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The Nanyang Technological Univer-
sity (NTU) yesterday announced
that it will have two new schools –
for humanities, and social sciences
– next August.

Its current School of Humanities
and Social Sciences (HSS) will be
split into two – the School of Hu-
manities (SOH) and School of So-
cial Sciences (SSS) – to accommo-
date more programmes and in-
ter-disciplinary research.

They will occupy the same
premises as the current school.

Existing programmes such as Chi-
nese, English, history, linguistics
and multilingual studies, and philos-
ophy will come under the SOH,
while the SSS will house econom-
ics, psychology, public policy and
global affairs, and sociology.

Students can look forward to new
programmes such as science, tech-

nology and society, and health and
society, as well as the opportunity to
read electives from other pro-
grammes and institutes within NTU,
including the National Institute of
Education (NIE) and S. Rajaratnam
School of International Studies.

While acknowledging NTU’s repu-
tation as a science and technology
varsity, NTU president Bertil Anders-
son emphasised the importance of
humanities and social sciences in de-
veloping “vibrant, creative socie-
ties”. “Creative thinking is also need-
ed for truly excellent scientists, en-
gineers, mathematicians and other
professionals who can solve com-
plex problems by looking beyond
their own fields of expertise.”

The new schools will offer the
same admission and academic struc-
ture as HSS, with four-year direct
honours bachelor’s programmes.

There will also be new master’s
programmes and an expansion of
inter-disciplinary research into are-

as such as gerontology, which in-
volves social science, design, engi-
neering and medicine.

A spokesman for NTU said it will
release more information on the
new programmes at a later date.

HSS was established in 2004 and
has more than 3,700 students today.
Professor Alan Chan, dean of NTU’s
College of Humanities, Arts and So-
cial Sciences, said the growth of HSS
has “reached a point where it has out-
grown its current structure” put in
place more than a decade ago. “The
new schools will enable NTU to fulfil
the evolving educational needs and
aspirations of our students.”

NIE don Jason Tan said: “The prob-
lems that modern societies face re-
quire inter-disciplinary approaches,
so it’s not enough to have just scien-
tific and technical knowledge, but
it’s also important for people to un-
derstand how societies work, how
human beings function.”

Earlier this year, NTU expanded
its double-major offerings which
combine arts, social science sub-
jects and business.
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Police are investigating reports of a
man dressed as a clown who has
been springing up around Singa-
pore trying to scare people.

A YouTube video uploaded on
Sunday by user Joel Wong shows a
man in a clown mask with red hair
and white jacket hiding in various
locations including a park where he
crouches in the bushes, and then
jumps up to scare passers-by.

At the end of the video, two police-
men are seen requesting the
prankster’s identity card.

Police confirmed that they re-
ceived a call for assistance at Block
489C, Tampines Street 45 at
10.40pm last Saturday . “Upon arriv-
al, the police engaged the parties in-

volved and advised them according-
ly,” the statement said.

Police also advised the public to
refrain from such activities.

Criminal lawyer Sunil Sudheesan
said: “If police decide to investi-

gate, it could be an offence under
the Miscellaneous Offences Act.”

Similar incidents have been re-
ported around the world recently.
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A screenshot
from the video
showing a man
in a clown
outfit trying
to scare
passers-by.
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Six RSAF soldiers
make grandma’s day

2 new schools being set up next August, with
more programmes, inter-disciplinary research

Chew Hui Min

It was an airlift of a different sort.
Madam Loh Ngiuk Lan and her

family were going to lunch when
they discovered that the lift to the
second-floor restaurant was not
working.

They were dismayed: Madam
Loh’s 85-year-old mother-in-law
uses a wheelchair and would not
be able to make it up the stairs.

Luckily, a squadron of soldiers
saved the day.

About 40 soldiers from Squad-
ron 706 of the Air Power Genera-
tion Command were gathered at
Swatow Seafood Restaurant in Toa
Payoh that day, on Oct 8, for their
squadron anniversary.

Master Sergeant Johan Para-
masivan, 30, told The Straits Times
that the Loh family had first ap-
proached them to ask how to get up
to the second floor, but they later
found that the lift was not working.

MSG Johan said they heard Mad-
am Loh’s mother-in-law say she
will wait downstairs while her fam-
ily ate. “We felt bad that grandma
wanted to wait downstairs, so we
offered to help,” he said.

With two men in front, two by
the side and two at the back, they
turned the wheelchair into a sedan
chair and hoisted the senior citizen
up to the second floor.

The group of six included two reg-
ular servicemen – MSG Johan and
Third Sergeant Sukhdial Singh –
and four full-time national service-

men – lance corporals Wong Kai
Xiong and Javier Teo, and privates
Malcolm Ng and Ko Kai Sheng.
They provide ground logistics and
medical operations in support of
the air force.

After the Loh family had lunch,
they called upon the six soldiers to
help carry Madam Loh’s moth-
er-in-law downstairs.

“They thanked us and insisted
on writing to Mindef,” said MSG Jo-
han. After some persuasion, the
six provided Madam Loh with
their names.

Defence Minister Ng Eng Hen
shared the story on Facebook yes-
terday, with a photo of Madam
Loh’s letter dated Oct 14.

Said Dr Ng: “Earlier this month,
six servicemen from the Republic
of Singapore Air Force carried
Madam Loh’s 85-year-old moth-
er-in-law up the stairs to Swatow
Seafood Restaurant when the lift
was not working. She later wrote
in to commend them.”

chuimin@sph.com.sg

Giving Madam Loh’s mother-in-law a lift up the stairs to the restaurant are (from left) Lance Cpl Wong, Pte Ng, Pte Ko,
Lance Cpl Teo, 3SG Singh and MSG Johan. PHOTO: COURTESY OF LOH NGIUK LAN

NTU to split social
sciences, humanities

Scary deeds? No clowning around please: Police
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