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The Straits Times continues to be
the most read daily newspaper in
Singapore, with a readership of
1.23 million across both its print
and digital platforms.

It reaches out to about 29 per cent
of the population aged 15 and older,
the annual Nielsen 2016 Media In-
dex Report revealed yesterday.

Despite a falling print readership
for Singapore Press Holdings’
(SPH) flagship English paper, its
online offering made gains in audi-
ence figures.

The report polled about 4,660 re-
spondents between July last year
and this July, through face-to-face
interviews. It found that the print
edition of ST had a reach of 22 per
cent, slipping from 23.8 per cent in
the previous year’s study. But the
online audience grew from a reach
of 9.52 per cent to 10.4 per cent. On
the whole, the combined reach
dipped by 1 percentage point from
30 per cent.

ST editor Warren Fernandez
said that the report reflects the
ever-changing landscape of how
news is consumed across plat-
forms, adding that readers “want
news, views, updates and videos as
and when they want it”.

Mr Fernandez, who is also
editor-in-chief of SPH’s English/
Malay/Tamil Media group, added:
“We have transformed the news-
room to meet this changing pat-
tern in how people consume news
and share information. Readers
are engaging with our content and
journalists throughout the day,
and in more ways than ever before.

“We are happy to stay connected
with them and are constantly look-
ing for new ways to do so.”

In terms of reader demographic,

ST is primarily consumed by higher-
income groups, with three-quarters
(74.7per cent) of itsreaders register-
ing a monthly household income of
$5,000 and above. Close to half, or
48.1 per cent, of its readers were pro-
fessionals, managers, executives
and businessmen (PMEBs), the
Nielsen report showed.

The Business Times, another
SPH product, improved its print
and digital audience, increasing in
readership from 61,000 to 90,000.

PMEBs formed the majority of
BT’s readers at 71.1 per cent. About
87.8 per cent of its readers have a
monthly household income in ex-
cess of $5,000.

SPH’s The New Paper yielded an
average daily readership of 6.4 per
cent, but it is the local paper with
the highest proportion of young
readers, with a quarter (25.8 per
cent) of them aged 15 to 29.

The daily tabloid will merge with
freesheet My Paper to form a re-
vamped TNP which will be distrib-
uted free from Dec 1. The new
product will have a circulation of
up to 300,000 and will be a Mon-
day to Saturday product. It will also
be available online.

Today, a freesheet produced by
Mediacorp, registered an average
daily readership of 12.9 per cent,
improving from 12.6 per cent.

SPH’s Lianhe Zaobao was
Singapore’s top Chinese-language
paper, drawing 14.1 per cent among
the Chinese audience. Evening pa-
pers Shin Min Daily News had a dai-
ly readership of 10.6 per cent
among the Chinese, while Lianhe
Wanbao reached 8.2 per cent.

Malay daily Berita Harian and
Tamil paper Tamil Murasu respec-
tively accounted for 3.7 per cent
and 1.4 per cent of the readership.
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Given the rapid pace at which work-
ers need to update skills now, many
in the training and adult education
sector are hoping that the new plan
to upgrade the sector will help
them to be better in-tune with the
needs of a changing economy.

Adjunct adult educator William
Thien, who offers training pro-
grammes, including in human re-
source, said the Training and Adult
Education Sector Transformation
Plan is timely as workers now
“need to unlearn, learn and relearn
very quickly”.

“The change in the adult learning
scene has intensified in recent years

as more mid-career professionals,
managers and executives have been
displaced and are in search of new
careers, only to find that old jobs are
no longer available and new jobs re-
quire new skills,” he said. “There is
definitely more demand for emerg-
ing skills and those needed for sec-
tors with job openings.”

Under the plan, training provid-
ers will be able to access up-to-date
information about in-demand
skills or emerging ones.

Also, a greater emphasis will be
placed on blended learning, which
may involve online lectures as well
as discussions in class. By 2020,
three in four full Singapore Work-
force Skills Qualifications (WSQ)
courses will be delivered through

blended learning. Adjunct adult ed-
ucator Parveen Sandhu, 51, said
such developments will help educa-
tors to sharpen their expertise and
explore novel ways of teaching.

NTUC LearningHub’s chief exec-
utive officer Kwek Kok Kwong said
the plan is crucial in a time where
“technology disruptions and busi-
ness models change more rapidly
than before”.

