
By JALELAH ABU BAKER

THE Methodist Church in Singa-
pore has elected a new bishop.

Dr Wee Boon Hup, 61, was
elected during the Church’s 10th
general conference at the Method-
ist Centre in Barker Road yester-
day.

His appointment follows an an-
nouncement in April that the
Church’s former bishop of 12
years, Reverend Robert Solomon,
was stepping down after the maxi-
mum three terms.

Dr Wee was not available for
comment yesterday, but the
Church issued a statement that
said in response to his election,
the new bishop asked for support
and prayers.

He was elected bishop by 21
ministerial delegates and 21 lay
delegates at the Methodist Gener-
al Conference yesterday.

The general conference is held
once every four years.

Dr Wee is currently serving

his second term as the President
of the Trinity Annual Conference
(Trac). He has been president
since 2005.

The married father of two
grown children has been a Meth-
odist pastor for the past 28 years.

He was previously pastor of
Ang Mo Kio Methodist Church,
Wesley Methodist Church and
Pastor-in-Charge of Paya Lebar
Methodist Church.

He received his Doctor of Min-
istry from Fuller Theological Sem-
inary in Pasadena, United States,
in 2007.

Mr Henry Chan, a property
manager at the Wesley Methodist
Church who has briefly worked
with Dr Wee before, described
him as a good leader.

“He is our Trac president, and
he has been the president for
many years. It shows he is a good
one. He has shown good leader-
ship skills,” Mr Chan said.

The reverend takes over from
Dr Robert Solomon, 56.

Dr Solomon was one of the
youngest pastors, at age 44, to
have been elected bishop of the
nearly 40,000 Methodists here.

He was a medical doctor brief-
ly before quitting to pursue theo-
logical studies.

He was also one of the most
vocal church leaders on the Na-
tional Council of Churches of Sin-
gapore.

In 2006, he called for the mov-
ie, The Da Vinci Code, to be
banned because it questioned the
the divinity of Jesus Christ.

In response, he wrote a book –
Faith And Fiction: Fallacies Of
The Da Vinci Code And The Facts
Of Christianity. It was published
later that year by Armour Publish-
ing.
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By MATTHIAS CHEW
and STACEY CHIA

EXPERTS and parents think that
the new Primary School Leaving
Examination (PSLE) format for
English will be a better test of pu-
pils’ command of the language.

While they welcome the focus
on writing and speaking effective-
ly in English, some are worried
that children with a weak founda-
tion in English might struggle to
cope.

Pupils currently in Primary 3
will be the first to sit their PSLE
under the new format, to be intro-
duced in 2015.

For comprehension exercises,
pupils will have a wider range of
texts. They will also be be encour-
aged to be more creative in their
writing.

For example, they will be able
to write compositions in a variety
of styles, based loosely around a
topic and a set of pictures, rather
than in a particular style based on
a fixed scenario.

Mrs Lorna Whiston, who runs
several English language enrich-
ment centres, thinks this will be a
better way to gauge pupils’ abili-
ty, as they will no longer be able
to simply practise with past pa-
pers and memorise essays.

Mrs Whiston noted that many
Singaporean pupils currently trot
out the same set of cliches in their
writing. English language expert
Lubna Alsagoff thinks that the

new PSLE format might be “fair-
er” as it offers pupils more oppor-
tunities to show that they can use
English effectively.

“It allows children more op-
tions to write in various styles. I
don’t think it’s more difficult, be-
cause it still encompasses the op-
tion of writing similar types of
compositions as in the current
PSLE,” said Associate Professor
Alsagoff, from the National Insti-
tute of Education.

Parents interviewed by The
Straits Times welcome the new
syllabus’ emphasis on communica-
tion skills.

Housewife Sajini Apok, 38, said
it will give her daughter, currently
in Primary 1 at Raffles Girls’ Pri-
mary, “a competitive edge”.

But some parents are worried
about preparing their children for
the new PSLE format.

Computer repairman Joseph
Seah, 43, said his son, who cur-
rently gets borderline pass grades
for English, will have to work
even harder.

