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FREQUENCYFREQUENCY

7 January 2007 marked a new beginning
for 349 graduands, majority of whom
were from the January 2006 PGDE

cohort, as they received their diplomas at the
recent Teacher’s Investiture Ceremony
organized by NIE. Held at The Nanyang
Auditorium, the joyous occasion was graced
by guest of honour, Rear-Admiral Lui Tuck
Yew, Minister of State for Education.

In his address, Rear-Admiral Lui Tuck Yew
spoke of the systematic guidance and support
for beginning teachers as well as professional
upgrading and in-service training. The
Structured Mentoring Programme (SMP) for
beginning teachers, launched last January, will
see every beginning teacher receiving a
structured induction process along with a
trained mentor who will share best practices
as well as familiarizing the teacher with the
school culture, He also noted that MOE will
continue working closely with NIE to provide
additional training for beginning teachers in
core areas as well as exploring new ways to
better prepare teachers for the profession and
harness the diversity in the make-up of new
teachers.
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Teachers' Invest

As we embrace 2007, I am sure many of us have come
up with new, exciting resolutions. Resolutions that we
shall try to keep. After all, the thrill of starting a
whole new year is to anticipate new experiences with
much optimism.

For some, it is time to head back to schools for
Practicum. Those who have gone through this sneak

preview of life as a teacher can easily relate tales of sleepless nights
drawing up lesson plans and coping with rising stress levels as you
work hard to meet the demands of supervisors and cooperating teachers.
Instead of letting these tales get us down, we should instead take
these challenges as journeys of self-discoveries. I believe the weeks
will breeze through once you step into the school; bearing two things
in mind – to teach and learn.

In this latest issue of Voices, we have provided some useful tips
from the Practicum Office. We take a peek into campus life, become
inspired by experiences shared by the youth expedition projects, and
conduct interviews with respective individuals who will be sharing their
recipes for success. We can’t promise you the results but we certainly
hope that there is much to learn from the sharing. Brave the new
challenges and you are good to go. Good luck to all.

Enjoy the read!
Nur Namira Mazlan

TTC Publications Officer
Editor-in-Chief of NIE Voices 2007

Director’s Message

Prize Winners at the Te
achers’ Investitu

Dear Student Teachers

A Happy New Year to all of you!
If this is your first semester on our campus, welcome to the Heart of

Education! To all others, welcome back to a new semester of study, growth
and networking.

As the semester begins, I would like to encourage you to take time out
from your busy schedules to enjoy our lovely campus and to make friends. It is through
the connection with your peers that you will enjoy life better on campus, and learn more.
To facilitate camaraderie and the building of a strong teaching fraternity, NIE has built a
student hub on campus. Named fondly by our student teachers as U.iD (standing for Unity
in Diversity), the hub is a place for everyone to gather to enjoy student club activities, chit
chat, discuss group assignments or just come for a cup of coffee or a meal. Do make full
use of this building which was built solely with you in mind.

Your life at NIE will be more meaningful if you fully participate in student activities.
There are 11 student clubs on campus catering to different interest groups and programmes,
and more clubs are seeding. Clubs aim to connect student teachers and to make life on
campus more fun and vibrant. Join club activities--they will broaden your worldview and
nurture your talents. Take part in student development programmes too—there are Resiliency
courses, Explorations in Ethnicity courses, study trips to overseas educational institutions,
education and youth conferences to attend and many international service-learning projects
for you to participate in. All these activities will help you grow personally and professionally.
It will enrich not only your areas of interest but will also help you to develop your leadership
and interpersonal skills. These are the learning opportunities beyond the classrooms and
will certainly come in handy when you serve as teachers in the schools.

I wish all of you a happy and fulfilling semester ahead. For those of you on Teaching
Practicum, all the very best – take this opportunity to learn as much as you can and give
of your best to your pupils so that the potential in each child can be unlocked through the
works of your hands.

Yours truly,
Professor Lee Sing Kong
Director, NIE

Editor’s Commentary



FREQUENCYFREQUENCY

tutors, supervisors and various senior teachers who care to share, that
teaching and learning are intricately intertwined and interconnected.
It’s always a learning experience to encounter unfamiliar situations
and trying to use the theories that I’ve learned to resolve the issues.
This may sound cliché, but I’m learning every single day from my
students, at the simultaneous instance when I’m teaching them.

Furthermore, from the close bonds I share with my NIE geography
class and tutors, I learned that I’m not a mere individual walking a
lonely winding road. My class of geography teachers is always ready
to share and help even though we are dispersed to different schools.

The greatest challenge you face is…
Sia Chee Hong: to work out a plan to incorporate all the skills that I
have acquired during the course of study in NIE and implement it in
my teaching subjects.
Wei Hui:  time – Too many courses squeezed into too short a period
of time. May not  be able to read all subjects at in depth. I believe that
life is one that is constantly with a “L” plate. As a teacher, life-long
learning is even vital.
Julian Chang: striving to stay true to my convictions everyday. There’s
this innate fear of failing in my duty as a teacher. One gets easily
frustrated when the results of your teaching does not show up instantly.
I learned to be patient with first and foremost, myself, and secondly,
my students. It’s always a joy to know that students do try to appreciate
your lessons, although I have to admit it can be at times dry and boring!

The secret behind your success…
Sia Chee Hong: Be persevering and believe in ourselves. Keep on
reminding ourselves that there is nothing impossible in this world!
Wei Hui: Be Focused. Desire to learn. Treat each assignment as a means
to discover something new.
Julian Chang: The support from friends, family and tutors is the secret
behind my success.

One particular lecturer was particularly inspiring and always ready
to share his  experiences and knowledge – Mr Yee Sze Oon. He’s been
the inspiration for my entire geography class to go out there to
demonstrate to the students that geography does matters! He has been
truly the wind beneath our wings.

sture Ceremony (TIC)
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Nur Namira Mazlan
Editor-In-Chief, Voices

   Believe in your

students, and expect

good things from them.

Rear-Admiral Lui Tuck Yew, Minister of St
ate for Education

Rear-Admiral Lui also highlighted the importance of keeping
up a love of learning and self-improvement in our journey as
teachers. Under the Professional Development Continuum
Model (PDCM), teachers can upgrade themselves by taking
up courses that accumulate credit towards advanced
certification. With MOE providing consultancy for school-
based research and experiments in teaching, teachers are also
encouraged to participate in pedagogical research as teaching
and research have a strong correlation. Rear-Admiral Lui
left the graduands with a meaningful message in his
concluding speech, ‘Believe in your students, and expect good
things from them.’

The journey to success
The recent Teacher’s Investiture Ceremony witnessed five
prize winners receiving awards for their excellent
academic performance. Joshua Shoo Jian Hao, the
valedictorian, was presented with the Singapore
Association For The Advancement Of Science Prize and
the Singapore Teachers’ Union Book Prize. Joshua
shared his belief in teaching. In his words, ‘Above and
beyond the immense time, effort and energy required of

excellent teaching, we are dedicated to growing as an individual,
and at the same time making an indelible impact in the lives of those who have
been entrusted to us. Teaching, my friends, ladies and gentlemen, is as much
about our strength of character as it is about that of our students.’

The other prize winners include Miss Lee Weihui who was presented
the Singapore Chinese Teachers’ Union Book Prize, Mr Daniel Lim
Wan Sheng for the Justice Choor Singh Gold Medal and History
Association of Singapore Book Prize, Mr Sia Chee Hong for the
Association of Mathematics Educators Book Prize and Julian Chang
Xiao Ping for the Geography Teachers’ Association of Singapore Book
Prize.

Catch them on this special interview as they share their learning
journey and recipe for success.

What have you learnt throughout the course of study in NIE that
have had an impact on you as a person?
Sia Chee Hong: Teaching is meaningful only if we are willing to invest
our time and efforts in each of our students. The investment will
eventually followed by a return of millions of gratitude from the bottom
of their heart and the difference that we have made in each of them.
Wei Hui: The everyday “horrifying” experiences in class were well
known. Every teacher to some extent should know how to manage
people. NIE has systematized these management tactics and has given
me a foundation in which I can rely on during my teaching. Coming
to NIE is just coming to collect a bag of tricks  to use in class in which
I can engage my students in much interesting and meaningful lessons.
The practicum experience was unforgettable. Though challenging yet
meaningful. I had very good mentors.
Julian Chang: I have learned my own social position as a teacher
within the larger context of society. While more often than not, the
media paints a noble  picture of the teaching profession, I learned from

stiture Ceremony
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00 NIE staff, students, alumni and friends took part in the first NIE
Director’s Relay Run on 13th October 2006. This charity event
commemorated the stepping down of NIE Director Prof Leo Tan

and raised over $46,000 for the Singapore Heart Foundation, which was
personally chosen by Prof Tan as the beneficiary.

