
J
ust as school starts to
wind down in the last
quarter, Madam Tutek
Alauyah Amir’s work

picks up speed.
Her mind has skipped ahead

to new pupils entering
Tampines Primary School next
year – specifically the ones
with special needs like
dyslexia, autism or attention
deficit hyperactivity disorder –
that she is gearing up to help.

For her dedication, the
56-year-old, an allied educator
for learning and behavioural
support at the school, won the
Leading Foundation Teacher
Award (LFTA) last year.

The award which was first
given out in 2014, specifically
recognises early childhood and
special needs education
teachers who have made a
difference to their pupils.

There are about 400 allied
educators across primary and
secondary schools here, since
they were introduced under the
system 10 years ago in 2005.

A LATE BLOOMER
Calling herself a “late bloomer”,
Madam Tutek saw herself as
an example to her pupils.

Sheepishly recalling how, as
a student, she got into trouble
by not doing the things her
teachers asked her to and for
not paying attention in class,
she only realised “late in life”
that she had excess energy
that could be put to good use
in a positive way.

“I was like them when I was
a student. I had challenges
learning, so I share with (the
pupils) how I overcame them
and try to inspire them – if I can
do it, (they) can do it,” she said.

Putting in place a support
system in the school for a
child with special needs is
paramount, she stressed.

“It’s going to be traumatic
for the child, suddenly coming
from a kindergarten classroom
of maybe 10, 15 peers, to a
very big school. Everything
seems so big, unfamiliar, even
the number of peers,” she said.

To prepare her colleagues,
she works closely with the
pupils’ form teachers,
discussing the strategies to
take, which are then “refined
and tweaked as we go along”.

In the second term, the
teachers will also appoint
fellow classmates as buddies
for the pupils.

Principal Veronica Tay said
Madam Tutek is “creative and

resourceful” and “creates (a)
supportive climate that inspires
her colleagues to excel”.

The result?
Tampines Primary is now a

place where pupils with
special needs are
recognised, integrated and
cared for.

The LFTA is
organised by the
National Institute of
Education, funded
by The Leading
Foundation,
established by
the former head
of civil service,
Mr Lim Siong

Guan, and administered by the
Community Foundation of
Singapore.

This year’s winners will be
unveiled later this month.

Her top priority
– special pupils
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The school year may be winding down but for
this teacher, it is her busiest time as she
readies to welcome students with special needs
in the new year. Nur Syahiidah Zainal reports
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Madam Tutek’s dedication to pupils with special needs has won her the Leading Foundation Teacher Award (LFTA) last year.
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