
Professor Leo Tan Awarded Ordre National du Merite
(By Public & International Relations)

Prof Leo Tan, Director of NIE has been made
Officier de l ’Ordre National du Merite. The
award ceremony took place on 13
November 2002 and was hosted by the
Ambassador of France to Singapore,
Mr Michel Filhol.

One of the highest honours to be conferred
by the President of the Republic of France,
this award is given in recognition of Prof
Tan’s invaluable contributions made
towards enhancing cooperation between
France and Singapore in the field of

science. This includes the successful joint
project of collaborative research on

aeroponic culture (cultivation of
whole plants with their roots fed by
an air/water nutrient mist) between
NIE and CIRAD-Forêts. The project,
undertaken jointly by scientists from
NIE and CIRAD-Forêts aims to
produce quality saplings on a large
scale for the efficient establishment
of softwood forests in the region.

Created by a decree dated 3
December 1963, the National Order
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(from left) Mr Michel Filhol and Prof Leo Tan

of Merit is the youngest of the French
Orders and is the second order of
chivalry to have been created by
General de Gaulle. The National

Order of Merit rewards distinguished merit in a public post, civilian or military, or in the exercise of a private activity.

Prof Tan now joins a small elite group of fellow Asian recipients which include Singapore’s Philip Yeo, Chairman, Economic
Development Board, (1997), Japan’s Dr Takaheshi Sugimura, Managing Director and President Emeritus, National Cancer Centre
(1996) as well as Thailand’s Mr Boonsithi Chokwatana, Chairman, I.C.C. International Public Co. Ltd.

Our heartiest congratulations to Prof Tan!

Continued on Page 12...

The Editorial Committee
of NIE News

wishes all a happy and prosperous New Year



NIE, the gateway to teacher training, sees some 2,000 trainee teachers passing through her hands each year. It is indeed
heartening to see some former trainees returning as staff members. Currently, the most gratifying piece of news in Mathematics
& Mathematics Education (MME) is that we have a “four-generation family tree” of lecturer-student relationships.

Assoc Prof Lee Peng Yee sowed the seed of the MME Family Tree at the National University of Singapore. The gifted mathematician
was the PhD supervisor of Assoc Prof Lim-Teo Suat Khoh. Assoc Prof Lim, the current Head of MME, joined NIE in 1987.
Seven years later, Assoc Prof Lee came to NIE and served as a staff and Head of the then Mathematics Division for eight years.
In Assoc Prof Lim’s very own words, “His dedication and energy for research is just inspirational. He was a great blessing to
me, not only as a supervisor but also as my mentor when I took over as Head, MME.”

After returning from his Public Service Commission Overseas Teaching
Scholarship, Asst Prof Ang Keng Cheng extended the same sapling. He
was taught by Assoc Prof Lim in his Postgraduate Diploma in Education
(PGDE) programme (the then Diploma in Education) in 1987 and joined
NIE as a lecturer in 1996. The evergreen tree had its newest branch in
2001, when Asst Prof Teo Kok Ming, a PGDE student of Asst Prof Ang in
1997, was welcomed into the MME family.

All members share a deep passion for mathematics education. There are
other family trees in MME although with fewer generations. Perhaps it is
the hope of everyone in MME that more family trees will flourish and
prosper in the years to come, bringing inspiration for our trainee teachers
to continue the development of good mathematics teaching in Singapore.

Four-generation family tree: (from left)
Assoc Prof Lee Peng Yee, Assoc Prof Lim-Teo Suat Khoh,

Asst Prof Ang Keng Cheng and Asst Prof Teo Kok Ming

The TALL MME Family Tree
(By Ms Chua Kwee Gek and Ms Dawn Ng, Mathematics & Mathematics Education)
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further enhance mutual understanding
of the educational environment in
which each operates. NIE’s standing as
an education institute of distinction,
will also gain prominence in the
international scene.

“Not only will the trainee teachers and
postgraduate students benefit from such
a MOU, but teachers as well”, Mr
Chiang commented. He explained that
part of the summer holidays in China
coincided with the semester break in
the schools in Singapore. During this
period, NIE could invite academic staff
from ECNU to conduct summer courses
at NIE for the professional development
of teachers in the teaching of the
Chinese Language. ECNU is rated as
one of the top universities for teacher
training in China.

The three-year MOU is another step
forward in NIE’s move towards
collaboration with other prestigious
overseas institutions such as Melbourne
University in Australia and the
University of Pennsylvania in the USA.

NIE has signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) to co-operate
in various areas of mutual interest with
East China Normal University (ECNU).

Mr Chiang Chie Foo, Permanent
Secretary, Ministry of Education as well
as Chairman, NIE Council and Prof
Wang Jianpan, President, ECNU
formalised the arrangement on 14
October 2002 in Shanghai, People’s
Republic of China.

The MOU provides a framework where
arrangements can be made for
postgraduate students to pursue
academic modules in the partner
university, earn credits and be allowed
to transfer these credits back to their
home institution. Staff exchange is also
facilitated under the MOU, offering an
excellent opportunity for synergistic
partnership to be established.

