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T HESE days, with heightened concerns about how attached
children are to their electronic gadgets, Mrs Rosvinder Sid-
hu believes that teachers and parents should tap on tech-

nology to enhance the learning experience.
The Eunos Primary School teacher practises what she preach-

es by adopting information and communications technology
(ICT) in her English lessons with her Primary 6 students. One of
the ICT tools she uses is Screenr, a web tool that allows students
to record their reading and discussions and even assess the work
of others.

Mrs Sidhu told tabla!: “These days students own iPads and
iPhones at such a young age and many parents use these to
teach their children. When I ask students what they do when
they go home, many say they go onto the Internet. They are
very IT savvy.” And it was because of this that she started to
incorporate ICT tools in her lessons.

And for her fresh take on teaching as well as her adoption of
Screenr, she was awarded the Inspiring Teacher of English
Award on Oct 16, jointly presented by the Speak Good English
Movement and The Straits Times, and supported by the Minis-
try of Education. The award, now into its fifth year, recognises
teachers for their innovative efforts to engage and inspire their
students. Mrs Sidhu is one of the nine winners this year.

Nominations were made by students, parents, peers and en-
dorsed by the respective principals. The winners received a tro-
phy, a certificate and a cash award from Senior Minister of
State, Ministry of Education and Ministry of Information, Com-
munications and the Arts Lawrence Wong.

“I’m very honoured by the award. It motivates me to do bet-
ter in the profession,” said Mrs Sidhu, 29, whose late father was
a teacher himself for almost 30 years. And it was after listening
to her father’s anecdotes about his students that she decided on
becoming a teacher.

She started as a relief teacher after her A levels and discov-
ered that she liked the job. So she went on to further her studies
at the National Institute of Education (NIE) before pursuing her
masters. This year marks her fifth year at Eunos Primary School
and Mrs Sidhu has not once looked back with regret.

“To see your students grow and develop, it is a great feeling.
Primary school students are very energetic and they absorb
things like sponges,” she said and added that everyday is a new
experience for her.

“No two days are the same for a teacher. My students are
very eager and the enthusiasm rubs off on me. I feel younger
when I’m around them. Of course, it does get stressful at times,”
she said. Of course there are other perks such as overseas excur-
sions with her students to places as far as Melbourne, Australia
and also the United Kingdom.

With 81 students under her care, Mrs Sidhu laughed when
asked if her students see her as a strict teacher. She quipped:
“Of course, I am.”

Turning serious, she said: “I believe in building rapport with
the students and making them understand that there are conse-
quences for any action they take.”

And when she is not in the classroom, Mrs Sidhu is in her
kitchen baking and cooking. She is known among her peers for
her dinner parties: “My colleagues know that when they are in-
vited to my house, they better come with an empty stomach.”
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