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It is the start of a new semester and I
would like to welcome everyone
back to the NIE. I trust you are all
rested and looking forward to an
upbeat and productive semester.
There is a number of events worth
highlighting over the semester and I
thought I would take this opportunity
to do just that.

Perhaps the biggest event of our calendar in the
short term will be our NIE Open House, which
coincides with our move to Jurong as well as our
10th anniversary as the NIE.  It is a wonderful
opportunity for us to welcome our teaching
colleagues and friends from across NTU and
Singapore to our new campus. We have a festival
of activities and events that reflect our approach
to training teachers for one of the most successful
educational systems in the world. We are
genuinely honoured and proud to be able to
provide this service and to share our work with
the profession.

On 21 August 2001, we welcome our
International Advisory Panel to the NIE. The
wealth of experience and insight these colleagues
from around the world bring to the NIE augurs
well for our future development. They will
provide us with a rich perspective on our research
and teacher training curriculum that can only help
us improve our services. We are very interested
in continuously improving our ability to meet the
needs of the teaching profession in Singapore. I
hope as many of you as possible will get a chance
to meet the panel and to feel free to share your
thoughts and ideas with them.

On the subject of continuous improvement, we
are now working with PricewaterhouseCoopers
Consultants Singapore Pte Ltd.  They were
appointed to undertake what we have called our
Operational Process and Change Review Project
(OPCR). We felt this was necessary since the new
matrix organisation has provided us with many
new challenges, which need to be addressed.
Hopefully, if called upon, you will give our
consultant and the various committees they have
formed your help and support.

In closing, let me wish you once again a happy
and successful semester and thank you in advance
for helping to make NIE an Institute of
Distinction in the region and the world.

We made our move to the Yunnan Garden Campus at the start of the year.
We followed this with our third Corporate Seminar, which gave us the
chance to reflect on future challenges. Now it is time to open our doors
and invite all our friends, associates, partners and colleagues to visit the
campus and sample our services. NIE is holding its Open House on 21
July 2001, in conjunction with the Nanyang Technological University’s
(NTU) 20th Anniversary Celebrations.

Our Prime Minister Mr Goh Chok Tong has suggested that in a knowl-
edge based economy, organisations must become learning organisations.
In the new economy, managers might have to become teachers and
facilitators of organisational renewal and change. Interestingly, the only
tertiary establishment in Singapore responsible for teaching and learning
in organisations, specifically schools, is the NIE.
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(Contributed by Public & International Relations)
NIE Open House

An Invitation to the

Our approaches to school leadership training in the new millennium are
likely to be of interest to managers in all modern day organisations. Just
as private sector organisations can learn from the way schools manage
their learning environment, so too can school leaders learn from the way
corporate organisations are managed. The synergy between these two
contexts could help private sector organisations cope with change and
public sector schools become more accountable. In like manner, the use
of technology in both corporate organisations and schools is equally
pervasive. The NIE has a number of projects to try to understand the
impact of technology on the learning organisation as well as projects
designed to ascertain the effectiveness of Information Technology based
learning. Assoc Prof Philip Wong (Head, Instructional Science) is looking
at the use of Edupad while Assoc Prof Leslie Sharpe (Policy &
Management Studies) is investigating the use of technology for teaching
practice. Assoc Prof Gordon Schmidt (Physical Education & Sports
Science) is looking at inter-generational coronary risk factors in Singapore
school children and their families and Asst Prof Low Ee Ling (English
Language & Literature) explores the acoustic analysis of Singapore
English; to name but a few.

MESSAGE
Director’s

Training College, to the Institute of  Education and the College
of Physical Education, to the NIE at Bukit Timah Campus and
now in the Yunnan Garden Campus. Others are invited to stroll
through our exhibitions to relive the good old days. Parents
could also be curious about how their children’s teachers are
trained. Some visitors might even be considering teaching as a
career for themselves. All in all though, everyone is welcome
to visit and discover the NIE.

