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Innovator & entrepreneurs of nose cancer detection kit with NIE Director Prof Leo Tan (seated, right); see full story on pages 2 & 3
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union between one brilliant inventor
and three entrepreneurial spirits has

paved the way for the commercialisation
for sale in global markets of a Life Science
research product from NIE.

Assoc Prof Gan Yik Yuen, from NIE’s
Natural Sciences Academic Group,
recently joined forces with a trio from
Nanyang Technological University’s (NTU)
Technopreneurship and Innovation
programme to market a Singapore-made
early detection kit for nasopharyngeal
carcinoma (NPC), a predominantly
Asian disease more commonly known as
nose and throat cancer. A brainchild and
pet research project of Assoc Prof Gan’s
since she joined NIE, NTU in 1991, the
detection kit combines four clones of
Epstein Barr Viral (EBV) genes with the
aid of recombinant DNA technology.

NIE News speaks with the inventor and
marketers Dr Saw Lin Kiat, Messrs Vincent
Lee and Ho Kok Hiang of InfleXion.

NIE News: Thank you for granting us
this exclusive interview. What was
your motivation behind the discovery
of this know-how in detecting nose
and throat cancer?

Assoc Prof Gan: Studies have shown
that NPC is the fifth most common form
of cancer among Asians, in particular the
Chinese from Southern China, Hong
Kong, Taiwan, Singapore and Malaysia.
The disease, prevalent among the Thais,

Malays and other indigenous populations
in South East Asia, is also found in
peoples from Mediterranean regions and
North Africa. Since NPC occurrences are
relatively rare in the West, research in
this field has been somewhat neglected
by American and European research
scientists.

Early detection of any form of cancer is
of the essence in successful diagnosis
and treatment of patients. I believe
prospective cancer patients deserve a
fighting chance in battling this horrific
ailment. But often, the war is already lost
due to ignorance and delayed recognition
of vital symptoms. With this highly reliable
and easy-to-use kit, afflicted individuals
will be given that ray of hope to surmount
cancer through early screening. To be
able to play a small part in medical science
and advancing the quality of life for
humanity is truly a privilege most will
gladly strive for.

NIE News: How long did you take to
develop this detection kit? For the
benefit of our readers, you may like to
provide some insight into the complex
technology involved in such a ground-
breaking discovery.

Assoc Prof Gan:  We have been refining
the procedures and intricacies of this nose
cancer detection technology since 1991.
My team members, comprising Natural
Sciences colleagues, postdoctoral research
fellows and graduate students, have been

systematically and meticulously selecting
and cloning various segments of genes
from the EBV genome.

The selected viral DNAs, upon cloning into
bacteria E. coli, were subject to screening,
identification and sequencing. With
thousands of clones screened in the past
13 years, the selected ones were then
characterised with sera samples of cancer
patients. We collaborated closely with Dr
Tsao Shiu Yin from Gleneagles Hospital, Dr
Goh Yau Hong from Singapore General
Hospital and Prof Chan Soh Ha from
Singapore’s World Health Organisation
(WHO) Immunology Centre to achieve this.
In the course of developing early detection
techniques for NPC, we discovered that a
cocktail of clones produced better detection
outcomes than a single clone, in terms of
sensitivity and specificity With this
awareness, various combinations of clones
were continuously refined and improved,
resulting in this kit being very sensitive and
highly specific.

NIE News: As a teacher educator,
in what ways will this or other
innovations influence present and
prospective Life Science students?

Assoc Prof Gan:  In the classroom, an
actual invention encompasses more than
a myriad of theories. In my interaction
with our trainee teachers, I cannot
emphasise enough during Genetics,
B iotechnology,  Microbiology and
Molecular Biology tutorials that the

(From left to right) Assoc Prof Gan Yik Yuen, Mr Vincent Lee, Mr Ho Kok Hiang & Dr Saw Lin Kiat examining the nose cancer detection kit
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Entrepreneurship Brings NIE’s
Life Science Research Global



Publicity
surrounding
the nose cancer
detection kit
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Assoc Prof Gan Yik Yuen & the entrepreneurs speak to NIE News

sciences in schools must be
taught with pass ion and
realism. Through ingenious use
of demonstrations, we can
illustrate abstract ideas with real-
life applications so as to enliven
the subject for our audiences.

As a livelihood, the Life Sciences
can transform to enterprising
and innovative discoveries or
intrinsically satisfying career options
in teaching and research for its
practitioners.

NIE News: How did this partnership
between  In f leX ion  and  you
crystallise?

Assoc Prof Gan:  I had been approached
by several potential parties in the past
to commercialise this diagnostic kit but
without too much success due to several
factors and constraints.

A fortunate turn of events came about
during a meeting with three young
dynamic gentlemen: Lin Kiat holds a
doctorate in Chemical Engineering while
Vincent and Kok Hiang graduated in
Finance and Economics respectively. In
the course of our business discussions,
I was truly impressed by their drive,
dynamism and entrepreneurial spirit.
After several months of planning,
InfleXion was formed with financial
support from the Prime Minister’s Office,
Economic Development Board and a
private investor. Lin Kiat is the company’s
Chief Executive Officer with Vincent as
Vice President for Finance and Kok Hiang
as Vice President for Corporate Planning.

