
Teachers’ Fiesta 2007

M.I.C.A (P) No. 262/10/2006 A PUBLICATION OF TRAINEE TEACHERS’ CLUB ISSUE 13   2008

1

INSIDE:

Pg 17

Pg 3

Pg 10

NIE Grand
Welcome

FREQUENCYFREQUENCY

An Institute of

Project to
Yuksam

Pg 12

THE
HERITAGE
RACE

TEACHER BUZZTEACHER BUZZ

FEATUREFEATURE

The Glitz
and Glamour

The Glitz
and Glamour

Pg 4

STUDENT DEVELOPMENT

THE
HERITAGE
RACE

NIE Grand
Welcome

Teachers’ Fiesta 2007

STUDENT DEVELOPMENT

Project to
Yuksam



2

It is the New Year, and it is in this
semester that all of us are looking
towards that last hurdle — before
practicum, graduation or savouring
that last few moments in NIE.

This issue aims to showcase
the vibrancy that NIE has achieved — through love
and dedication from staff and students. In words
of Rumi, “Your task is not to seek for love, but
merely to seek and find all the barriers within yourself
that you have built against it.” Indeed, I am proud
to know that within my few months in NIE, so
much joie de vivre has taken place. And that made
it is so hard for me to squeeze all the articles in
this one magazine. After all, if you thought NIE is
an institute for the conventionalist, you ought to

think harder. ‘Institute of Distinction’ will never be
born if we accept only THE conventional opinion,
for THE conventional opinion is the ruin of our
souls.

Check out the ‘cross-pollination’ that’s occurring
amongst the clubs in NIE. For it is all in the name
of good, clean fun, our clubs have promised to bring
you into a platform of vibrancy and adventure — what
ever it takes.

Allow me to end this column with a quote; “Let
the beauty of what you love be what you do.”

Enjoy your read!

Nur’Lelah Asfee
TTC Publications Officer

Editor-in-Chief of NIE Voices 2007

Director’s Message
Dear Student Teachers,
 
A Happy New Year to all!

If this is your first semester on our campus, welcome to the heart of Education. To all others,
welcome back to a semester of new hope and new challenges.

Take advantage of opportunities provided by NIE for holistic education. We believe that
values education is as important as learning the skills and knowledge to be a good teacher. Hence,
all student teachers do a service-learning project called Group Endeavours in Service Learning
(GESL). Service Learning Day on 22nd February 2008 will celebrate student teachers’ work with

local and overseas communities where they have rendered a service and learned in the process. I hope everyone will have
a chance to attend the presentations and view the storyboards describing GESL and international service learning projects
on that day.

Your life at NIE will be more meaningful if you fully participate in student activities. There are 16 student clubs on campus
catering to different interest groups and programmes, from promoting Singapore’s biodiversity through the NIE Green Club
to promoting fitness and discipline through a Brazilian martial art via the Capoeira Club, to pooling ideas to develop innovative
educational games through Club Jeux. Clubs aim to connect student teachers and to make life on campus more fun and
vibrant. Join club activities – they will broaden your worldview and nurture your talents. Take part in student development
programmes too – such as The Meranti Project, Challenge Resiliency NIE, Explorations in Ethnicity, study trips to overseas
educational institutions, education and youth conferences and international service-learning projects. All these activities will
help you grow personally and professionally.

I wish you a happy and fulfilling semester ahead.

 
Best wishes,
Professor Lee Sing Kong
Director, NIE

Editor’s Commentary
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The Teachers’ Trainee Club (TTC) co-organised the 
inaugural Heritage Walk for the new PGDE batch which 
aims to bond the GESL group together besides getting to 

know the campus and heritage better.  They were sub-divided 
into two groups – residential and outdoor groups. The outdoor 
groups had to tour Chinatown, Arab Street and Little India and 
Singapore River for various clues whereas the residential group 
had to fi nd clues around the NIE and NTU campus. The clues 
will lead them to another point where they will be awarded 
jigsaw pieces that they had to arrange at the end of the race. Their 

motivation could be none other than the prizes that were waiting 
back in campus – $400 cash and a plaque for the group that made 
it fi rst. Started out as strangers, they came back shouting their 
mottos in one voice.

Not only did they have fun indoors and outdoors, in fact 
they learnt to use national education as a key to national 
building. Thus, we only have to congratulate them on a good 
choice of profession!

