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Student Hub – Prof Lee will assume the directorship of NIE on 1 November 2006
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page 5) was organised for the first time in
conjunction with the Teachers’ Fiesta and the
official opening of the new Student Hub, Unity
in Diversity (U.iD).

NIE Director Prof Leo Tan opened U.iD in an
ambience of gaiety, multi-ethnic festivity and
nostalgia. Equipped with an amphitheatre, a
café and six meeting rooms for club activities,
U.iD represents the fruition of Prof Tan’s vision
for a dedicated refuge for student and
in-service teachers to relax, socialise and enjoy

campus life. First conceptualised in 2002,
reconfiguration of the former Art Gallery –
which has since been relocated to a new
purpose-built location adjacent to the Nanyang
Playhouse – commenced in late 2005 and
was completed in June 2006 at a cost of S$2.5
million. With a place now to call their very
own, student teachers were consulted on many
aspects along the process, ranging from naming
the facility and its meeting rooms to selecting
the furniture and colour scheme.

The name U.iD reflects the Student Hub’s
primary role in gathering all student teachers
and alumni together as a fraternity of

professionals. U.iD may also be interpreted
as ‘Your Identity’, signifying the hub as a
focal point in developing relevant skills for
the teaching career through a series of
student-led activities.

The occasion also marked the presentation
of NIE Club Awards to the Bachelor of Science
Club (Gold), Service Learning Club (Silver)
and Tamil Language Club (Bronze) for their
role in enriching the quality of campus life
among the student populace. Passion Awards
were also presented to 12 student teachers,
who exhibited dedication, commitment and
invaluable service to the NIE community.

T he eve of Teachers’ Day on 31 August
2006 marked a milestone in the history
of NIE. The Learning Festival (see story on

A Place to Call Their Own
By Mr Dev Anand, Diploma in Education (Second Year)

The riveting silat (Malay martial arts) performance, fronting the Student Hub, draws a salvo of applause from the audience while the beat of drums & cymbals
from Nanyang Junior College’s lion dance troupe awakens a ‘lion’, which ceremoniously hands the Student Hub key to Prof Leo Tan

Official Opening of NIE’s Student Hub
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Student teachers from the Special Training Programme display their invigorating moves in an ethnic number, followed by a ukulele performance by Woodlands
Primary School pupils. Gymnasts from the Physical Education & Sports Science Academic Group captivate the audience with their grace & dexterity

discussion. The group felt that the name
of the hub should reflect its nature and
purpose. Taking into consideration that
the hub was built to be a melting pot
for student teachers regardless of their background or course of
study, the group decided on “Unity in Diversity” or in short, “U.iD”.
This name reflects the primary role of the Student Hub in bringing
together student teachers from all pre-service courses, teachers from
graduate courses as well as alumni. In addition, the abbreviation
“U.iD” may also be loosely interpreted as “your i.d.” or “your
identity”, reflecting how the Student Hub could be the place where
student teachers carve out their niche or identity through student-
led activities.

The U.iD logo was designed by Mr Muhammad Sherefudin Bin Jamal,
a second-year Diploma in Education student teacher and President
of Trainee Teachers’ Club. In the logo, the letters “U.iD” are clearly
seen in a large black three-dimensional font. This three-dimensional
nature reflects how the hub will be an animated and lively place.
The letters are in black, a colour often associated with being fashionable
and classy in modern culture. Three student teachers in the official
NIE colours are pictured with the letters “U.iD” reflecting the nature
and purpose of U.iD, a hub for all student teachers. On the top left
hand corner of the logo, the words “NIE Student Hub” are stamped
in red, reminiscent of the old days when rubber stamp prints were
used by teachers on students’ books.

T he name “U.iD” was thought up
by a group of NIE student leaders
in early 2006 after hours of

Genesis of U.iD
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T
comprises various workshops, facilitated by lecturers and student
teachers who have a talent to share with the rest of the
NIE community. Learning Festival 2006 offered a repertoire
of workshops in the likes of baking, balloon sculpturing, earring

he idea for a learning festival was mooted in 2005 by student
leaders of the Bachelor of Arts Club. Held in collaboration
with the Bachelor of Science Club, the Learning Festival

making and even Thai language lessons for participants. NIE
Director Prof Leo Tan seized the opportunity before the official
opening of the Student Hub to observe the many workshops in
session. A strong advocate of lifelong learning, he was delighted
by the presence of staff and student teachers putting their books
aside for a few hours to engage in the various self-development
activities.

A Celebration of Learning By Ms Kimberly Chow, Bachelor of Arts (Education) (Third Year)

An instructor simplifies the intricacies of a dance variation to appreciative
beginners

NIE Director Prof Leo Tan tries his hand at making a cupcake

Participants test the boundaries of their creativity through balloon sculpturing

quiet and unassuming demeanour makes him just one of
us, a member of the NIE family. Anyone who has had the
opportunity to talk to him in the canteen would be instantly
taken up by his warmth and will always remember his
friendly smile.

I would like to quote Prof Tan himself, during a recent
Teachers’ Investiture Ceremony when he said, “Look at NIE
as your ‘mothership’. This is the ship from which you have
been launched on your travels and to which you will return
again and again for replenishment and recharging.” If NIE
is our ‘mothership’, then Prof Tan would undoubtedly be
its captain… Thank you, Prof Leo Tan, my mentor, my
captain, my director.

          ... we must never
forget Prof Tan the man and
what he  was l ike  as
Director and head of this
fami ly.  As  a  s tudent
teacher, I knew Prof Tan as
a  h u m b l e  m a n  w h o
believed in mingling and
mixing around with his
beloved student teachers.
I often see him queuing on
his own, just like any other

person for a bowl of ‘yong tau foo’ or a plate of rice at the
NIE canteen. He would greet anyone he sees on campus. His

”
Recent NIE graduate Mr Woody Woo,
who now teaches at Yew Tee Primary
School, pays a poignant tribute to NIE
Director Prof Leo Tan

“
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A Learning
Journey for New
Departmental
Heads
By Public & International Relations

W
at a graduation ceremony. Held at the Civil Service College, the event
was graced by guest of honour, Mrs Angela Ow, Director of Training
and Development Division, Ministry of Education.

The DDM is a four-month programme for departmental
heads and school  leaders,  who may in t ime assume
significant managerial responsibilities in schools. Managed
by NIE’s Graduate Programmes and Research Office, this
innovative  programme prepares heads to be exemplary people
managers as well as experts in teaching and learning.
Besides addressing issues and technologies impacting education,
a major part of the programme focuses on team learning,

ednesday, 5 July 2006 signified the beginning of a
new chapter for 167 teachers as they received their
Diploma in Departmental Management (DDM) certificates

curriculum innovation and dynamic learning systems.
In his address, NIE Director Prof Leo Tan shared two traits which
he considered important to have when dealing with the challenge
of globalisation: courage and being people-focused. He also urged
the graduands to muster the courage to do what they know is right
for their teachers and students and to encourage innovation in
teaching and assessment.