NIE News: Do you foresee any
offshoot from this invention?

Assoc Prof Gan: I hope that our ongoing
research will unravel more diagnostic
genes for NPC for further refinement
and improvement. I personally aspire to
discover variant platforms capable of
detecting other cancers.

NIE News: What factors do you feel
contributed to your research success?

Assoc Prof Gan: Without a doubt,
generous funding from NIE’s Academic
Research Fund has been instrumental in
the fruitful outcome of our investigations
over the years and future possibilities
to come. Special mention must be made
of NIE Director Prof Leo Tan’s ardent
support as well as the conducive research
culture within the Institute. Of course,
the perennial success ingredients of
diligence, teamwork and occasional
sleepless nights all count towards this
eventual outcome.

NIE News: What circumstances led
you to produce the nose cancer
detection kit?

Mr Ho: We first got acquainted with
Assoc Prof Gan’s research in the area of
nose cancer diagnostics through NTU’s
Innovation and Technology Transfer
Office.

Mr Lee: After extensive market analysis,
we realised that despite the high
prevalence of such cancer affecting male
Chinese in this region, an easy-to-use
yet accurate screening kit did not exist.

Dr Saw: My colleagues Vincent, Kok
Hiang and I felt that we could adequately
address this need in line with our
company’s vision of providing medical
diagnostic solutions to help save lives.
The team has spent considerable time,
since October 2002, fine-tuning our
business plans and raising money to fund
marketing initiatives of the product.
Commercial production started sometime
in November 2003.

NIE News: Tell us more about this
product, in particular its accuracy in
diagnosing nose cancer.

Dr Saw: Research evidence, including
extensive research findings published by
Assoc Prof Gan and her research group,
has shown that nose cancer patients
have increased levels of anti-bodies
produced by the body to counter EBV.
The product, NPC-REAADTM, is essentially
a blood-based test  that
identifies this rise in EBV anti-
bodies. This laboratory-based
assessment can be done in
21/2 hours with a high level of
accuracy.

NIE News: What role did
Assoc Prof Gan play in
nurturing your team in this
venture?

Dr Saw: As the inventor of this
technology, Assoc Prof Gan
has helped us immensely
in the commercia l isat ion
and  p roduc t ion  o f  the
diagnostic kit.

Besides playing a technical advisory role
in InfleXion, she is also actively involved
in setting up laboratory facilities, quality
assurance and enhancement of the
product.

Mr Lee: She has also been providing us
with knowledge transfer in the academic
research area of nose cancer and insights
on charting our company’s strategic
direction. We are truly privileged to have
her as our mentor and guide.

NIE News: What is the market
potential for this product?

Mr Ho: Most nose cancer patients only
discover the malady at late stages when
survival rates are lowest. An affordable,
yet accurate, diagnostic kit is the answer
to addressing this pressing need for early
screening of nose cancer. Since this year,
we have introduced our diagnostic kits
to ear, nose and throat specialist clinics
as well as some pathology laboratories
in Singapore. We are currently engaged
in talks with interested parties to bring
this product to Malaysian, Indonesian
and Chinese markets.

NIE News: Are plans in store to
introduce other products?

Dr Saw: Our focus for the future is to
offer more convenient diagnostic
solutions for other Asian infectious
diseases and prevalent cancers, such as
those afflicting the liver and stomach.



International Collaborations

Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) between NIE and Abu Dhabi

Educational Zone (ADEZ), United Arab
Emirates was signed on 29 March 2004
in Abu Dhabi. Respective signatories
were Prof Leo Tan (Director, NIE) and Mr
Mohd Salem Mohd Al Tajer Al Dhaheri
(Director, ADEZ).

This five-year MOU seeks to provide NIE
and ADEZ a formal framework for the
mutually beneficial exchange of training
materials, officials and students as well
as collaboration on innovative projects
in education.

NIE’s prior collaborations with ADEZ
capitalised on the former’s teacher
training expertise encompassing school

leadership training and educational
administration. Recent NIE initiatives
included the attendance by 11 Abu Dhabi
senior educators in a customised version
of the Institute’s principal-training course,
the Leaders in Education Programme,
in 2003 and NIE academics being
commissioned to undertake a feasibility
study to establish a teacher training
institute in Abu Dhabi (see story below).

This signing ceremony represents NIE’s
continual efforts to establish formal links
with reputable overseas institutions. It is
envisaged that ensuing synergies created
will cultivate professional and academic
development of staff and students of
NIE and its partner institutions.

Memorandum of Understanding Signing Ceremony
between NIE & Abu Dhabi

Educational Zone
A
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Prof Leo Tan (left) & Mr Mohd Salem Mohd Al Tajer Al Dhaheri (right) at
the signing ceremony

By Public & International Relations

(From left to right) Prof S Gopinathan, Prof Lee Sing Kong, Mr Mohd Salem Mohd Al Tajer Al Dhaheri,
Prof Leo Tan, Dr Tayeb A Kamali, Assoc Prof Cheah Horn Mun & Dr Anita Nazareth

IE, as an institute of distinction, was
given another kudo in 2003 with

its appointment by the Abu Dhabi
Educational Zone in the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) to advise on the setting
up of a teacher training institute. While
there were bids from other countries,
including Australia and the USA, NIE’s
successes and the Singapore education
system’s solid reputation combined to
provide the edge over these competitors.