The event which began at 9pm and ended at 9am the following day, saw
people from various tertiary institutions coming together to support the
worthy cause.

While runners at the event had to run for 12 straight hours, they and
their supporters were entertained throughout the night by a variety of
performances, ranging from cultural dances to modern dance to band
performances as well as back-to-back screenings of box office hits like
‘Shutter’ and ‘Fast and Furious 2: Tokyo Drift’.

One particular notable performance was put up by the Trainee Teacher
Club (TTC) members. Their performance was specially dedicated to Prof Tan.

Of the performances by 3 different bands, Fuzure was a big hit with the
audience. The chairman of the PESS club, Azuan Tan is the lead singer in
the band, and this is what he had to say of the performance, “I was initially
skeptical of whether my band would be well received as the event was of a
huge scale, but it turned out to be a gratifying experience as the audience
were receptive to the performance and they even requested for an encore.”

As for the Prof Tan, this is what Azuan had to say, “I respect Prof Leo
Tan and think he is a noble man and a heartwarming person for his cause
and vision for our institution. I have great admiration for him and I wish
him all the best in his future endeavours.”

This event could not have been a success without the dedication,
persistence and determination of the 600 NIE personnel, members of the
running fraternity and tertiary institutions.

As mentioned by Prof Leo Tan, he hopes that this meaningful occasion
would become a permanent event on the NIE annual calendar.

Let’s look forward to the next Director’s Relay Run !

By Khalisah Kader
Diploma in Education

Second Year, ELL Club

3

Run for funds! Run for fun!

Director’s Relay
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n 15th November last year, more than 500
members of the NIE family gathered for a
dinner in appreciation of Professor Leo Tan

who stepped down as Director of the Institute on 31st
October 2006.

The dinner, held at the Grand Ballroom of the
prestigious Grand Copthorne Waterfront Hotel was
graced by Guest of Honour, Mr Tharman
Shanmugaratnam, Minister for Education and second
Minister for Finance and saw a gathering of familiar
faces on campus ranging from faculty, students, admin
personnel and even canteen stall operators.

It was a bittersweet event marked by nostalgic
smiles as guests at the dinner reminisced the days at
NIE with Professor Tan as Director, through series of
speeches by fellow colleagues and a special video
presentation chronicling the life of Professor Tan as an
Educator, Scientist, Leader and Friend.

As Director of NIE, Professor Leo Tan saw through
many notable changes one of which was the move
from Bukit Timah Campus to the current Yunnan
Garden Campus. He also helmed the establishment of
the Centre for Research in Pedagogy and Practice, and
the Learning Sciences Laboratory making NIE truly
an Institute of Distinction.

Professor Leo Tan may have stepped down as
Director but his presence lives on in the hearts of
everyone in the NIE family.

Md. Sherefudin Jamal
Diploma in Education

Year 2

O

A Dinner
with Our
Beloved
Professor

“Thank you, Sir”



FEATUREFEATURE

Faizal: Not really. Playing sports is my first interest. Music came into
my life only as late as when I was in Sec 1 (1996). That was when I
learnt how to play the guitar and started listening to MUSIC!
K.Faizal: I would feel lost without my ol’ skool 3rd generation Ipod…
my classic.

What is your favourite music genre?
Haresh: I listen to almost everything but have a preference for the
older stuff like Jimi Hendrix, Stevie Wonder, The Rolling Stones, The
Allman Brothers. I also enjoy Red Hot Chili Peppers and Foo Fighters.
Azuan: Basically anything that sounds great, but I am more inclined
towards pop, rock and rhythm and blues.
Rachel: I’m alright with all sorts of music as long as the tune sounds
catchy with meaningful lyrics that come with it.
Jonathan: Punk. ALWAYS!
Faizal: My favourite music genre has to be “Alternative/Pop Rock”
as it is listenable and playable at the same time.
K.Faizal: I listen to a plethora of music genres… a dash of punk,
sprinkled with ska/raggae, a generous dollop of alternative rock
topped with the occasional R&B/Hip-Hop… Currently I’m into
bossanova and jazz…. top favourites include Nouvelle Vague and
Bebel Gilberto.

PESS Rocks!PESS Rocks!
T he crowd cheered as the PESS band took to the stage during the

recent Director’s Relay event. And no wonder – with such a
display of promising music talents, they truly deserve the loud

applause! I caught up with them to learn their secrets behind the
spectacular live performance.

How and when was the band formed?
Haresh: The thought of forming the band came about after an adhoc
performance we did during the PESS 2006 Freshmen Orientation Camp.
We performed “Closing Time” by Semisonic to signify the end of a
fabulous 3-day camp. After that, the opportunity came about to perform
during the Director’s Run and we decided to run with it.
Azuan: As you would have known, we are all PE teachers, what you
wouldn’t have realized would be the fact that other than Kamar Faizal
we are all in the PESS Club management committee. So being the close
friends that we are, other than sports, music is something we all have
in common. We have always wanted to find a way to contribute to
society and when the director’s relay called for fringe performances,
we jumped at the idea of being able to do something for the greater
good and still have a rocking good time.

Has music been your first interest?
Rachel: Yes. I started listening to music since young and attended music
lessons to upgrade myself till this moment! I play organ, piano and a
little bit of guitar!
Jonathan: No, not my first, but definitely not my last either.
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All of you seemed professional and experienced during
your spectacular live performance at the Director’s Relay
Run. How do you gain such experience?
Haresh: We practiced quite a fair bit prior to the performance. And I
guess the fact that we were doing it purely for fun made the performance
light-hearted.
Azuan: We did? We thought everyone was just cheering because they
had to. Anyway we practiced quite a bit especially since we met each
other all the time given our common work schedules. It also helped
that the crowd, especially our friends both from PE and the rest of the
cohort, were an awesome audience.
Rachel: I was a little nervous initially. However, as we begun, I was
too engrossed in the music and enjoyed myself with the music and
forgotten all about the audience around me.
Jonathan: I have no experience, jamming that day was the first for me.
I just played, that’s all.
Faizal: I have to give it to my experiences of performing and emceeing
in school functions since my JC days. Such experiences have allowed
me to be more confident on stage, but nevertheless, I was still very
nervous before and during the performance itself!
K.Faizal: I’m not really a performer… I get really, really nervous on
stage. It was all due to a rather bad experience I had in Secondary
school. However, it’s getting better each time. Thanks to the other more
experienced band mates.

How do you rate yourself as a performer?
Haresh: Haha... You would have to ask the rest of my band members.
Personally I have a long way to go. But the rest of my band members
did an awesome job!
Rachel: Nah... I’m still an amateur. I’ve still got so much more to learn!!
Faizal: I’d give myself a perfect 10… for being the perfect CLOWN on
stage! Haha…
K.Faizal: I’m not dreaming of grandeur or super stardom that’s for
sure…

Which dream band do you hope to perform with?
Haresh: The Foo Fighters! I think they’re currently one of the best bands
in the world.
Rachel: Michael Learns to Rock. I used to sing and memorise their
songs. Performing with them will make my dream come true!
Faizal: Bee Gees! I can do a falsetto just like the Gibb brothers! Heh…
K.Faizal: Gosh! This is a hard one… there’s just too many… Lifehouse,
Red Hot Chilli Peppers (Flea rawks! He’s my hero)… Carlos Santana
maybe?  Eric Clapton!

The feeling of performing live in front of a big crowd
is...
Haresh: ...euphoric! As long as everything goes well of course...
Azuan: ...exhilarating and breathtaking, especially in front of a responsive
crowd like the one that night.
Rachel: …superb!! Especially with friends who are there supporting
you and strangers, whom you never met actually, cheering for you!!
It definitely felt fabulous!!
Jonathan: …ok, not something that a person necessarily has to experience
in a lifetime.
Faizal: …such a turn-on!
K.Faizal: yikes!