Ms Lynette Liew was presented the Association for Supervision and
Curriculum Development Book Prize for exemplifying the highest
level of learning across the programme, while nine other graduands
were awarded the Dr J M Nathan Memorial Prize for Creativity.
For having the best overall performance in the programme, Mdm Yeo
Dai Yun received the Dr Ruth Wong Medal.

Mdm Yeo Dai Yun’s best overall performance earns her the Dr Ruth Wong Medal

at the Nanyang Auditorium on 11, 12 and 13
July 2006. Guest of honour for the event was
Mr Tharman Shanmugaratnam, Minister for

Education and Second Minister for Finance.
In his address, Mr Shanmugaratnam spoke of
the continual refinement of two key areas of
training viz the foundational training for student
teachers and professional development of
serving teachers. He highlighted NIE’s continued

research investment in the
strengthening of teacher
training. By judicious use
of infocomm technology in
the classroom, whether in
language learning or content
subjects, the range of
teaching methods in schools
could be widened to cater to
a wider range of learning
styles among students.

The Minister noted the
Centre for Research in

A total of 1,882 newly qualified teachers
received their diplomas at the Teachers’
Investiture Ceremony organised by NIE

Teachers’ Investiture Ceremony
By Public & International Relations

Pedagogy and Practice’s move into a phase of
initiating intervention projects to implement
and test the findings and recommendations
from its earlier research projects. An example
is an ongoing project involving the learning
and usage of the English language at the lower
primary level. By being actively involved in
school-based research and gathering data at
the school level, the centre could shed light
on how teachers could teach more effectively.

At the ceremony, the National Youth
Council’s Outstanding Youth in Education
Awards (OYEA) were also presented to Mdm
Cheleen Chua of CHIJ St Nicholas Girls’ School
and Ms Tracy Tan of Coral Secondary School.
Besides honouring the achievements of
deserving young educators, OYEA serves to
inspire youths to be teachers and excellent
role models for the younger generation.

Education Minister Tharman Shanmugaratnam (left) congratulates
prize winners for their sterling achievements
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developing extraordinary school leaders, the two-
week Leaders in Education Programme (LEP)
International graduated 43 participants on 15
September 2006. Hailing from Brunei, Cambodia,
Germany, Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Laos,
Malaysia, Maldives, Myanmar, the Philippines,
Thailand and Vietnam, this cohort proved to be

the most diverse in terms of nationalities and
professional training. Military commanders from
the Singapore Armed Forces and school
principals formed the local contingent.

Although this programme is mainly school-
based, there were seminars presented by
academics from the Policy and Leadership
Studies Academic Group, Mdm Veronica Ng,
principal of Carol Secondary School and LEP

graduand, and Dr Ian Jukes, Director of
InfoSavvy Group. Participants visited Dunman
Secondary, Bendemeer Secondary, Pasir Ris
Primary and Seng Kang Primary Schools
to observe breakthroughs in innovation
and different approaches to education in
these schools.

The next intake is expected in September
2007.

T argeted at school principals, ministry
officers, superintendents and other senior
educators alongside a lofty aspiration of

NIE news

Pioneer Cohort of Master in Educational
Administration Graduates
By Public & International Relations

14 Countries Represented on Leadership
Training Programme By Public & International Relations

T
Traders Hotel for the graduates (above) and attended by Mr Wong Yong
Li, Education Counsellor of the Chinese Embassy in Singapore, NIE
Director Prof Leo Tan and his senior colleagues. Conducted mainly in
the Chinese language, the one-year programme by coursework is
completed in NIE. The External Programmes Office is expecting its
second intake in October 2006.

he first intake of 46 senior education officers on NIE’s Master
in Educational Administration (MEA) programme completed
their studies in July 2006. A farewell dinner was held at

Since March 2006, 38 senior educators from Wuhan, China have
been pursuing the same programme through a collaborative
arrangement between NIE and Huazhong University of Science and
Technology (HUST), China. The programme is conducted partially
at HUST and NIE.

The MEA aims to develop the professionalism of Chinese senior
educators in the effective management of educational institutes by
learning from Singapore’s experiences.



Postgraduate Students Benefit from
Database Search Training
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M
Education) students. She has an academic background in Applied
Linguistics and Library/Information Science and has been teaching
Increasing Information Literacy since 1999. Students are introduced to
the major information resources useful in the field of linguistics and
education. They learn to examine and evaluate specific resources with
the goal of improving their research abilities.

The objectives of this module include the following:

• Be able to devise a search strategy based on how information is 
organised and accessed through the library

• Be able to prepare and execute database search strategies based 
on database organisation and standard search techniques

s Mary Ellis (English Language and Literature) has been providing
very useful database search training to NIE’s Master of Arts
(Applied Linguistics) and Master of Education (English Language

• Be able to evaluate and verify information sources
• Be able to construct bibliographic citations using the American

Psychological Association format
• Be aware of copyright, plagiarism and other ethical concerns 

related to the use of information
• Understand the concept of information literacy
• Be aware of sources in the Library and Information Services 

Centre for self-instruction in the preparation and execution of 
database searches.

The students have given very positive feedback and appreciate the
training given to hone their skills. They have found the training particularly
useful not only in their dissertations but also in their assignments, in
their research proposals and in their critical inquiry component of their
Master’s programmes. When the next cohort of postgraduate students
is enrolled, Ms Ellis will be there again to show the way.

Award on 13 September 2006.

The EdD Dual Award aims to provide a
framework and opportunities for personnel
working in education to pursue a doctoral

programme with an international and
professional orientation. Drawing on the
strengths of two institutions in different
geographic regions, the programme will
provide participants a diversity of educational
experience from complementary perspectives.
The programme will allow the comparison of
professional practices within the context of

the two different landscapes and thus enhance
the creation of new professional knowledge.

Scheduled to start in January 2007, the
programme consists of three components:
four taught courses, an institution-focused
study and a thesis. Visit http://www.nie.edu.sg
/gpr/edd.htm for more details.