On the day, there will be various course-related exhibitions,
modern teaching laboratories will be open and on display. The
Art Gallery and the new theatre will pique the interest of those
interested in the Arts. There will be many opportunities to
participate in hands-on activities planned especially for visitors
right across the new campus. Come and share experiences with
our staff and trainee teachers.

In short, the NIE Open House is an opportunity for the NIE to
showcase its thinking on how learning organisations, such as
schools, can meet the challenges of the knowledge economy.
Our work in preparing initial teachers for the schools is but the
tip of an iceberg of inservice training for developing teachers
and school leaders across the system. Career long professional
development and renewal have become one of the most
important features of the new NIE and will continue to be a
major strategic focus into the future.

Theoretical issues aside, 21 July 2001 is a day for celebration
and a day for fun, enjoyment and reflection. It is the NIE’s 10th

anniversary and can be celebrated on its new state-of-the-art
teacher education campus. It is also a time for sharing celebra-
tions with NTU, which will enjoy its 20th anniversary on the
same day. There will be some visitors curious about the history
of teacher training in Singapore from the Teachers’

...Continued from page 1
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Congratulations to our Teachers of the Year!
(Contributed by Public & International Relations)

YSO : It is uplifting but at the same time stressful as it is important to keep on
striving for pedagogical excellence.

3. What are the attributes of a good teacher?

CK : Be genuine, treat students like your co-learners. Have a sense of humour
and laugh with them.

YSF : In my opinion, it is one who is sincere in helping pupils to learn.

YSO : Enthusiasm for the subject one teaches and a strong desire to enthuse
others ie to share the joy of learning and discovery.

4. Do you think teachers play a great part in moulding the future generation?

CK : Yes, because inevitably teachers are the ones who give students an insight
of what is ahead of them. It is important to encourage positive and constructive
social dispositions in them. It is of no use to have a student who can ace at
every academic subject in school but has no social skills and personal
dispositions to construct a fulfilling life outside of school.

YSF & YSO : Certainly!

5. If given another chance, would you still choose teaching as a career?

CK & YSF : Definitely!

YSO : There is nothing more rewarding than meeting up with former students
who have done well in life and to feel that you have contributed in a small
way to their success. Yes, I will still teach.

6. Any words of advice for aspiring teachers?

CK : Have a life outside of school. Enjoy Singapore and the world, travel and
read. Be excited about living and learning as it will be noticed by your students
in class. This is inspiration for them.

YSF : Work hard and constantly seek for improvement.

YSO : Teach with passion as well as compassion and help those who are weak.

This year, among the 10 Teacher of the Year Award nominees honoured on 14
April 2001, three of them were from NIE. Certainly, this serves as a great
testimony to the excellent teachers we have in NIE.

They are:

This issue, we unveil the secrets of our outstanding teachers …...

1. What inspired you to be a teacher?

Asst Prof Celina Kwan (CK) : I am interested to know and find out more
about what is around me. Teaching guarantees continual learning, especially
with preschool children.

Assoc Prof Yap Sook Fwe (YSF) : It could be good teachers that I have had in
the past.

Assoc Prof Yee Sze Onn (YSO) : I had no thoughts of becoming a teacher. I
wanted to be either a geologist or a forester. However, I taught in a private
school while I was in pre-university one and have been a teacher since I obtained
the Diploma in Education in 1961.

2. How does it feel winning this prestigious Award?

CK : I feel honoured, especially since this Award is given based on students’
vote. It matters to me what the ground level is saying.

YSF  : To me, it is an episode in the teaching career.
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Launched in April 2001, e-compass has four interesting sec-
tions: (1) news on the CLC; (2) typical problems encountered
in the use of IT for teaching Chinese and suggested solutions;
(3) edutainment software; and (4) simple and practical IT skills
for Chinese Language teaching.

Asst Prof Yan Yaw Kai (Natural Sciences) was presented with the JCCI Singapore Foundation
Education Award 2001 in March 2001.  This was in recognition of his significant contributions
to research in Chemistry and his active promotion of the learning and love of science in Singapore.

