
By YASMINE YAHYA

BUYERS are queueing up to get a
foot in the door of the first proper-
ty launch to emerge from the part-
nership in Iskandar Malaysia be-
tween Temasek Holdings and
Khazanah Nasional.

All of the 147 units at Afiniti
Residences will be launched for
sale at a balloting exercise on Sat-
urday morning at the Traders Ho-
tel at Puteri Harbour in Iskandar.

About 1,570 people have regis-
tered their interest online for the
129-year leasehold condominium,
which is next to Legoland in Nusa-
jaya, with more signing up since
registration closed last week.

Ms Roslina Arbak, general man-
ager of Pulau Indah Ventures
(PIV), the 50-50 joint venture

firm formed by Temasek and Khaz-
anah, said two-thirds of those
who have registered are Malay-
sians, while 32 per cent are Singa-
poreans.

The enthusiasm does not seem
to have been dampened by a week-
end announcement by Johor
Menteri Besar Mohamed Khaled
Nordin that the state will increase
tax rates this year for proper-
ty-owning foreigners. Ms Roslina
said there has been little impact:
“We have not received any calls
to ask about it and nobody has
withdrawn their registration.”

The units range from 484 sq ft
to 1,064 sq ft, with completion ex-
pected in 2015. They cost between
RM850 (S$340) psf and RM1,000
psf although homes overlooking
Legoland will command higher

prices. The smallest unit will cost
just under RM500,000.

Afiniti Residences is the first
property to be launched in the
Medini area and the first batch of
leasehold homes to be sold in
Iskandar. Previous launches have
involved freehold property.

This makes it hard to compare
Afiniti’s prices with past launch-
es, said Mr Chris Koh, director of
property consultancy Chris Inter-
national. “Teega, a (freehold) con-
dominium at Puteri Harbour, was
launched at about RM800 psf in
the last quarter of last year, and
that was freehold, so it would
seem cheaper,” he said.

“However... although it’s lease-
hold, because Medini is being tout-
ed as the next Orchard Road, it
would appeal to people who want
that kind of convenience.”

The entire Afiniti Medini site
spans 2ha and will feature Afiniti
Residences, a five-storey wellness
centre with health-related offer-

ings and services, a 310-unit ser-
viced apartment managed by The
Ascott, a four-storey corporate
training centre and some shops.

PIV and Malaysian developer
Eastern & Oriental are developing
Avira, an 85ha site in Medini with
a similar wellness theme.

Avira will feature wellness ser-
vices, landed houses, serviced
apartments, condominiums and
commercial space. The project
will be launched in the coming
months.

Afiniti Medini and Avira will
have a total gross development
value of RM3 billion.

Temasek and Khazanah’s part-
nership arose from a historic land
swop between Singapore and Ma-
laysia over the KTM railway land.

In Singapore, the two firms
formed joint venture M+S, which
is developing the mega projects
Marina One in Marina Bay and
Duo in Ophir-Rochor.

These developments have not
been launched for sale yet.

Separately, Temasek has tied
up with CapitaLand and Iskandar
Waterfront Holdings to develop a
$3.2 billion township in Iskandar’s
Danga Bay.
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CHILDREN
� 65 per cent started playing
with electronic devices such as
smartphones and tablets
before they turned three.
� 95 per cent used devices for
video and simulation games,
and half of them used them to
play educational games such
as spelling quizzes. Other uses
include surfing the Internet
and social networking.

PARENTS
� 30 per cent had rules on
how much “computer time”
their children could have. The
remaining 70 per cent gave
their children free rein to use
devices of any kind.
� 85 per cent felt their
children would benefit from
using such gadgets, as they
saw them becoming more
IT-savvy.

By JALELAH ABU BAKER

THE Ministry of Home Affairs has
convened a Committee of Inquiry
(COI) to look into the facts and
circumstances regarding how an
inmate died at Changi Women’s
Prison.

The COI will take into account
the findings of a coroner’s in-
quiry, which concluded on Mon-
day that gaps in the prison system
played a part in the death of Lian
Huizuan, 27.

The probe will be conducted
with a view to recommending im-
provements to systems and pro-
cesses, the Singapore Prison Ser-
vice said in a statement yesterday.

Lian died on March 2, 2011, due
to toxicity from drugs she was tak-
ing for depression, in the presence
of a chronic hepatitis C infection.

She had been treated with am-
itriptyline, chlorpromazine and
valproate prescribed by a psychia-
trist from the prison’s medical pro-
vider, Raffles Medical Group
(RMG).

The mother of two, who was
about a month away from complet-
ing her detention order for drug
abuse, died after complaining of
aching legs during a drill session.

She was seen climbing at an
unusually slow pace up the stairs
to her cell after the drill. When
prison staff tried to give her wa-
ter, she was unable to drink. A
nurse could hardly detect her
pulse. She was taken to Changi
General Hospital, where she was
pronounced dead.

State coroner Janet Wang said
on Monday that the prison’s doc-
tor and psychiatrist at the time,
both from RMG, should have been
mindful of the victim’s pre-exist-
ing medical conditions and the ef-
fects of medicines prescribed.

Previously, the court heard
that RMG nurses failed to meet
requirements set by Changi Wom-
en’s Prison to record all dispensa-
tion of medication into the jail’s
prescription chart.

Coroner Wang also noted that
the inmates were overseen by a

“markedly small” number of medi-
cal staff over “markedly short peri-
ods of time”. For example, the
psychiatrist visited patients once
a week, and for about four min-
utes on average each time.