With the signing of the MOU, a formal
framework is also put in place for the
development of joint research
programmes, joint seminars and joint
conferences. Such collaboration will

Memorandum of Understanding Signed
With East China Normal University

(By Public & International Relations)
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NIE welcomed Lieutenant-General Lim
Chuan Poh (Chief of Defence Force) on
29 August 2002. He was accompanied
by Rear-Admiral Simon Ong
(Commandant, SAFTI Military Institute),
Colonel Sukh Singh (Head, SAF
Advanced School/Commander Army
Officer Advanced School), Lieutenant-
Colonel Karuna s/o Ramanathan (Head,
Joint Training Development Branch,
Joint Operations and Planning
Directorate), Lieutenant-Colonel Mak
Kum Wah (Military Assistant to Chief
of Defence Force) and Lieutenant-
Colonel Anthony Chan (Head,
Instructional Technology Centre).

After the welcome address by Prof Leo
Tan (Director, NIE), Prof S Gopinathan
(Dean, Foundation Programmes) gave

Visit by Lieutenant-General Lim Chuan Poh,
Chief of Defence Force

(By Public & International Relations)

an overview of NIE’s initial teacher
training programmes. This was
followed by presentations on
in-service programmes by Assoc Prof
Lee Sing Kong (Dean, Graduate
Programmes & Research) and Life
Sciences in NIE by Assoc Prof Diong
Cheong Hoong (Head, Natural
Sciences).

The delegation was brought
on a tour of the Library &
Information Services Centre
(LIBRIS), an information
t e c h n o l o g y - e n r i c h e d
learning hub, conducted by
Mrs Isabel Yeo (Head, LIBRIS).
Assoc Prof Teo-Koh Sock
Miang (Associate Dean,
Physical Education) gave an

insight into research and development
by the Physical Education & Sports
Science faculty at the Biomechanics
and Exercise Physiology Laboratories.
The tour ended at the Greenhouse

where Assoc Prof Diong
demonstrated the
application of
a e r o p o n i c s
technology.

Prof Leo Tan (right) presenting a token of appreciation to
Lieutenant-General Lim Chuan Poh

NIE Staff Get Active for NTU Active Day
(By Mr Raymond Loh, Director’s Office)

The NTU ACTIVE Day, which took place on 13 September
2002, was graced by NTU’s President, Dr Cham Tao Soon. It
was a day in which staff got together to exercise in support of
the National Healthy Lifestyle Campaign. After all, ‘active’ is
short for All Companies Together In Various Exercises.

For this year, the NTU Healthy Lifestyle Committee, headed
by Assoc Prof Quek Jin Jong (Principal Officer), organised
the Sports For Life walk test for staff who were required to
walk around the two kilometre track as fast as they can, five
times. Their finish time and heart rate were taken, and a fitness
index was calculated for each participant.

Ms Shirley Lim, a staff of NIE’s English Language & Literature
Academic Group, achieved a “very good” fitness rating. She ranked just one step short of “excellent” in the five-category
rating. Shirley, who also participated regularly in the NIE triangle walk-jog on Thursday mornings, is a gold achiever.

Said Shirley, “I enjoy the triangle run very much.
It makes me feel very much better, and more
energetic. I try not to miss my triangle run. I feel
that running around the campus with shady trees
makes it more enjoyable and less tiring.”
According to Shirley, the triangle run replaces
her daily exercise walk to work in NIE’s former
Bukit Timah Campus.

ACTIVE Day concluded with a mid-day health
exhibition and bazaar at the Nanyang
Auditorium. There was also a lucky draw, and
the grand prize was won by Ms Irene Peh of
Centre for IT Services, NTU. Winners all, their strategy is to eat less salt, sugar and exercise, exercise, exercise.

At the walk

At the bazaar
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Towards the Premiere of Malay Scholarship -
Theme for Second International Conference on

Malay Language, Literature and Culture
(By Mdm Saeda Buang, Asian Languages & Cultures)

intellectual search in the realm of
knowledge for the betterment of the
community and mankind”.

The conference received wide media
coverage. In particular, Berita Harian
gave extensive coverage to Assoc Prof
Kamsiah’s paper on “Research
Findings on the Fallacy of Malay
Children’s Inabilities in Mathematical
Skills”, Dr Roksana Bibi Abdullah’s
findings on the declining use of the

The Second International Conference
on Malay Language, Literature and
Culture, themed Towards The
Premiere of Malay Scholarship, was
organised by the Asian Languages &
Cultures Academic Group, NIE.
Dr Yaacob Ibrahim, Acting Minister for
Community Development and Sports
and also Minister-in-charge of Muslim
Affairs, graced the official opening.

The conference, which spanned three
days from 1 to 3 September 2002 in
the Plaza Hotel, was well attended by
over 200 local and international
delegates. It provided a good platform
for educationists and Malay Language
enthusiasts to exchange ideas on the
theme-related issues and to deliberate
on the papers presented by 43
academics from Brunei Darussalam,
Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, Russia,
Singapore and Thailand.

In her welcome speech, Assoc Prof
Kamsiah Abdullah, Chairman of the
Conference Organising Committee,
highlighted the need for “on-going

Malay language by third generation
Singaporean Malays, and Mr Azhar
Ibrahim’s paper on “Orientalism and
Malay Studies”.

