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At five years old, Timothy Hui has a
school schedule that rivals that of
his brother Isaiah in Primary 1.

He attends Nanyang Kindergar-
ten from 8am to 11.15am, and is
then whisked off in his mother’s
car to a second kindergarten.

Lessons at St James’ Church Kin-
dergarten start at 11.30am, so he
changes uniform during the
15-minute car ride.

He has lunch when he gets to St
James’, and attends lessons there
until 2.30pm.

While there are no national fig-
ures on the number of children
who go to two kindergartens, par-
ents and principals of preschools in-
terviewed say it is not unusual
these days for tots like Timothy to
attend two kindergartens a day.

Principals said parents are be-
coming more kiasu, a colloquialism
for “afraid to lose out”, and want
their children to be well prepped
for primary school.

Some parents say they do so be-
cause they want to expose their chil-
dren to different programmes and
keep them “meaningfully occu-
pied”.

In Timothy’s case, his father
Luke Hui, 40, a bank director, said
the personality of a friend’s child
had blossomed in St James’ so they
decided to let Timothy, then four
and already in Nanyang’s nursery
class, try out the lessons there.

He and his wife wanted to regis-
ter both their sons at St James’ but
there was no vacancy for Isaiah, so
Timothy started lessons first.

His mother, Madam Zou Xiao
Dong, 38, a housewife, said Timo-
thy used to be prone to throwing
tantrums, but he is now more bub-
bly and chatty, which she puts
down to St James’ methodology.

It uses project work, which incor-
porates inquiry, teamwork and pres-
entation skills, and encourages a
child to speak his mind.

She said she ensures he has
enough rest by putting him to bed
at 8.30pm, and that he has time to
play after school and 30 minutes of
homework.

Nanyang Kindergarten principal
Magdalene Ang estimated that a
third of her 500 kindergarten charg-
es attend two preschools.

Parents who enrol their children
in two places hope to have the best
of both worlds for their children –
Nanyang with its deep focus on
Mandarin, and a separate Eng-
lish-based kindergarten.

Ms Ang said it is a growing trend
she does not encourage, because it
could be stressful for the child, who
has to deal with the homework and
curriculum demands of two
schools.

Having a young preschooler
shuttle from school to school daily
can be unsettling, said Barker Road
Methodist Church Kindergarten
principal Leong Sau Ling. She said
the kindergarten used to have a
“substantial number” of pupils
who attended two centres.

Some would attend a Montesso-
ri preschool or Nanyang Kindergar-
ten in the morning and then her
school in the afternoon.

“Parents wanted the best of both
worlds – three hours of Montessori
classes or three hours of Chinese

classes at Nanyang, followed by our
bilingual programme,” she said.

The school has revamped its pro-
gramme to incorporate elements of
the Montessori approach and Chi-
nese enrichment programmes, and
today she is aware of just one pupil
in her current crop of 600 who at-
tends two preschools.

Mrs Audrey Wong, a tuition
teacher in her 30s, said her elder
son Wynston attended two kinder-
gartens for a spell last year, when
he was four.

He attended the MRC Learning
Centre in Downtown East in the
morning, then took the school bus
home for lunch at noon.

After lunch and some TV or play
time, he would attend the PCF Kin-
dergarten in his block in Punggol
for lessons from 2pm to 5pm.

Mrs Wong said: “He was very
bored at home after school. I give
tuition and have no time to look af-
ter him, so he would just play with
the maid, so I decided to send him
to a second school.”

She ended the arrangement this
year because she had signed him up
for enrichment lessons after school
each day.

She said she would send her
younger son, now nine months
old, to two kindergartens as well.

Mrs Wong is married to a manag-
er in his 30s.

Dr Christina Lim-Ratnam, sen-
ior lecturer at the National Institute
of Education, said parents should
give their children a break.

“Parents should ask themselves
if it’s really for the child’s well-be-
ing. If parents reinforce the lan-
guage at home, it’s not necessary to
attend two kindergartens.”

Mrs Jacqueline Chung, principal
of St James’ Church Kindergarten,
said that since most kindergartens
have a structured environment, six
hours of non-stop activities is a bit
much for a young child because
“children need down time”.

She has had parents ask her if
their children can attend both ses-
sions in her school, and she asks
them: “Whatever for? They will be
learning the same thing.”

Changi Bethany Kindergarten
principal Deborah Pay, who previ-
ously had pupils in her school
enrolled in two kindergartens, not-
ed that such children tended to be
less cooperative in class because of
physical or mental exhaustion.