Heritage Race — Where Strangers Bond

What?Heritage Race

When?
Where?

7 January 2008

2. Little India, China Town, Arab Street and Singapore River1. Around NIE & NTU campus

Getting to know the school and our 
heritage has never been any more fun 
and fulfi lling than this!

Nur Aidah Bte Munjiat, PGDE

Nur’Lelah Asfee
Diploma in Education, Year 1

Coming to a consensus in a carpark!
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Rozianah Ibrahim
StarLite ’07 Chairperson, Bachelor of Science Club

www.niebsc.com

StarLite ’07: Glitz and Glamour

On Friday, 31st August 2007, 
National Institute of Education 
(NIE) had its inaugural fi rst 

ever major singing competition, StarLite 
’07, proudly organized by the Bachelor 
of Science (BSc) Club. Auditions were 
held at the Student Hub (U.iD) with 3 
wonderful judges. Eventually they came 
up with 8 of the best soloists and 3 of the 
best groups from the auditions to move 
on to the fi nals.

On the night of the fi nals, our VIPs 
arrived with the Guest-of-Honour, 
Professor Kwek Leong Chuan and our 

guest judge, Fauzie Laily, a Mediacorp 
Suria artiste. Interestingly, we had 
similar scenes to that of the Singapore 
Idol. Our emcees, Nilasari, Faeez and 
Abbas did well in warming up the 
crowd and bringing the audience to 
and from the backstage scene (held at 
the Amphitheatre) back to the main 
stage on the fi rst fl oor of the U.iD, 
with the help of the plasma TV.

Our fi nalists shone that night. 
In addition to them singing, our 
audience was able to play a part in 
deciding the winners for the night 

through our voting system. At the end of 
the night, our audience and VIPs were 
truly impressed by the talents in NIE — it 
was a night of awe. Finally, the champions 
of the group category were the English 
Content Upgrading and the champion for 
the solo category went to Yunus with his 
amazing keyboard skills. Congratulations 
to the rest still for making it thus far!

On Friday, 31st August 2007, 
National Institute of Education 

guest judge, Fauzie Laily, a Mediacorp 
Suria artiste. Interestingly, we had 

The winner!
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Mohamed Farhan Bin Mohamed Tahar
Vice-Chairman, Capoeira Club

Capoeira Club: 
Showcasting Beautiful Martial Arts

Capoeira is an Afro-Brazilian martial art, 
game, and culture created by enslaved 
Africans in Brazil during the 17th Century. 

Participants form a roda (circle) and take turns 
playing instruments, singing, and sparring in 
pairs in the center of the circle. Fluid acrobatic 
play, feints, subterfuge and extensive use of 
groundwork, as well as sweeps, kicks, and 
headbutts mark the game. 

Mestre Ousado established the fi rst offi cial 
Asian Capoeira association in Singapore on the 
12th of April 2002. He heads the Association of 
Capoeira Argola de Ouro and is a highly regarded 
member of the Capoeira community in Brazil. 
In his 35 years of experience, he has garnered 
numerous medals and awards for competitions and 
international performances.

From January 2008, we are privileged to have 
Mestre Ousado conduct training for the Capoeira 
Club in NIE/NTU. Training will be held every 
Tuesday and Thursday from 8pm to 10pm and 
730pm to 930pm respectively.

For more information, you can email your queries 
to capoeira.nie.ntu@gmail.com.



Andrew Yong
Team Leader, GESL Group 6

Singapore Wildlife Stampede

On 2 November 2007, Group 
Endeavours Service Learning 
Group 6 also known as Sexy 

Sixers, helped to organize the Singapore 
Wildlife Stampede. The event which took 
place at the Singapore Botanical Gardens 
started with a wildlife parade consisting of 
about 1,500 participants. Their age range 
spread from pre-schoolers to secondary 
school students dressed up in animal 
and plant costumes. The participants 
paraded across the Botanical Gardens 
from Jacob Ballas Children’s Garden 
to Palm Valley in their costumes. They 
were accompanied by musicians, dancers 
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and performers. Simultaneously at Palm 
Valley, a series of performances was being 
put up on the stage at Symphony Lake, 
which culminated with a short talk by 
world renowned conservationist Dr Jane 
Goodall. A Wildlife Showcase, which 
was a mini-competition to identify the 
best costumes on parade, was organized 
as well. It was indeed a good learning 
experience for all of us, regardless 
of whether we had prior experience 
organizing such events, or the lack of it.