Additionally, in early 2003, NIE ran a
leadership programme for senior educators
from Abu Dhabi. The enthusiastic reception
of the programme by participants certainly
helped push the business in the Institute’s
favour.

In December 2003, project leader Prof Lee

Sing Kong (Dean, Graduate Programmes
& Research), accompanied by Prof S
Gopinathan (Vice-Dean (Policy), Centre
for Research in Pedagogy & Practice) and
Assoc Prof Cheah Horn Mun, (Dean,
Foundation Programmes) spent a week
of intensive activity in the UAE, and
returned to brief the other consultancy
team members, Associate Professors Ken
Stott (Associate Dean, Leadership
Programmes), Philip Wong (Divisional
Director, Academic Computing &
Information Services) and Joy Chew (Head,
Policy & Management Studies). NIE
Director, Prof Leo Tan, is the project’s
adviser.

The team’s provisional report was
submitted for discussion with a delegation
of senior UAE officials in late February

2004, enabling them to see first-hand
how NIE had taken such gigantic strides
forward in teacher preparat ion,
professional development and leadership
training.

As the team prepared its report, which
covered curriculum, human resources
planning, facilities, student numbers,
professional development, accreditation
and a host of other matters, it became
increasingly clear how much talent exists
in NIE. If NIE has any future role to play
in helping the country – or any other
country for that matter – establish a
teacher preparation and development
operation, it may well give NIE staff the
opportunity to become involved in the
challenge of expanding their expertise
overseas.

NIE’s Entrepreneurial Venture into
the Middle East By Assoc Prof Ken Stott

Associate Dean, Leadership Programmes

N



wo recently signed Memoranda of
Understanding (MOUs) between NIE

and Beijing Normal University’s (BNU)
School of Education and the Institute of
Education, University of London (IEUL)
represent NIE’s continuing efforts to
establish links with reputable overseas
universities in various aspects of mutual
interest. The signing ceremony took place
on 12 January 2004 at NIE, with the
respective institutions represented by Prof
Leo Tan, NIE Director, Prof Zhang Binxian,
Dean of BNU’s School of Education and
Prof Geoff Whitty, IEUL Director.

These MOUs provide a formal framework
for the organisation of joint conferences,
research and academic programmes
as well as create synergies for the
professional and academic development
of staff and students of NIE and its partner
institutions.

Future collaborations with the two
institutions will enable NIE to push new
frontiers in research and the professional
development of its teachers. It can now
explore the possibility of offering joint
postgraduate programmes to Singapore
and regional teachers.

NIE Signs MOUs with Beijing Normal
University & University of London

By Public & International Relations

If NIE is to continue to grow as a professional and academic
entity it must, in part, look outward beyond its campus and
shores ... BNU and IEUL are highly respected research and
teaching institutions … Their interests are  congruent with
those of NIE and we feel that these MOUs provide an
opportunity for all three institutions to develop … we see
these MOUs as a step towards increasing NIE’s presence on
the international stage as well as forging mutually beneficial
collaborations that will be seen by our partner institutions
as adding to their own international reputations.

Prof Leo Tan
Director, NIE
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(From left to right, seated) Prof Zhang Binxian, Prof Leo Tan & Prof Geoff Whitty signing & exchanging the MOU documents

International Collaborations



NIE Happenings

total of 404 new teachers were welcomed into the teaching
fraternity at the Teachers’ Investiture Ceremony held at the

Nanyang Technological University on 6 January 2004. Mr Tharman
Shanmugaratnam, Acting Minister for Education, was Guest-of-
Honour for the event.

“As teachers you will have a special place in the lives of the
many pupils who will come under your care… I hope all of you
in time will embody the qualities that the best teachers bring to
their work, and become fine ambassadors for the profession. So
go that extra mile for your students. Put them at the centre of
what you do. And take the time to be their friend and mentor.
By inspiring and spurring them on, and by giving them confidence
in themselves, you will help take Singapore into the future,” said
the Acting Education Minister in his speech.

The Postgraduate Diploma in Education, Diploma in Education,
Diploma in Home Economics Education, Diploma in Chinese
Language Education and other diplomas were presented at the
ceremony.

Mr Tharman Shanmugaratnam in conversation
with award winners

Teachers'
Investiture
Ceremony

Graduands reciting the Teachers’ Pledge

January 2004

A

By Public & International Relations
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AWARD WINNERS

ROTARY INTERNATIONAL
75TH ANNIVERSARY GOLD MEDAL
Ms Jane Frances Ban Li Hian
Awarded for excellence in the NIE examinations as well as for
outstanding leadership and dedication to student activities in
the Institute

JUSTICE CHOOR SINGH GOLD MEDAL
Mr Chin Lih Keong
Awarded for best performance in the Education Studies
component of the Postgraduate Diploma in Education, including
a distinction in practicum

SINGAPORE TEACHERS’ UNION BOOK PRIZE
Mr Chin Lih Keong
Awarded for best performance in the Postgraduate Diploma in
Education (Secondary)