“The award is a great assurance that I have devoted my time and efforts to worthy causes”, says
Asst Prof Yan. He adds, “I also keep in mind the saying that from everyone who has been given
much, much will be expected!”

Well done, Asst Prof Yan!

What is the JCCI Singapore Foundation?

The JCCI Singapore Foundation is a fund-raising, charitable organisation established in 1990 to
promote arts appreciation, educational achievements and sports excellence in Singapore.  It
hopes to give recognition and encouragement to Singaporeans who strive for excellence in the
areas of Arts, Culture, Sports and Education.

e-compass, an E-newsletter by the Chinese Language &

Culture Division (CLC)

Asst Prof Yan Yaw Kai, recipi-
ent of the JCCI Singapore
Foundation Education Award
2001

The Japanese Chamber of Commerce
& Industry (JCCI) Singapore

Foundation Education Award 2001

e-compass is powered
by (L-R) Mr Chin
Chee Kuen, Mr Chua
Chee Lay and Mr Lee
Choin Lan

Designed and published by the CLC's special taskforce of IT
(comprising Mr Lee Choin Lan, Mr Chua Chee Lay and Mr
Chin Chee Kuen), one commendable feature of the e-compass
is that the Chinese characters remain readable even if the re-
ceiver's computer does not have any Chinese programme/soft-
ware.

e-compass is circulated internally among CLC and selected NIE/
NTU staff in the initial phase. Others would be included in the
mailing list subsequently.

The NIE News is published quarterly by the Public & International Relations Office (PIR), National
Institute of Education, Nanyang Technological University. Opinions expressed herein do not necessarily
reflect the views of the Institute.

Contributions from members of the Institute and all recipients of NIE News are most welcome. PIR
reserves the right to accept, reject or amend any manuscripts, photographs and all other written material
offered for its print.

The next issue of the NIE News will be published in October 2001. Submissions should reach PIR by 15
August 2001.

Assistant Head, PIR
Fax: 896 8874
E-mail: niepr @ nie.edu.sg

Please address your correspondence to:

e-compass newsletter

(Contributed by Public & International Relations)
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Some might consider 1 April an inauspicious
date to present a recital. On the contrary, pianist
Shane Thio, violinist Foo Say Ming and cellist
Chan Wei Shing made no fools of their audience
by offering scintillating performances of three
20th Century Piano Trios in this chamber recital
funded by a National Arts Council Projects
Grant.

Alongside piano trios by Shostakovich and
Ravel, the three distinguished members of the
Singapore Symphony Orchestra also presented
the premiere of Piano Trio by local composer
Asst Prof Kelly Tang (Visual and Performing
Arts).

This premiere manifests the growing trend for
top local musicians to feature works by
Singapore composers in their concert
programming, just as the local compositional
culture matures and finds its own voice. These
same musicians also premiered Asst Prof Tang’s
Duo for Violin and Piano in November 1999.

Asst Prof Tang describes his Piano Trio as
“being inspired by the visceral directness and
vigour of early 20th century styles” and “being
governed in its dramatic flow by Schenkerian
architectonic layers of tonal motion.” Violinist
Foo Say Ming commented, “Kelly’s Trio is a
great piece, and the three of us had a lot of good
fun putting it together!” Canadian composer
Jeff Martin homed in on the “rhythmic drama”
that gives thrust to the work’s musical
argument.

The Singapore Symphony Orchestra premieres
Asst Prof Kelly Tang’s Largo for Piano and
Orchestra in September 2001.

Research

WELCOME Century

Piano Trios

20th

(Contributed by Asst Prof Kelly Tang,
Visual & Performing Arts)
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Some 240 students from Pioneer Primary School were seen combing the spanking new Yunnan
Garden Campus on 25 May 2001. Participating in a Mathematics Trail organised collaboratively
with the Mathematics & Mathematics Education Academic Group, the students were on an
adventure to discover the mathematics found in the environment around them.

The trail brought together various classes of primary four students of the school, where they
worked in teams to solve mathematical problems relating to the features of the NIE campus.
The problems were adapted from questions written by our very own NIE trainee teachers,
many of whom were on hand to act as facilitators for the event.

