
What made you fall in
love with writing?
Good writing by other writers

made me fall in love with the

craft. I feel compelled to write

when I am inspired by the
works of others.

What is your favourite
genre of literature?
The short story! It has the best
form to express what I want to

talk about.

However, writing a short story

requires a lot of skill because of

its brevity.

We experience life in singular

episodes and events and I find

that the short story format

presents the plot to us in the

same way. I feel that poems are

too short a form for me.

The short story, however,

contains a lot of room for me to

craft it to its full potential as I

can develop characters, their

dilemmas and their outcomes.

Who was your favourite
childhood author?
Roald Dahl. One of my most

treasured memories is my
English teacher reading “The

Twits” to us. The story has two

very unlikeable characters

which are made likeable to the

reader by the way Dahl crafts
his story.

Believe it or not, I also

enjoyed reading the Nancy

Drew series by Carolyn Keene. I

used to photocopy the covers

of each book so that I would
remember which one I had

read. (Nancy Drew is a teen

amateur investigator who

spends her time solving

mysteries with the help of her

two best friends.
She is portrayed as
an intelligent,
athletic and
beautiful young
woman in the
series.)

Describe your
stories.
My short stories
reflect the reality of
Singapore through
their characters.
The characters that I create all

face a varying assortment of

trying circumstances and have

to make painful choices in their

lives. My plots are all

character-driven.

Describe the place you
love to write in.
My favourite place to write in is

the 11th floor of the National

Library. With its high ceiling and

great views of the city,

especially of the Marina Bay

Sands, it is a great
place to be
inspired to write.

What advice
do you have
for budding
writers?
Just pick up a pen
and write! Aspiring
writers should not
be daunted by the
challenge. Words
are the building

blocks of your story. Form your
first sentence. Eight sentences
will build a paragraph. Very
soon, your paragraphs will form
a story. Five hundred words will
not seem so difficult to
accomplish when you take it
one step at a time.

Write and win!
The Flash Fiction writing
Competition is jointly
organised by The National
Library Board and Singapore
Press Holdings, in
collaboration with the
National Arts Council, in
conjunction with Read!
Singapore 2012.

This competition is in
English only, comprising
three categories: Primary,
Secondary and Open.

Write a short story of not
more than 500 words and
submit your entries via
e-mail to davtan@
sph.com.sg or ccarmen@
sph.com.sg no later than
Oct 12.

You must choose one of
these lead-in sentences to
start your story:

◆ “Evening brought the
breeze, channelled by the
concrete blocks, blowing
across Singapore…” – From
First Loves, by Philip
Jeyaretnam
◆ I was walking across the
bridge...
◆ It’s been a long time
since...
◆ Today is my first day...
◆ It was all over the news
this morning!
◆ Along the way, I caught
glimpses of the railway
tracks...
◆ “Doors closing. Please
stand clear of the doors.”
◆ The time has come...

You stand to win attractive
prizes like an iPad 2 and
hundreds of dollars worth of
book vouchers if your story
impresses the judges. Go to
Readsingapore.sg for more
information.
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Recommended read
of the week:

Where’s Grandma?
By Edmund Lim W.K.

This story gives us an
insight into a family
coping with a sufferer
of Alzheimer’s disease
through the
relationship between
Luke and his
Grandma.

About the author:

Edmund Lim W.K. is an

educator who
has taught in
primary and
secondary
schools, as well
as the National
Institute of
Education. In
addition to
children’s
books, he has
written
academic
papers and

history-related books. He is

passionate about promoting

the love of reading in children.
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When Singaporean writer O Thiam Chin (below) needs inspiration, he heads to the National Library in
Victoria Street. The building, with its high ceilings and bird’s-eye view of Singapore’s sprawling

downtown, is just the thing the 34-year-old needs to come up with a good short story. The writer,
who has published four anthologies of short stories in just seven years, shares why he enjoys this

form of writing. By Debra Ann Francisco
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