HISTORY ASSOCIATION OF SINGAPORE BOOK PRIZE
Mr Syed Muhammad Ali Aljunied
Awarded for best performance in the teaching of the History
component of the Postgraduate Diploma in Education (Secondary)

SINGAPORE CHINESE TEACHERS’ UNION BOOK PRIZE
Mdm Ang Sor Cheng
Awarded for best performance in Curriculum Studies in the
Chinese component of the Postgraduate Diploma in Education,
including a distinction or credit in practicum

MAYBANK BOOK PRIZE
Ms Ong Siew Har
Awarded for best performance in the teaching of the Elements
of Office Administration component of the Postgraduate Diploma
in Education (Secondary), including a distinction or credit in
practicum



Education Second Permanent Secretary Digs
into Data at CRPP

ieutenant-General (LG) (NS) Lim Chuan Poh,
 Second Permanent Secretary for Education and
NIE Council Chairman, visited the Centre for
Research in Pedagogy & Practice (CRPP) with NIE
Director Prof Leo Tan for updates on the progress
of the CRPP Core Research Programme1 that is
being conducted in a large number of schools. LG
(NS) Lim met with 34 CRPP staff and engaged in
a wide-ranging discussion on research designs,
data sets and their first round of school observations.

The researchers shared their preliminary impressions
about their fieldwork with the visitors. LG (NS)
Lim also had his first training session by Mr Roman
Kotov in the Singapore Pedagogy Classroom
Coding Scheme2. A trained mathematician, LG
(NS) Lim asked probing questions on aspects of
reliability and statistical analysis. He talked to field
workers about their first impressions of teaching
strategies and whether there were any emerging
trends in the field.

total of 149 newly trained heads of
department (HODs) received their Diploma

in Departmental Management (DDM) certificates
at a graduation ceremony on 9 January 2004 at
the Civil Service College. Mrs Angela Ow, Director
of Training and Development Division, Ministry
of Education (MOE) graced the occasion as Guest-
of-Honour.

The DDM is a four-month training programme
for HODs and other school leaders in Singapore
schools. The programme is designed by NIE’s
team of experts and professionals in consultation
with MOE. Managed by NIE’s Graduate Programmes
& Research Office, this innovative programme
prepares HODs to be exemplary people managers
who are experts in teaching and learning. Besides
addressing some of the issues and technologies
impacting on education, a major part of the DDM
programme focuses on team learning, curriculum
innovation and dynamic learning systems.

Diploma in
Departmental
Management

Graduation Ceremony
January 2004

Mrs Angela Ow (in red attire) accompanied by NIE staff & DDM award winners

AWARD WINNERS

Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development Book Prize
Mr Tan Mui Siong
Awarded to the participant who exemplifies the highest level of learning across
the DDM programme

Dr J M Nathan Memorial Prize for Creativity
Mr Jeffrey Chan Wai Meng
Mdm Pauline Wong Lai Fong
Mr Peh Chin Cheok
Mr Edwin Chan Yew Heng

Awarded to the team of participants who demonstrate the highest level of creativity
in their multimedia presentation as part of the assessment of the core module
“A Dynamic Learning System”of the DDM programme

Dr Ruth Wong Medal
Mr Jeffrey Chan Wai Meng
Awarded to the participant who demonstrates the best overall performance in the
DDM programme

A

LG (NS) Lim Chuan Poh (extreme left) in conversation with Prof Leo Tan (third from right) & CRPP staff

1 The Core Research Programme is a multi-faceted research stretched over four years. Those interested
 can refer to http://crpp.nie.edu.sg/for more details.

2 The Singapore Pedagogy Classroom Coding Scheme is a comprehensive scheme looking at
aspects of classroom teaching and learning developed by a team of senior researchers from CRPP,
Harvard Graduate School of Education and City University of Hong Kong. The findings will
be formally released in 2005 to the international research community and local teachers
after the first round of coding is completed.

By Public & International Relations

By Prof Allan Luke
Dean, Centre for Research in Pedagogy & Practice

L
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Mdm Jane Lee Poh Cheok
Mdm Jayanthi d/o Retnam
Mdm Mok Siew Eng
Ms Tay Hwee Lin

NIE Happenings

Visitors



BOOK ON SCHOOL COUNSELLING:
AN INDIGENOUS RESOURCE FOR
COUNSELLORS & TEACHERS

A team of lecturers from the
Psychological Studies Academic
Group, led by Assoc Prof Esther Tan,
has jointly published a practical guide
and resource book for professional
and teacher counsellors. The book,
entitled Counselling in Schools:
Theories, Processes and Techniques,
was released by McGraw-Hill in
January 2004. It covers topics such as
developmental group guidance in
the classroom, emotional disturbances
and psychological disorders in
childhood and adolescence, the
application of group counselling,
working with children, youth and
parents, models and techniques
in career counselling, approaches
to individual counsel l ing, the
management of guidance and
counselling in schools and research
in guidance and counselling. The
contributors include Drs Rebecca Ang,
Cheng Yuanshan, Vilma D’Rozario,
Angeline Khoo, Lee Boon Ooi,
Lim Kam Ming, Elena Lui, Ong
Ai Choo and Wong Shyh Shin.
Priced at S$40.50, the book is on sale
at the NIE campus bookstore at a
discounted price of S$30.00.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEACHING BOOKS
TRANSLATED INTO PORTUGUESE

Three books on English language teaching,
authored by NIE’s English Language & Literature
academics, are being read in Portuguese by
teachers in Brazil. The books, Teaching Listening
in the Language Classroom by Asst Prof Christine
Goh, Planning Lessons for a Reading Class by
Asst Prof Tom Farrell and Intervening to Help in
the Writing Process by Assoc Prof Antonia
Chandrasegaran, were originally written for
the Regional English Language Centre
(RELC) Portfolio series for
classroom teachers. A few
months after publication,
Brazilian publisher Special Book
Services approached RELC to
arrange for the books in the series
to be translated into Portuguese.