Through their participation in the trail, the primary school students became aware of the
connection between the work they do during their mathematics lessons and their environment.
They realised that mathematics was not only within the confines of
the classroom. As one student aptly put it, “I liked the trail, it was
very fun… I (could) run outdoors and look more closely at things
that I do not normally notice…” A group of students mentioned
that they loved the opportunity to work in groups where they needed
to put their heads together to brainstorm on strategies to tackle the
activities at the different stations.

Feedback from the teachers and the parent-volunteers was
encouraging. They found their mischievous little charges enjoying
the experience of applying their mathematical knowledge outside
the school. Mathematics became more ‘real’ to them. To most of
the students, it was their first visit to a tertiary institute; what is
more, it was for a fun-filled ‘treasure hunt’. The event might even trigger some of the students to strive to work harder in school,
so that they would be able to study in a tertiary institute like NIE in the future.

The event ended on a joyous note where every student and facilitator went home with a little memento.

(Contributed by Ms Cathleen Ho, Mathematics & Mathematics Education)
M athematics T rail at Y unnan G arden C ampus

Schools

Pioneer Primary
School students at
the Mathematics
Trial

Contributed by:

Assoc Prof Yee Sze Onn, Humanities & Social Studies Education
Teh Tiong Sa, Visiting Senior Fellow

E C F Bird, Visitor
Gary Tan, Honours Year Student
Jeffrey Woo, Fourth Year Student
Yap Hui Boon, Research Scholar

The micro-atolls can only be observed during low tide.  So time your visit if you want to photograph this wonder of nature.
Otherwise, the locations of these micro-atolls are indicated by small whirlpools bubbling to the surface with each passing wave.

Tournefortia argentea: Several matured specimen of this handsome littoral bush was observed behind the beach on the bay
immediately to the south of the micro-atolls. The bushes of silvery furry leaves were laden with bunches of fruits (Plate 3). The
presence of a matured Tournefortia  bush on Layang-Layang in the South China Sea was used as evidence that Layang-Layang
was a cay formed on an atoll instead of an artificial island created by land reclamation. Tournefortia argentea has an interesting
distribution. Although found all over the Pacific, the species is extremely rare in Peninsular Malaysia-Singapore. Phillips (1988)
reported that in Sabah the species is restricted only to the east coast islands. However, the distribution is more widespread as it is
also found in Layang-Layang off the west coast of Sabah.  Previously, Tournefortia grows in Singapore and there was a single
specimen in Changi, but this bush has since been lost. Hopefully, Tournefortia can be successfully reintroduced into Singapore.

Ochrosia oppositifolia: Along the same bay where Tournefortia was found but slightly inland on the beach ridges, there is a tall
tree of Ochrosia oppositifolia or twin apple. At first sight, the tree can easily be mistaken for Cerbera  (pong-pong or sea apple),
but on closer inspection the hanging bunches of oblong-shaped, paired fruits differentiated it from sea apple (Plate 4). The fibrous
husk of twin apple is often washed up on the beach.

Plate 3: A compact fruiting bunch of the rare Tournefortia argentea was a sight to behold

Plate 4: The mango-like bunches of ripening fruits of Ochrosia oppositifolia (twin apple)

Research
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A major international event will be happening right here in Singapore from 27 May to 31 May 2002.  Be part of it!

The conference theme of Mathematics Education for a Knowledge-Based Era will be explored through four principal areas:
• Assessment;
• Curriculum;
• Teacher Education; and
• Technology.

Extraordinary and accelerating rate of change is occurring in our knowledge-based era and much of this change is dominated by
quantitative information and the means used to communicate this information.  As educators, we need to know:

• how we can adjust to the requirements of new knowledge, tools, ways of doing and communicating mathematics;

• how we can make adjustments to include support for learners with a host of diverse needs; and

• how we can address the needs of learners to meet the demands of a rapidly changing world.

It is anticipated that presentations will address the conference theme, reflecting upon issues, concerns and considerations appropriate
to mathematics teaching and learning at primary, secondary and post-secondary levels.