Mr Yatiman Yusof, Senior
Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of
Information, Communications and the
Arts and Chairman of the Malay
Language Council, graciously closed
the event.

Mr Yatiman Yusof (fourth from left) with the Organising Committee of the Conference

T h e
FastTrack@School
Seminar is an
annual event
organised by the
Infocommunication
D e ve l o p m e n t
Authority of
Singapore (IDA)

for principals, teachers and industry
partners.

This year, NIE was invited to co-
organise the event, and the Instructional
Science Academic Group was its
representative. The one-day seminar
was held at the Victoria Junior College
Auditorium on 6 September 2002 and
saw more than 700 participants from
schools, the Ministry of Education and
the industry. It included an exhibition

FastTrack@School Seminar 2002
(By Asst Prof Lim Cher Ping, Instructional Science)
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where schools and industry partners
showcased their products.

The FastTrack@School Programme aims
to help schools jump-start the use of
broadband multimedia content and
applications to enhance teaching and
learning. This is done through the
provision of pervasive broadband access
in schools and at home as well as through
support given in the development of
education content for delivery over
broadband. The FastTrack@School
Programme also encourages the
formation of education consortiums by
the industry, so that integrated solutions
for broadband in the education market
can be developed.

The objective of the seminar was to
acquaint schools with the art of

integrating emerging technologies
(namely, broadband, wireless and
palmtop) into their teaching and
learning.

Three distinguished professors were
invited to the seminar - Asst Prof Sasha
Barab (Indiana University), Assoc Prof
Lee Kar Tin (Hong Kong Institute of
Education) and Assoc Prof Sue
Trinidad (Curtin University). Assoc Prof
Philip Wong (Head, Instructional
Science, NIE) chaired the plenary
session.

Asst Prof Sasha
Barab addressing
the participants

Students at the seminar
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The Alumni and Endowment
Committee would like to thank
everyone for joining in the Alumni Day
celebrations on 14 September 2002.

The programme was certainly
entertaining and meaningful.
Highlights included sharing by Ms
Janet Chua, Nan Hua Primary School,
Mdm Stacey Low, Tanglin Secondary
School and Mr Chuah Soon Ann,
Jurong Institute, recipients of the
National-Level Caring Teacher Awards
2002, songs by our very own trainee
teachers, Ray (Physical Education &
Sports Science) and the Visual &
Performing Arts Group as well as
special guest appearance by Jack Neo,
the well-known local and
international entertainer.

All present also had a chance to
explore the new Learning Hub at the
Library & Information Services Centre,
observe some rehearsals and
performances at the Nanyang
Playhouse and a visit to the colourful
and thought-provoking displays at the
Art Gallery.

The celebrations continued at the

Auditorium on the main NTU campus,
where alumni of all the different
Schools met prior to the special
biennial Alumni Service Award
ceremony.

Alumni Scholarship

Alumni (excluding candidates
sponsored by the Ministry of
Education) will be pleased to note that
with effect from academic year 2002/
2003, they or their children/siblings
will be eligible to apply for the Alumni
scholarship as defined below:

i) Alumni of the Teachers’ Training
College (TTC), Institute of Education
(IE), College of Physical Education
(CPE) and NIE who pursued higher
degree courses; and

ii) Students who are children or
siblings of the University’s alumni
doing the undergraduate courses in
NIE.

The funds for the scholarships were
made available through the generosity
of our graduating class, senior alumni,
parents of our existing students,

corporations, professional bodies, and
many individuals. Each award is
valued at $3,000 and is tenable only
for the academic year in which it is
awarded.

Online application for the Alumni
scholarship will be open sometime in
June/July 2003 at http://
www.ntu.edu.sg/registrar/scholarship/
app_scholarship.htm.

Shortlisted candidates will be
interviewed and selected by the NTU
Scholarship Selection Committee. In
making its recommendations, the
Selection Committee shall consider
the candidate’s academic records and
financial circumstances. Preference
will be given to Singaporeans or
Permanent Residents. President of
NTU will award the scholarship(s)
based on the recommendations of the
Selection Committee.

The scholar may not,
without the
approval of the
President of
NTU, hold
any other
a w a r d
concurrently.

NIE Alumni Day
(By Public & International Relations)

Performance by our trainee teachers

Guest appearance by Jack Neo

Conferment of Fellow of Teachers’ Network Title
(By Public & International Relations)

The following NIE staff have been conferred the Fellow of Teachers’ Network Title for the year 2002:

• Prof Lee Sing Kong (Senior Fellow)
• Prof S Gopinathan (Senior Fellow)
• Dr David Howard Tripp (Fellow)
• Mr Ho Boon Tiong (Fellow); and
• Mr Kalaimani s/o Retnasamy (Fellow)

The title was introduced by Rear-Admiral (NS) Teo Chee Hean, Minister for Education and Second Minister for Defence, at
the launch of the Teachers’ Network in April 1998. This conferment is for outstanding teachers and academicians who have
contributed significantly to the Teachers’ Network.
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E-Festival 2002
(By Public & International Relations)

NIE launched its E-Festival 2002 on 28 September 2002.
Themed IT RaP : IT in Research and Pedagogy, the E-Festival
exemplified NIE’s commitment towards using Information
and Communications Technology (ICT) in teaching and
learning. Mr Chiang Chie Foo, Permanent Secretary, Ministry
of Education and Chairman, NIE Council was the Guest-of-
Honour for the event.