Advocating for 
our endangered 
species with 
Guest-of-Honour, 
Dr Jane Goodall

Birds chat before the parade
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Teachers’ Investiture Ceremony

The recent Teachers’ Investiture Ceremony held at the 
Nanyang Auditorium welcomed 336 graduands into the 
teaching profession. The joyous occasion was graced by 

Guest-of-Honour, Rear-Admiral (NS) Lui Tuck Yew, Minister of 
State for Education.

RADM (NS) Lui Tuck Yew formally welcomed the graduands 
who will be joining the education fraternity and be the next 
generation of torchbearers in our education system. 

Speaking about a teacher who shows by personal example 
of what can be achieved when life is lived to its fullest, Mr Liu 

mentioned a graduand, Ms Penny Chong Chew Luan. The only 
thing which sets Penny apart from her peers is the fact that she is 
visually-impaired. Yet, she has not allowed this to be a stumbling 
block to her ambition to graduate as a teacher today.

Besides Ms Chong, we are also proud to have Ms Goh Poh 
Ling as a graduand after having to succumb the odds; an accident 
which put her in the intensive care unit (ICU) for two days. 
Nonetheless, with encouragement, emotional and mental support 
from family and friends, it helped her overcome this phase of life.

Words of wisdom from the award winners;

Nur’Lelah Asfee
Diploma in Education, Year 1

“Do everything to my best ability.”

Shang Shaoyu

Diploma in Education, Year 1

Words of the Valedictorian —
“Follow your heart, and stay aligned to 

your inner purpose”

Teo Cheng Yap

“As I embarked on my maiden journey 
as a teacher, I will strive to ignite 

in my students the passion for 
learning, innovation, character-building, 
community service, and leadership in 
their respective fi elds of excellence.”

Lan Ming Jun

Teo Cheng Yap

“As I embarked on my maiden journey 

learning, innovation, character-building, 
community service, and leadership in 
their respective fi elds of excellence.”
community service, and leadership in 
their respective fi elds of excellence.”
community service, and leadership in 

“‘P.I.W’, pride in work…This is something that I will continue to use to guide me throughout my career.”

Daryl Tan Yong Leng

“Follow your heart, and stay aligned to “In my life, I live only by my inner 

compass and I know I can do all things 

through my God that strengthens me.”

Laureen Toh Hui Ling

1. 

 
2. 

3. 
 
4. 

 
5. 

Pillars of strength
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NIE Director’s Relay Run 2007

The 2nd NIE Director’s Relay Run 
2007, an annual NIE charity event 
was held on the evening of 3 

August 2007.
This year, the event is themed ‘A 

Special Run for Special People”, in aid 
of the MINDS Jurong Gardens School.  
The run around the NIE campus raised 
about $48,000.

About 500 runners comprising NIE 
and NTU staff & students, our alumni & 
friends from the schools, JCs, polytechnics 
and the running fraternity took part in 
the charity run.  As part of the students’ 
contribution to the event, all our student 
clubs came together to put up fringe 
activities for that evening.  The fringe 
activities included performances like hip 

hop dance, songs, silat demonstration, 
band performance, movie screening, 
sale of potong ice-cream and sale of 
paper hearts.  

The event was a success as it not only 
helped to raise funds for MINDs Jurong 
Gradens School and it also brought all 
staff and student teachers together as a 
family for a good cause.

The 2nd NIE Director’s Relay Run he 2nd NIE Director’s Relay Run he 2nd NIE Director’s Relay Run 
2007, an annual NIE charity event 2007, an annual NIE charity event 2007, an annual NIE charity event 2007, an annual NIE charity event 
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and NTU staff & students, our alumni & and NTU staff & students, our alumni & 
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band performance, movie screening, 
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and NTU staff & students, our alumni & and NTU staff & students, our alumni & 

A special collaboration

The BA Club’s Rainbow of Love
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The top 3 male and 3 female entries 
were selected by the judges based on 
poise/confi dence, creativity, design 
concept and presentation.

The National Day Organising 
committee has decided to include the 
Project Runway NIE Show as part of the 
National Day celebrations from now on 
as it was well received by both staff and 
student teachers.