The deadline for submission of paper for presentation is 15 November 2001. For more information, please visit http://math.nie.edu.sg/
earcome.

This conference is jointly organised by the NIE and the Association of Mathematics Educators.

(Contributed by Yeap Ban Har, Mathematics & Mathematics Education)

and

Programmes

2nd East-Asian Regional Conference on
Mathematics Education (EARCOME-2002)

9th South-East Asian Conference on
Mathematics Education (SEACME-9)
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Prof Lee Don-Hee, a former Korean Minister of Education, visited the NIE on 9 April 2001, accompanied by Dr Sohn Byeong-
Gil of the Korea Education and Research Information Service and Mr Hong Jae Won, Principal, Singapore Korean School.

Prof Lee is with the College of Education, Seoul National University. Discussions on varying educational issues were conducted
with Assoc Prof Quek Jin Jong (Principal Officer), Prof S Gopinathan (Dean, Foundation Programmes) and Assoc Prof Ian
Haslam (Head, Public & International Relations).

Organised by the Ministry of Education and coordinated by Assoc Prof Gan Yik Yuen (Associate Dean, Academic Research),
participants of the inaugural Singapore International Science Teachers’ Programme (InSTeP) visited the NIE on 21 March 2001.
The diversity of the group could be seen in all the international science teachers from 14 countries.

The science teachers were accorded a welcome address by Prof Leo Tan (Director, NIE). This was followed by briefings on the
roles of their respective Offices by Prof S Gopinathan (Dean, Foundation Programmes) and Assoc Prof Lee Sing Kong (Dean,
Graduate Programmes & Research). The staff of the Instructional Science, Mathematics & Mathematics Education, Natural
Sciences and Science & Technology Education Academic Groups shared invaluable insights of science education during the
Question and Answer session before the participants proceeded on a tour of NIE’s facilities.

During their three week stay in Singapore, the teachers undertook attachments to local secondary schools, which required them to
either teach, co-teach or to be involved in classroom observation. The delegates also paid visits to institutes of higher learning.
The Programme concluded with a farewell dinner on 5 April 2001.

(Contributed by Public & International Relations)

Prof Lee Don-Hee (left) exchanging gifts with Assoc Prof Quek Jin Jong

Visit by

(Contributed by Public & International Relations)

SSSSSingapore International Science Teachers’ Programmeingapore International Science Teachers’ Programmeingapore International Science Teachers’ Programmeingapore International Science Teachers’ Programmeingapore International Science Teachers’ Programme

InSTeP participants with Prof Leo Tan (in red tie), Assoc Prof Lee Sing Kong
(second from left) and Prof S Gopinathan (third from right)

International

In collaboration with the Singapore Teachers’ Union, NIE welcomed 23 presidents, vice presidents and vice rectors of
Vietnamese universities to its campus on 4 May 2001.

Assoc Prof Goh Kim Chuan (Associate Dean, Degree & Diploma) presented to the delegation an overview of the various
initial teacher training programmes while Assoc Prof Ian Haslam (Head, Public & International Relations) spoke on the role
and organisational structure of the NIE.

The visit concluded with a speech by the delegation’s representative and an exchange of gifts.

(Contributed by Public & International Relations)

Dr Chui Sai On, Secretary for Social Affairs and Culture, Macau Special Administrative Region (SAR) paid a visit to the NIE on
8 May 2001. He was accompanied by Dr Koi Kuok Ieng, Director of Department of Health, Macau SAR and Dr Lei Chin Ion,
Vice Director of Department of Health, Macau SAR and officials.

They were briefed by Assoc Prof Chia Tet Fatt (Natural Sciences) as he took the guests on a tour of the tissue culture room and
greenhouse.

The 25 minute visit was followed by a courtesy call to Dr Cham Tao Soon (President, NTU) at Administration Building.