The highlights of the event were as follows:

i) Opening of Online Conference, “Towards Excellence in
E-Pedagogies” by the Guest-of-Honour. The two-day
conference on 30 September and 1 October 2002 was hosted
on the Arel-IDEAL platform and functioned as a two-way
communication tool. E-Learning experts, Dr David Jonassen,
Dr Janette Ring and Dr Daniel Churchill participated in the discussions and chatted with online conference participants.

ii) Launching of LearningHub@LIBRIS, an information technology-enriched learning hub with web-based resources, video-
on-demand materials and interactive multimedia devices for learning. The Automated Disc-Dispensing Machine (ADM),
first-of-its-kind, was also unveiled. ADM allows quick select and speedy dispense/return of CD and DVD materials.

iii) Demonstration of NIE Portal (Staff) - This portal makes administrative processes more efficient. With the portal, NIE
moves a step towards achieving a more paperless environment. Other interesting features of the portal include a calendar
for making announcements, a personalised photo album and an instant messaging service.

iv) Exhibition of some 30 projects by NIE staff on enhancing ICT in teaching and learning, plus demonstration of wireless
capability. It provided a platform for staff from the different Academic Groups in NIE to share with one another their
respective ICT projects. The exhibits also illustrated the application of wireless technology in teaching and learning.

Since 1999, NIE has been organising
an annual Corporate Seminar for its
academic and administrative/
professional staff to discuss workplans
for the forthcoming year based on
specified themes. The theme for the
inaugural session in 1999 was Towards
a Shared Vision. Other themes in the
subsequent years were: Building a
Teacher Training Institute of Distinction
(2000), New Paradigm, New
Environment, New Ways of Working
(2001).

NIE had its fourth Corporate
Seminar with the theme Towards
Distinction: Bold Ideas, Multiple
Approaches on 19 November
2002. Officiated by Mr Tharman
Shanmugaratnam, Senior Minister
of State for Education and Trade &
Industry, the objective was for
staff to brainstorm bold ideas on
how NIE could move towards
achieving the vision of an
Institute of Distinction,
both locally and

internationally, and to suggest
appropriate approaches for
achieving it. Some
420 academic and
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e /
professional staff formed 26 discussion
groups, each group focusing on one of
the five key areas of NIE’s operations:
Pre-service, In-service, Postgraduate,
Research and Administration.  Besides
seeking bold ideas and suggestions and
multiple approaches from staff in

NIE Corporate Seminar 2002
(By Ms Chan Guet Har, Strategic Planning & Corporate Services)

realising NIE’s vision of being an
Institute of Distinction, the seminar also
served as a corporate gathering for staff
to interact and get to know each other.
Based on the feedback received, the
objectives of the seminar had definitely
been met.

Staff and trainee teachers viewing the ICT project

Staff at the seminar

Guest-of-Honour: Mr Tharman Shanmugaratnam
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“For today and everyday of your life,
find a way to do some good for
someone less fortunate.”

That was President S R Nathan’s call
to Singaporeans during last year’s
President’s Challenge. This year, wide
participation by Singaporeans at a
time when the economy is in
recession, saw a gratifying $6.3

million raised from 29 August to
8 September 2002.

On our part, NIE raised a total of
$10,585 through the Heart Bus, a
service 179 SBS Transit double-decker
bedecked with some 1,538 heart
stickers. For a donation of $10 by staff
and $5 by trainee teachers, donors
would sign their names on a heart

NIE Heart Bus
(By Public & International Relations)

sticker and receive a souvenir magnet
for each donation. The NIE Heart Bus,
as it was affectionately known, plied
around the NTU campus from
September to December 2002
bearing the NIE logo.

Mr Sim Cheng Tee (Divisional
Director, Corporate Planning &
Development) and Ms Sharon Eng
(Vice-President, Trainee Teachers’
Club) both received a plaque and
certificate of appreciation on behalf
of NIE from President Nathan at the
Istana on 15 October 2002.

More details on the President’s
Challenge can be found
at the following website:
www.presidentschallenge.org.sg.