T ogether with the University of London’s
Institute of Education, NIE launched
the Doctor of Education (EdD), Dual

8 PROGRAMMES

By Public & International Relations

Launch of
Doctor of
Education,
Dual Award

Asst Prof Wee Bee Geok, English Language & Literature

(From left) NIE’s EdD, Dual Award Coordinator Assoc Prof Lionel Mendoza, NIE Director Prof Leo Tan
& Dr Andrew Brown, Head of Doctoral Schools, Institute of Education, University of London preside
at the launch
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T
Group. The conference attracted about 800 mathematics educators and
teachers. The theme Enhancing Mathematics Reasoning is a timely one
as mathematics reasoning is one aspect of the process component of
the revised Singapore mathematics curriculum.

In his opening address, NIE Director Prof Leo Tan stressed the importance
of reasoning in work and everyday life. For the morning session,
participants attended one of three concurrent keynote addresses: (a)
primary level: Asst Prof Yeap Ban Har and Mr Lee Ngan Hoe (b) secondary

he second Mathematics Teachers Conference, held on 1 June
2006, was jointly organised by the Association of Mathematics
Educators and Mathematics and Mathematics Education Academic

Arizona State University, USA visited NIE
and Singapore schools from 3 to 7 July 2006.
Prof Thompson is Director of Research at the
university’s Center for Research on Education
in Science, Mathematics, Engineering and
Technology (CRESMET) while Prof Carlson is
Director of CRESMET.

During the visit, Prof Thompson provided
consultation to a Centre for Research in

Pedagogy and Practice research project
on the teaching and learning of statistics
in junior colleges, led by Asst Prof Liu Yan.
Accompanied by Asst Prof Liu, Prof
Thompson and Prof Carlson observed a
statistics class at Raffles Junior College
and participated in a sharing session with
members of its mathematics department.

On 6 July 2006, both dons each gave a talk
on mathematics teacher education. Prof
Thompson reported his US$4.5 million
National Science Foundation-funded

project on an integrated approach to
creating communities of secondary
mathematics teachers who take profound
understanding of mathematical ideas as their
core commitment. Prof Carlson presented
her past research findings on mathematical
problem solving and how these findings
subsequently informed instruction and
curricula of a graduate course for secondary
mathematics teachers, one that was
designed to develop teachers’ understanding
of functions by promoting powerful
covariational reasoning.

P rofessors Patrick Thompson and Marilyn
Carlson (above), both professors
of mathematics education at the

9CONFERENCES & SEMINARS

level: Assoc Prof Berinderjeet Kaur and Assoc Prof Wong Khoon Yoong
(c) upper secondary and pre-university levels: Asst Prof Toh Tin Lam
and Prof Ling San. They explained the nature and importance of
mathematical reasoning and suggested ideas on how to teach it at the
respective levels.

After a lunchtime performance by Raffles Junior College’s Jazz Club,
participants attended one of 12 workshops, which covered the use of
calculators, instructional technology, games, open-ended questions
and journal writing. These activities were aimed at helping pupils to
reason better. The theme of the next conference in 2007 is Mathematics
Literacy.

Mathematics Teachers Conference
By Ms Ng Luan Eng, Mathematics & Mathematics Education

Mathematics Education Dons Share Research Outcomes
By Asst Prof Liu Yan, Centre for Research in Pedagogy & Practice
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future leaders of the nation. While education has traditionally focused
on how students learn, more people are now asking the question of
how teachers should teach.

In July 2006, NIE staff members, students and guests were given the
opportunity to hear from Prof Marilyn Cochran-Smith, who has devoted
most of her career to answering this very question. A renowned teacher
educator from the Lynch School of Education, Boston College, she was
the first visiting academic to be invited under the Koh Choon Joo (C J
Koh) Professorship in Education. The professorship was established
by a S$2 million donation to the NTU Endowment Fund from Mr Ong
Tiong Tat, executor of the late Mr Koh’s estate. The income generated
from the fund has enabled NIE to employ outstanding professors in
the discipline of education.

In a series of four talks delivered at the Regional English Language
Centre and NIE campus, Prof Cochran-Smith discussed topics ranging
from professional development, action research to issues in teacher
preparation. One of the main issues Prof Cochran-Smith highlighted
was the mounting public attention on teacher education today. She
warned that such awareness - while recognising the importance of
the teaching profession - might reinforce the idea that teachers are

eing a teacher in the 21st century is not easy. Today’s teachers
are expected to have mastery of subject matter, examination
scores, run extra-curricular activities and help students become

responsible for all shortcomings of the education system and ignores
unrelated problems faced by pupils and schools. At the same time, this
misperception has led to numerous debates on how teachers should
be prepared to teach. According to Prof Cochran-Smith, simple terms
such as “research”, “knowledge” and “teaching better” could have very
different meanings, depending on their contexts of use. Since opposing
groups of people could use the same research data to strengthen their
arguments, she encouraged the development of an “inquiry stance” for
teachers to question, investigate and reflect on their own practice.

The talks ended with a reminder that good teaching could not be defined
based on research knowledge alone. Prof Cochran-Smith acknowledged
the importance of ideals, beliefs, values, context and culture in influencing
the problems and solutions in teacher education. She noted that while
her talks had centred on the “science of teaching”, knowing how to
educate teachers “to heal, help and love while raising test scores and
changing the world” was important.

As Prof David Hogan (Dean, Centre for Research in Pedagogy and
Practice) said at the close of the last talk, Prof Cochran-Smith’s visit
had been an experience of “pedagogical magic”. All four talks had left
members of the audience reflective, thoughtful and hopeful about the
future of teacher education. Her ideas and insights will undoubtedly
contribute to NIE’s ongoing efforts to reach new levels of distinction
in the preparation of teachers.

B
By Ms Yasmin Ortiga, Centre for Research in Pedagogy & Practice

Teaching the Teachers
Inaugural C J Koh Professorial Lectures

T
Leading Inquiry: A Science Education Forum
Prof Paul Teng, Head, Asst Prof Lee Yew Jin & Dr Tan Aik Ling, Natural Sciences & Science Education

Natural Sciences and Science Education
Academic Group and Agilent Technologies,
organised a forum cum workshop for over 150
local curriculum leaders in science education
from 19 to 20 July 2006 at the Grassroots
Club. The groundbreaking forum comprised
presentations, plenary discussions and group
interactions covering the following areas:

• Experiencing inquiry: What is inquiry?
• Inquiry-based science education in North

America

•   Science education in Singapore
• Areas of need in science education in

Singapore
• Experimentation with inquiry-based

science lessons
• Exploring intervention activities in the

Singapore classroom.

Science education is fundamental to the school
curriculum and scientific literacy is an important
national development goal. Central to scientific
literacy is inquiry, which is a key feature
of the new science curriculum framework.

