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RETIRING military personnel are
getting a “no strings attached”
chance to start a new career,
thanks to a bond-free “Warriors
Scholarship” from the Singapore
Management University (SMU).

Launched yesterday, the
scheme is the brainchild of
SMU’s dean of postgraduate pro-
fessional programmes, Dr Philip
Zerrillo, who suggested it to uni-
versity president Arnoud De Mey-
er eight months ago.

Dr De Meyer told a 100-strong
audience at the scholarship cere-
mony yesterday: “These national
service personnel have played an
important role in ensuring peace
and stability, an important role
which is often taken for granted.

I didn’t need much convincing.”
To accommodate the first five

recipients – all in their late 40s –
SMU expedited administration so
they could start this month.

Four of them are taking up a
new master’s programme to learn
about collaboration between gov-
ernment, business and civil socie-
ty, while the other is doing a mas-
ter’s in business administration.

The SMU will sponsor up to 20
bond-free postgraduate scholar-
ships annually for the next three
years, at an estimated cost of
$1 million a year. Applicants can
enrol for 18 of 20 programmes.

The scholarship is open to SAF
service personnel with at least 10
years of service.

About 100 to 200 regulars – in
their mid- to late 40s – retire

from the SAF every year, accord-
ing to the Defence Ministry, and
eight in 10 take an average of six
months to land a new job. Most
become supervisors, managers or
directors in defence manufactur-
ers, banks and security firms. Oth-
ers set up their own businesses.

They are often valued for their
leadership skills, ability to handle
complex tasks and people manage-
ment, said Chief of Defence Force
Ng Chee Meng at the ceremony.

Thanking the SMU in his
speech, he said: “It symbolises
public recognition of the sacrific-
es by our servicemen and women.
SAF personnel will have much to
offer as they have a wealth of prac-
tical experience and leadership
skills honed in training, opera-
tions, planning and policy roles.”

Recipient Lieutenant-Colonel
Chua Thiam Beng, 47, who has
spent 29 years in the SAF, said: “I
hope to find the same kind of ful-
filment that I did in the army.”

jianxuan@sph.com.sg

By AMELIA TENG

OVER 90 per cent of 15-year-olds
believe their teachers are interest-
ed in their well-being and willing
to give them extra help when they
need it.

The same percentage say teach-
ers are well prepared for class and
not “too strict”.

Senior Parliamentary Secre-
tary for Education
and Manpower Hawa-
zi Daipi revealed
these findings yester-
day at the first teach-
ers’ investiture cere-
mony, where he was
guest of honour.

The findings came
from a questionnaire
that was part of the
Programme for Inter-
national Student As-
sessment test conducted in 2012.

Results out last month show
more than 5,500 Singaporean stu-
dents – mostly from Secondary 3
and 4 – came second in mathe-
matics and third in science and
reading out of 65 countries and
regions taking part. The students
also answered a questionnaire
about their backgrounds, schools
and learning experiences.

Most felt their classrooms
were conducive environments for
teaching and learning, with over
90 per cent of them saying prob-
lems like truancy and bullying do
not hinder their learning.

The ministry is looking to cre-
ate an education that goes beyond
pursuing academic excellence.

A teacher has to be a “caring
professional... interested and in-
vested in nurturing the whole
child,” Mr Hawazi told 329 new
teachers yesterday at the Nation-
al Institute of Education (NIE). Of
the cohort, 17 are from the part-
time bachelor of education pro-

gramme which start-
ed in 2008 for
non-graduate prima-
ry school teachers.

In his speech, NIE
director, Professor
Lee Sing Kong, said
trainee teachers get
structured supervi-
sion and mentorship
to help them reflect
on the way they
teach. Some also

hone their skills overseas.
Mr Puah You Kai (above), 26,

valedictorian at yesterday’s cere-
mony, started his teaching career
at Sembawang Secondary School
this year. “I wanted to join teach-
ing to make a difference,” said
the history and English teacher,
who has a joint degree in history
from the National University of
Singapore and University of
North Carolina.

“We set really high standards
in science and mathematics, but
our students can do better in are-
as of creativity and speaking up.”

ateng@sph.com.sg

POLICE are investigating after
a 16-year-old schoolboy col-
lapsed and died after jogging
during a school physical educa-
tion lesson on Monday.

The student, from Tanglin
Secondary School in Clementi,
had appeared “normal” in the
morning, his father told Chi-
nese evening paper Shin Min
Daily yesterday.

A police spokesman said a
call requesting assistance to
301 West Coast Road was re-
ceived at about 8.30am on Mon-
day. Officers arrived to find
the teen being taken uncon-
scious to the National Universi-
ty Hospital. The Straits Times
understands that he was pro-
nounced dead at around 10am.

A Tanglin Secondary School
spokesman said the school is
“deeply saddened” by the inci-
dent, adding: “He was a pleas-
ant student who was well-liked
by his peers and teachers.”

The school is supporting his
family and will also counsel
affected students and staff.

In March last year,
Singapore Chinese Girls’
School student Nur Aisyah Is-
mail, 13, died after collapsing
while doing a 2.4km run dur-
ing a PE lesson.

A post-mortem found that
she suffered from cardiorespi-
ratory failure.
AMELIA TENG
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