Assoc Prof Chia Tet Fatt making his presentations as the visitors listen attentively

(Contributed by Public & International Relations)

Visit by the Secretary for Social Affairs and Culture,

Macau Special Administrative Region

International

 of Vietnam
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Loh Huanqian (centre) with Mr S R Nathan, President of
Singapore on her left

Our colleague, Asst Prof Zhao Dongsheng (Mathematics

& Mathematics Education), was recently honoured by

ISI Thomson Scientific for his high impact paper.

Traditionally, a paper is regarded as a good paper if it is

published in a reputable journal. A recent measure is to

see the impact the paper has created. To measure impact,

the Science Citation Index records the frequency of the

paper being referred to. This is called impact factor. ISI

is the database publishing company which publishes the

Science Citation Index.

Asst Prof Zhao published the paper entitled The N-

compactness in L-fuzzy topological space in the Journal

of Mathematics Analysis and Applications in 1987. This

paper was one of the 47 papers authored exclusively by

Chinese researchers which were recorded in ISI’s “high

impact paper” database from 1981 to 1998. In view of

the size of China, to be recognised as one of the 47

awarded papers is indeed an honour. At a special seminar

held in Beijing on 25 September 2000, Asst Prof Zhao

received his ISI Citation Classic Award in recognition of

influential research reflected in the publication of a highly

cited paper from the period 1981 to 1998.

NIE is proud of our colleague’s achievement.

Congratulations, Dongsheng!

Asst Prof Zhao Dongsheng (right) receiving the award

(Contributed by Assoc Prof Lim-Teo Suat Khoh,
Mathematics & Mathematics Education)

Loh Huanqian of Raffles Junior College, a student of

NIE’s Technology and Engineering Research Programme

(TERP) won this year’s National Science Talent Search

(NSTS) Award on 21 April 2001.

Supervised by Assoc Prof Xu Shuyan (Natural Sciences),

her project title was Properties and Precursors of Thin

TiN Film Prepared by Inductively Coupled Plasma

Assisted DC Magnetron Sputtering.  Prior to this award,

Huanqian also won the first Singapore Science and

Engineering Fair (SSEF) Gold Award for the same

project.

“I am very proud that Huanqian has won this prestigious

prize. It is a privilege for me to have such a talented

young student working in our Natural Sciences Plasma

Processing Lab. The TERP project provided a gateway

for her to pursue her interests in science and the

experience of research: the disappointment of failure, the

exhilaration of discovery, the need for patience and

perseverance in pursuing the objectives”, said Assoc Prof

Xu.

Congratulations, Huanqian!

Mathematics ColleagueMathematics ColleagueMathematics ColleagueMathematics ColleagueMathematics Colleague
HonouredHonouredHonouredHonouredHonoured

Research

National Science Talent

Search (NSTS) Award

Winner

National Science Talent

Search (NSTS) Award

Winner
(Contributed by Assoc Prof Xu Shuyau, Natural Sciences)
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  Plate 1: Micro-atolls with a rim of living corals. Another atoll is forming within the mini lagoon

There were also short columns of corals whose surface shows an interesting concentric pattern (Plate 2).

Plate 2: Short columns of corals with a concentric pattern. There are live corals around the edges of the rims

Research

During a fieldtrip in March 2001 and April 2001 by staff and students of the Humanities & Social Studies Education Academic
Group to Tanjung Penawar, the following features and trees of scientific interest were observed.

Fringing mainland corals and micro atolls: Usually one has to go to offshore islands to observe fringing corals in Peninsular
Malaysia or Singapore. So far there has been only one report of a thriving coral community off the ‘mainland’ coast. This is in
Cape Rachado, a former island now linked to the mainland by a tombolo.  Cape Rachado is part of the state of Malacca although
located along the Negeri Sembilan coast.

Along one of the isolated bays in Penawar, we were amazed to find a thriving coral community on a rock platform just in front of
the beach. More so because some of the corals were in the form of micro-atolls, with a rim of healthy living corals (Plate 1).