As part of the forum, two distinguished
guests from the USA were invited by Agilent

Technologies to share their expertise and
experience in inquiry-based science education
in North America. They were Dr Rodger Bybee,
Executive Director, Biological Sciences
Curriculum Study and Ms Kim Bess, Director of
Science, Vista Unified School District, San Diego.

The three organisations received positive
feedback from the teachers, who also indicated
their appreciation of the synergy shown by
the organisers in planning for this event.
Ideas presented at the forum will be further
developed so that quality inquiry-based
science lessons can be made available to all
teachers locally.

he Curr iculum Planning and
Development Division, Ministry of
Education, in collaboration with NIE’s
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Plenary Address Highlights
Changes in English Language
Teacher Education

International Conference on Foreign Language
Teaching Methodology in China. The conference
was held from 24 to 26 March 2006 at the
Shanghai International Studies University, which
is one of two leading universities of foreign
studies under the direct jurisdiction of the Ministry
of Education, China.

The theme of the three-day conference was
Promoting Academic Research, Fostering
Scholarly Atmospheres and Improving Foreign
Language Teaching. Mrs Wu Qidi, China’s Deputy
Minister of Education, opened the conference
with an insightful speech. She said that the
conference was timely because the ideas generated

would bear fruit in the immediate future when
conference delegates returned to their own
institutions for better practices to enhance the
quality of teaching and research. She was
confident that this conference would offer a
good platform for all the participants to interact
and to assimilate and use productive
teaching philosophies, forefront pedagogical
practices and sustainable research that would
contribute to further success in foreign language
education in China and around the world.

Asst Prof Zhang’s plenary address Nexus and
Change in English Language Teacher
Education: Lessons from Singapore was warmly
received because aside from fitting well with
the conference theme, it addressed issues in
language teacher education and how the

successful Singapore experience of teacher
preparation could potentially benefit the
teacher education enterprise in China.

Other invited overseas keynote speakers
included Prof Rod Ellis (University of Auckland,
New Zealand), Prof Suzanne Flynn
(Massachusetts Institute of Technology, USA),
Prof Frank Tang (University of New York, USA)
and Prof Gita Martohardjono (City University
of New York, USA). Asst Prof Zhang’s keynote
address will be included in the conference
proceedings, together with those by
Professors Ellis and Flynn. The proceedings
Foreign Language Teaching Methodology:
Opportunities and Challenges will be
published at the end of 2006 by the Shanghai
Foreign Language Education Press, China.

Asst Prof Lawrence Zhang (English
Language and Literature) (above) delivered
a keynote plenary address at the second

By Dr Christian Chia, English Language & Literature

Conference on Malay Language, Literature and
Culture from 15 to 16 July 2006 at the Meritus
Mandarin Hotel. First organised in 1998 and
then in 2002, the conference is usually held to
coincide with the Malay Language Month. The
event attracted over 80 papers and was attended
by almost 200 participants.

With  Embrac ing  our  Roots ,
Illuminating the Skies as its theme,
the conference was officiated by Mr
Masagos Zulkifli, Senior Parliamentary
Secretary for Education. In his speech,
Mr Masagos acknowledged the
importance of learning about one’s
roots and cherishing values and
traditions while charting new
directions for the future. He also
touched on the kind of cultural elite
that the Malay community should
seek to nurture: one who is an intellectual,
bilingual and bicultural and who has the capacity
not only in developing a treasure trove of what
is cultural but also in shaping the community’s

thinking within the context of a multicultural
Singapore and globalised world. He expressed
confidence in the ability of Malay language
teachers in developing students who are
culturally knowledgeable and think critically.

Assoc Prof Hadijah Rahmat, Assistant Head
(Malay) of ALC and organising committee
chairman Assoc Prof Kamsiah Abdullah

also spoke during the opening ceremony.
Assoc Prof Hadijah said the conference theme
reflected a desire to find a formula to develop
a culture that was dynamic, creative and

balanced. She added that the theme was
congruent with the challenges faced by
the Malay world in this era of globalisation
which requires its intelligentsia to
review the effectiveness of the language,
culture and literature in fulfilling present
and future needs.

One of the draws of the conference was
Emeritus Prof Dato’ Dr Asmah
Haji Omar from the University
of Malaya, Malaysia, who was
one of three keynote speakers.
Prof Asmah spoke on the
meeting of the Malay and foreign
civilisations, with a particular
focus on the attitudes towards
language and elements of
culture. The other keynote
speakers were Prof Rachmad
Djoko Pradopo from the Gadjah
Mada University, Indonesia and
Assoc Prof Kamsiah. Apart from

scholars from around the region and beyond,
local teachers also made a mark at this
conference, sharing their action research
conducted in their respective schools.

T he Malay Division of the Asian
Languages and Cultures (ALC) Academic
Group organised its third International

International Conference on Malay Language, Literature & Culture
By Asst Prof Mukhlis Abu Bakar, Asian Languages & Cultures

Assoc Prof Hadijah Rahmat (left) & Assoc Prof Kamsiah Abdullah (centre)
sharing a lighter moment with Mr Masagos Zulkifli, Senior Parliamentary
Secretary for Education

11CONFERENCES & SEMINARS
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Medal and Award for his “outstanding research in quantum information
science and for helping to set up the first quantum information
laboratory in Singapore”. With three National University of Singapore
researchers, he was also recently awarded the National Science Award
2006 by the Agency for Science, Technology and Research for “their
outstanding contribution to theoretical research on quantum coherence
and its applications in quantum information science”. Assoc Prof
Kwek has been working on quantum information science since 1998
and has published more than 80 papers on the subject in prestigious

international journals with at least nine papers in the top physics
journal, Physical Review Letters. For his work on quantum information
science, he was appointed Fujitsu Visiting Professor at the University
of Cambridge in 2004.

With the rapid miniaturisation of integrated chips and inexorable
demand for computing speed, computer technology will inevitably
hit the atomic level in which one manipulates the single atom
to store and process information. At the single atom or molecule
level, one needs to apply quantum mechanics in analysing the

ssoc Prof Kwek Leong Chuan (Natural Sciences and Science
Education) (below) was awarded the Premier Award by the
Institute of Physics, Singapore (IPS), the World Scientific

microscopic system. By studying the impact quantum theory
applications to traditional information theory, one hopes to harness
a new degree of freedom at the atomic level for faster and more efficient
computers. The application of quantum
mechanics to cryptography has already
yielded very fruitful results at both
the experimental and industrial level.

Recently, Assoc Prof Kwek was
the March 2006 issue of the New Scientist
for his recent work [Phys Rev Lett, 95,
030505 (2005)] on “Repeat-Until-
Success” quantum computation, a hybrid
system based on atoms as stationary
quantum bits (qubits) and photons as the flying qubits. He has also
worked extensively on the geometric phase of mixed states, a platform
that promises fault tolerant quantum computation.

