stars they
like.
Ms Izzah: He is committed to the family
too and picks up my son from childcare
every day.

What is your relationship with your
sister like?
Dr Nazir: We have been very close from
young. We often go out and eat together.

I’d ask her for advice about decisions
regarding things, such as my studies or
career.
Ms Izzah: We depend on each other a lot.
I have to juggle work-life balance, but I can
trust him to care for my son.

How were you disciplined as a child?
Dr Nazir: My father was very strict with
our school work and would scold us.
However, he also rewarded us.
Madam Majmeen: Both my children
were obedient. Their father did the
disciplining, such as raising his voice at
them and teaching them what was right. I
pampered them and provided the
emotional support.

What was your father like?
Dr Nazir: My dad valued family strongly
and would make us recite his five family
values from young: Be loving, caring,
sharing, thinking and religious-minded. It

was part of his discipline.
Ms Izzah: He was very strict about
academic matters and focused a lot on our
school work. He would talk to us about the
importance of education and how a degree
would come in useful.
Dr Nazir: He also exposed us to many
things and would take us to places such as
Europe. That’s why he also pushed me to
go overseas to study.

What kind of father do you think
you would be?
Dr Nazir: I learn a lot from my students
and their parents about making time for
children and being patient. Seeing parents
being supportive of their children has an
effect on how I view parenting.
Ms Izzah: He teaches, so he can connect
with the younger ones. He’s very interested
in children. He’s also close to my son and
takes him out. As an uncle, he definitely
ranks way up there.
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Teaching begins at home
Teacher Muhammad Nazir
Amir’s love for imparting
knowledge is evident to
his family members
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President’s Award for Teachers recipient, Dr Muhammad Nazir Amir (first from left), is always eager to show how his teaching tools work to his nephew Khalel Zaid, his sister, Ms Nur Izzah Amir
(standing), his mother, Madam Wan Majmeen Haider, and his brother-in-law, Mr Zaid Mohamed Ali.
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