ENHANCING THINKING THROUGH
PROBLEM-BASED LEARNING
APPROACHES: INTERNATIONAL
PERSPECTIVES

Knowledge in this new millennium is
increasingly characterised by the creative
integration of information and learning
from diverse disciplines. Problem-based
learning (PBL) approaches involve
confronting situations where uncertainty
prevails over information and solutions,
and mastering the art of intuitive leap in

the process of resolving these situations.
Many institutions worldwide have
embarked on using PBL for educational
reform and curricular innovation. This
hardbound book, published by Thomson
Learning, is a first comprehensive edition
that focuses on enhancing thinking
through PBL. The international edition
draws on contributions from well-known
experts in the USA, Australia, Hong Kong
and Singapore. The chapters provide a
balance of research-based and practice-
based information for innovating PBL

curricula. This book was
edited by Assoc Prof Tan
Oon Seng, Head of
Psychological Studies at NIE
and President of the
Educational Research
Association of Singapore.
Costing S$32.60 per copy,
the book is available at
the NIE campus book
store.

THINKING ABOUT THINKING
What Educators Need to Know

The new millennium calls for a
breakthrough in the way individuals
learn and think. How can flexibility of
the mind be enhanced so that the
spirit of innovation and enterprise
can flourish and flow? What are the
important roles played by attitudes,
dispositions, intellectual habits and
motivation in the development of
thinking? This book captures the latest
research and applications in these
fields with contributions by renowned
researchers and practitioners involved
in research and pedagogy in self-
regulated learning and metacognition.

Educators and academics will find this
comprehensive book an invaluable
contribution in advancing the
knowledge and practice of teaching
thinking.

Thinking about Thinking was written
by Psychological Studies academics
Asst Prof Jessie Ee, Assoc Prof Agnes
Chang and Assoc Prof Tan Oon Seng
and published by McGraw-Hill.
The book is available at the NIE
campus bookstore for S$31.50.

Book Launches
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REFLECTIVE
PRACTICE IN
ACTION:
80 REFLECTION
BREAKS FOR
BUSY TEACHERS

Strongly believing that educators
should always reflect on their day’s
work, writer Asst Prof Thomas Farrell
from the English Language & Literature
Academic Group designed this new
book with busy teachers in mind.
The 80 reflection breaks, set within
a context of theory, practice and
strategies, can be used as individual
discussion starters or as part of a
comprehensive professional growth
plan that is perfect for teachers at
all levels.

Each reflection break relates to the
following areas:
• Spicing up "routine teaching" and

reflect ion after each class
• Conducting action research and

creating a portfolio
• Reflecting individually or in groups

and setting up gu ide l ines  for
group reflection

• Communicating and reflecting
effectively and devoting enough
time to reflection

Reflective Practice in Action, published
by Sage Publications, has a versatile
format inviting educators to reflect
on their past actions in the classroom
and offering practical suggestions to
improve and energise their professional
growth, teaching methods and
classroom strategies. The book is now
available at the NIE campus bookstore
at S$45.00 each.

CULTURE, EMPIRE, AND THE
QUESTION OF BEING MODERN

Culture, Empire, and the Question
of Being Modern explores the
problematic formation of national
culture within modern English society.
In this work of post-colonial and
cultural theory, Asst Prof C J Wee
Wan-ling investigates the complex
interaction between a modern,
industrialised, metropolitan and
progressively rational English national
culture and a nationalistic imperial
discourse interested in territorial
expansion and the valorisation of an
idealised agrarian past. Starting
with the Victorian era, the work
documents the complex relationship
of concepts such as "home" and
"frontier", and "English” and
"colonial" through an analysis of key
literary-cultural figures in their historical
contexts: Rudyard Kipling, Charles
Kingsley, T S Eliot and V S Naipaul.
The author brings
the discussion of
modernity into the
present  w i th  a
consideration of
p o s t - i m p e r i a l
Singapore – a neo-
traditionalist modern
society that reworks
many of the colonial
t r o p e s  a n d
contradictions – to
inves t iga te  the
ambiguit ies and
contradictions revealed in the West's
engagement with modernity. The
book is available at Select Books
located in Tanglin Shopping Centre.
Alternatively, it can be ordered via
email from APD Singapore Pte Ltd at
apdacad@apdsing.com. The paperback
version is priced at S$62.00 or
US$29.95.