Assoc Prof Kwek’s colleague Associate Professorial Fellow Chia Teck
Chee (above) received IPS’s Cadi Scientific Medal and Prize for being
an outstanding science educator. Dr Chia’s unique teaching style and
excellent mastery of physics concepts have provided inspiration
to numerous batches of student teachers at NIE for more than
20 years. Many of his students have gone on to inspire physics
students in schools, junior colleges, polytechnics and the public.

For many years, Dr Chia was the Singapore representative of the
Asia-Pacific Physics Teachers and Educators Association and a
co-editor-in-chief of the Physics Update, a magazine which actively
promotes physics among secondary school students. In physics
education, he has made significant contributions to the application
of computer and information technology  for physics teaching, besides
working with teachers on effective strategies to eliminate misconceptions
in physics. He has also been actively working on the applications of
physics in medicine and biology.

A

Physicists Awarded for Work on Quantum
Information Science & Physics Education
By Public & International Relations

Research on Learning Through Online Discussion
Wins Accolade

T
his doctoral dissertation entitled Learning Through Online Discussion.
The study, which was supported by a doctoral fellowship from the
Social Science and Humanities Research Council, is a critical
ethnography of graduate-level education offered entirely at a distance.

he Association for Media and Technology in Education (AMTEC)
presented its annual award for ‘Excellence in Graduate Research’
to Asst Prof Liam Rourke (Learning Sciences Laboratory) for

Asst Prof Rourke joined the Learning Sciences Laboratory in September
2005, days after his oral defence. He has since been working with
practitioners in neighbourhood schools.

Other awards were conferred at a ceremony during the AMTEC Conference,
held from 23 to 26 May 2006, at the Université du Québec à Montréal,
Quebec, Canada.

By Public & International Relations
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at the HDB Hub Convention Centre, Service
Learning Club @ NIE’s Project Polwatta
was awarded the Bronze Award for its
humanitarian efforts in Polwatta School,
Welligama, Sri Lanka. This inaugural
convention aims to honour youths who
actively serve and inspire them to be leaders
of change in their community.

The team comprised 20 student teachers from
across all programmes and was led by Mr
Thevarajan Nagarajan. Project Polwatta was
an international service-learning project,
undertaken from 1 to 15 December 2005.

Project Polwatta’s aim was to play a part in
reviving hope by helping students of Polwatta

School after the devastating tsunami of
December 2004. Aside from conducting a
district level netball tournament as part of
the school’s dream to become a centre of
excellence for netball, the project also
provided IT equipment and related
workshops and enrichment programmes.
Through the team’s collaboration with
about 1,000 students from Singapore’s
Qihua Primary, Naval Base Primary and
Woodlands Ring Secondary Schools, funds
were raised for setting up a science garden
and adorning the walls of the school with
colourfully decorated word-tiles. The team
members have since returned to conduct
seminars on service learning in various
schools in Singapore.

Dur ing  the  Beyond  Onese l f :
Convention for Youth Leaders in
Community held on 12 August 2006

AWARDS & HONOURS

By Mr Thevarajan Nagarajan, Diploma in Education
(Second year)

Student
Teachers
Recognised for
Overseas
Humanitarian
Efforts

Team Leader Thevarajan Nagarajan (left) receives the Bronze Award on behalf of the Service Learning
Club @ NIE from Community Development, Youth & Sports Minister Vivian Balakrishnan

Plywood word-tiles, created by Singapore’s Qihua
Primary, Naval Base Primary & Woodlands Ring
Secondary School students, adorn the walls of
Polwatta School for decorative & teaching purposes

A
award categories received National Day
Honours this year. NIE proudly acknowledges
its faculty members and staff who have been
awarded National Day Honours by the
President of Singapore for their contributions
to Nanyang Technological University and the
community.

The Public Administration Medal (Bronze)
Assoc Prof Christine Lee
Head, Curriculum and Teaching Unit

s a means of recognising various
forms of merit and service to
Singapore, 2,933 individuals in 20

Assoc Prof Berinderjeet Kaur
Mathematics and Mathematics Education

Assoc Prof Goh Yeng Seng
Head, Asian Languages and Cultures

The Public Service Medal
Mr Kabirdas Perumal
Corporate Support Officer
Strategic Planning and Corporate Services

The Efficiency Medal
Mr Razak Bin Abdul Hamid
Corporate Support Officer
Finance Department

The Long Service Medal
Mrs Mary John Thomas
Corporate Support Officer
Human Resource Department

Ms June Wee
Management Support Officer
Human Resource Department

Mr Abdullah Bin Chik
Operations Support Officer
Humanities and Social Studies Education

Ms Ida Amelia De Almeida
Corporate Support Officer
Centre for Research in Pedagogy and Practice

Nation Honours Contributions by Staff
By Public & International Relations
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Asian countries. FASAS is an umbrella organisation made up of
premier scientific academies and scientific societies in Asia.

Prof Leo Tan (NIE Director and President, Singapore National Academy
of Science) said, “We were indeed privileged to be able to host this
prestigious international meeting in Singapore and, that too, on the
grounds of NIE. The knowledge exchange in such gatherings affords
a useful opportunity for delegates to share best practices and discuss
issues in science education and science promotion.”

Two highlights of the meeting were the Science Education Colloquium,
organised by the Natural Sciences and Science Education (NSSE)
Academic Group and the Workshop on the Role of Scientific Academies
in Science Promotion and Science Education, organised by the Singapore
National Academy of Science.

The Science Education Colloquium featured four presentations: Leading
Science Education through Innovations by Prof Lee Sing Kong (Dean,
Graduate Programmes and Research and Dean, External Programmes),
What Research Says about Singapore Science Education by Mr Ridzuan
Bin Abdul Rahim (Teaching Fellow, Centre for Research in Pedagogy
and Practice), Science Education in Singapore: Needs, Gaps and Future

he Federation of Asian Scientific Academies and Societies
(FASAS) held its annual meeting in Singapore from 11 to 12
September 2006, gathering 24 delegates from a number of

Directions by Prof Paul Teng (Head, NSSE) and Bringing Science Education
Forward by Mdm Poon Chew Leng, Deputy Director of Curriculum
Planning and Development Division, Sciences Branch of the Ministry
of Education. The colloquium was well received by participants, who
included local teachers, NIE staff and FASAS participants. The
participants were particularly impressed with the strides made by
Singapore in the field of science education and how it is able to meet
the challenges posed by globalisation and new developments in
science and technology. They also shared their experiences at the
colloquium.

