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Singapore has topped the Asia-Pa-
cific region in the International Bac-
calaureate (IB) diploma exams for
the seventh year in a row.

And, globally, it has produced
more than half of the students with
perfect scores in the exams.

Fifty-seven students here scored
the maximum of 45 points in the ex-
ams last November, out of 94 top
scorers, said the Swiss-based IB Or-
ganisation, which conducts the ex-
ams, in a media release.

This is an increase in the number
of perfect scorers at end-2015, when
48 students from a cohort of about
1,600 here achieved the full score
out of 81 students worldwide.

In percentage terms, Singapore
had 59 per cent of the top scorers in
2015 and 61 per cent last year. The is-
land has consistently had the high-
est number of top scorers since 2012.

In the November exam last year,
97.32 per cent of the 1,849 students
here who took the exam passed,
compared with the global rate of
70 per cent. This is a slight drop
from last year’s figure of 98 per cent.

The average score of students
here was also higher than the global
average: 38.27 points against
29.21 points respectively.

Worldwide, more than 14,070 stu-
dents took the exam last year.

Twenty-two institutions here of-
fer the IB diploma. Anglo-Chinese
School (Independent) and
St Joseph’s Institution (SJI) are
among the schools that will release
the results to their students today.

The programme conducts two
rounds of exams each year – in May
and November. Many Singapore
students take it in the latter half of
the year but students in the interna-
tional schools take the earlier one.

The IB programme was first start-
ed in 1968 in Geneva, and is now of-
fered by 4,580 schools in more than
150 countries and territories.

IB students take six subjects and
Theory of Knowledge, a course that
combines philosophy, religion and
logical reasoning. They also study a
second language, do research, write
a 4,000-word essay and take part in
a community-service project.

Associate Professor Jason Tan, an
education policy expert at the Na-
tional Institute of Education, told
The Straits Times that one reason lo-
cal students have done consistently
well in the IB may be that it is still
an opt-in scheme in many local
schools which admit students who
are academically stronger.

For example, students at the Sin-
gapore Sports School can choose to
enrol in the IB programme after sec-
ondary school or take up other op-
tions, like a diploma offered in col-
laboration with a polytechnic.

Those who wish to enter the inte-
grated programme leading to the
IB programme at SJI have to meet a
higher minimum score at the Prima-
ry School Leaving Examination
than those going for the O levels.

Prof Tan said: “This selective-
ness could be one of the reasons
that account for the success of our
students.”
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A photo of an unnamed man posted
on Facebook by Prime Minister Lee
Hsien Loong yesterday morning
has triggered an outpouring of ap-
preciation for foreign workers.

M r L e e u p l o a d e d a
black-and-white photo of a man sit-
ting alone under a tree at Changi
Beach Park, which he had taken
over the New Year weekend.

In his post, Mr Lee said the man
looked like a foreign worker calling
home on his cellphone, and urged
people to appreciate the contribu-
tions of migrant labourers here.

These include building housing
and transport infrastructure, as well
as caring for the young and elderly.

“As we enjoy the festive days with
friends and family, let us spare a
thought for the foreign workers
who have left their families behind
to work in a distant land,” he wrote.

He added: “They slog and save to
support loved ones, but at least
with the Internet and cellphones
they can keep in touch, and feel not
quite so far away.”

Mr Lee has spoken several times
about appreciating foreign workers
and their contributions.

His post prompted hundreds of
comments from Singaporeans and
foreign workers. Ms Nyo Nyo Lwin,
a nurse from Myanmar working at
the Ren Ci Hospital, said: “Thank
you so much Mr PM for your kind

thought for foreign workers. I have
been working here for 10 years.”

Student Selina Xu wrote: “I’m re-
ally glad you called attention to a
group of people often ignored or
unseen by our society – our mi-
grant workers are the ones who
toil tirelessly to build Singapore’s
landscape. But sometimes their
plight and voices go unheard and
the true extent of their contribu-
tions to our sprawling metropolis
becomes underappreciated.”

But Indonesian maid Safira Hon-
ney said some employers still do
not allow their workers to commu-
nicate with their families, even dur-
ing festive holidays like Hari Raya
Aidilfitri, Christmas and New
Year’s Day. She wrote: “They think
the worker won’t have time for the
family of the boss. This is sad.”

By yesterday evening, Mr Lee’s
post had more than 26,000 likes,
2,100 shares and 700 comments.
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PM Lee had
uploaded a
black-and-white
photo of a man
sitting alone
under a tree at
Changi Beach
Park, which he
had taken over
the New Year
weekend. In his
post, he said the
man looked like
a foreign worker
calling home on
his cellphone
and urged
Singaporeans to
appreciate the
contributions of
migrant workers.
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It’s No. 1 for seventh successive year; out of 94 top scorers
globally, 57 students here score the maximum of 45 points

Singapore tops
Asia-Pac region
in IB exams again
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