Sites of Scientific Interest on the Isolated PenawarSites of Scientific Interest on the Isolated PenawarSites of Scientific Interest on the Isolated PenawarSites of Scientific Interest on the Isolated PenawarSites of Scientific Interest on the Isolated Penawar
Coast, Desaru, JohorCoast, Desaru, JohorCoast, Desaru, JohorCoast, Desaru, JohorCoast, Desaru, Johor
Sites of Scientific Interest on the Isolated PenawarSites of Scientific Interest on the Isolated PenawarSites of Scientific Interest on the Isolated PenawarSites of Scientific Interest on the Isolated PenawarSites of Scientific Interest on the Isolated Penawar
Coast, Desaru, JohorCoast, Desaru, JohorCoast, Desaru, JohorCoast, Desaru, JohorCoast, Desaru, Johor
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We are pleased to inform that the International Advisory Panel (IAP) will visit NIE on 21 August 2001.

The panel comprises the following experts:
• Prof Mary Brabeck, Dean, Lynch School of Education, Boston College;
• Prof Cheng Kai Ming, Chair Professor of Education and Pro-Vice-Chancellor, The University of Hong Kong and Visiting

Professor at the Harvard Graduate School of Education;
• Prof Kwong Lee Dow, Deputy Vice-Chancellor, University of Melbourne; and
• Prof Richard Shavelson, School of Education, Stanford University.

The IAP was set up based on recommendations by the Steering Committee, chaired by Dr Aline Wong, Senior Minister of State
for Education in March 1998.  The Committee was tasked to review the role of teacher training in preparing teachers for the
challenges facing the Singapore education system.

The roles of the IAP are:
• to comment on the strategic directions NIE has embarked on in the areas of teacher training and research; and
• to provide inputs on further measures needed, particularly in teacher curriculum, and building a pool of excellent content and

pedagogy staff.

During the visit, IAP members will be briefed by NIE senior management on a variety of issues: the lnstitute’s mission and
organisation structure, its initial teacher training programmes, its professional training and development programmes and research
agenda.

Prof Leo Tan (Director NIE) will host a farewell dinner for the IAP members and spouses on 23 August 2001.

(Contributed by Public & International Relations)

NIE       Welcomes the International Advisory Panel

The Ministry of Education (MOE) organised a seminar entitled Learning Geography  from Space on 25 May 2001.  Objectives of
the seminar included showcasing the potential of remote sensing in the teaching of Geography and celebrating the collaborative
efforts of teachers, fellow educators and our educational partners such as the NIE and the Centre for Remote Imaging, Sensing
and Processing (CRISP) of the National University of Singapore (NUS) as co-developers of innovative teaching resources.  A
CD-ROM learning resource entitled Learning Geography from Space was also launched during the seminar.

With the introduction of the interpretation of remotely-sensed satellite images topic in the GCE A-level Geography syllabus from
2001, it was necessary to develop resources for the interpretation of satellite images.  Seven Geography teachers from various
junior colleges and centralised institutes volunteered to source and identify relevant satellite image resources for lesson ideas,
with the view to produce a useful teaching resource to share with fellow educators.

The seven teachers attended training sessions conducted by NIE on the Geographic Information System (GIS) software so as to
view and analyse remotely sensed images.  The training enabled them to identify useful images from which to craft lesson ideas
for the human and physical Geography curriculum. The selected images were used in training sessions conducted by MOE, NIE
and CRISP for teachers from junior colleges and centralised institutes on the use of GIS and satellite images in Geography
lessons.  Officers from MOE’s Curriculum Planning and Development Division and Educational  Technology Division were also
involved in improving the selection of images and suggesting refinements to lesson ideas.

Between December 2000 and April 2001, work commenced on the production of the CD-ROM, Learning Geography from
Space. The work tapped on NIE’s expertise in the use of the GIS and the capabilities of the CRISP in remote sensing technology.
CRISP also liaised with image owner SPOT Asia for the copyrights on selected images of the Southeast Asian region.

Said Mr Tan Yap Kwang, Director, Educational Technology Division, “ The launch of the Learning Geography from Space CD-
ROM is a healthy development to encourage  teachers, educational institutions and industry partners to work together to develop
relevant IT resources for teaching and learning.”