For the Workshop on the Role of Science Academies in Science
Promotion and Science Education, representatives from Australia,
Bangladesh, China, India, Malaysia, Nepal, Pakistan, Singapore, South
Korea and Thailand presented their academies’ experiences on science
promotion and science education. Prof Tan shared insights and
experiences on how the Singapore National Academy of Science, the
national body for premier scientific societies in Singapore, has been
able to make a useful contribution in the promotion of science and
technology in Singapore despite having no building of its own or
regular manpower.

Part of the second-day itinerary included a briefing on the Institute’s
initial teacher training and professional development programmes,
after which Assoc Prof Koh Chong Lek (Head, DNA Centre) gave a
guided tour of the DNA Centre to the participants.

T

Asian Scientific Academies Convene
in Singapore By Public & International Relations
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Academics from the International Islamic University Malaysia
who visited NIE on 21 August 2006 were acquainted with
some uses of IT in language teaching in programmes conducted

by the English Language and Literature (ELL) Academic Group. The
briefing by Assoc Prof Antonia Chandrasegaran (right, standing) focused
on three ways in which IT could facilitate the development of English
language skills: A writing cum personal website construction assignment
in Mr Mark Wilkinson’s Digital Literacy Skills course in the Communication
Skills Programme for Chinese scholars, the use of BlackBoard for the
delivery of instruction in undergraduate and postgraduate programmes,
and Essay Assist, a software developed at ELL for guiding students
through the process of writing academic essays.

A
Member of Parliament, and Mr Jean-
Paul Réau, French Ambassador to
Singapore, during their visit to NIE on
13 March 2006. Their call on the

ssoc Prof Quek Jin Jong (Dean,
Academic) played host to Mr
Laurent Waucquier, French

By Assoc Prof Antonia Chandrasegaran, English Language & Literature

Visitors Briefed on Use of IT in Language Teaching

By Ms Ho Siew Yin, Mathematics & Mathematics Education

African Ministers Call on NIE During Study Tour
By Public & International Relations

E
June 2006 as part of their World Bank Asia
study tour, organised by International
Enterprise Singapore, Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Singapore and the
World Bank.

Hosted by NIE Director Prof Leo Tan,
Prof Lee Sing Kong (Dean, Graduate
Programmes and Research and Dean,
External Programmes), Prof S
Gopinathan (Vice Dean, Centre for
Research in Pedagogy and Practice),
Asst Prof David Ng (Associate Dean,

ducation ministers from Cameroon,
Ethiopia, Ghana, Lesotho, Madagascar
and Mozambique called on NIE on 20

Leadership Programmes) and Assoc Prof Goh
Chor Boon (Associate Dean, External
Programmes), delegates were presented with
NIE’s suite of professional development

programmes and issues related to teacher
education in Singapore.

Upon the conclusion of the International
Monetary Fund and World Bank meetings
on 20 September 2006, Madagascar’s
Minister of National Education and
Scientific Research took the opportunity
to re-visit NIE on the following day.
Aside from being updated on the
Institute’s programmes, Mr Razafinjatovo
Haja Nirina (left, in blue tie) toured the
DNA Centre and Classroom of the
Future. The visit concluded with a lunch
hosted by Prof Lee.

Staff from the Mathematics and Mathematics Education Academic
Group visited the Lamplaimat Pattana School (LPS), Buriram,
Thailand from 18 to 20 June 2006. Buriram, one of the largest

and most populated provinces in the northeastern region of Thailand,
is about 410 km from the Thai capital of Bangkok. Principal Wichian
Chaiyabang hosted Asst Prof Yeap Ban Har, Ms Yeo Shu Mei, Mdm Teo
Soh Wah and Ms Ho Siew Yin during their visit.

Officially opened on 18 June 2003, LPS receives generous donation and
support from the James Clark Foundation in England. As one of the
main objectives of this school is to serve the poor, education is free
for all its pupils. Envisioning Education for Complete Human Development
for the pupils, Mr Chaiyabang works hand-in-hand with his teachers

to cultivate a happy child in every pupil. In spacious classrooms filled
with their own artistic creations, pupils go through a project work
curriculum, encompassing instilling individual morality, preserving
community traditions and promoting good citizenship.

Asst Prof Yeap conducted a 21/2-hour workshop on “Children Learning
Mathematics” for the teachers and parents of both the school and
schools in the Buriram Province. He discussed various strategies to
make learning enjoyable for children and how to prepare children for
the future. Ms Ho shares, “This exposure was a most humbling experience
for us. We were privileged to witness the extent of passion and
dedication the principal and his teachers have towards providing a
holistic and fun educational experience for their pupils.”

NIE news
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T
battle to cancer on 12 May 2006. Hisham’s
brave fight is being told by Assoc Prof Low
Ee Ling, Sub Dean, Degree Programmes.
This tribute is dedicated to his wife, Wati
and their two children, Eva and Adam.

The Diagnosis

On 21 February 2005, Hisham began his final practicum. He was a
step away from realising his dream of becoming a teacher. After climbing
up a few flights of stairs, Hisham felt faint and had to see a doctor.
After some blood tests, a shocking diagnosis was made. Hisham was
suffering from Acute Lymphoblastic Leukaemia. He had to be warded
immediately but asked for home leave to inform his principal and to
bid farewell to his two young children. Therein began Hisham’s 15-
month battle which he fought with every ounce of resilience that the
human spirit could afford.

The Struggle

What followed were months of ‘an emotional roller coaster ride’. One
moment the chemotherapy was working, the next, his chances of
survival stood at only 10%. A big breakthrough occurred when a bone
marrow match was found. In October 2005, Hisham received a high-
risk bone marrow transplant. Post-transplant, Hisham contracted Grave
versus Host disease, which gave him severe diarrhoea, fever and
vomitting. In February 2006, Hisham was told that the transplant had
failed. By this stage, he had whittled away to about 35 kg.

The Warmth & Love of NIE

My first encounter with Hisham was when I visited him at National
University Hospital with Prof Goh Kim Chuan, Associate Dean of
Student Development and Liaison. What struck us immediately was
Hisham’s positive spirit and concern about his practicum. Hisham also
kept asking after Dr Lim Beng Soon, my better half who had taught
him Pragmatics. Subsequently, my husband accompanied me whenever
I visited Hisham.

I personally hate hospitals and stepping into any hospital makes me
nauseous. I see myself as a Shakespearean comic relief who allows
others to battle the sad with laughter. In our numerous visits, Hisham
never gave us the impression that he was suffering from a life-threatening
disease. If he felt nauseous, he would gently excuse himself and that
was our cue to come back another day.