The top 3 male and 3 female entries NIE kick-started its National Day 
Celebrations this year with Food 
and Games Galore.  Staff and 

student teachers got together to set up 
food and games stalls on 7 Aug 2007 as 
part of the National Day week celebration. 
Profi ts from the stalls were donated to 
MINDS Jurong Gardens School, our 
adopted benefi ciary for the NIE Director’s 
Relay Run 2007.

The celebration continued on 8 
August 2007.  Both staff and students 
came for the National Day Observance 

ceremony at the NIE triangle followed 
by the Project Runway NIE show. It 
showcased garments designed by our 
Group Endeavours in Service Learning 
(GESL) groups to refl ect the ‘Uniqueness 
of Singapore’.

Our very own NIE models from all 
the GESL Groups took turns to catwalk 
on stage to showcase the garments which 
their own GESL groups had designed.  
The fi nal round involved a catwalk 
followed by a ‘Q&A’ session with the 
guest emcee. 

NDP 2007: NIE’s Own Project Runway!

Jessica Tan-Wong
Foundation Programmes Offi ce

NDP 2007: NIE’s Own Project Runway!

Mr “Unique Singapore”

Holding our Club fl ags high

Taking the pledge
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“Love is the core of all success”. First offi cial working 
day for the year 2008, at 8am in the morning, I had to 
attend a talk, followed by a one day retreat. Aimed at 

club leaders, the debut of Club Retreat promises a bountiful event 
for student teacher in NIE from various clubs.

Each club presented their calendar of events and discussed 
how they can be the pebble that creates ripples in campus. After 
lunch, the club leader brainstormed how they can bait talents 
from campus and getting people out of the closet – to showcase 
their forte. Unity is thoughts and idealism, the club leaders 
gathered and discussed about cross pollinating – and trainee 
teachers in campus can be assured of getting more activities fi lled 
with enthusiasm and altruism.

Nur’Lelah Asfee
Diploma in Education, Year 1

In words of Crystal, Chairperson of PESS: “NIE students 
don’t need to leave NIE to learn something new, they can do 
everything here!”

Interested in starting a new club – be it photography, 
backpacking, poetry writing or anything! Your Campus, Your 
Choice!

Log on to the Teacher’s Portal and go to ‘Clubs & Societies’ under 
‘Student Services’ and follow the stated procedures.

Clubs Retreat — Creating a Vibrant Campus

Frm left: ; ; ; 

Dixie of the TTC at work
Dimas leads the Capoeira Club

Profs Cheah and Goh of FP Offi ce 

with members of the ASEAN Club

Club Jeux will feature educational games with David as chairperson
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This year’s NIE Grand Welcome was held on the 1st August 
2007 at the NTU Nanyang Auditorium. The Grand welcome 
is a yearly event, held with the purpose of welcoming the 

freshmen into our big family, as well as to give them a prelude of 
what their life would be like at NIE and as a graduate of NIE.

The event opening was marked by the opening speech given by 
Professor Lee Sing Kong, Director of NIE. Professor Lee also shared 
about the skills, knowledge and values that makes up the Desired 
Attributes Framework of an educator. 

NIE Grand Welcome

Three other speakers, Mr Sherefudin (President of the Trainee 
Teachers’ Club), Miss Persis Wong (NIE Alumnus) and Mr James 
Chan (returning teacher), gave the freshmen an insight of what 
it is like, being a teacher. Being the president of the Trainee 
Teachers’ Club, Mr Sherefudin also spoke about 
his life at NIE and how involvements in the club activities helped 
him to grow into a better person and prepare him for the future.

Other than the speakers, this year, we had some really good 

Three other speakers, Mr Sherefudin (President of the Trainee 
Teachers’ Club), Miss Persis Wong (NIE Alumnus) and Mr James 

performance from DanceFuzion (a newly formed club in 
NIE), Grace Orchard School. The event closure was marked 
with the Teacher Culture Performance, choreographed by the 
President of DanceFuzion, consisting of 8 student teachers, 
featuring the desired dress code of student teachers. 

performance from DanceFuzion (a newly formed club in performance from DanceFuzion (a newly formed club in 
NIE), Grace Orchard School. The event closure was marked 
with the Teacher Culture Performance, choreographed by the 

performance from DanceFuzion (a newly formed club in Three other speakers, Mr Sherefudin (President of the Trainee Three other speakers, Mr Sherefudin (President of the Trainee performance from DanceFuzion (a newly formed club in 

Eric Choo Guan Kiat
Diploma in Education, Year 2

Dancing their debut is the DanceFuzion Club

Our VIPs

James and Sherefudin with Prof Lee Sing Kong and Prof Leo Tan

Prof Lee chatting with our Year 1S
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Teachers’ Fiesta 30 Aug 2007

NIE celebrated Teachers’ Day this year with a Learning Festival and Awards 
Ceremony for the Passion Award and NIE Club Award.