Royalties from both English and Portuguese
versions of the three books have been donated
to RELC. The books are available from the RELC’s
publication department as well as from the NIE
campus bookstore. Planning Lessons for a
Reading Class and Intervening to Help
in the Writing Process are priced at S$6.00
each whilst Teaching Listening in the Language
Classroom costs S$7.00 per book.

HEALTHY, WELL & WISE AT A NEW LOW
PRICE FOR NIE STAFF & TRAINEE
TEACHERS

Another 2,000 copies of the sell-out health
resource book and CD-Rom, priced at
S$18.00 and S$10.00 respectively, are now
available for sale. Previously, 2,000 copies
of the book and CD-Rom, originally priced
at S$49.50 per set, had sold out within
months of their publication. The NIE-funded
project, spearheaded by Physical Education

& Sports Science academics Michael Chia,
Leong Lai Keun and Quek Jin Jong, contains
gems on how one can stay healthy, fit and
happy. Healthy, Well & Wise is targeted at
young people and health-conscious adults
and is a must read for those interested in
maintaining optimal health, fitness and
happiness. Copies can be purchased from
the Jobs Orientation Backup Systems (JOBS)
Office at NIE. Alternatively, you may email
to jobs@nie.edu.sg or call tel: 6790 3189
for details.
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Asst Prof Chua Chee Lay

Asian Languages & Cultures

Research interests:

educational technology, language

teaching and learning,

Chinese culture, linguistics

and literature

clchua@nie.edu.sg

Mr Lee Ngan HoeMathematics & Mathematics Education
Research interests:teaching primary and secondarymathematics, problem solving andmetacognition as well as conceptionof mathematics

nhlee@nie.edu.sg

Assoc Prof Boo Hong Kwen

Science & Technology Education

Research interests:

history and philosophy of science

and the use of effective teaching/learning

approaches, authentic assessment modes

to promote trainee teachers understanding

and life-long learning, scientific literacy,

creativity, thinking and problem-solving skills

hkboo@nie.edu.sg

Assoc 
Psycho

Resea
child 
acute
clinic
psyc

rha

Community Service
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NIE professors regularly contribute their
expertise on educational matters to The
Straits Times. Our lecturers have given
advice to concerned parents on how to
handle gifted children, making subject
learning fun, and the use of printed material
as a teaching tool. We have reproduced
selected snippets of articles published in
the newspaper from the last quarter.

Team from Science &

Technology Education

Research interests:

develop models of creative teaching,

new approaches to learning,

IT and intervention strategies that

break new ground

ste@nie.edu.sg

Prof Russell Hawkins

ological Studies

arch interests:

abuse, human sexuality,

e and chronic pain, hypnosis,

cal psychology, forensic

chology and aviation psychology

awkins@nie.edu.sg

(From left to right) Assoc Prof Yap Kueh Chin, Mr Charles Chew,
Asst Prof Ho Boon Tiong, Asst Prof Subramaniam s/o Ramanathan,
Asst Prof Hoh Yin Kiong & Assoc Prof Toh Kok Aun
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ssoc Prof Lutz Presser (Head, Visual & Performing
Arts) has put together an impressive series of works

which reflect an  eclectic mix of styles, media, techniques
and iconography in an endeavour to lay bare the meaning
of the term “visual literacy”. The series of works include
the following:
• Lenticular Last Supper
• MnM (a series of 20 works)
• Visual Terrorism – Twin Towers I & II
• Mao SIRDS - Single Image Random Dots Stereograms 

(10 panels)
• A series of reproductions of Andy Warhol and Botero

(Anonymous Vietnamese Artists)

Guest-of-Honour NTU President Prof Su Guaning & Dean of Students
Prof Koh Tai Ann decifer one of the artist’s Mao SIRDS

Venue: NIE Art Gallery
(12 to 30 January 2004)

Two of Assoc Prof Presser’s exhibits are highlighted:

In Lenticular Last Supper, the medium here is a “lenticular
image” as the title suggests. The original Last Supper
exemplifies  Leonardo da Vinci’s revolutionary use of linear
perspective to create depth during the Renaissance. Here,
the lenticular adds depth with two planes of images.

Mao SIRDS is the extension of a theme found in MnMs
– Chairman Mao’s head. The use of the device SIRDs
appears to be somehow implicated in a quest for
understanding the nature and phenomenon of human
visual perception. Viewing SIRDs involves deceiving the
eye-and-brain mechanism and not everyone is able to
make out the ”hidden image”.

As meaning is dependent on one’s perception, and
perception is peculiar to the individual depending on his
or her existing knowledge, experiences, values and
idiosyncrasies, what lacks meaning or significance to us
is often tuned out and denigrated. Meaning is created
from stimuli and no meaning can be found except in the
”mind of the beholder”.

Lutz Presser touching a deep 3D section of
  his  Lenticular Last Supper which does not
     transfer to 2D photographs

Above: One drawing
from the series of MnM,
where the Eastern &
Western cultural icons
of Marilyn Monroe &
Mao Zedong merge

Joint Research with Singapore Sports Council

ssoc Prof Michael Chia (Physical Education & Sports Science) embarked
on a joint research project in March 2004 with the Singapore Sports

Council on the Glycaemic Index (GI) of the 10 top foods consumed by
local sports persons. The GI is a relative indicator of how quickly the
glucose or sugar in the blood rises after the consumption of food. Data
from the study will enable trainers to plan meal schedules in relation to
training and competitions. The $20,000.00 research is funded by the
Singapore Sports Council.

