
Job seekers  looking for  intern-
ships  and  opportunities  in  the  
maritime industry can turn to a 
new website launched yesterday.

Those interested can register 
for a  free account  on the  site,  
dubbed the Maritime Singapore 
Connect,  and  upload  their  re-
sumes. Maritime companies can 
contact  interested  candidates  
via the site whenever a suitable 
role becomes available.

The site,  set  up by the Mar-
itime Singapore Connect Office, 
an initiative by the Maritime and 
Port Authority of Singapore, also 
features  videos  and  stories  of  
people in the industry, highlight-
ing the range of career options 
available.

More  than  160  tertiary  stu-
dents were given an overview of 
the website at the fourth Singa-
pore Maritime Dialogue, hosted 
by Dr Lam Pin Min, Senior Minis-
ter  of  State  for  Transport  and  
Health, yesterday. It was held at 
the auditorium of the PSA Build-
ing in Alexandra Road.

“Taking a job within the mar-
itime sector may conjure images 
of  working under  the sun in a  
tough and greasy environment. 
This is quite far from the truth,” 
Dr Lam said. 

“Many  functions  in  the  port  
are  becoming  more  advanced,  
more automated. For example, a 
crane operator can now manage 
more cranes in the comfort of an 
air-conditioned room.”

He said that the wave of digital-
isation and transformation will  
go beyond jobs in the port. 

The industry “will need many 
data scientists, robotics experts 
and cyber security specialists to 
complement the slew of excit-
ing  careers  in  chartering,  
ship-broking, maritime law and 
arbitration,  and  marine  insur-
ance”, he said.

During the event, Dr Lam, to-
gether with industry players and 
students, also discussed how the 
public and private sectors could 
overcome  challenges  faced  by  
the industry.

Singapore was named the top 
maritime capital of the world for 
the third consecutive time in the 
Menon Report released in April. 

The study by Norwegian con-
sultancy firm Menon Economics 
surveyed more than 250 indus-
try experts globally. 

The Port of Singapore was also 
recently named the best seaport 
in Asia for the 29th time, at the 
2017 Asia Freight, Logistics and 
Supply Chain Awards.

mellinjm@sph.com.sg

Senior Parliamentary Secretary for Education Faishal Ibrahim interacting with student artists at the opening of the Singapore Youth Festival (SYF) Art Exhibition yesterday. More than 200 student works, 
themed on the concept of Artist and Space, are on display at the exhibition at *Scape The Ground Theatre until July 16. The exhibition closes this year’s SYF celebrations, which saw about 3,800 students 
from 173 schools take part in creative arts events. PHOTO: ARIFFIN JAMAR
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Mathematics teacher Farah Haider 
Alsagoff knew she had to give her 
pupils a strong foundation in the 
subject when she witnessed how a 
pupil  thought  he  did  not  have  
enough money to buy a drink that 
cost 50 cents when he had a $1 coin.

The  35-year-old  created  an  in-
ter-class maths competition called 
Math Wars, with the support of her 
department  at  Chongzheng  Pri-
mary School,  to  get  pupils  inter-
ested in the subject.

There  were  multiple  rounds  in  
the  competition  where  pupils  
would work in  groups  to  answer  
questions.  “The  competition  is  
meant to be engaging, exciting and 
collaborative,” said Madam Farah.

Along with five other teachers,  
she was awarded the Outstanding 
Youth in Education Award (OYEA) 
by  the  Ministry  of  Education  
(MOE), at the first of three National 
Institute of Education Teachers’ In-
vestiture Ceremonies yesterday.

The  OYEA  is  a  national  award  
that recognises young teachers for 

their dedication and active involve-
ment in youth development.

This  year,  3,816  nominations  
from members  of  the public  and 
schools  were  submitted  for  962  
teachers from 237 schools. Educa-
tion  Minister  (Schools)  Ng  Chee  
Meng presented the award to the 
six recipients. Speaking at the cere-
mony  at  Nanyang  Technological  
University’s Nanyang Auditorium, 
he stressed the importance of teach-
ers having to impart skills that go be-
yond the subjects that they teach.

“You are key, no matter what you 
teach, to creating an environment 
that  would  encourage  your  stu-
dents to take risks, so that they can 
be nimble and resilient,” said Mr 
Ng, who is also the Second Minister 
for Transport. 

The three ceremonies will also see 
1,081 new and returning  teachers 
graduate as full-fledged teachers.

Mr Aaron Lim, 25, who graduated 
as the valedictorian of his cohort 
with a Bachelor of Science (Educa-
tion), said he knew he wanted to be 
a teacher since he was in secondary 
school. He was inspired by his biol-
ogy teacher, Ms Chen Li Yan, at St 
Patrick’s School. As biology was not 
his  strongest  subject,  he  tried  to  
avoid it, but Ms Chen took the time 
to talk to him and motivate him. He 
eventually scored a distinction in 
the subject at the O levels.

“I hope to make a positive impact 
on  my  students’  lives  and  shape  
them to become better citizens of 
the world,” said Mr Lim, who will 
head to Imperial College London to 
pursue his master’s degree under 
an MOE postgraduate sponsorship.

liyinyap@sph.com.sg 

The site, set up by the 
Maritime Singapore 
Connect Office, an 
initiative by the Maritime 
and Port Authority of 
Singapore, also features 
videos and stories of 
people in the industry, 
highlighting the range of 
career options available.

Receiving the Outstanding Youth in Education Award 2017 are (from left): Mr Chew Jing Wen, Madam Farah Haider 
Alsagoff, Mr Simon Sng, Ms Sarene Loh, Mr Muhamad Fadly and Ms Faith Huang. ST PHOTO: LAU FOOK KONG
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