Organised for the second time by BA Club, Learning Festival II 
comprised various workshops facilitated by lecturers and student teachers.  Classes 
were cancelled from 10.30 am to 2.30 pm on 30 Aug to enable the Learning Festival 
to take place.  A total of 325 students and staff took part in 18 workshops.  They had 
a wonderful time learning things like Basic German, Balloon Twisting, Doodling, 
Guitar playing, Bento Packing, Make up, Mooncake Making and many others.  The 
18 workshops proved to be a hit with participants and many give positive feedback 
of their learning journeys.  Some even requested for extensions and repeats of 
workshops.

Besides workshops, there was also a bazaar at level 1 of Student Hub, selling 
teaching resources.  Student teachers always welcome such bazaar as they would fi nd 
some very useful teaching materials which they could use later in schools.

After Learning Festival, Director NIE presented 2 awards in the afternoon — The 
Passion Award to 12 teachers and The NIE Club Award to 3 winning clubs.

The Passion Award, introduced in 2005, is given to newly graduated student 
teachers for their dedication, commitment and invaluable service to the NIE 
community during their course of study at NIE. Two of the most deserving 
candidates will be awarded the Passion Award Honour Category.

The teachers who were awarded the 2007 
Passion Award are as follows:

Passion Award Honour 
Category
1. Renee Yuanna Sulaiman
2. Muhammad Sherefudin Bin Jamal

Passion Award 
  1. Adrain Leow Yoke Tzu
  2. Arivalagan s/o Rajangam
  3. Carolyn Qiu Wanhui 
  4. Mohammed Azuan Tan Bin Hasan Tan
  5. Muhammad Jabbar Bin Jaafar 
  6. Muhammad Sulaiman Bin Othman
  7. Nadia Azilla Binte Rahman
  8. Samuel Huan Weiguang 
  9. Thevarajan s/o Nagarajan   
10. Zack Subramaniyan Senthil
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Mrs Seah-Lee Moi Fong
Foundation Programmes Offi ce

The winners of NIE Club Award 2007 are:

GOLD Award
Physical Education & Sports Science 
(PESS) Club

SILVER Award
Bachelor of Science (BSc) Club

BRONZE Award
Bachelor of Arts (BA) Club

Clubs who were presented with 
certifi cates of recognition include:

• Physical Education & Sports Science
   (PESS) Club

The NIE Club Award is to recognise 
NIE sub-clubs that have contributed 
signifi cantly to student life on campus 
on/or contributed to NIE in terms of 
promoting the brand name of NIE, and 
undertaken projects to serve the Institute 
community.

Three clubs are selected for the 
award every year - one Gold, one Silver 
and one Bronze.  All clubs irrespective 
of whether they are winners will each 
be given a certifi cate of recognition.  
Winning clubs receive a cash award to be 
used for clubs activities in the following 
academic year.  The cash award is valued 
at $500 for Gold, $300 for Silver and $200 
for Bronze.

• Bachelor of Science (BSc) Club
• Bachelor of Arts (BA) Club
• Chinese Language Education and
   Research (CLEAR) Club
• NIE Green Club
• Service Learning Club
• Tamil Language Club
• Malay Language & Cultural Society

Teachers and student leaders were happy 
with the awards. They felt appreciated 
for their efforts in making NIE a vibrant 
campus.

The winners of NIE Club Award 2007 are: • Bachelor of Science (BSc) Club
• Bachelor of Arts (BA) Club
• Chinese Language Education and

Learning to salsa!

Making ice-cream

Prof Lee getting cooking tips!



captions

14

BSc Club organized its 3rd Overseas 
Educational Experience to Thailand 
from 26th December 2007 to 3rd 

January 2008 and 19 NIE student teachers 
embarked on this ‘QueST’.