Sports Science in Sporting Success (SSSS)

ports Science in Sporting Success (SSSS) is a trademarked-pending
project funded by Jobs Orientation Backup Systems (JOBS) to the

sum of $60,000.00. This web-based project is marshalled by Assoc Prof
Michael Chia and embraces staff expertise from the Physical Education
& Sports Science Academic Group. SSSS is targeted at young athletes
who wish to harness Sports Science to maximise their sporting performance
and stay sports-injury free. Key topics include sports training principles, nutrition
for sports, preparing the mind for training and competition, anticipation and
reaction time, biomechanical analyses in sport, and practices to stay sports-injury
free. What is uniquely different about SSSS is that the NIE-developed software
integrates special self-appraisal programmes from different disciplines in Sports
Science to provide holistic and individualised training and competition tips for
optimised sports performance. SSSS is therefore uniquely a ‘pit-stop’ for customised
and personalised sports advice. The project, due for completion by the second
quarter of 2005, will be marketed primarily to schools. For more information on
the project, please contact Assoc Prof Chia at yhmchia@nie.edu.sg.

ssoc Prof Michael
Chia  f rom the

Physical Education &
Sports Science Academic
Group has been appointed
as an Executive Board
Member of the Asian
Council of Exercise and
Sports Science (ACESS).
Set up in 2003, ACESS
seeks to promote Sports
Science research in
Asia. Assoc Prof Chia
was invited to be the
Singapore representative
based on his published
research work in the area

of Sports Science in Singapore. ACESS will
be hosting the International Conference in
Physical Education in Hong Kong from
7 to10 July 2004 with Assoc Prof Chia as
Chairperson for the international symposium
Health-related Fitness in School Physical
Education. Five thematic papers will be
presented to an international audience: three
from Singapore, one each from Malaysia
and the USA. Log on to http://www.acess.org
for more information on ACESS.
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Exhibition
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By Assoc Prof Michael Chia,
Physical Education & Sports Science
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he NIE Sunset Escapade 2004, held on 7
February 2004, was an entertaining and

memorable night for the NIE family with more
than 500 staff and their partners attending
the function at Orchard Hotel Ballroom. The
fun-loving and “wild” side of colleagues
became palpable as they let their hair down
in a night of frenzied partying. The place was
abuzz with activity as some had tattoos done
while others posed for their caricatures to be
drawn. The programme kicked off with the
selection of five hot hunks and five hot babes
as a medley of modern hits and oldies rendered
by Dr Will ie McClelland permeated the

ballroom. Hot on the heels of his enjoyable
performance was the skit which stole the show
- NIE’s in-house cast of budding artistes playing
the damsel-in-distress, the hero, the villain,
the horse and the ever-endearing and very
versati le cow-turned-tree! The evening
culminated in a shower of delight as beaming
winners walked away with lucky draw, early
bird, table and game prizes. All too soon the
party came to an end, but some chose to
dance the night away while others continued
the merrymaking over drinks and laughter-
filled conversations.

T

T

By NIE Staff Welfare & Recreation
Fund Committee

NIE Happenings

Enhancing Teaching, Embracing
Technology (ET)2
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hemed Enhancing Teaching, Embracing
Technology or (ET)2, the e-Carnival

was held on 6 February 2004. The fun-
filled event attracted staff, trainee teachers
and students from NIE and NTU.

The IT Projects Competition, which
was opened to the NTU community,
was categorised into IT and Work
Improvement, MicroLESSONS  and
e-Learning. Contributors of Learning
Plans and Nets the Easy Way!, Physical
Proficiency Test Website and other
winning entries were awarded shopping
vouchers and allocated booths at the
e-Carnival to showcase their projects.

The NIE Portal for staff was launched on
the same day with opportunities aplenty
for staff to participate in a branding
name competition for this new software.

Facilities were also set up for staff to try
out and feedback, via an e-survey, on the
NIE Portal.

With performances by buskers and a food
sale to raise funds, the year’s affair marked
a departure from previous IT-related
activities with these elements of fun and
charity. All proceeds went to The Straits
Times School Pocket Money Fund.

NIE Director Prof Leo Tan (above, centre)
& staff experiencing the Staff Portal

By Ms Nenny Bte Noorman
Academic Computing & Information Services



Teacher’s Talk

M

By Public & International Relations
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s Deborah Chang, a Postgraduate
Diploma in Education (Secondary)

trainee teacher (July 2003 intake) talks
about her love for teaching.

NIE News: Why did you choose
teaching as a career? Perhaps you
may like to share why you selected
the Chinese programme despite being
English educated.

Teaching has always been on my career
agenda. I love to be in the midst of
children  not only to play with them but

also to help them learn and grow. The
joy that they bring to my life and the
sense of fulfilment that comes with being
able to help them and even my own peers
led me to start considering teaching.
Having many of my immediate and
extended family members in the  teaching
fraternity also played a big part in creating
this desire. I wanted to impact the next
generation in the way some of my
teachers did, be it in mainstream
education or church school. Over the
years, this pull towards teaching just kept
growing stronger. I really wanted to play
a part in touching and changing lives,
not for anything else but for the fact that
it is truly a privilege to be able to have a
hand in moulding these young ones!