“One of the key stresses in this
era is the pace at which economies
are changing,” Mr Kwek said.
“Many training providers, includ-
ing ourselves, find it hard to keep
abreast with the future skills need-
ed by emerging sectors.

“With this initiative, training pro-
viders would be updated upstream

on what is coming up, so that they
can start preparing training pro-
grammes that are relevant not only
for the present economy but also
for the future economy.”

In his speech yesterday, Educa-
tion Minister (Higher Education
and Skills) Ong Ye Kung commend-
ed adjunct adult educator Jessline
Yap, who has been pursuing profes-
sional development courses to
keep abreast of the skills needs in
emerging areas and inspires others
to do the same.

Ms Yap, 36, said: “Even as an edu-
cator, there is still a constant need
to learn, so that I can better teach
others.”
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What if there’s a way for the soil
itself to release water to help plants
during prolonged periods of
drought?

A new water-saving substance
may just be the answer.

Gardeners spray a solution on the
soil and when rainfall is scarce, a
substance in the solution releases
water molecules back into the soil.

The substance was developed by
a team of scientists from the Nan-
yang Technological University
(NTU) in conjunction with the Na-
tional Parks Board (NParks), which
manages over 300 parks here.

NParks said it will be using the
special substance to help plants bet-
ter absorb water with climate pat-
terns changing and longer periods
of intense drought.

“Developing a water retention for-
mula will enable better utilisation

of scarce water resources, especial-
ly during periods of drought,” said
Dr Genevieve Ow, senior research-
er at the NParks’ Centre for Urban
Greenery and Ecology.

During the dry spell from Jan 13 to
Feb 8, 2014, for instance, rain was
absent for 27 consecutive days.
That caused symptoms of water
stress such as browning and shed-
ding of leaves in grass, trees and
shrubs, she said.

The formula will be applied after
putting it through the required
tests, which will “provide a better
gauge of water saved, and monitor
the progress to improve our water
conservation efforts”, said Dr Ow.

In the event of a prolonged dry
spell or a national water crisis, only
young saplings and heritage trees
are watered, sparingly. Non-pota-
ble water is used but the agency
hopes that the formula will help to
save even more of the precious re-
source.

As dead plant matter accumu-
lates on soil surfaces, it makes it
harder for water to be absorbed effi-
ciently and water molecules could
simply run off the surface of slopes
leading to water wastage as a result,
said Associate Professor Lam Yeng
Ming from NTU’s School of Materi-
als Science and Engineering.

“What’s exciting about this tech-
nology is that it helps water to be ab-
sorbed into the soil with little or no
surface run-off,” said Prof Lam.

“On top of this, the design of the
materials used in the formulation is
such that excess water can be
retained and then subsequently
released when the soil becomes
dry.”

Prof Lam said the substance has
since been tested and found to be en-
vironmentally safe and can be used

on a variety of horticulture plants.
Currently undergoing its final

stage of testing, the technology
could be ready as soon as the first
quarter of next year.

So far, it has been tested on
50,000 plants across 15 to 20 plant
species – including the ixora, ipo-
moea and hibiscus from NParks – at
the greenhouse at the National Insti-
tute of Education, said Assistant
Professor Chen Zhong from NIE’s
natural sciences and science educa-
tion department.

Those grown in the treated soil
were shown to use at least 50 per
cent less water compared to those
without. Because of its ability to re-
tain water, plants that had their soil
treated also looked healthier.

Prof Lam said that the team has
plans to commercialise the technol-
ogy and hopes that it can one day be
used in agriculture.

“The agriculture industry has
been hard hit by global warming
which has decimated many crops’
yield over the past years,” she added.
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Left: (From far left) Dr Goh Chin Foo,
deputy director of NTU’s School of
Materials Science and Engineering,
Prof Lam and Prof Chen were among
the scientists who worked with
NParks to develop the formula that
can help plants better absorb and
retain water.
Above: The control balsam plant on
normal soil (left), next to another
balsam plant using soil with the new
formula. ST PHOTOS: ONG WEE JIN
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NTU and NParks develop substance that, when sprayed
on soil, will release water molecules during scarce rainfall

Staying in tune with changing economy’s needs

The Straits Times
is most read daily
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Dry spell? Get soil to
release water to plants
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