10 Years of Service

Asst Prof Ee Leong Choo, Jessie
Specialised Education

Asst Prof Kwan Khuan Dai, Celina
Specialised Education

Asst Prof Carolyn Tan-Niam
Specialised Education

Asst Prof Heng Huan Gek, Mary Anne
Specialised Education

Mr Chua Chee Lay
Asian Languages & Cultures

Asst Prof Abbas Mohd Shariff
Asian Languages & Cultures

Assoc Prof Goh Kim Chuan
Humanities & Social Studies Education

Asst Prof Larry Francis Hilarian
Visual & Performing Arts

Asst Prof Michael Charles McNeill
Physical Education & Sports Science

Asst Prof Leong Lai Keun
Physical Education & Sports Science

Asst Prof Tan Cher Chay, John
Physical Education & Sports Science

Asst Prof Chia Yong Hwa, Michael
Physical Education & Sports Science

Asst Prof Chin Hui Li, Christine
Science & Technology Education

Assoc Prof Lee Kam Wah, Lucille
Science & Technology Education

Assoc Prof Teo Beng Chong
Mathematics & Mathematics Education

Assoc Prof Khoo Lian Ee
Natural Sciences

Assoc Prof Chu Chit Kay
Natural Sciences

Assoc Prof Gan-Yap Yik Yuen
Natural Sciences

Assoc Prof Gan Leong Huat
Natural Sciences

Assoc Prof Cheah Horn Mun
Natural Sciences

Ms Leong Lai Chee, Joyce
Human Resource

Ms Loi Sai Bay
Library & Information Services Centre

Mrs Chew-Ooi Lian Ping
Library & Information Services Centre

Mdm Pang Vui Yun, Lydia
Human Resource & Finance

Mdm Lee Siew Kheng, Sally
Finance

Mr Abu Bakar Bin Ariffin
Strategic Planning & Corporate Services

Mdm Foo Lin Ying
Development & Estate

Mr Abdul Kamal Bin Ahmed
Instructional Science

Miss Lim Low Lan, Shirley
English Language & Literature

Mrs Lim-Ang Ah Buan
Natural Sciences

Ms Tazila Bte Sufa’at
Library & Information Services Centre

Miss Ng Moey Soon
Library & Information Services Centre

Long Service Awards 2002
We would like to congratulate the following staff who received their Long Service Awards on
21 September 2002.
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10 Years of Service

15 Years of Service

Assoc Prof Leslie Sharpe
Policy & Management Studies

Assoc Prof Pamela Jean Sharpe
Specialised Education

Ms Chua Seok Hong
English Language & Literature

Asst Prof Nicholas Giles Aplin
Physical Education & Sports Science

Assoc Prof Teo-Koh Sock Miang
Physical Education & Sports Science

Asst Prof Wan Yoke Kum
Science & Technology Education

Mr Razak Bin Abdul Hamid
Finance

Mr Cheang Kum Seng
Centre for IT in Education

20 Years of Service

Assoc Prof Low Guat Tin
Policy & Management Studies

Mrs Tok-Tan Kok Mui
Student & Academic Services

Mrs Ng-Hoe Mee Lian
Finance

Mr Cheng Kok Hua
Instructional Science

Mdm Faridah Bte Taib
English Language & Literature

Mdm Vasanthi d/o Marimuthu
Physical Education & Sports Science

25 Years of Service

Mdm Jaiton Bte Ibrahim
Psychological Studies

Mrs Choong Ah Lan, Michelle
Finance

Mrs Chan-Chua Lee Kiang
Science & Technology Education

Mrs Low Chwee Tee nee Sze
Mathematics & Mathematics Education

30 Years of Service

Prof Chew Cheng Hai
Asian Languages & Cultures

Assoc Prof Chin Long Fay
Science & Technology Education

35 Years of Service 40 Years of Service

Mdm Wong Cheong Yeok
Development & Estate

Mr Hussain Bin Saaid
Graduate Programmes & Research

Mr Quek Hock Teng
Student & Academic Services

Seconded Teachers from the Ministry of Education

Dr Ng Wee Leng
Mathematics & Mathematics Education

Miss Low Siew Hsien
Science & Technology Education

Mr Anwari B Khairuddin
Physical Education & Sports Science

15 Years of Service 20 Years of Service

Miss Ng Chiew Hong
English Language & Literature

Mrs Jo Ann Shek
English Language & Literature

Mrs Lenden-Hitchcock Yim Ping
Mathematics & Mathematics Education

Mdm Boon Suan Loy Zoe
Policy & Management Studies

Mr Kalaimani s/o Retnasamy
Asian Languages & Cultures

NIE played host to several groups of
primary and secondary school students
in October 2002 when they participated
in the Mathematics Trail, a hands-on
approach to learning mathematics.

A team from the Association of
Mathematics Educators designed the
Pascal Trail and the Archimedes Trail,
both of which were conducted by
Zenitant Pte Ltd, an educational
consultancy company.

The Pascal Trail catered to the primary
level students whose participants were
from the Queenstown Primary School.
Pupils were seen having an enjoyable
time exploring the NIE campus in teams
to complete the Trail. Likewise, the
Archimedes Trail which catered to
lower secondary students, saw pupils
from Tanjong Katong Girls, Greenridge
Secondary and Henderson Secondary
completing their Trail. The teachers who

accompanied the students also had the
opportunity of touring the NIE campus.

The aim of the Mathematics Trail is to
encourage teachers to use a variety of
ways to facilitate the learning of
mathematics. Such events help foster
closer ties between NIE and the
schools.

Maths Trail at NIE
(By Asst Prof Yeap Ban Har, Ms Chua Kwee Gek and Ms Dawn Ng, Mathematics & Mathematics Education)

Corporate Affairs
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English
Language
Resource

Building Camp
2002

(By Asst Prof Phillip Towndrow,
English Language & Literature)

Over 50 secondary school teachers
participated in the inaugural English
Language Resource Building Camp
2002 which took place from 7 to 8
November 2002. It was jointly
organised by the English Language &
Literature  (ELL) Academic Group, NIE
and the Information Technology
Training Branch, Education Technology
Division, Ministry of Education (MOE).