I was open to teaching most disciplines
as my grades for the various subjects were
quite consistent. But it had never occurred
to me that I might teach a subject that
was not even in the English medium!
Despite growing up in an English-speaking
environment, I was always receptive to
learning Chinese. It was easy to achieve
good grades as long as you could commit
the characters to memory (I would
however admit that this was often a dry
and torturous journey).

All it took was the ‘A’ levels for me to
realise for the first time that God really

had something special in store for me.
My ‘A’ level results were not good enough
for me to gain admission to the National
University of Singapore (NUS) but I
decided to put it as my first choice anyway.
This was the only way for me to apply
for the Ministry of Education (MOE)
Teaching Award, which only NUS
undergraduates were eligible for then.
In my application, I listed Chinese as an
open option as I had never disliked the
subject and it seemed interesting to study
it as a minor subject. My second and
third choices were to do a Bachelor of
Science and Bachelor of Arts respectively
in NIE, as I only wanted to teach.
In an amazing twist, I was awarded a
scholarship to study at  NUS on condition
that I would be a Chinese teacher. With
this miraculous door-opening by God,
I knew from that day that teaching
(teaching Chinese, that is) was never
going to be a career for me anymore,
but rather, a divine calling! This added
a new dimension to what teaching
meant to me.

In the past few years of teaching the
Chinese language, I have started to feel
a burden for those students who, like
me, are English rather than Chinese
language ‘oriented’. I often come out of
my classes feeling blessed and encouraged.
Even if the students’ grades improve
marginally, the change in their attitudes
towards learning Chinese has motivated
me to press on and give my best.

NIE News: Any words of advice for
aspiring teachers?

I am currently doing my practicum at
Anglo-Chinese School (Barker Road).
Helping some of the boys see and
experience the Chinese language in a
more positive light and even motivating
them to learn it can sometimes be more
than an uphill task.

The challenges that lie ahead of us are
indeed very real and on occasions, even
daunting. Do not despair, for you may just
miss the privilege of having a hand in the
“caterpillar- to-butterfly” transformations
of those in our care. This is what you will
find most fulfilling about this beautiful
and meaningful vocation.



Calendar of Events

Calendar of Events from April to September 2004
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Awards & Honours

Asst Prof Rebecca Ang Receives
JCCI Education Award

sst Prof Rebecca Ang (Psychological
Studies) was conferred the Japanese

Chamber of Commerce and Industry (JCCI)
Singapore Foundation Education Award
for her contributions in advancing
the education of children and youth
with problems in Singapore. She received
the award from Mr Teo Ming Kian,
Chairman of the Economic Development
Board on 9 March 2004 at Hotel
New Otani.

“I’m very happy and honoured to receive
the award. At-risk children and youth have
a chance to be successful in school and
to grow up to be productive adults and
citizens. It is therefore crucial to develop
and implement empirically supported
treatment programmes and services to
prevent negative consequences such as
juvenile delinquency and school dropout,”
said Asst Prof Ang.

Asst Prof Ang’s primary research interest
is in developmental child psychopathology.
Her academic achievements in school
psychology have gained worldwide
recognition. She was awarded the School
Psychology Review Outstanding Article of
the Year Award 2002 by the National
Association of School Psychologists, USA.
She is the author of Helping Angry
Children and Youth - Training manual and
activity workbook), which deal with effective
intervention strategies for aggressive
children and youths. Her enthusiasm
for community service is evident by her
active involvement in various welfare
organisations. She provides, training on a
voluntary basis to counsellors and social
workers on interventions with children and
youth-at-risk with behavioural and
emotional difficulties. She also serves as a
member in the Students Care Service
Advisory Committee (Clementi Centre).

A

By Public & International Relations

NIE at the SEA Games
IE was represented at the 22nd
South East Asian (SEA) Games by

three athletes and two officials, all of
whom are from the Physical Education
& Sports Science Academic Group. The
Games were hosted by Vietnam in Ho Chi
Minh City and Hanoi. Postgraduate
Diploma in Education trainee teachers Ms
Ong Wei Chen, Ms Lim Ling Min and Mr
S Kumaresadas competed in Volleyball,

Canoeing and Basketball respectively.
Ling Min was successful in winning two
bronze medals as part of the four-woman
team that came in third in the 500 metres
K4 event, and one of the pair that took
third in the 1000 metres K2 event.

The Chess team, managed by Assoc Prof
Nick Aplin, brought back four medals
including the silver won by 13-year old

Jason Goh at the Van Don Sports Centre
in Ho Chi Minh City.

A special word of mention goes to Asst
Prof Michael Koh who masterminded the
medal-winning successes of the
Gymnastics team. Although he did not
travel to Vietnam, he has  been widely
credited with creating a winning system
for his association.

N
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(From left to right) Assoc Prof Nick Aplin, Ms Lim Ling Min,
Mr S Kumaresadas, Ms Ong Wei Chen & Asst Prof Michael Koh

By Assoc Prof Nick Aplin
Physical Education & Sports Science
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