
THE Attorney-General’s Cham-
bers (AGC) office at The Adelphi
will be closed today while it moves
to new premises at 1 Upper Picker-
ing Street.

From Monday, the AGC will
start operating from its new office
in 1 UPS building, located between
Chinatown Point and the Hong
Lim Park Speakers’ Corner.

The new office has additional fa-
cilities such as a training court for
AGC officers, specially designed in-
terview rooms for vulnerable wit-
nesses and more video conferenc-
ing rooms connected to Changi
Prison and the courts.

The AGC said it had to shift
from the Adelphi office, which it
has occupied for 22 years, because
its long-term needs could not be
accommodated and the landlord
has other plans for the units.

The new office is within walk-
ing distance of the Subordinate
Courts, that handle over 90 per
cent of the AGC’s cases.
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CIGARETTES sold here with-
out a new “Singapore Duty
Paid Cigarette” mark will be
deemed illegal from today –
leaving buyers and sellers
open to prosecution.

Smokes bearing the new
mark – a series of parallel ver-
tical bars and the letters
‘SDPC’ around each stick –
have been sold from Dec 1
last year to give manufactur-
ers and retailers time to
phase in the new mark.

Singapore Customs said in
a statement that the new
mark is meant to increase the
effectiveness of anti-contra-
band cigarette operations.
These are intended to curb

the selling, buying and pos-
session of contraband, and to
help the public differentiate
between duty paid and un-
paid cigarettes.

Under the Customs Act
and GST Act, offenders who
deal with duty unpaid goods
can be fined up to 40 times

the amount of duty evaded,
jailed for up to six years, or
both.

Last Tuesday a Vietnam-
ese man in charge of a contra-
band cigarette distribution
ring was jailed for 16 months
and fined $14,000.
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In addition to the letters “SDPC”, the new mark has a series of bars
around each cigarette. PHOTO: TOBACCO ASSOCIATION OF SINGAPORE

stream schools are open to the
idea. Fees range from about
$3,000 to $5,000 a month.

Mr Alex Liau, clinical direc-
tor of Nurture Pods, a therapy
centre for children with autism,
has nine shadow teachers in var-
ious schools, up from three last
year.

The eight-year-old boy’s
mother, an executive assistant
who wanted to be known only
as Ms Chan, is paying $5,000
for a shadow teacher who is a
therapist.

She said her son used to run
out of class when he had to do
something he found unpleasant.

She was advised to hire a
shadow teacher by his occupa-
tional therapist, mainly to focus
on helping him correct his be-
haviour.

“It’s only more successful
when there’s intervention as he
acts out, rather than talking to
him at the end of the day,” she

said.
There are about 10,000 stu-

dents with special needs – dys-
lexia, mild autism or attention
deficit hyperactivity disorder –
in mainstream schools.

Most can continue learning
well with support from the
schools.

All primary schools and 64
secondary schools have at least
one allied educator to provide
learning and behavioural sup-
port. Teachers also undergo
training to handle students with
special needs.

A Ministry of Education
spokesman said that in a few
cases where parents are unable
to directly support the child’s
transition, a shadow teacher
can help him settle into the
school. This arrangement is
made by parents and the school
on a case-by-case basis.

But shadow teachers are not
meant to provide permanent
support. Mr Liau said they will
gradually “fade away” and turn
up only during lessons where

the child shows challenging be-
haviours, to help them develop
independence.

Dr Chia said the effective-
ness of shadow teaching de-
pends on how much follow-up
there is from parents at home or
by the teachers when the ser-
vice is no longer available.

He also noted that there is no
professional body governing
this service. Shadow teachers,
he said, should ideally have an
associate degree in early child-
hood education, child develop-
ment or special education.

Ms Carrie Lupoli, founder of
Live And Learn, a special needs
consultancy firm, said there are
shadow teachers who have
“very limited training, know-
ledge or supervision” but par-
ents turn to them as they are
more affordable.

But Ms Chan, who is willing
to pay for quality, is getting re-
sults. “The shadow teacher is
now with him only during a few
lessons,” she noted.
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It’s only more
successful when
there’s intervention
as he acts out,
rather than talking
to him at the end of
the day... The
shadow teacher is
now with him only
during a few
lessons.
– Ms Chan, who pays $5,000
for a shadow teacher who
is a therapist for her
eight-year-old son
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