The event was a platform for colleagues
in the schools to work together in
planning and developing useful IT
resources for language teaching. There
were workshop sessions for participants
to reflect on their current teaching
methods. Participants also explored
ways in which they could add value to
their lessons through the use of IT tools
like Inspiration, the popular
brainstorming and concept-mapping
software package, and the design of
WebQuests, an inquiry-based approach
to research on the internet.

Facilitators noticed that groups were
responsive to sharing their knowledge
and experience freely within the
context of helping students learn more
effectively. In fact, as teams exchanged
ideas, it also became abundantly clear
that teachers were eager to take on the
challenge of integrating IT into the
English Language curriculum.

The camp ended on a high note with
teachers vowing to return to their
schools to try out new ideas in their
departments. In celebration of the
success of the camp, a CD-ROM was
distributed to all participants in
December. It contained all the teaching
and resources developed during the
camp.

NIE and the British Council co-organised a talk entitled
Joinedupdesignforschools in UK by John Sorrell for NIE staff,
trainee and art teachers on 7 November 2002.

Mr Sorrell and Frances Sorrell established the Sorrell
Foundation in 1999 with the aim of inspiring creativity

in young people and improving quality
of life through design.
Joinedupdesignforschools was the
Foundation’s first initiative, piloted
in 2001. It joined up British designers
with schools to demonstrate how

design and creativity can improve the quality of life and learning in schools.

Mr Sorrell added, “This is all about finding a new way to inspire schoolchildren
and encourage their creativity while simultaneously using the intelligence and
power of the world’s best design industry to solve some of the problems faced by
schools across the country.” In each case, school students become the client and
provide a brief for the design companies to produce concepts in response to it.

In his presentation, Mr Sorrell elaborated on the Joinedupdesignforschools process
and how it built self-confidence and belief in the students and school communities.

JoinedUpDesignforSchools
in UK

(By Public & International Relations)

Teaching Physical Activity Through
Video And Computer Technology

(By Asst Prof John Tan, Physical Education & Sports Science)

In physical education and sports, the
human movement is often described,
analysed, compared or explained with
words and at best with still pictures.
This means that a teacher has to
translate a physical performance into
words and the learner has to interpret
the words and put into action. It is not
surprising that this mode of
communication may be met with
disappointing results. But with the
coming of age of “Instructional
Technology”, it is possible to
communicate the quality of a physical
performance vividly and quantify it
accurately via video and computer
technology. This approach uses video
recording of a performance, and
quantifying it using a computer
software called Silicon Coach.

Silicon Coach allows two video clips
to be replayed simultaneously. This
will allow a comparison between the
two different performances – usually
an expert and a learner. The teacher
and student can compare the
movement features of one

performance against another visually,
and repeatedly as required.
Additionally, the software allows the
graphics to be superimposed onto the
image, highlighting key elements of a
movement. The software also provides
for measurement of angles, distances
and speed on the video clips.

In an effort to explore the use of this
technology in teaching and learning
physical skills, Asst Prof John Tan and
Asst Prof Michael Koh (both from
Physical Education & Sports Science)
conducted a gymnastics module for
physical education trainee teachers
using this video computer technology
as a teaching and learning tool. They
found that the use of this technology
was effective in providing visual
demonstrations and feedback. This
approach also assists in the acquisition
of gymnastic skills. The use of this
technology can also enhance
observation skills and therefore enable
teachers to provide effective feedback.
They intend to extend this technology
to the teaching of other physical skills.
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Ms Joy Lee, MOE (left) and Mr Michael
Vallance, ELL (second from left) facilitating a

discussion with teachers
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Thirty-five senior educators received their
Leaders in Education Programme (LEP)
certificates at a graduation dinner on 22
October 2002 at the Grand Copthorne
Waterfront Hotel Singapore.

”NIE has an excellent programme in the
LEP. The LEP already enjoys keen
international interest and has the
potential to set the benchmark for the
industry.  With LEP as its anchor, NIE is
well positioned to be recognised as a hub
of excellence in the field of school
leadership preparation, and build up a
strong branding in that area”, said the
Guest-of-Honour, Rear-Admiral (NS) Teo
Chee Hean, Minister for Education and
Second Minister for Defence in his
address.

The LEP is a six-month full-time training
programme for talented educators
selected by the Ministry of Education for
principalship. Started in March 2002, the
LEP is a highly intensive, executive-type
programme, where participants learn
from experiences in both education and
industry. The programme focuses on
innovation, thereby equipping future
chief executives of schools with the
capability to improve administration and

education practice.

“The programme has indeed
challenged us to examine our roles
as school leaders in the new
educational landscape. This
landscape calls for us to respond
proactively, intelligently and
innovatively to the rapidly changing
and complex new knowledge-based
economy”, added Mdm Chia Poh
Kenn, an LEP participant.

Prof Leo Tan, Director, NIE shared
some words of advice, ”Don’t be
constrained by notions of
effectiveness and best practice. Rather,

Award winners (from left) Mr Tan Soon Yong,
Mdm Shirleen Chee

and Mdm Chia Poh Kenn

International

Prof Paul Morris, President of The Hong
Kong Institute of Education (HKIE) and
his delegation spent a day at NIE on 6
November 2002. He was accompanied
by his colleagues Prof Anna Kindler
(Dean, School of Creative Arts, Science
& Technology), Dr Jack Caldwell
(Academic Exchange Coordinator) and
Mr Norman Ngai (Vice President,
Resources & Administrative Services).