Our fi rst stop was Buriram; we visited 
a few government schools — Ban Nong 
Mah School, Burirampit and Lam Plai Mat 
Pattana (LPMP). We were impressed at 
the hexagonal classrooms where pupils’ 
work fi lled the six walls. The principal, 
Mr Wichian, explained that LPMP 
focused a lot on integrated learning and 
the pupils can learn from every corner of 
the hexagonal classroom which a square 

BSc – Thailand Trip

classroom could not accomplish.
We also conducted a Math workshop 

for the primary school teachers in 
Buriram. Amidst the language barrier that 
we faced, the teachers understood us and 
were very eager to implement the teaching 
strategies that were shared.

Our second stop was Bangkok where 
we visited Satit Kaset Demostration 
School. There were a few programmes 
in the school such as the International 
Program. Pupils with learning disabilities 
such as autism were included in the 

Olivia Lum
QueST Team Leader

Regular Program which aims at being 
an inclusive society. It also teaches 
normal students to be more sensitive and 
inclusive of their special peers.

During our short stay, we learnt about 
the diverse education in Thailand and 
build friendship with the teachers. We 
look forward to share our experiences and 
knowledge to the NIE community in time 
to come.

The lovely students 
in the country with a 
thousand smiles.
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A team of 17 NIE trainee teachers 
embarked on a service learning 
expedition to Anusarnsunthorn 

School for the Deaf in Chiangmai, 
Thailand from the 7th to the 21st 
December 2007. Project HUH! (Help Us 
Hear) was collaboration between the NIE 
Service Learning Club, Rotary Jurong 
Town, Rotary Chiangmai and Superseed 
Computers.

Project HUH! set out to fulfi l two 
primary objectives which were to equip 
teachers in Anusarnsunthorn School with 
ICT skills and to construct a playground 
for the hearing-impaired students. 

SLC – Thailand

IT workshop in progress

Haliah Kwan
Bachelor of Arts (Ed), Year 3

A team of 17 NIE trainee teachers A team of 17 NIE trainee teachers A embarked on a service learning A embarked on a service learning A 

SLC – Thailand

Alongside these main objectives, the team 
also conducted classes in Art and Frisbee 
as well as improved the aesthetic appeal 
of the school library.

IT workshops covering Microsoft 
Offi ce software like Powerpoint, Excel 
and Word and Adobe Photoshop. 
Teachers from Anusarnsunthorn School 
were taught how to use the software to 
maximize work effi ciency as teachers were 
still using traditional chalk and board type 
of teaching.

At the same time, construction of the 
playground dubbed ‘Anusarnsuthorn 
Playland’ began from a plot of land. From 
mixing the sand and gravel to laying the 
cement, the construction soon took off to 
its debut. Other trainees lent a helping 
hand as well to accentuate the aesthetic 
value of the playground.

The fi nale of Project HUH! delivered 
with a bang through a Frisbee competition 
for the hearing-impaired students 
and a cultural exchange programme 
between Project HUH! members and 
Anusarnsunthorn School.

A 
School for the Deaf in Chiangmai, 
Thailand from the 7th to the 21st 
December 2007. Project HUH! (Help Us 
Hear) was collaboration between the NIE 
Service Learning Club, Rotary Jurong 
Town, Rotary Chiangmai and Superseed 
Computers.

Project HUH! set out to fulfi l two 
primary objectives which were to equip 
teachers in Anusarnsunthorn School with 
ICT skills and to construct a playground 
for the hearing-impaired students. 

A 

Project HUH! members before 

departing to Chiangmai @ 

Budget Terminal. Not in set: 

Akhila-Leader, Bashir-Co 

Leader & Faizul.

Thai counterparts in their 
Fashion Runway

Anusarnsunthorn Playland

NIE trainees doing the “man’s” job
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SLC – Team MAYA

The expedition to Sikkim has been nothing but 
fulfi lling for all of us in Team MAYA. During 
our 18 days of expedition, we collaborated 

with Padma Odzer Choeling (POC) School and 
Lepcha Cottage in two areas namely education and 
infrastructure.

We conducted programmes such as Celebrate 
English,  EveryDay Science and Fun with Stencils. Being 
trainee teachers, pedagogies that were taught in NIE 
were put to practice to enhance our lesson delivery. We 
had Cultural Day where we introduced our multiracial 
culture and a Soccer Carnival, where it kicked off the 
barrier between Team MAYA and POC, bonding us 
closer together.