Music to you is…
Haresh: ...an emotional outlet. Whether you’re playing or just listening
to it, music is one of the few things that I would consider essential to
daily life.
Azuan: ...the filler of my empty moments in my sometimes mundane
life.
Rachel: ...part of my life. In fact, life without music would be
meaningless.
Jonathan: …is a good alternative to listening to people’s complaints.
Faizal: …an organised noise.
K.Faizal: mu·sic [myoo-zik] an art of sound in time that expresses ideas
and emotions in significant forms through the elements of rhythm,
melody, harmony, and colour… yeah, I’d have to concur with Mr
Webster… hurhur

Is it necessary for a teacher to be talented?
Haresh: I think it does help if a teacher has talent. But with hard work
and perseverance, a person can easily do better than an individual that
only has talent.
Azuan: I wouldn’t use the word necessary, but talent provides a teacher
with an avenue to gain respect a lot easier, an efficient method to gain
attention, and a lot of presents on Teacher’s Day! Hahahaha…
Rachel: Talented is not the word. “Pursuing something that you are
interested in” is more appropriate. Many people may be interested in
something but very few of them would have the courage or patience
to pursue their dreams to reach their goal.
Jonathan: I think everyone is talented in their own way. And NO, a
teacher doesn’t need to be talented, they just need to have the PASSION,
Ha!
Faizal: Definitely not. It’ll just be a plus point as the teacher can use
that talent in his/her teaching (i.e. incorporating music in Math or
English lessons)
K.Faizal: Hard work makes you
brilliant... coupled with talent,
you’ll be a legend.

FEATUREFEATURE

Nur Namira Mazlan
BA (Ed), Year 2

From top left: , 
Kamar Faizal Bin Baharam, Jonathan

Leo, Md Azuan Tan, Mohamad Faizal Bin Mat Isa, Rachel

Ong and Haresh T Suppiah



T here were 28 of us, from 7 different nations, with different
experiences and different perspectives, brought together in Hanoi
by the 8th Hitachi Young Leaders’ Initiative organized by Hitachi

Asia Pte. Ltd. And it was certainly an experience we will always value.
During the initiative, the 4 Singapore delegates along with our

friends from Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, The Philippines, Thailand and
Vietnam were given the opportunity to
network and discuss with influential leaders
including Former Deputy Prime Minister of
Vietnam, Mr. Vu Khoan and Senator Pilar
Cayetano from The Philippines as well as
experts on regional issues. We tackled two
main issues: “What China and India’s
Economic Development can bring to Asia”
and “Challenges for Asia in Water
Management and Sustainability” under the
overarching theme of “Empowering Asia –
An Increased Role and A Common Voice as
A Responsible Player”. The initiative
comprised of a 2 day forum, student workshops and a community
work with Hanoi’s SOS Children’s Village. The 28 of us were tasked
to write four white papers that made recommendations for the region
with regards to the two issues and we presented these to the various
media from the region during our press conference.

It was a challenge for me, not having been trained as an economist
or environmentalist, but I found my background in education useful

too. And in facing that challenge, I was
rewarded by a rich exchange of knowledge
and ideas which flowed through the heated
discussions that lasted way into the wee
hours of the morning as we tried to come
to a consensus on Asia’s best moves for the
near future. It was not an easy task but we

triumphed and we gained so much. From each other, we drew
inspiration and motivation and in each other, we found friendship
that transgressed beyond nationality, religion and culture. It was an
initiative like no other and the
lessons learnt and friendships
formed will always be my
prized treasures.

8

Post-performance shot of the 28 Delegates at the Welcome Dinner

A poolside shot in
 our suits!

(Me: 2nd from the left)

By Renee Yuanna Sulaiman
Bsc Club

Hard at work with my friends:
Ariff (Malaysia), Yoichi (Japan)
and Lolita (Indonesia)

Meeting the
Young Leaders

TEACHER BUZZTEACHER BUZZ
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Happy holidays Shere! Welcome back from your Explorations
in Ethnicity Camp and thank you very much for agreeing to
do this short interview with me. For starters, could you please
tell me and the readers a little more about Explorations in
Ethnicity?
Well, Explorations in Ethnicity or EiE for short, is a program jointly
organised by NIE, People’s Association (PA), Central Singapore
Community Development Council (CS CDC) and the South West
Community Development Council (SW CDC). Its main aim is to help
sensitise Singaporeans to the fact that while Singapore sees itself as a
multicultural society, many Singaporeans need to better understand
what it means to strengthen our individual and societal bonds through
deeper examination of the issue of ethnicity and multiculturalism.

The organisers hope that at the end of the group
discussions and activities spread over

a weekend,
participants will

have a better
awareness of the

ethnic and cultural
issues in Singapore

as manifested in
attitudes, perceptions

and experiences of
Singaporeans and

non-Singaporeans. At
the same time

participants would also
be aware of the potential,

both positive and
negative, of living in a

nation with ‘ethnic
diversity’

I understand that EIE is not compulsory
for student teachers and participation
is strictly voluntary, so what motivated
you to sign up for this camp?
I signed up for EiE because I felt that as a
student teacher, it is essential that I learn more
about Singapore as a multi racial and multi

cultural society as it will be one of the important issues which I will
have to face when I become a full time teacher. I wanted to mentally
prepare myself for a classroom full of students from different ethnic
and cultural backgrounds. I grew up understanding that racial harmony
is not just about tolerance because tolerance has its limits, it is more
about understanding each other and accepting the practices and beliefs
that are unique to each of us and I felt that through EiE, I might be
able to understand better the thoughts and feelings of Singaporeans
of different ethnic backgrounds.

So after the camp, do you think you understand better the
thoughts and feelings of the different ethnic groups?
I believe I do. During the camp, we were split into groups of about
eight, and the camp facilitators ensured that each group had a good
mix of participants from different ethnic backgrounds. I had Chinese,
Malays, Eurasians and even a Malayali guy in my group – an ethic
group I never knew existed until then. Through the series of no-hold-
back discussions, I was able to interact with people of various ethnicities
and listen to their views on racial issues. These issues ranged from
broad matters such as living in a country with a majority race to small
matters such as why almost all the models on advertisements are
Chinese and they have clear skin and long straight hair. Haha.. Such
issues may seem trivial on the surface but are actually quite profound
as I have learnt.

Thanks for the insights on EiE, Sherefudin. As a parting shot,
for the readers of Voices, in one sentence, describe your EIE
experience.
EiE opened my eyes to the vulnerabilities of our ethnically diverse
community and what I should do to ensure the harmony amongst the
different ethnic groups prevails.

Explorations in Ethnicity

Documenting your life jou
rney...

We work as a team...

By Muhammad Sherefudin B Jamal
Diploma in Education Year 2

Explorations in Ethnicity
TEACHER BUZZTEACHER BUZZ



What happens if you’re faced with an unexpected situation? 
What should you do and who can you turn to for help?

TEACHER BUZZTEACHER BUZZ
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By Wendy Nah Chui Yang
Diploma in Education, Year 1

3

5

Having doubts about your first

Fret not, Therese from the Practicum Office has provided
us with useful tips on how to prepare ourselves in schools.

How do we find out more about what is expected
of us?
At the practicum briefing(s) conducted by Practicum Office, all will
be revealed! In addition, you should also visit the Practicum Office
Homepage to update yourself on the information.

Is there something extra that the supervisor / CT is looking
for?
Just work hard, keep to deadlines (e.g., handing in lesson plans for all lessons conducted
to your CTs at least one day in advance) and genuinely work on feedback given. Since
you have a reduced workload during practicum, you therefore have more time on
your hands. Hence, they will expect you to come up with more creative/innovative
lessons. So spend the extra hours looking for and/or preparing appropriate resources.

As teachers, you need to think on your feet. So, hopefully you have your wits about you
at that moment and will respond constructively to the situation. You can also enlist the help
of your cooperating teachers and other colleagues and tap on their wisdom. Of course you
can, and should, turn to your NIE supervisor for advice and help. If all else fails, please
contact the Practicum Office and we will definitely try and help you.