Members of NIE’s senior management
engaged the delegation in discussions on
varying issues pertaining to the Institute’s
role in relation to NTU and the Ministry
of Education (MOE). On corporate
governance, they were informed that NIE
played an important role in the education
system being the only teacher training

institute in Singapore. NIE was
established, not by an act of parliament,
but by the internal statute of NTU and
functions as an autonomous institute of
the NTU. The policy direction for NIE is
set by the NIE Council which comprises
representatives from MOE, the
universities (National University of
Singapore and NTU) as well as the
private sector. Chairman of NIE Council
is the Permanent Secretary (Education),
MOE. The tripartite relationship – NIE,
NTU and MOE – allows for good flow of
information on happenings in the
schools, and in the institute that trains
teachers for the schools. The trainee
teachers sent to NIE are all salaried
employees of MOE. NIE establishes close
cooperation with MOE through school

attachment programmes as part of the
trainees’ practicum. NIE is also an
integral part of NTU by providing a
broadening of curriculum to NTU
students. NIE’s programmes are open to
NTU students as General Electives like
humanities, arts and science.

Lunch was hosted by Prof Leo Tan,
Director, NIE. This was followed by a tour
of Library & Information Services Centre
(LIBRIS), conducted by Mrs Isabel Yeo
(Head, LIBRIS) and a viewing of the
Teaching & Learning Environment of the
Future facilities, organised by Assoc Prof
Philip Wong (Head, Instructional
Science).

Visit by Professor Paul Morris, President, The Hong Kong
Institute of Education

(By Public & International Relations)

aim to move beyond best practice and
set the standards others will follow. The
future excellence of our Singapore
educational system lies not in simply
following others, but in taking the
lead.”

Award Winners

Dr Ruth Wong Medal

Mdm Shirleen Chee was awarded with
this medal for the best performance in
the LEP’s innovation project.

Academy of Principals Prize for
Leadership Learning

Mr Tan Soon Yong received a book
prize of $300 for demonstrating the
highest level of learning across LEP.

Lee Kuan Yew Leaders in Education
Programme Award

Mdm Chia Poh Kenn received a plaque
and $1,000 cash award for the best
overall performance in the LEP.

Leaders in Education Programme Graduation Dinner
(By Public & International Relations)
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Trainee Teachers Affair

MOE Team 2 comprising trainee teachers
(from left) Mr Koh Chon Kiat, Vincent,

Mr Fauroni Bin Sukhaimi and Mr Chew Han Ei

Trainee teachers from NIE spearheaded
the Ministry of Education (MOE) teams
to clinch an unprecedented victory in the
Public Service Scrabble Competition this
year.

The STAR Scrabble Competition is an
annual tournament hotly contested by the
ministries and statutory boards. Since its
inception, veteran teams such as Housing
& Development Board (HDB) and JTC
Corporation (JTC), which boast many
Singaporean Masters Scrabble players,
took turns to take home the championship
cup. This year, there were a total of 34
teams from 20 participating organisations.

Although the two newly-formed MOE
teams were taking part for the first time
in this competition, they were not new
to the Scrabble scene as three of the six
players were ranked Master players by
the Singapore Scrabble Association.
MOE teams quickly went on a giant-
killing spree in the first few games of the
tournament. MOE Team 2 comprising
three NIE trainee teachers, Mr Koh Chon
Kiat, Vincent, Mr Fauroni Bin Sukhaimi
and Mr Chew Han Ei, trounced perennial
winners JTC in the semi-finals and
progressed to the finals against the
veteran team from Civil Aviation
Authority of Singapore.

In a nail-biting finish, the captain of the
MOE teams, Han Ei, and player Vincent,
used their experience and superior word
power to overcome their opponents’
better luck of draw of the tiles. With those
wins secured, MOE emerged the
champions of the tournament.

Window to the World
of Commerce – The

Commerce Teachers’
Seminar 2002

(By Dr Michael Pucci, Humanities &
Social Studies Education)

Some 240 participants came together on
28 September 2002 to network, learn
new ideas and keep abreast of recent
developments in the industry through the
Window to the World of Commerce, a
seminar jointly organised by the
Humanities & Social Studies Education
(HSSE) Academic Group of NIE, the

Singapore Society of Commerce
Teachers and the Singapore
Polytechnic’s School of Business.

The chief focus of the seminar was the
need to design and implement a
curriculum that was relevant and that
addressed the challenges of the
knowledge-based economy. Tried and
tested ways may be good now, but could
quickly become irrelevant. The
seminar’s recurring theme was the need
to strive for continual improvement and
to harness innovative thinking.

The seminar also provided an
opportunity for facilitating the formation
of an industry-linked network of

Research

teachers of Elements of Office
Administration (EOA) and Principles of
Accounts (POA).

The seminar ended with Ms Koh Noi
Keng’s (HSSE) trainee teachers
showcasing their WebQuest projects to
demonstrate the inquiry approach to the
teaching and learning of EOA and POA,
much to the delight of the participants.

importance of creating a right learning
environment in education. More than
just a book about how teachers could
create positive learning environment for
their students in the USA or Singapore,
Prof Tan emphasised the need for every
NIE staff to do likewise, that is, create
the right learning environment for their
students to learn well. NIE staff must be
seen practising what they preached, and
bring the book to life.