One preschool, MFC Kindergar-
ten, asks parents at the point of reg-
istration whether they plan to regis-
ter their children concurrently in
another school.

Its group administrator, Mr
Samarakoon G., 51, said it may be
difficult for a child to adjust to two
different teaching methods.

He said the school usually coun-
sels parents against such a practice.
Those who refuse to accept the ad-
vice would be asked to take their
child out of MFC Kindergarten.

“But we haven’t had to do so,”
he said.

Parents who want to help their
children develop can do so by sim-
ply spending time with them, said
Dr Lim-Ratnam.

“Parents should love their chil-
dren, not simply educate them,”
she said.
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A locally made TV component that
costs less than $3 has triggered a
1.9-million euro (S$3 million) law-
suit between Dutch electronics gi-
ant Philips and its beleaguered sup-
plier Nutune Singapore.

Court papers obtained by The
Sunday Times from the High Court
showed that Philips is suing the
local company for providing defec-
tive TV frequency tuners that were
used in at least 12,300 television
sets it has made and sold in Europe
since 2010.

When the tuner fails, the TV set
cannot grab signals properly to

receive programmes.

Nutune sold nearly 469,000 tun-
ers to Philips between November
2009 and January last year. These
parts were shipped to Philips facto-
ries in Europe.

Philips said in its court docu-
ments filed on Oct 21 last year that
7,902 TV sets have failed because
the defective tuners had leaked or
cracked, and it has spent 1.2 mil-
lion euros fixing them.

It estimates that another 4,400
television units will fail and the re-
pair bill will be another 675,000 eu-
ros.

At the heart of the dispute is
this: Philips claimed the parts were

purchased under its terms stating
that the goods had to be of satisfac-
tory quality and free from defects,
but Nutune has pointed to its own
terms of sale which said it had to be
given a “reasonable time” to make
good defective parts.

Philips wants Nutune to pay for
the loss it suffered from repairing
the defective TV sets, but the local
company is fighting back.

Nutune did not deny the parts
were defective, but claimed it told
Philips about the defect in April
2010 so it could replace the defec-
tive parts.

But Philips rejected the offer and
continued production using sus-

pected defective tuners, Nutune
charged.

Responding, Philips said it had
continued using the suspected de-
fective tuners for one week at a “re-
duced production rate” because Nu-
tune was unable to provide “imme-
diate one-for-one replacements”.

It would have cost the company
more to completely halt produc-
tion than to rectify the TV sets
when they broke down, Philips
said. It did not spell out in its court
papers how many TV sets were
made and sold during that week
with suspected defective parts.

It said in court papers it is limit-
ing the claims to defective tuners

which it had not been told about
by Nutune.

Both Philips and Nutune de-
clined to comment on the case
when contacted by The Sunday
Times, but a Philips spokesman
said: “None of the TV sets that form
the subject matter of the legal pro-
ceedings in the High Court were
sold in Singapore.”

The case has been set for a pre-
trial conference in August.

The court case is the latest in a se-
ries of legal and financial woes be-
ing faced by Nutune.

In April, 34 former employees
took the company to the Industrial
Arbitration Court over retrench-

ment payments amounting to $1.8
million.

A check with the High Court
found that it is also facing law suits
from three companies amounting
to US$1.76 million (S$2.27 mil-
lion). Details were not given in the
writ.

The local company, which start-
ed out as a department within
Philips’ Singapore plant, was sold
as a financially distressed asset in
December 2010 to an American
firm that specialises in buying dis-
tressed firms and turning them
around.

The price of the sale? One euro
(S$1.60).
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Five-year-old Timothy Hui leaving Nanyang Kindergarten, where he attends lessons from 8am to 11.15am. His mother then drives him to St James’ Church
Kindergarten, where his lessons begin at 11.30am.

Some parents say this gives their
kids the best of both worlds

Philips sues S’pore firm over defective TV tuner

1 child,
2 schools
to attend

Timothy changes into his St James’ uniform during the 15-minute car ride from Nanyang Kindergarten.

Timothy observes a caterpillar kept outside his classroom at St James’ and examines a leaf with principal Jacqueline Chung (right) during a lesson outdoors.

Timothy in class at St James’. His mother says he used to be prone to throwing tantrums, but is now more bubbly and chatty. She credits it to St James’
methodology which uses project work, incorporating inquiry, teamwork and presentation skills, and encourages a child to speak his mind.
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