4

What do you need to know before starting out?
• Which school you are posted to and how to get there
• Who your NIE supervisor (NIE Supervision Coordinator) is
• Relevant telephone numbers and email addresses – school, Practicum Office, NSC.

How do you prepare yourself for Practicum?
• Learn as much as you can from your CS classes so that you are prepared with a

good repertoire of teaching skills when you embark on your practicum
• Read up during the holidays to beef up your content knowledge if you know you

are not familiar with certain concepts
• Polish up your language skills so that you can deliver your lessons articulately,

without glaring grammatical and sentence structure errors
• Talk to as many of your seniors as possible about their experiences so that

you get a wide spectrum of opinions
• Attend the practicum briefing(s) conducted by Practicum Office so that you

are clear about the requirements and expectations for practicum
• Attend the Teaching Practice Forum organised by the BA Club to get more

insights from NIE supervisors and your fellow student teachers.

Practicum
experience?

2
1



share the school’s motto: “Not to produce the best children, but to
produce children who do their best”. Although some schools in
Indonesia lack the funding and facilities that we take for granted here
in Singapore, the passion of the teachers more than make up for it.
Through our visits, we witnessed the power of the teacher as an agent
of change and began to appreciate the value of professional
development.

Naturally, it was not all work and no play. We had our fair share
of visiting local attractions such as the picturesque Tangkuban Perahu
(an active stratovolcano in Bandung) and the memorable Saung
Angklung Udjo (an Angklung [traditional Sundanese musical instrument]
school in Bandung), where we were captivated by the spontaneity of
the children. Not to mention the factory-outlet shopping which we
simply could not quite get enough of!

Inspirations
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By Renee Yuanna Sulaiman
Bsc Club

TRAVEL & DESTINATIONTRAVEL & DESTINATION

What do you get when you put 18 trainee
teachers together in Indonesia?  Plenty of
inspiring lessons gained, and a blasting
good time, of course!

T he 18 of us – trainee teachers from various programmes at NIE
– were in Indonesia from 5 to 13 December 2006 as part of the
second Overseas Education Experience organised by the Bachelor

of Science Club.  Aptly named INSPirasi (meaning “inspiration”), we
embarked on a culturally-rich journey – spanning Jakarta, Bogor, Depok
and Bandung – exploring the various school systems in Indonesia. We
had valuable opportunities to speak to educators as well as
representatives from private organisations that recognise the importance
of investing in education for the country’s development.

Throughout the overseas experience, we found ourselves constantly
challenged to (re)evaluate our personal philosophies and perspectives
of education.  The many heartfelt sharings by Indonesian educators
prompted critical self-reflection on our part.  For example, many of us
were encouraged when we heard the founder of Sekolah Fajar Hidayah

In this short visit, we were charmed by the
hospitality of the Indonesians and more
importantly, took away priceless lessons about
education and our role as educators. Certainly, for
the 18 of us on this Overseas Education Experience,
we have been nothing short of inspired!

A visit to an
 active volc

ano in Bandung



of 72 square km with a well-protected environment, the park was elected
as the high-tech industry park with the greatest development potential
in China. I was highly impressed by how the planners created a
sustainable environment for Songshan Lake, with modern industries
and institution in harmony with the natural environment around it. We
also visited the Dongguan University of Technology where we got to
see the university’s education plan and how it develops students who
will be ready to work in the Songshan Industry Park.
On the third day, we went to Nanning where the actual Youth Conference
was held. On arrival we went to visit the China Guangxi International
Youth Exchange Institute and found out more about the youth volunteer
service in that province. It was amazing to see such a huge pool of
young volunteers involved in various youth activities. The fourth day
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Group photo with Secretary-General ofGuanxi Youth Federation
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O n 23 October 2006, eighty-seven delegates arrived at
Guangzhou, China to attend the 15th China-ASEAN Youth
Camp. It was a seven day camp and a total of eight delegates

represented Singapore. I was chosen to represent the National Institute
of Education. The aim of this youth camp was to forge closer ties
between China and ASEAN countries. For me, it was a huge learning
experience. On our first day, after arriving in Guangzhou, we met all
the delegates for the first time. It was a good platform for making friends
and building new networks. On the second day we visited the Dongguan
Songshan Lake Science & Technology Industry Park. Covering an area

15th China-ASEAN Youth Camp

Tree plan
ting at China-ASEAN Friendship Park
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We were ushered to the Fujian Normal University which has an
enrolment of about 20,000 students. It is also their teacher training
institute. I was impressed by the University’s facilities and the dedication
of the students who were still at the campus after dark. The next day,
we went to visit a temple that was built during the Tang dynasty. The
temple visit was a good opportunity for many of us to relax and enjoy
the Chinese heritage, and for some of us, to retreat and reflect. We did
an institutional visit to Jindeli Holdings Corporation which produces
the largest number of imitation jewellery in China. We also paid a visit
to Fujian Star-net Communications Company which is the major
supplier of mobile and public payphone in China, occupying 40% of
the market share.

This was followed by a visit to the Ninghua Youth Civilisation
Community to observe volunteer work being done by the group in a
community composed mainly of senior citizens. I was surprised to
see a computer centre initiated by Microsoft Corporation and a lot of
senior citizens engaged in acquiring computer skills. Youth volunteers
are assigned to empower these senior citizen with IT knowledge. It
was really amazing to see the senior citizens’ enthusiasm in learning
even at their age, and I was encouraged to be a lifelong learner like
them. That evening we had a meeting and farewell dinner hosted by
Mr. Chen Shaoyong, the Secretary-General of the Fujian Provincial
Standing Committee of the Communist Party of China, the No. 2 man
in Fujian. This was the last activity of the China-ASEAN Youth Camp
2006 so it served as a farewell party as well. Toasts were exchanged
as a tribute to the strong cooperation among nations. To end the
evening, the entire ballroom sang the Chinese and English versions
of Auld Lang Syne. The song gives me goosebumps as it is always
played during emotional farewells.

was exclusively reserved for the China-ASEAN Youth Forum. This
forum served as a platform for the China and ASEAN countries to
discuss the topic of “Volunteerism and Active Citizenship” among
youth. Each country delivered a paper on the state of volunteerism in
their own countries. I was tasked to present the paper on behalf of the
Singapore delegation. It was interesting to note how every country
engages their youth actively in serving their community. I noticed
during the forum that Singapore was the only country which
incorporated learning with serving the community. This new
methodology of Service learning benefits both the service provider and
receiver. I also noticed that the framework and structure we have in
Singapore greatly encourages our youth to actively engage in community
service.

In the afternoon, we were divided into discussion groups and
discussed topics ranging from challenges facing volunteerism today,
to the need for a regional body to coordinate such volunteer efforts. I
was also able to introduce and explain why it is important for youths
to be engaged in not just volunteer work, but to be lifelong learner from
the experience of their work. The Singapore team was also able to
contribute the idea of Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) and how
companies can be called in to engage in volunteer work. That evening,
after a sumptuous banquet hosted by the officials of Guangxi
government, we had a cultural performance where the Singapore team
put up a dance item. It was also a great opportunity for us to watch
and appreciate the cultural performance put up by the Chinese artistes
and other ASEAN countries.

The next day, we were invited by the Secretariat of the China-
ASEAN Expo and were briefed on the background of the Expo and
how this yearly event has improved the relationship between China
and ASEAN leaders and the business community. PM Lee was also
in Nanning around that time to participate in the Expo. After the visit,
we were ushered to the China-ASEAN Friendship Park at Qinxiu
Mountain. We took part in a tree planting event and every country
planted a tree as a symbol of everlasting friendship and the commitment
for better relationship with China and ASEAN countries.

On the sixth day, we flew into Fuzhou, the capital for the Fujian
province. It was an emotional and homecoming trip for some of my
Chinese teammates as their ancestors hail from the Fujian province.

Presenting country paper to Youth Forum

This trip made me realise the importance of building social and
economic relations with China as they aspire to become the ‘superpower
in Asia’. I have come to realise that working closely with them will
bring in benefits to both China and ASEAN countries. I was able to
view and appreciate the strong framework Singapore has in place that
encourages and facilitates youth volunteerism from a young age. I
also learnt how to formally present a country paper at an international
conference. The trip has allowed me to make many new friends, some
of whom NIE hopes to collaborate with for future projects. I have also
learnt a lot of protocols that are to be observed during a Chinese
banquet. All in all, it was a fun and fruitful trip which really gave me
a good learning experience. I will strongly encourage other youths
to go for such trips as it will benefit their personal and professional
development.