This first-of-its-kind book is a precious
collection of work done by some of the
leaders in the field of learning
environments, most notably Prof Barry J
Fraser. Recent research done in western
countries such as Australia, Canada, The
Netherlands and the USA, and in Asian
countries like Brunei, Indonesia, Korea,
Singapore and Taiwan, has documented
findings that provide convincing
evidence showing a strong correlation

between classroom environments and
learning outcomes. These findings hold
out hope for the improvement of student
learning through the creation of the types
of classroom environments that are
linked to favourable student outcomes.

The book was edited by Assoc Prof Goh
Swee Chiew and Asst Prof Myint Swe
Khine who are both from the NIE’s
Instructional Science Academic Group.
The book can also be purchased
online at www.amazon.com and
www.barnesandnoble.com.

These findings are contained in a newly
published book entitled Studies in
Educational Learning Environment –
An International Perspective, which
was officially launched by NIE’s
Director, Prof Leo Tan on 8 October
2002.

In his address, Prof Tan talked about the

Trainee Teachers Win Public
Service Scrabble Competition 2002

(By Mr Chew Han Ei, trainee teacher)

New Findings
Linked Classroom
Environment with

Student
Outcomes

(By Assoc Prof Goh Swee Chiew,
Instructional Science)

At the Book Launch - (from left) Prof Leo Tan,
Asst Prof Myint Swe Khine and
Assoc Prof Goh Swee Chiew

Participants at the seminar
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ORDRE NATIONAL DU MERITE
French Decoration
The National Order of Merit is one of
the most distinguished French Orders.
It was created to reward French
citizens for their outstanding merits
acquired either in a public office, civil
or military, or in the exercise of a
private activity. Foreigners are also
eligible to receive the National Order
of Merit in recognition of their
dedication to promote ties between
their country and France.

The National Order of Merit or
Ordre National du Merite in French
has three ranks, the highest being the
rank of Commander, followed by
Officer and Knight:

Commander: five years of seniority in
the rank of Officer and the new merits

Officer: seven years of seniority in the
rank of Knight and the new merits

Knight: 15 years of services or activities

History
General Charles de Gaulle signed on
3 December 1963 the decree
instituting the National Order of Merit.
The Order is intended to reward
French civil and military personnel for
their “distinguished merits” in their
respective fields. The President of
France is the Grand Master of the
Order and the Grand Cross by right.

The Chancellor
The Grand Chancellor of the Legion
of Honour is by right Chancellor of
the National Order of Merit and the
Grand Cross. He has the same
responsibilities and roles in the two
national orders.

Council of the Order
The council is presided over by the
Grand Master when he sees fit or by
the Chancellor. It consists of 10
members. They are named by decree
by the President of France. The
Chancellor is also the Grand
Chancellor for the Legion of Honour.

Continued from Page 1...

WELCOME
We welcome the following staff who joined us during the period September to

November 2002:

Foundation Programmes

Mdm Nurashikin Bte Harun
Corporate Support Officer

Special Programmes

Miss Lim Puay Yin
Senior Officer

Policy & Management Studies

Mr Hairon Salleh
Lecturer

Instructional Science

Mrs Jarina Peer
Teaching Fellow

English Language & Literature

Mr S Saravana
Technical Executive

Physical Education & Sports Science

Asst Prof Ch’ng Teck Heong, Alan
Assistant Professor

Mathematics & Mathematics
Education

Mr Ang Kheng Yeong
Technical Executive

Natural Sciences

Asst Prof Kwok Yien Chian
Assistant Professor

Dr Huang Shiyong
Research Fellow

DNA Learning Centre/Natural
Sciences

Miss Isnarti Bte Abdullah
Technical Executive

Public & International Relations

Ms Lee Phing Phing
Head

Computer Services Centre

Mr Cham Chian Moh
Technical Executive

Library & Information Services Centre

Mr Lee Wee Leong
Corporate Support Officer

Mr Peh Eng Gee, Andy
Corporate Support Officer

Mdm Ow Chai Foong, Rina
Corporate Support Officer

Editorial Committee
Editor:

Ms Lee Phing Phing
(Public & International Relations)

Members:

Mr Charles Chew
(Science & Technology Education)

Ms Lynn Chew
(Public & International Relations)

Ms Chiam Ching Leen
(Graduate Programmes & Research)

Mr Aaron Chong
(Public & International Relations)

Ms Chua Kwee Gek
(Mathematics & Mathematics Education)

Assoc Prof Joan Fry
(Physical Education & Sports Science)

Mrs Julie Lim-Tay
(Foundation Programmes)

Asst Prof Shawn Lum
(Natural Sciences)

Asst Prof Ng Aik Kwang
(Psychological Studies)

Asst Prof Norhaida Bte Aman
(Asian Languages & Cultures)

Asst Prof Gillian Potter
(Specialised Education)

Dr Michael Pucci
(Humanities & Social Studies Education)

Asst Prof Marissa Wettasinghe
(Instructional Science)
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