“If they don’t have the founda-
tion, and if they are pushed, they
will be at a loss,” he said. As he
cannot afford tuition for his son,
who is in Primary 3 at MacPher-
son Primary, he hopes the school
will build his son’s English founda-
tion.

Business owner Nancy Wong,
35, whose son is also in Primary 3,
said parents who are used to giv-
ing their children assessment
books may not know how to help
their children do well. She said:
“Being Singaporeans, not know-
ing is quite scary.”

But the changes may not lead
to children who are weaker in Eng-
lish being disadvantaged.

Former primary school English
teacher Nadya Shaznay said that
parents “need not feel intimidated
by these positive changes”, as
they can prepare their children by
having them learn English
through real-world examples.

Said the doctoral student: “Par-
ents should encourage their
children to respond to any
authentic ‘stimulus’, like adver-
tisements, posters, websites and
pictures.”

Mrs Wai Yin Pryke, who is the
principal of the Ministry of Educa-
tion’s English Language Institute
of Singapore, said that schools
will adequately prepare pupils for
the new exam.

Mrs Pryke cited the experience

of lower primary pupils at Saint
Andrew’s Junior School, where
she was a principal before. When
the school piloted the new English
curriculum in 2006, using story-
telling and role play to improve

speaking and writing skills, pupils
“spoke more confidently, regard-
less of home language back-
grounds”.

She added: “This is not an over-
night development – rather, it has

been a gradual process of skill
building so that our students will
be well prepared when the revised
assessment kicks in.”
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By MELISSA PANG

NECK pain is a growing problem
among tech-savvy Singaporeans
who bend forward to use a smart-
phone or a tablet, or both.

Insurance agent Desmond Seah
spends many hours in front of the
computer and uses both his
iPhone and iPad frequently.

As a result, the 39-year-old suf-
fers from pain and stiffness in his
neck, with the symptoms spread-
ing to his hands.

With handheld devices grow-
ing in popularity here in the past
five years, so has the number of
tech-savvy patients, said Ms Goh
Ming Rong, principal physiothera-
pist at Changi General Hospital
(CGH).

Users of such gadgets now
form about 30 per cent of patients
using computer devices, she said.

A global survey conducted this
year found that 74 per cent of In-
ternet users in Singapore own a
smartphone and about 30 per cent
own a tablet.

One common problem among
iPad users is that they place the
device on their laps. But the ergo-
nomic thing to do is to place it

higher, on a table or desk.
Said Ms Goh: “The more the

neck bends, the harder the mus-
cles have to work.”

To better understand the pro-
file of those suffering from neck
pain and how to treat them, a
group of physiotherapists at CGH
studied 95 patients at its physio-
therapy outpatient clinic between
January and September last year.

The study revealed that the ma-
jority of patients suffering neck
pain were aged between 35 and
65. Most were either involved in
jobs that required staying in fixed
positions for long periods of time
or did work that required pro-
longed repetitive manual tasks.

The therapists also identified
slouched sitting positions as a pos-
sible cause of neck pain. But using
treatment that combines manual
therapy, exercise and education,
most patients felt little or no pain
after about four sessions.

To educate more people on
how to prevent neck and arm
pains, CGH is holding a forum on
Sept 15. It costs $5 to attend the
session. To register, e-mail
public_forum@cgh.com.sg.

melpang@sph.com.sg

Dr Wee Boon Hup (left), who has been a pastor for 28 years, has been elected
to be the new bishop of the Methodist Church in Singapore. He will take over
from Dr Robert Solomon (right) who has served the maximum three terms.

By KEZIA TOH

PRIMARY 6 pupil Liu Xin speaks
English confidently and is able to
debate passionately on anything
from animal rights to the impor-
tance of family.

Much of this has to do with
how English is taught in her
school, Woodlands Primary.

Lessons are interactive and
role play is part of it. For example,
in one class, the Singapore perma-
nent resident played the role of a
reporter who attended a press con-
ference held by Changi Airport of-
ficials, played by her classmates.

The mock event was called to
discuss how the airport had killed
white-bellied sea eagles that were
disrupting flights.

Xin, 11, and her classmates had
to play different roles, argue their
case and field questions.