The ASEAN delegates



A panoramic view of Nepal
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on their own. For some of our trainees, it was a holiday experience
embedded never to be forgotten.

Four of our NIE student teachers had a blast during their holidays
in the company of their close friends. Exploring the breathtaking beauty
and hidden treasures of 3 different countries were Mr. Wong Lap Yin
(Dip. PE Yr 2), Miss Nur’Lelah Asfee ( STP Yr 2) and her best mate Miss
Adalina Coelho (BA, Yr 3), and Miss Nurhiza Mohamed (STP Yr 2).

A Nepal Adventure ...
When we think of Nepal, picturesque views of giant snow-capped
mountains instantly fill our imaginations. The splendid stories of Mount
Everest have always been an essential part of our impression of Nepal.
Well, one of our trainees, Lap Yin, was blessed with the opportunity
to experience all of that and more during his trekking trip there.

Paragliding at PokarraNepal is a definite must for mountain trekkers.
The Himalayan ranges offer many different trekking opportunities
such as the Annapurna Sanctuary and Annapurna Circuit and Everest
treks among others. If trekking is not your cup of tea, don’t fret. City
tours are also available and very much popular.

Turkish Delights!
Two of our trainees took a trip up to Europe to experience the Turkish
culture. Twenty-two days in a foreign land were going to be a mean
feat if they didn’t learn a thing or two about Turkey so they spent three
months submerging themselves in the Turkish culture, establishing
contacts and planning their extension. Their first steps were to read
the guidebooks and language books, and taking a trip to the Turkish
Cultural Centre. At last, after all the preparations, they were confident
enough to travel on a tour package and extended their holiday for two
weeks for a homestay.

HOLIDAYS!

They arrived with beautiful images of Turkey but admitted that
it was  cok güzel  (very beautiful), better than expected. Sightseeing was
captivating. They set eyes on a myriad of tourist attractions such as
the Blue Mosque and Haghia Sophia, Uludag (snow area), Pamukkale
(hot spring), Ephesus (Greek Ruins) and Capadocia (stone structure).
Enough said, Turkey is a guaranteed historical sightseeing attraction.
 As for homestay, Lelah and Adalina lived in temporarily with a family
for 4 days and were very lucky to live the country life, something we

The examination period is over, and the holidays are in! It was time
for our NIE trainees to take a breather from the freezing cold
lecture halls to venture the world, together as groups with clubs

Together with an NS friend, their 16 days of adventure was mostly
filled with panoramic views of mountain ranges heavily sprinkled with
snow icing, and these mountains appear as golden peaks during sunrise!

With an experienced guide, they succeeded in trekking the trails
of Machapuchre Base Camp, Annapurna Base Camp, Poon Hill, and
even soared like eagles in the skies of Pokarra through paragliding! It
was a 30-minutes experience for US$75 but the memory you bring
home is priceless! Hospitality-wise, the Nepalese folks are friendly,
and you know you will have no problems of being coerced to purchase
something once you step foot into a shop when the shopkeepers say,
“Come in and take a look. No obligations.“ The things are relatively
cheap due to the exchange rate (S$1 = 45 Rupees) and low cost of living.
However, price of commodities goes progressively higher as one scales
the heights. Lap Yin advises that it is very important to get a good
guide who is experienced and responsible because you don’t want to
run into any mishaps while trekking the mountains.

Welcome to Turkey!

Fun in the snow!
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By Nur Fitri Bte Muhd. Syafran
Special Training Programme (MT)

city people hardly get to experience. As with all the other Turkish people,
the hosts were very friendly and accommodating. Another four days
were spent in the state of Ankara. Take away the snow and the freezing
coldness, it is similar to our sunny island itself, in the sense that it is a
business state where the people work, work and work! The university
students in the capital state, Istanbul, were also very welcoming. The
ladies had loads of fun staying with them.

The shopping is about the same as Singapore due to the exchange
rate (S$1 = 0.95 YTR). Be prepared to fork out a lot of money for the
loos, though because each entry would cost you 0.50 YTR (a S$0.60)!

Paradise in Bangkok!
The capital of Thailand is famous as a shopping haven, and that is why
Hiza decided to make it her holiday destination last December. Along
with a few of her friends, they took in the sights of Thai traditions and
customs, and the sounds of the busy and crowded shopping markets.

The Thais are very respectful of their monarchs, religion and customs.
Therefore, always refrain from letting slip a nasty word or gesture about
the King and Queen and the Buddha unless you want to be chased up
to your hotel room! Women are also warned to never touch or hand
anything to the Buddhist monks. Instead, hand it to a man who would
in turn hand it to the monk.

Ever heard of the Chatuchak weekend market? Well, you’ll be ecstatic
to find out there is not just one but many markets scattered all over the
city, and everything is remarkably cheap! Gadget freaks should pay a
visit to the Mah Boon Krong shopping centre which is chiefly known
for its cheap electronic goods. This is equivalent to our Funan IT Mall
except that the products are cheaper! With various finds such as Game
Boys, video games and even the exact replica of the Apple iPOD (costing
less than half of the original), you’ll come back to Thailand every other
year for more! Most shops operate from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. daily so
shoppers have ample time to spend their cash like they mean it. The
goods, although cheap and fake (designer goods), are surprisingly of
high quality. Singaporeans would definitely feel at home with the “pasar

Delicacies, anyone?

Eagle Guards in Thailand

malam“ atmosphere and can put their bargaining skills to good use.
Just be friendly, smile and say “Kop Khun Kha“ (which means thank
you) to those who serve you!

Hunger pangs are likely to strike while you are shopping, and you
d definitely crave for something to eat. You would not need to walk
further than 100m to go food hunting though, because there are
numerous hawker stalls, restaurants and fast-food joints to satisfy
your hunger and your tummy. And if you have bolder taste buds,
there are always yummy (yikes!) deep-fried beetles!

A grand temple in ThailandA grand temple in Thailand

The floating market
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Environmental Education
The NIE Green Club, in collaboration with the Service Learning Club
(SLC) and Pring Woeloeng (Purple Bamboo), Indonesian non-government
organization which runs an environmental education foundation in
Surabaya, made Project Munitio a great success!

This project was the first International Environmental Education
Service Learning Project conducted by NIE student teachers. Its focus
was on service learning, but with a twist. It was a hybrid of volunteerism
and environmental education. This meant that not only did we go there
to serve, we also shared our knowledge, learnt life skills (especially in
the jungles and valleys), fostered an understanding of nature on a
personal and team level and experienced nature at its inimitable best.

The 15-day project (24th November 2006 to 8th December 2006)
greatly benefited the NIE student teachers, the Indonesian teachers and
students. Although we benefited a lot from the project, we hope the
biggest winner from the project will be the environment.

Team Project Munitio
Our team comprised NIE student teachers from different programmes:
(from left to right) Jasmine Poi (NIE Green Club IT Support), Lin Qi
Yue (NIE Green Club Ambassador), Nur Fareesha (Designer),
Mohammad Jabbar (NIE Green Club President), Shima Shazwani (SLC
Representative), Pek Pei Yu (Project Leader), Nicholas Thomas Fernandez
(Assistant Project Leader), Gay Bee Hong (Finance), Hafizah Ismadi
(SLC Representative), Marcus Lee (Logistics), Evelyn Peck (Secretary),
(Not in picture) Constance Chew (NIE Green Club Vice President), and
Haliah Kwan (IT).

Fund Raising
Prior to the trip, the team sold our project t-shirts (designed by our
incredibly talented Fareesha of Dip Art, Year 1) and did a “Garang-
Guni” collection (collection of old newspapers and clothing) to raise
funds. McDonald’s(r) Singapore had also generously donated 1,500 toys
for the Indonesian students who participated in the project. An NIE
staff member donated a projector.

Preparation Activities (25th and 26th Nov 2006)
We had planned outdoor lessons and ice breaking games prior to arriving
in Trawas. This included preparation of materials for the participants
and lesson plans for the teachers. The team had two short days to survey
the camp site and various venues -the paddy field and rainforest (Jurang
Gembolo) that were to be used for the camp.