She added that there was no
review done on whether Lian was
fit for drills after she was hospital-
ised for a week in 2010.

The three members of the COI
have been appointed by Minister
of Home Affairs Teo Chee Hean.
They are Dr Benjamin Koh Khay
Wee, director of ComCare and so-
cial support from the Ministry of
Social and Family Development;
Colonel Tan Kan Whye from the
Singapore Armed Forces; and Ms
Seah Jiak Choo, a retired director-
general of education.

A spokesman for the Singapore
Prison Service said: “Prisons
views the matter seriously. We
will study the findings of the coro-
ner and consider all the recom-
mendations made.”
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Additional reporting by Maryam Mokhtar

By AMELIA TENG

CHILDREN using electronic
gadgets like smartphones at a
younger age are increasingly ex-
posed to certain social and health
risks that come with it.

Parents, however, do not fully
understand the negative effects of
using such devices. Many also do
not teach their children how to
use them properly.

These preliminary findings are
part of a new study led by Dr
Nirmala Karuppiah from the Na-
tional Institute of Education’s
(NIE) early childhood and special
education academic group.

The study is believed to be the
first that looks at how pre-school-
ers in Singapore use gadgets such
as computers, tablets and smart-
phones. Current research in this
area deals mostly with primary
school children and youth, said Dr
Karuppiah.

The study, which is funded by
the Health Promotion Board and
NIE, was presented yesterday at
the Redesigning Pedagogy Interna-
tional Conference. Organised by
NIE, the three-day biennial event,
which closes today, attracted
about 1,700 educators.

Researchers of the NIE study
visited the homes and schools of
60 children from five pre-schools
last year to observe their compu-
ter habits. There was an equal mix
of boys and girls, aged five and six
years old.

Their actions were captured on
video during observation sessions

in their homes and schools, with
each lasting about an hour.

Interviews with the children,
their parents and teachers were
also conducted.

The study found that 65 per
cent of the children started play-
ing with electronic devices before
they turned three.

Most of the children – 95 per
cent – played video and simula-
tion games on the devices. Half of
them said they used them to play
educational games such as spell-
ing quizzes. Other uses include
surfing the Internet and social net-
working.

Few parents, however, super-
vised their children in how they
used these devices.

Of the 60 parents interviewed,
only 30 per cent had rules on how
much “computer time” their chil-
dren were allowed. The remaining
gave their children free rein to use
devices of any kind.

“In the past, parents allowed
their children to use computers
only when they were older,” said
Dr Karuppiah. “Now, (the chil-
dren) are given all sorts of gadgets
at a younger age.”

Some 85 per cent of the parents
felt their children benefited from
using the gadgets, as they saw
them becoming more IT-savvy.

Many, however, were not
aware of the risks involved in the
misuse and excessive use of these
devices, said Dr Karuppiah.

She pointed out health risks
such as poor sitting postures and
children straining their eyes by

sitting in front of and staring at
electronic screens for too long.

There are also social and emo-
tional risks like gaming addiction
and cyber-bullying, which could
lead to serious consequences. Chil-
dren could pick up negative habits
like being violent, or face prob-
lems in socialising with peers.

“Some children tell us they
skip meals or eat faster so that
they can finish their game, and go
on to the next level,” she said.
“These problems worsen later on
in the primary schooling years,
but such habits may be formed
when they’re younger. So, we
need to trace back to see where
they first start.”

Dr Karuppiah hopes that the
study can spark further research
in this area, and its findings can
be used to develop preventive pro-
grammes for pre-schoolers.

“Computers, iPhones and
iPads are here to stay so we hope
to educate parents on the dangers
involved in the misuse and exces-
sive use of them,” she said.

The final findings of the study
will be made known this year.

Housewife Diane Wee, 38,
agreed with the study’s findings.
She used to allow her two-year-
old daughter Sarah, now five, to
play alphabet games and jigsaw
puzzles on her iPad. Within six
months, things got out of hand.

“She had no self-control and
threw tantrums when I took the
iPad away from her. So I stopped
letting her play with it at all.”

Added Ms Wee: “Parents who
are increasingly attached to their
devices will not see anything
wrong with their children using
them.”

ateng@sph.com.sg

Many using devices before the age of 3

Ms Diane Wee used to let her daughter Sarah (above) use her iPad, but
stopped when she started throwing tantrums. ST PHOTO: SEAH KWANG PENG

Floodwaters swept into
the picturesque east
German town of Grimma
on Monday, forcing about
2,500 people out of their
homes after river banks
burst. Grimma was just

one of several towns and
cities in central Europe
hit by floods, following
downpours in the last few

days which have affected
countries such as Austria
and the Czech Republic.

Yesterday, parts of

Prague were submerged
as the waters headed for
Germany, where about
10,000 people have
been evacuated.
PHOTO: ASSOCIATED PRESS
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An artist’s
impression of
Afiniti Medini,
which will feature
Afiniti Residences,
a five-storey
wellness centre
with health-related
offerings and
services, a
310-unit serviced
apartment, a
four-storey
corporate training
centre and some
shops.
All of the 147 units
at Afiniti
Residences will be
launched for sale
at a balloting
exercise on
Saturday.
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Few parents understand fully the
ill effects or offer guidance: Study

147 units at Afiniti Residences
in Iskandar launching on Saturday

ENGULFED BY RISING WATERS

Buzz over Temasek-Khazanah condo Kids ‘using gadgets
at earlier age being
exposed to risks’

COI to look into death of inmate
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