“We learnt to speak with more
confidence, and how to put some
power into our words,” she said.

“We react quickly to what oth-
ers say and build on it, to argue in
a polite manner,” classmate Eu-
gene Lee, 12, added. Before the de-
bates, English teacher Anthony
Tan would have spent three to
four classes teaching the pupils
how to develop their ideas.

Woodlands Primary, which is

in the north, is one of 30 pilot
schools in the Stellar programme.

Stellar stands for Strategies for
English Language Learning and
Reading. It was designed to teach
pupils to express themselves clear-
ly and with confidence in English.

Woodlands Primary has been
in the Stellar scheme since 2006.

The school calibrates its Eng-
lish lessons according to the abili-
ty of its children. Xin and Eugene
belong to a high-ability class.

Pupils of mid-ability in a Prima-
ry 5 class, meanwhile, read a text
and discuss alternative meanings
of difficult words. Those classi-
fied as “foundation” level in a Pri-
mary 5 class read the text aloud,
then silently, then read through
the questions aloud. The teacher
then guides them through the text
to find the answers.

About 60 per cent of pupils
from the school are from non-Eng-
lish-speaking families. They now
speak more confidently and are
more willing to speak up, said Ms
Ang Hui Lee, the school’s head of
department for English.

Stellar has also built their so-
cial skills, she said. “They learn to
respect each other’s opinions,
withhold judgment and learn
more about each other.”

keziatoh@sph.com.sg

What pupils can expect from 2015

PSLE FOR ENGLISH
Pupils sit four papers. Paper 1
is a test of writing skills,
while Paper 2 is for language
use and comprehension. Papers
3 and 4 are listening
comprehension and oral
communication respectively.

The changes will build
pupils’ confidence and
creativity in speech and
writing.

WHAT’S NEW

Visual text comprehension
This component in Paper 2
will be in the form of multiple
choice questions. For example,
pupils may answer questions
based on a poster.

WHAT WILL CHANGE

Continuous writing
L Now: Pupils pick from two
questions with fixed scenarios
to write a narrative essay.
L 2015: Pupils can weave
a story from pictures. For
example, a pupil may get a
series of three pictures. He or
she can weave a story around
all three pictures or just one.

Open-ended comprehension
L Now: Questions require
answers to be given in a line
or two.
L 2015: Questions will be more
varied and could include, for
example, tables which pupils
must fill in using information
from the passage.

Listening comprehension
L 2015: Questions will use
more graphics compared to the
existing paper. Some of these
are already in use.

Oral communication
L Now: Pupils discuss what is
happening in the picture and
move on to a conversation.
L 2015: Pupils will give their
personal response to a visual
image linked thematically to a
reading passage.

FOUNDATION ENGLISH
LANGUAGE EXAMINATION
(FOR WEAKER PUPILS)
Continuous writing
L Now: Pupils get a series of
three pictures, with helping
words given for two pictures.

L 2015: Pupils will get a fourth
frame featuring a question
mark, with helping words for
each of the three pictures to
help them sequence their story
and give their own endings to
their stories.

Open-ended comprehension
L Now: Questions require
answers to be given in a line
or two.
L 2015: More varied questions
using graphic organisers,
pictures and multiple choice.

Listening comprehension
L 2015: Questions will use
more graphics compared to the
existing paper.

The presentation of some of
the questions will be changed.

There will be a task similar
to note-taking, except that the
answers are in the form of
multiple choice options that
pupils can select.

Oral communication
L 2015: Pupils will give their
personal response to a visual
image linked thematically to a
reading passage.

Interactive lessons in
class with role play

Teacher Anthony Tan conducting an English lesson with a class of Primary 6 pupils at Woodlands Primary School last week. Before the debates take place, Mr Tan
would have spent three to four classes teaching the pupils how to develop their ideas. ST PHOTO: DESMOND FOO

MORE OPTIONS

It allows children more
options to write in various
styles. I don’t think it’s
more difficult, because it
still encompasses the
option of writing similar
types of compositions as in
the current PSLE.
– Prof Lubna Alsagoff, from the
National Institute of Education
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