Critical decisions had to be made and a lot of our activities had to
be changed to suit the terrain. Long hours were put into modifying the
activities to ensure that the essence of our lessons were still in place.
Each night ended with a debrief session which allowed us to convey
our thoughts and feelings about the day, the problems and challenges
we encountered and the sharing of solutions.

Outdoor Camp Activities (27th to 30th Nov 2006)
There were a total of 35 teachers and 75 students from 11 different
primary schools from all over Surabaya participating in the camp. The
participants were divided into 3 groups based on 3 different topics of
environmental issues: 3Rs (Reduce, Reuse, Recycle), Ecosystem and
Global Warming.

Each group would learn about the assigned theme in the 3 different
venues: Jurang Gembolo (forest), Paddy Field (mixture of nature and

human activities) and the camp site of Sukosari Life Centre (mainly
human activities).

The activities that we conducted aimed to promote an appreciation
of nature. We aimed for them to have a deeper understanding of actions
(by man) and reactions (from nature). Our ultimate goal was to have
the children realize that they have a responsibility in environmental
conservation.

Cultural Night
On the 3rd night of the camp, each group put up a performance. The
night started off with a solemn, traditional Javanese Thanksgiving
Ceremony. It started with prayers to ask God for a good harvest (rainy
season was starting in the village for the farmers). The village ‘chief’
then brought the whole group of us to Four Points with lighted torches
to guide our way. At each direction (North, South, East and West), an
offering was made. It was truly an eye opening experience for all of
us. One of our team members, Marcus Lee was fortunate to be given
the opportunity to be dressed in a traditional Javanese costume and
played a major part in the ceremony.

PROJECT MUNITIO - East Java 2006

We are the Global Warming Group!

The ‘3Rs Group’ put up a 30 minute contemporary play which
fused music and art. They acted out a traditional Javanese folk story
and created music by singing and using recycled materials such as
plastic, glass bottles and bamboo from chairs.

The ‘Global Warming Group’ lead by the NIE trainee teachers
decided to share a camp fire night. The teachers and students had great
fun through singing and a mass dance.

As the event ended, everyone was on a high dancing and singing.
It was indeed a night to remember.

At Yohannes Gabriel School
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By Evelyn Peck
Diploma in Education Year 2

Special Thanks to A/P Vilma D’Rozario, McDonald’s Singapore,
Siegfried Tedja (Director of Pring Woeloeng), Pak Suryo, NIE-SLC and
every individual who made Project Munitio a great success!

Creative work by teachers and students of Indonesia

Terima Kasih! Tha
nk you!

Gallery Walk
The next morning, a gallery walk showcase of what everyone had learnt
from the past 3 days. We were impressed by the enthusiasm and
creativity of the Indonesian teachers and students. Words cannot
describe the joy we got from the students’ creation. I guess sometimes
as teachers, these are the intangibles we jump with joy for.

The camp then came to a close with a few words from the Indonesian
students and teachers. Evelyn and Nicholas also said a few words on
behalf of the NIE team there. Lastly Pak Suryo, the Mentor of Pring
Woelong called the camp to a close with the presentation of certificates
and tokens of appreciation to the teachers and students.

Teachers’ Sharing Workshop (4th and 5th Dec 2006)
In this workshop, teachers from Indonesia and Singapore shared ideas
on various teaching methodologies used in nature education and
environmental conservation. It also provided ideas and resources for
us to tap on and use in our classrooms.

Visit to Yohannes Gabriel School and Ciputra School
(6th and 7th Dec 2006)
The team visited 2 different schools: Yohannes Gabriel School and
Ciputra School. We were greeted with such warmth. It was indeed an
experience for us to cherish.

Mesmerized by Mount Bromo (7th Dec 2006)
The team embarked on a seven hour journey and arrived at Bromo-
Tengger-Semeru National Park, 2,770m above sea level. This national
park is named after its two mountains, Mount Semeru (the highest on
Java) and Mount Bromo (the most popular). Mount Bromo is one of
many peaks inside the massive Tengger Caldera, but it’s easily
recognized as its entire top has been blown off and the crater inside
constantly belches white sulphurous smoke.

Last words
The beauty of astounding Mount Bromo, the spectacular Jurang
Gembolo, the stupefying paddy fields, the hospitality of Pring Woelong,
the warmth of the Indonesian teachers, the smiles on the Indonesian
students’ faces, the bond and friendships built up among the team
members... and of course, never forgetting the ice-cold bath water (15
to 17 degrees Celsius), the moths, mosquitoes, lizards and that scorpion
of respectable size, the “dancing” frogs in the bathroom and lastly, the
little frog that jumped into Fareesha’s pants....

Thank you NATURE for giving us an experience of a lifetime....

Presenting the token of appreciation

Sunset at Bromo-Tengger-Semeru National Park

At Ciputra School
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Project to Puttenahali, Bangalore

“Chakrians rocks!”
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Punitha D/O Vaitilingam
DipEd Tamil (Sec) Year 1

Hazlina
DipEd General Year 1

S. Senthil (Zack)
DipEd General Year 2

December 2006, a day that we will
remember as long as we live. It was
the day fifteen Chakrians left their

comfort zone in Singapore for Puttenahali,
Bangalore. An expedition, they called it, an
18-day Youth Expedition Project (YEP) to be
exact but it was more of a life-changing
journey of self-realization.

Two years ago in December 2005, 13
vibrant youths who called themselves (Team)
CHAKRA went on a mission to Maalur,
Bangalore. They joined hands with a school
named “JEEVIKA” which was working
against child labour. There, they converted
a room into a library; built shelves that
eventually got filled with books; conducted
lessons for the kids and had sharing sessions
with the teachers, building a strong bond
with them. Following in their footsteps, 15
vivacious youths, including seven current
NIE student teachers from NIE Tamil
Language Club and two Tamil Language
teachers, shared the same vision and went on
a mission to Puttenahali, Bangalore in
December 2006. Representing the wheel in
the Chakra logo, we came from different
walks of life but shared the same vision which
made us adapt and accommodate the various
situations and difficulties we faced both at
work and at home. We were determined to
leave a lasting impact in lives of the kids at
the Government Model Primary School-
Puttenahali.

The trip was proudly led by two
thoughtful individuals of whom one was a
former NIE Tamil Language Club member
and now a full-fledged teacher. Team-bonding
activities began as early as September. We
made time to carry out our pre-expedition
responsibilities such as preparing lessons for
the kids in English, Science, Music, Art and
PE, and also preparing the work plan needed
 to convert a classroom into a library.

In Bangalore, a small rented house with
an attached kitchen, bathroom cum toilet and
a mini-room became our home for the 15 days.

Our daily routine was 9 hours of work at
the project site (the school), where we were
assigned different tasks ranging from teaching
to painting.

Every little thing we did was very much
appreciated by the kids at the school. This
added meaning to our expedition. The
lifestyle of the kids was so different - they
wore uniforms but had no shoes on. They
happily walk and play on the sandy ground
getting sand all over themselves. Since it was
a government school, lunch was provided

and the kids will have to get their own plates
to eat. After the kids finished their meal,
they will have to wash their plates and put
it to dry in their respective classrooms. It
was really amazing to see how well the kids
lived their lives without complaining and
how they appreciate everything. Moreover,
the way the kids responded to the lessons,
carried out by the team, never failed to bring
a smile on our faces. Communication was
not a barrier as most kids understood Tamil
and they even knew Basic English. Those
who were bilingual in both Tamil and
Kannadam would often help us translate
our instructions to their classmates who were
well-versed only in Kannadam. Their
positive spirit to learn and help those around
them is something we need to cultivate in
ourselves and in the pupils we teach in the
future.

We had our struggles in getting used to
the lifestyle in Puttenahali, i.e. falling ill due
to the change in climate and environment
and rushing against time to complete tasks.
But ultimately, it was the determination to
make the learning environment more
conducive for the children that kept us going.
We transformed an old room into a library;
gave a face lift to an old Angnavadi (‘nursery’
in Kannadam); created a colorful garden
landscape on a piece of derelict land beside
the nursery and proudly named it “Garden
for Knowledge” and conducted a mini Sports
Day in school.

