
Straight from the heart

Mother’s dedication to teaching moved himWho: Mr Marcus Cheng Tai
Chew, 36
What: Teaches Primary 4
English, mathematics, science
and physical education at
Eunos Primary School
He says: I am blessed to have
been taught by many
inspirational teachers
throughout my journey of
learning from pre-school (then
known as pre-primary) to my
teacher training at the National
Institute of Education. I’m also
inspired by the fellow teachers
I now work with at Eunos
Primary School.

However, one of them stood
out – my form teacher in
Secondary 3 and 4 from
Catholic High School
(Secondary), Madam Leong.

Her calm demeanor was the
perfect remedy to my
classmates’ mischievousness
and rowdiness – she was able
to “tame” us. She was also
one of the reasons why a class
consisting of perceived
underachievers in the school

was able to do well not only in
our studies but also in life.

That said, my inspiration
and role model has to be my
mother.

She used to be a Chinese
tuition teacher. To help her
students who were not well off

and could not afford
assessment books, she would
manually write her own
worksheets for them.

Her dedication to teaching
as well as determination to
take care of the family
inspired me to take up

teaching as a career.
Seeing a child’s look when

he understands your
explanation of a tough maths
problem or science concept
never fails to make all those
hours I spend preparing for my
lessons worth it.

This year, 2,133 teachers completed their teaching diplomas at the National Institute of
Education. Nicholas Teo speaks to three of them, who say they were inspired by

teachers who made a difference in their lives in primary school
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F
or most of the year, teachers make
sure their pupils learn something in
class, get good grades and make
their parents proud.

On one day, however, it is the pupils’ turn
to fuss over the teachers. That day is
Teachers’ Day.

Miss Tan Lay Leng, an English teacher at
Tanjong Katong Primary, wrote in about her
experience with a pupil.

“He was an angry boy. His countenance
was harsh, his looks defensive. He would
even fling a chair at someone who accused
him of something he had not done. 

That year, on Teachers’ Day, he
approached me. He was looking very shy.
With his face still looking down, he
presented me a pink rose which he hid
behind his back. I wanted to cry. I found out

later that he had used his $1 lunch money to
buy the flower.”  

 Chelsey Lim, seven, a Primary 1 pupil
from Hong Wen School, submits two
Teachers’ Day cards (right), which she took
about half an hour to make. The cards are
for her English and Chinese teachers,
Madam Teo and Ms Yang.

Poh Ke Er, 11, a Primary 6 pupil from
Edgefield Primary School, dedicates a
message to his subject teachers.

“I want to thank the teachers who have
taught me: Madam Shai, Madam Zahira
and, last but not least, Mr Yeo. I believe that
teachers plant seeds of knowledge in pupils.
Without teachers, would you know what
English is? So, I want to wish all the
teachers in the world a happy Teachers’
Day! ”

Moulding young lives

Who: Ms Irene Ho Wai Leng, 39
What: Teaches English,
mathematics and science at
St. Hilda’s Primary School
She says: My primary school
teacher made a very positive
impact on me. When I was in
Fairfield Methodist Primary, I was
a reserved and quiet child.

She gave me opportunities,
such as selecting me to
represent the class in a
storytelling competition. This
inspired me to become someone
confident and outspoken enough
to go on stage.

During get-together sessions
with my ex-students, I learnt that
a few of them had joined
teaching. To know that I was
instrumental in their decision to
take up teaching was very
encouraging. They even kept the
encouragement cards that I gave
them.

If I could go back to my
primary school self, I would tell
her: “This teacher believes in
you, even though there was no
one as shy as you...” I hope that
I can do that for someone in the
future.
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Who: Mr Peter Koh Chye Beng,
55
What: Teaches mathematics
and social studies at New Town
Primary School
He says: My first school
teacher, Mr Wong, left the
deepest impression on me. He
was my form teacher and maths
teacher at Catholic High School
when I was in Primary 1 in
1964.

I admired Mr Wong’s tenacity
and patience to get us up to
mark. He had high expectations
of us, which drove us to try
harder and to surpass our own
“lower” expectations.

One of the things I do to spur
my pupils is the “five-minute
talk show” gag, where I give my
pupils some riddles. They must
ask me for clues in proper
spoken English. This
encourages them to open up
because they become very
interested in finding the
answers.

Now, I have more than
90 pupils’ lives to be
responsible for and care for, to
teach them academically and to
shape their character and
values. To me, every moment
with my pupils counts.

Mr Cheng with his pupils from Primary 4-2 during the recent
National Day celebrations.

If only Mr Cheng could
teach me. I need my
teachers to explain

something to me at least
10 times before I even

know what they are
talking about.

Quiet child gets confidence boost
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Mr Koh with his young
charges from Primary 3-2

just before he went for his
NIE training in 2010.

Every moment with his pupils is special
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