On our second-last visit to his home, he could not get out of bed and
I knew then that the end was nigh. He remained resilient as he told
us that the doctors had advised him to spend quality time with his
family. He also mentioned the tremendous pain that he was undergoing
but rationalised the reasons for them. He related the great love of NIE

he late Mohamed Hisham Bin
Osman (left), a student teacher of
the degree programme, lost his

lecturers. One left a generous cheque, stating that these were the
funds left over from when his own son was undergoing chemotherapy.
Others were constant visitors to the hospital and home. Yet another
travelled to Hong Kong for a bottle of mangosteen skin juice with a
booklet explaining how this miracle juice had helped many to fight
the deadly disease.

The Final Visit

Fund-raising for Hisham began in April 2006. By 10 May 2006, about
S$46,000 was collected, all of which was disbursed to his family two
weeks after his passing at a tea session hosted for his family by Assoc
Prof Cheah Horn Mun, Dean of Foundation Programmes. Two days
before his death, Prof Goh and I visited him at home. He insisted on
being helped to the living room to receive Prof Goh and he was dressed
smartly, in a bright red T-shirt and track pants.

With his ability to keep death at bay every time it stood knocking,
in all my naïveté, I truly believed that a miracle would happen and
that he would triumph over the beast. Alas, in the wee hours of 12
May 2006, an SMS message informed us that Hisham had passed
away. I felt cheated.

Later, at the house of mourning, we heard that Hisham was running
a high fever the night before and had to be sent to hospital. In his
last few waking moments, he greeted and waved to his two children.

Award of First-ever Posthumous Degree

A few months have passed and I have felt myself mature because
cancer also claimed the lives of my colleague at English Language and
Literature and an uncle. I stopped feeling cheated but in my grief, I
began to see life in its proper perspective. My bosses have commented
that I have matured. For this, I owe Hisham a huge debt of gratitude
as he made me overcome my fear of hospitals and sickness as he
always behaved like a healthy person who would wave furiously from
his bed whenever I visited. As he was at the height of his life when
he lost the battle to cancer at age 35, we must never take life for
granted. Life is short and we need to accomplish all the good we want
for others before our turn is up.

On 24 July 2006, Hisham’s wife (below, fifth from right) received the
award of the Bachelor of Arts (Education) with Merit posthumously
on behalf of her husband. This posthumous award highlights a very
humane aspect of Nanyang Technological University, one that rewards
those who have triumphed over adversity. I hope that this account
will go a long way to inspire his children about their father’s
achievement in the midst of adversity.

What Started Off as Friendship
Became a Lesson About
Life Instead
A Tribute to Mohamed Hisham Bin Osman
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Caring Teacher Awards 2006 3 Oct 06 Orchard Hotel Assoc Prof Nick Aplin
Email: nicholas.aplin@nie.edu.sg

Advanced Diploma/Advanced Postgraduate 6 Oct 06 Lecture Theatre 2, NIE Ms Serena Yuen
Diploma Graduation Ceremony Email: serena.yuen@nie.edu.sg 

Art Exhibition - The Relationship of Shakthi
& Lord Shiva

10 - 21 Oct 06 Plastique Kinetic Worms
61 Kerbau Road

Mr Binh Nguyen
Email: binh.nguyen@nie.edu.sg

Artist Talk by Ms Amanda Heng - Collaboration as
an Approach to Art-Making

11 Oct 06 Lecture Theatre 19, NTU Mrs Cecily Cheo
Email: cecily.cheo@nie.edu.sg

Leaders in Education Programme Graduation
Dinner 2006

17 Oct 06 Meritus Mandarin Hotel Ms Mae Chan
Email: meipoh.chan@nie.edu.sg

Workshop by the Thau Yong Musical Association 18 Oct 06 Recital & Ensemble
Room (3-01-01), NIE

Asst Prof Eugene Dairianathan
Email: eugene.d@nie.edu.sg

Art Exhibition 22 Oct - 5 Nov 06 Plastique Kinetic Worms
61 Kerbau Road

Mr Binh Nguyen
Email: binh.nguyen@nie.edu.sg

Enrichment Programme for Postgraduate Diploma
in Education (Secondary) January 2006 Intake

Nov 06 NIE Campus Mrs Jessica Tan
Email: jessica.wong@nie.edu.sg

7th Singapore Biology Olympiad - Theory Tests Nov 06 Gymnasium, NIE Assoc Prof Shirley Lim
Email: shirley.lim@nie.edu.sg

7th Singapore Biology Olympiad - Practical Tests Nov 06 Natural Sciences &
Science Education
Biology Laboratories, NIE

Assoc Prof Shirley Lim
Email: shirley.lim@nie.edu.sg

School Coordinating Mentor Briefing 10 Nov 06 Lecture Theatre 1, NIE Ms Abby Lim
Email: puayyin.lim@nie.edu.sg

Nanyang Research Programme Symposium 18 Nov 06 NIE Campus Assoc Prof Paul Lee
Email: paul.lee@nie.edu.sg

International Science Education Conference 2006 22 - 24 Nov 06 NIE Campus Asst Profs Ho Boon Tiong & Lee Yew Jin
Email: boontiong.ho@nie.edu.sg &
yewjin.lee@nie.edu.sg

8th Southeast Asian Geographers’ Association
Conference

28 - 30 Nov 06 Nanyang Girls’ High School Prof Ooi Giok Ling
Email: giokling.ooi@nie.edu.sg

Drama Education for Secondary School Teachers 28 - 30 Nov 06 Nanyang Playhouse,
NIE

Ms Madonna Stinson
Email: madonna.stinson@nie.edu.sg

13th Annual Academic Session for Young
Participants

4 - 6 Dec 06 Sentosa Assoc Prof Nick Aplin
Email: nicholas.aplin@nie.edu.sg

11th English in South-east Asia Conference
(ESEA) - English in Asia: Asia in English

12 - 14 Dec 06 Curtin University of
Technology, Perth,
Australia

Ms Katie Dunworth
Deputy Convenor, 11th ESEA Conference

Diploma in Departmental Management Graduation
Ceremony for July 2006 Intake

Jan 07 Civil Service College Ms Mae Chan
Email: meipoh.chan@nie.edu.sg

Diploma in Departmental Management Orientation
for January 2007 Intake

Jan 07 NIE Campus Ms Mae Chan
Email: meipoh.chan@nie.edu.sg

Orientation Programme for Postgraduate Diploma
in Education (Secondary) January 2007 Intake

Jan 07 NIE Campus Mrs Jessica Tan
Email: jessica.wong@nie.edu.sg

Teachers’ Investiture Ceremony 17 Jan 07 Nanyang Auditorium,
NTU

Mrs Mak Lek Cher
Email: lekcher.mak@nie.edu.sg

Diploma in School Counselling Graduation
Ceremony

9 Feb 07 Lecture Theatre 1, NIE Ms Serena Yuen
Email: serena.yuen@nie.edu.sg

Leaders in Education Programme Orientation for
March 2007 Intake

Mar 07 NIE Campus Ms Mae Chan
Email: meipoh.chan@nie.edu.sg

International Conference on Character Development
through Service & Experiential Learning

12 - 13 Mar 07 NIE Campus Mrs Jessica Tan
Email: jessica.wong@nie.edu.sg

NIE news

Event Date Venue           Contact Person

17HAPPENINGS
Calendar of Events



NIE news

18

O
newly opened Student Hub with a lyrical
morning of poetry, song and dance. This was
followed by a launch of the English Unit’s on-
line portal.