In the weeks that followed, we realized
it wasn’t just the lives of the kids that were
transformed but also our own when strong
bonds & friendships blossomed among the
15 Chakrians…

Being Chakrians, we accomplished what
we had set out to achieve and more.

And of course, we are proud to be part
of it all; proud to be CHAKRIANS from NIE
Tamil Language Club! Once a Chakrian,
Always a Chakrian!

Team Chakra would like to specially
thank certain individuals from NIE who
have helped us to travel beyond Singapore’s
shores to ‘Learn through Service’. They
include A/P Vilma D’Rozario, Mrs. Seah-
Lee Moi Fong and Mrs Jessica Tan-Wong
from Foundation Programmes Office.
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 ive me the ball! Pass it now!”
shouted Sancho Lepcha, the
School Captain of Padma Odzer

Choeling’s (POC).
With the speed of lightning, Sancho raised his left hand and grabbed

the ball before pushing it to the right for a quick pass to his team captain,
Ajis. Ajis, awarded the Player of the Tournament, caught the ball
effortlessly despite being born with only two fingers and dashed towards
the try line. Touch down! A roaring end to a tightly fought final at
Padma Odzer’s inaugural Tag Rugby Challenge.

The euphoric mood evident on everyone’s faces brought much
satisfaction to Team Asha’s Sports Team. The past two weeks of drills,
set plays and mini games were obviously rewarding as the boys raised
the standard even further by displaying good passing techniques and
skills and set pieces that hid well the fact that they were rookies in
rugby.

“Go! Go! Go!” shouted the students as their Green Vehicles ballooned
off as far as possible from the starting line. The Green Vehicle Challenge
was organised by the Science Team to complement POC’s focus on
environmental awareness. The students were given recycled materials
to design a vehicle that could move the furthest by using air and
pressure. The teachers provided assistance and guidance to students

on how they could build a car that could
drive the trophy home.

Through a series of Science workshops that emphasised self learning
activities such as experiments and research works, the Science Team
shared different concepts – from diffusion and osmosis to mnemonics
to evoke interest in the learning of Science.

Green Vehicle
consultation

Project Asha – Sikkim 2006

Our TAG Rugby Challenge
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By Muhd Salim Ahmad Jamil
Team Leader

Service Learning Club

The third room was which we transformed into an unused classroom
an English Language Learning Centre (ELLC). The ELLC was set up
in lieu of other subject rooms because of POC’s long term plan to
provide sound English education to the students. Drama classes were
staged to increase the interest in English. Educational CDs and English
movies complemented a Media Corner  consisting of a television, DVD
player and radio.

The ELLC and the school’s hallway were decorated with word tiles,
a local collaboration between Team Asha and Singapore schools. Students
and staff from Jing Shan Primary School, Punggol Primary School and
Zhenghua Primary School illustrated simple words like house, tree,
bus and many other words on these tiles.

 The Mathematics team conducted a Geometry-themed workshop
to deepen the understanding of the topic. A huge Snake and Ladder
Game Station was painted on the school's cement courtyard to spice
up their interest in Math.

It was a day of revelry as Teams Asha and Kushi collaborated to

organise various activities during the Cultural Carnival. The carnival
Mitrata Mela, which means Friendship Carnival, provided a glimpse
into Singapore’s multi racial and ethnic lifestyles. Both countries also
proudly showcased their ethnic dances and cultural songs to entertain
a packed performance hall.

The fifteen-day expedition had been a humbling experience for
Team Asha. The morning walks, the service objectives, the tournaments,
the bonfires at the students’ hostels and simply the time spent with the
students were and would always be an indelible mark etched in Team
Asha’s hearts.

Yes. The trip made Team Asha more confident, flexible in decision-
making, solve problems creatively and acknowledge, affirm and
appreciate others around us. But many learning moments are beyond
description, no words could represent them.

The passion and zest to serve, learn, teach and do even more shines
brightly in the lives of Team Asha. The great hospitality and warmth
of the people of POC provides the fuel for the fire of passion to remain
lit.

Miss Pradhan, the School Principal, might have thanked Team Asha
for the service objectives that were carried out but Team Asha could
never thank POC enough for the opportunities presented to us to serve
and learn and most importantly to reflect on how as teachers, Team
Asha could do even more for the students in Singapore and around
the world.

Padma Odzer Choeling, YOU have made a difference in our lives!

It was as though Bill waited at the gates of POC when the school’s
computer laboratory was fixed and got up and running. The students
were so enthusiastic in using the facilities that the AVA/IT Team decided
to execute a Digital Art Workshop.

The smell of fresh paint filled three classrooms at POC. Bright
colours and arty designs adorned the walls of Class 1 and Pre School
Two. The students were also looking forward to their new classrooms
as Team Asha had raised funds for both classes to have new tables and
chairs made especially for them.

Maths workshop

Snake and Ladder game is ready to play! The boys are having a good time!Working on the giant “gameboard”

The drama



22

YOUTH EXPEDITION PROJECTYOUTH EXPEDITION PROJECT

till 17th December 2006.  Lepcha Cottage is a dwelling house that
belongs to Miss Keepu T. Lepcha. It is a humble place that houses 109
children aged from 4 yrs to 17 yrs. Amidst minimal living conditions,
the children are always cheerful and very appreciative of the little
things that they have.

Local Collaboration with Schools and
Singapore Society for the
Visually–Handicapped
Team Kushi was also engaged in local community
service at the Singapore Society for the Visually-
Handicapped (SSVH) before embarking on the
overseas project. Members translated the 19 stories
compiled by Nan Chiau Primary students into
Braille for the benefit of SSVH students. The
translated series and the Audio Cds are now
available for use at SSVH. Team members also
spent time with the visually handicapped children
and taught them to make beaded jewellery,
friendship bands and glass-stained decorations.

Primary Six students from Nanyang Primary
and Xinmin Primary School collaborated with the
team by painting English words and pictures on
wooden tiles. These tiles were brought to Lepcha
Cottage and our team mounted the tiles in the
dining room to create a beautiful mural of English
words. Children were taught English words and
songs with the help of the word tiles. Some children
even wrote letters for Singaporean children, as a
way of expressing their gratitude. Braille was also
introduced to the children.

Team Kushi – Sikkim 2006

Kushi means happiness in Hindi. Our team adopted the name
Kushi to bring joy and happiness to the children during the short time
spent at Lepcha Cottage. Not only did the children displayed their
happiness and affection for us, they too brought us�lots of joy and
cheerfulness, especially when we felt the pangs of home sickness in a
foreign land.

Discover English! @ Nan Chiau Primary School
Team Kushi conducted a two-day ‘Speech and Drama’ workshop for
the students of class 5A at Nan Chiau Primary School. Students were
taught creative methods to explore reading by learning skills such as
imaginative expression. Upon completion of the workshop, students
picked 19 interesting stories and read aloud either in groups or
individually. Stories read were recorded and compiled into Audio Cds.
The CDs and corresponding books were donated to Lepcha Cottage.
Class 5A’s hard work served as a valuable teaching tool and played a
crucial role in promoting English literacy among Lepcha cottage children.

eam Kushi collaborated with Human Development Foundation
of Sikkim (HDFS) and rendered services at Lepcha Cottage which
is situated at Chandmari, Gangtok (capital city) from 1st DecemberT

The team

Permanent water supply for Lepcha Cottage
During the course of our interaction with HDFS, we identified that one
of the major problems which needed immediate attention at Lepcha
Cottage was the irregular water supply. Team Kushi donated a sum of
Rs50, 000 to provide support in piping a permanent water source for
Lepcha Cottage.

Vermy Culture
Team Kushi started a vermy culture project to provide food for children
of HDFS. Vermy culture is an agricultural technique that converts
natural resources into fertilizers. The team set up a structure for
earthworms to breed and earthworm poop will then be used as fertilizer.
The fertilizer will then be used to grow vegetables that will be supplied
to Lepcha Cottage. By sharing our knowledge on vermy culture, we
hope that the locals also will benefit from it.

New look for the Dining Hall and children’s rooms
Covered with blotches of paint from head to toe, we painted the kitchen
with bright colours and created a beautiful mural on the walls. Two
bedrooms were also painted. Bedding materials were purchased to
brighten the room. It was well worth the hard work when we saw the
smiles and happiness in the children’s faces!

