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Singapore’s teachers are set to be-
come an attraction for overseas
visitors.

The National Institute of Educa-
tion (NIE) in June invited compa-
nies to submit bids to design a
learning centre for visitors on its
campus.

The idea is to document the his-
tory of teacher training and its role
in education in Singapore.

According to tender documents,
the centre is meant to be the “an-
chor attraction for overseas visi-
tors to understand the develop-
ment of teacher education in Sin-
gapore, particularly how the key
foundations were laid to help us
achieve where we are today”.

The centre is scheduled to open
by August next year .

It is aimed at overseas visitors
who want to study the teacher edu-
cation model here, as well as train-
ee teachers.

The centre is likely to also fea-
ture staff research and student
projects, and to pay tribute to edu-
cation pioneers such as retired ed-
ucators. When contacted, a spokes-

man for the NIE said that it is wait-
ing for concepts and ideas from
vendors, and that the planning of
the learning centre is in a prelimi-
nary stage.

The NIE’s predecessor, the
Teachers’ Training College, was
set up in 1950 to conduct certifi-
cate courses in education for non-
graduates. It later prepared gradu-
ate students for diplomas and post-
graduate degrees in education.

The NIE was formed in 1991 as
an institute of the Nanyang Tech-
nological University (NTU) al-
though it was located in Bukit Ti-
mah. In December 2000, it moved
to the NTU’s Jurong campus.

Over the years, Singapore’s edu-
cation and teacher training mod-
els have been studied by countries
all over the world.

Educators said that the new cen-
tre will cater to people who are in-
terested in Singapore’s teacher
training methods, made famous
by the Republic’s performance in
global mathematics and science
rankings.

Since the mid-2000s, the NIE
has received more requests from
countries to share its expertise in
teacher training.

It has been training foreign
school principals and teachers
who come here for seminars and
presentations and visit schools.

Adjunct professor at the Lee
Kuan Yew School of Public Policy
S. Gopinathan, former dean of the
NIE’s school of education, said:
“Many of them want to know how
a small island can do so well in
teaching students to a level that
they outshine those of other coun-
tries. NIE does a lot of high-quality
education research that other peo-
ple are beginning to notice.”
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Educatorssaid that the
new centre will cater to
people who are interested
in Singapore’s teacher
trainingmethods, made
famous by the Republic’s
performance in global
mathematics and science
rankings.

NIE learning centre for
foreign visitors in the works
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