(Contributed by Public & International Relations)

Seminar on Learning Geography from Space

Corporate Affairs
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Prof Freda Briggs, Professor of Child Development in the de Lissa Institute of Early Childhood and Family Studies, University
of South Australia was invited by the Specialised Education Academic Group to NIE from 2 April to 4 April 2001 to speak to
our trainee teachers on the topic of Child Abuse, Child Protection and Family Violence. Prof Briggs’ research has been with
parents, victims of abuse including people with special needs and perpetrators of sexual abuse. From her vast experiences
have emanated 13 books and many other publications that have fore-grounded the issues associated with the wide and increasing
incidence of child abuse and family violence around the world.

During her three-day visit at NIE, Prof Briggs addressed three different groups of trainee teachers. These were trainees
attending the Diploma in Education, Diploma in Special Education and Diploma in Early Years Teaching programmes at the
Yunnan Garden Campus. To the Diploma in Education trainees, she spoke on the forms and symptoms of child abuse,
highlighting, in particular, the damaging effects emotional abuse by teachers (in the form of labelling, humiliation, disapproval
and use of verbal put-downs) can have on pupils in class. Citing local news reports about the increasingly high levels of stress
among Singaporean school children and the sizeable number of children currently in need of psychiatric help, Prof Briggs
offered some useful suggestions as to how teachers can help to establish a more enabling learning environment as well as
facilitate work with abused children and their families.

In her lecture to the Diploma in Special Education trainee teachers, Prof Briggs alerted them to the fact that because of their
disabilities, children in special schools would be used to being “touched” by many different people other than their family
members (such as doctors, therapists, social workers) and may not realise that some kinds of “touching” are not necessary and
constitute abuse. This situation is compounded by the fact that since most children only understand the concept of “strangers”
by age eight, children with intellectual disabilities would not understand who strangers are until their teens. She shared with
her audience a number of ways, they as teachers, and the family members of the children can use to protect their children
against abuse. The discussion generated a great deal of interest as trainee teachers sought her expert advice on several aspects
of child care and protection.

With the trainees attending our Diploma in Early Years Teaching
programme, Prof Briggs provided an in-depth discussion on the
various types of abuse, the differences between discipline and abuse
and indicators of abuse. As her audience consisted mainly of early
childhood educators, Prof Briggs stressed the importance of knowing
the indicators of the various types of abuse that can be inflicted on
young children, so that help can be rendered at this early stage of
life and further abuse be prevented. The signs of emotional abuse
were discussed at length, especially since this appears to be the least
obvious type compared to physical and sexual abuse. In addition,
she shared some drawings of children who have been abused.

Besides addressing trainees, Prof Briggs participated in an interactive
seminar with staff members of the Specialised Education Academic
Group on a wide range of issues on the topic of child abuse and
neglect. In this staff seminar, she focused on the research literature tracing the developments that have led to the adoption of
laws to protect children from abuse especially in the United States of America, Canada and Australia. She also shared with
staff members the efforts that some teacher education institutions have taken to introduce courses on child abuse and protection
to teachers. She had an enthusiastic group at this session and the participation clearly indicated the concern and care that staff
in the Academic Group have for the children and families of Singapore.

(Contributed by Assoc Prof Quah May Ling, Specialised Education Academic Group)

niCe.99 is a collaborative visual arts exhibition featuring
the artworks of Lawrence Leow, Maziyan Bte Abdullah,
Chee Mei Jiun and Shamsul B Idris from the graduating
cohorts of the Diploma in Art Education and Diploma in
Education (Art Specialisation) Programme in NIE.  Held
at the Art Gallery from 2 June to 14 June 2001, the
exhibition comprises a variety of artworks including prints,
sculptures and ceramics installations that reflect their
diverse approaches and thoughts towards art making.

niCe.99, a Diploma Art Exhibition

The niCe.99 Exhibition

Prof Freda Briggs addressing NIE trainee teachers

Research

(Contributed by Public & International Relations)

Visiting Speaker Gives Advice On

Child Abuse & Child Protection
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