Refurbishing the library
An entire day was spent cleaning the library, varnishing the floor and
shelving the books. On the second day, the sewing team, Discover
English! Team and the IT team set up their respective corners in the
library. Team members put in lots of effort and hard work in decorating
their respective corners to create a conducive learning environment for
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the young children. Team Kushi brought in two sewing machines, a
television set, a vcd player and a computer in the library.

Workshops for Personal Development
Spread over a period of 10 days, workshops catering to different age
groups were conducted by the team. The older girls in the sewing
workshop learnt to use the sewing machines, stitching, patchwork and
alterations, designed simple embroidery and were also taught to make
pillow cases, stuff toys and dangles using felt. They were also taught
basic IT skills, introduced to Microsoft Office and were taught to make
posters for the carnival. The First Aid team dedicated an entire day to
teach the older children simple bandaging and treatment of wounds.
Throughout our entire stay, personal hygiene was highlighted to the
children.
     The young children engaged in the music workshop made their own
musical instruments using recycled items such as empty cans and beans.
The children practiced very hard and performed a Singaporean song,
‘Chan Mali Chan’ for our Carnival, Mitrata Mela. Although the children
had lots of difficulty pronouncing the Malay lyrics, they had tremendous
fun making music! The Art Attack team also engaged the young ones
in glass stained decorations and pasted them onto the windows of the
guest room. With minimal supervision, the children made beautiful
beaded jewellery and friendship bands with intricate designs! It was
a very touching sight when the children presented us their handicraft
pieces which they painstakingly spent time and effort making. To show
their appreciation for their Singaporean counterparts, the children
painted Lepcha words on tiles to present to Singapore schools.
     The team achieved many learning outcomes through conducting
these workshops. Members acquired new knowledge. For instance, First
Aiders were sent for courses, the sewing team learnt to design embroidery
and sew pillow cases in Singapore before teaching Lepcha children.
Team members had the opportunity to practice teaching pedagogies
that they had learnt in NIE.

Ultimate Frisbee Competition
The Frisbee team conducted a 3 day workshop for the older girls studying
in P.O.C. The Ultimate Frisbee Competition took place on Dec 13 and
the girls impressed everyone present with their techniques. As their
fellow classmates cheered them along, the winning team played against
our Frisbee team in a friendly game to mark the end of the competition.
It was a day filled with loud cheers and songs and the team returned
with sore throats!

Mitrata Mela at Padma Odzer Choeling School (P.O.C)
Mitrata Mela means Friendship Carnival in Nepali language. Mitrata
Mela symbolizes the strong friendship between NIE-SLC and HDFS.

Mitrata Mela was a gala event that brought joy and laughter to children
under the HDFS family. During this carnival, children from Lepcha
Cottage had ample opportunities to showcase their handicraft items
and pillow cases made during the workshops. It was a grand finale
that marked brought our 2 week stay in Sikkim to an end. Dressed in
our traditional costumes, the team was very busy manning the game
stalls that featured games unique to Singapore. A cultural show was
jointly organized by Team Kushi, Team Asha and HDFS. Ms Keepu,
the principle of P.O.C and many board members of HDFS were present
at our cultural exchange. The local children performed dances
representing the 4 ethnic groups in Sikkim: Lepchas, Bhutias, Nepalis
and Tibetans. Team Kushi put up an eye catching fashion show and
a very graceful Javanese dance that captured everybody’s undivided
attention. Children from Lepcha Cottage performed songs and the
team joined in with the children.
     At the end of the show, guests were treated to local Singaporean
cuisine. There was a great variety of food prepared by both teams. The
Sikkimese simply loved the nasi lemak and Chinese noodles!

Learning Journey to historic Taj Mahal
The trip ended with a once in a lifetime experience for the members.
The team paid a visit to Taj Mahal, one of the Seven Wonders of the
World. No words can describe the majestic beauty of this love
monument. Overlooking the historic Red Fort in the bustling city of
Agra, the Taj Mahal has a special place in Indian history as the Royal
Emperor Shah Jahan built it in memory of his loving wife. The trip
to Red Fort and Taj Mahal was definitely a very memorable learning
journey for the team!

In short, this YEP trip provided many opportunities for the team
to fully understand the meaning of service learning. Through rendering
our services, we learnt many life skills like self-discipline, decision
–making and problem-solving techniques which are essential for
personal development. In many situations, we were able to develop
our planning skills and acquire effective communication skills.

     As participants, we learnt from the exposure to a new culture.
Our service learning served as an eye opener. This project brought us
out of our comfort zones and we learnt to appreciate things around
us. Our experiential learning will enable us to share with our students
in future. Lepcha Cottage was a beautiful place filled with loving
children who touched our hearts. We went there to make a difference
in their lives but returned home with valuable lessons that no school
can ever teach us.

Interested to learn more about
Team Kushi? Visit our blog www.
kushisikkim.blogspot.com now!

Song performance from the children



Hi everyone,

Ever thought of trying out something new but did not
have the chance to? Or because they were too expensive?
Fret not!

We bring to you – Learning Festival 2006!

This is the time where you can join the classes you have
always wanted to; henna painting, dragon-boating and
even learning to speak Thai to shop! Interesting right?

Bring along your friends and join this event. And I’m
sure that you will learn something at the end of it all!
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The Psychology Clinic provides psychological and counselling services to
National Institute of Education student teachers, Nanyang Technological
University staff and students and to the general public offering affordable
psychological services and counselling to a high standard.

A medical referral is not required.

Appointments can be arranged by phoning the clinic at this number 6790 3318.
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Does That ‘A’ Really Matter?

Clichéd as it may sound, the engine of
globalisation does move the world. With its
frantic pace and maniacal stress limits, it drags
every country in the world to follow its lead.
Those who are slow to adapt will be left behind.
Not surprisingly, our education system is not
spared. In an effort to move in tandem with
this phenomenon, pedagogical and epistemic
cultures are the way to go for the youths who
brave the waves of globalization. Youths have
to learn to accept this new world order; one
where the acquisition of knowledge is a passion;
not mere dominos of A’s on their report cards.

Just imagine the antithesis; inadvertently,
the smart will try to outsmart each other and
unfortunately, the parents are generally blinded
by this madness. Their children become their
lab rats to succeed. They are sent to tuition
classes and remedial; then to piano lessons and
ballet classes; and to additional abacus and
arithmetic study groups.

Has globalisation taken over our children’s
childhood? Will they even know how it feels
to fall off a tree? Will they ever feel the rain on
their faces? Will they ever be allowed to run
freely in the open fields with their friends? Will
they ever be allowed to be children – left alone
to enjoy a normal childhood?

These are our children, our future. They are
the ones who will take over the baton and lead
Singapore into the next phase of her existence.
However, if our children are just pelted with

textbooks, notebooks and calculators, that will
spell a tragedy for future Singapore. Are these
children the archetype of bio-droids to come;
unfeeling and inhuman?

Globalisation encourages us to pursue the
best for ourselves but this pursuit has to be
checked. Such is the insanity for our children
to excel in school, that local director, Jack Neo,
decided to unleash “I Not Stupid”, a comical
stab at education and our society. We should
all take heed from Neo’s movie. I applaud and
salute his effort.

So what will happen if this antithesis
prevails? Who shall take the fall? Do we point
our fingers at the education system? The
teachers? The youths? Or would it just be
convenient to just blame globalization? As
teachers, it is our moral responsibility to mould
the future of our nation to the best of our
ability. Let’s put the salary and bonuses aside
and embrace the beauty of pedagogy; the
beauty of unveiling knowledge to our youth.

REFLECTREFLECT

Psychology Clinic
The Psychology Clinic operates on an

appointment basis (9.00 am – 9.00 pm).

The Psychology Clinic is located in the

basement of the Education building

(Block 2) at the National Institute of Education.

Muhammad Irwan Bin Jamal
Diploma in Education, Year 1

          As long as there is a will to
make a new start, it will have to
be done through youth.
The older and immediate
generations may be able to forsee
the nature of the forthcoming
changes, their creative imagination
may be used to formulate new
policies, but new life will only
be lived by the younger
generations.

— Udo Schmalzle

— Karl Mannheim

        A society that gives up
the responsibility for the
next generation must not
wonder if children and
adolescents give up their
responsibility
for society.