STP Day serves as a commencement ceremony
for graduating student teachers as well as a
celebration of the year’s achievements. In her
opening address, Ms Seah Suat Eng (Head,
STP) (above, fourth from right) thanked guest
of honour NIE Director Prof Leo Tan for his
guidance and recounted a quote from him: “Don’t
merely teach, teach with a passion!” which then

n 15 August 2006, staff and student
teachers celebrated the eighth Special
Training Programme (STP) Day at the

became the motto of the department. The
highlight of this year’s celebrations was a tribute
paid to Prof Tan by the STP community for having
nurtured and mentored the programme for the

last 10 years. The celebration ended with a video
presentation showcasing his speeches and
memorable moments and a special poetry recital
dedicated to him.

HAPPENINGS

Library Showcases
Resources to Student
Teachers
By Mr Douglas Lau, Library & Information Services Centre

Mother Tongue Community Pays Tribute
to NIE Director
By Ms Anitha Devi Pillai & Ms Dharmine Dhadchana
Moorthy, Special Training Programme

T
facilities (right) and registering those interested in its training classes.
This event espouses the Library’s strategic goal to “develop NIE core
stakeholders into independent and empowered information users, in
support of lifelong learning, information literacy and e-learning
initiatives”. LIBRIS obtained generous sponsorship from UBS Library
Services Pte Ltd, Kinokuniya Book Stores of Singapore Pte Ltd, NIE’s
Campus Book Centre, Select Books Pte Ltd, Hotshot Café and 3M
Library Systems for the event.

Seventeen training classes were held from 15 to 18 August 2006 for
the benefit of 98 student teachers. Feedback from participants was
very encouraging: 98% of the attendees learnt something new at the
workshops while 98.5% of them felt that the courses were well
organised and clearly presented. Comments such as “this course should
be provided to all new student teachers; I am sure it would be very
helpful to them”, “trainers were very willing to explain functions…

he Library and Information Services Centre (LIBRIS) held a
successful roadshow from 10 to 11 August 2006 with the goal
of introducing student teachers to its resources, services and

Functions introduced will definitely help in writing our papers” and
“very friendly staff and comprehensive session for me” from participants
were testament to the positive outcome of these classes.

A series of equally well-received training sessions on using e-databases
to help student teachers prepare their assignments were conducted
on 19 and 21 September 2006.
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BOOK LAUNCHES

Edited by Assoc Prof Michael Koh & Ms May Tan (PhD Candidate),
Physical Education & Sports Science
44 pages, ISBN 007-125283-5
S$10.00, available from McGraw-Hill Education (Asia)

A Guide to Outdoor Experiential Learning

to facilitate the development of their
students. Outdoor adventure has its roots
in an educational concept where concrete
experiences or activities are used as a means
to bring about desired learning outcomes.
The way this can be achieved is through a
process called facilitation. Facilitation takes
place when teachers guide their students
through reflection, generalisation and
application. One of the most important
areas of outdoor adventure is the
management of risk in the outdoors. Risk
management is an attitude and a practice

that needs to be present throughout the
experience. Service learning is another form
of learning from one’s experiences through
participation. A paper on the evidence of
the positive impact of an outdoor
programme on the participating group and
individuals is also presented. There is
nothing more valuable than reflecting
on one’s own experience as leaders in
organising an adventure programme and
thinking about the big picture in the process.
Finally, the real nuts and bolts of camp
organisation are also discussed in the book.
This book will be of help to the outdoor
educator by serving as a reference text for
future outdoor adventure experiences.

T his book is written primarily for
educators who are interested in
using experiential learning methods

T
John Lyle from Leeds Metropolitan University,
UK from 7 to 25 August 2006. Prof Lyle’s
areas of expertise are in coaching theory and
coach education. During his stint, he met up
with senior management of NIE for very
meaningful dialogues.

His public lectures and workshop to PESS and
NIE staff and student teachers, members of

he Physical Education and Sports
Science (PESS) Academic Group hosted
the second E W Barker Professor, Prof

the coaching fraternity in Singapore and the
Singapore Sports Council (SSC), the Singapore
Sports School and the Singapore Physical
Education Association were a record of sorts
for a visiting professor. More than 350
interested people interacted with him on

a professional basis. A PESS
staff is also co-authoring a
chapter on coach education
with him and there is a
poss ib i l i ty  o f  resea rch
collaboration with PESS and
SSC in the near future.

In his assessment of PESS
faculty members, Prof Lyle
shares, “This is an academic
group of high quality and
distinction and compares
favourably indeed with other
institutions with which I have
been  assoc i a ted .  PESS
contributes very significantly
to the development of physical
e d u c a t i o n  a n d  t h e
enhancement of sport in
Singapore… Members of staff

are very well qualified, with appropriate
professional experience, and enjoy an excellent
relationship with students... The whole
academic group has a commitment to the
highest standards and sets high expectations
for both students and faculty.”

E W Barker
Professor
Gives Glowing
Assessment of
PESS Faculty
By Assoc Prof Michael Chia, Head, Physical
Education & Sports Science

HAPPENINGS
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NIE Commemorates 41 Years of Nationhood
By Public & International Relations

Xingnan Primary School pupils charm the audience with skilful manoeuvring
of their ‘diabolos’

Peyrto Quad, made up of second-year Postgraduate Diploma in Education (Physical
Education) student teachers, hastens the pace with their hip hop dance

laps around the NIE Triangle by staff and student teachers
(below), the NIE family congregated for the reading of the
Education Minister’s speech by NIE Director Prof Leo Tan and
recited the Singapore pledge.

NIE News brings memories of the event to you.

IE commemorated Singapore’s 41st year of nationhood
on 8 August 2006 with a simple yet dignified
observance ceremony. Upon the completion of 41N

Students of Special Training Programme perform a fusion dance and song item
entitled Colours of Singapore