We helped POC to set up a greenhouse and furnished 
their recreation room with murals, and games. We also 
went over to Lepcha Cottage to paint, put up word tiles, 
food pyramid and our team logo.

Given a chance, Team MAYA would readily return to 
Sikkim to experience the love 
and joy of this expedition all 
over again.

Nur Liyana Saine
Co-Leader

The expedition to Sikkim has been nothing but 
fulfi lling for all of us in Team MAYA. During 

English,  EveryDay Science and Fun with Stencils. Being 

We helped POC to set up a greenhouse and furnished 

went over to Lepcha Cottage to paint, put up word tiles, 

Given a chance, Team MAYA would readily return to 

Advocating for endangered species

Working with lovely kids

Children of POC
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were appreciative and showed fervent 
interest in the things we taught. We then  
took 3 days to do up a Low Altitude 
Nursery. While it was tedious and many 
of us were greenhorns to gardening, all the 
effort spent was worthwhile. The project 
was even featured in the local Sikkim 
papers, which made the team very proud!

Ang Qian Ling
Team Member, BA Yr1

Team Demazong embarked on 
an environmental conservation 
trip to Sikkim, Yuksam, with the 

objective of helping the locals with their 
environmental conservation efforts. With a 
total number of 12 members, we managed 
to set up 30 waste bins around Yuksam 
village, Khecheopalri Lake and the 
waterfall area.  We also put up signages 
around the lake, all of which were done 
up and painted by the team.

SLC – Team Demazong

Apart from this, we also went on a 3 
day visit to Yuksam Government School to 
send out messages about the importance 
of loving the environment. It is done 
through activities such as a poster design 
competition, garbage collection, a talk on 
recycling and a showcase of products that 
can be made from unwanted materials.

The team also donated an OHP 
coupled with transparencies, storybooks, 
dictionaries and stationery. The children 

Team Demazong and the local NGOs

Talk on Littering after the Garbage 
collection

Weeding at low altitude nursery bedPoster designing at Yuksam Govt 
High School

Team Demazong  at work — painting 
litter bins

No Smoking  sign done by 

Demazong at the Khecheopalri Lake

Path created for the low altitude 
nursery bed
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From BlockHeads to
BlogHeads

“From BlockHeads to BlogHeads” was a workshop where 
BlockHeads — people who are unsure how to blog learnt how to 
blog in the hope that at the end of the workshop, they will be fully 

equipped BlogHeads.
This was a second blogging workshop conducted by the NIE Green 

Club in collaboration with the Naked Hermit Crabs on 19th Oct 2007. This 
series of workshops aims at sharing the natural reserves found in Singapore 
through blogging.

If you are wondering what can be found on such a small island like 
Singapore, you will be surprised to know the following details:

The Great Barrier Reef has about a coral species count of about 400, while in 
Singapore, although our reef size is much smaller than the Great Barrier Reef, 
we have a coral species count of about 200! 
Thus, nature is not far away from our doorstep! July Lin

BSc (Ed) Year 3
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July Lin
BSc (Ed) Year 3

Chek Jawa – 
Our Outdoor Classroom

On the eastern part of Pulau Ubin lies Chek 
Jawa, a place made famous not only by 
the media but also what nature has to 

offer. In collaboration with the Naked Hermit 
Crabs (NHC), NIE Green Club organised a guided 
walk for NIE students to this very beautiful place 
on 8 Sep 2007.

Led by volunteer guides from NHC, 
participants were treated to interesting facts about 
the fl ora and fauna found around Chek Jawa and 
stories about Pulau Ubin, Chek Jawa and Pulau 
Sekudu, a small island near to Chek Jawa.

Interested to read more about the trip? Visit 
our blog  http://niegreenclub.blogspot.com/ 

So if you are a student from NIE and interested in:
• Conducting nature walks or outdoor lessons for
    your students in the future
• Discovering more about nature
• Exploring the wild spots of Singapore

Why not join us by contacting July at
niegreenclub@gmail.com

Events include:
Blogging Workshop for kids on our shores in 
Jan 08.
Heritage Walk at Yunan Gardens @ NTU in Jan 
and Mar 08.

On the eastern part of Pulau Ubin lies Chek 



he Pan Pacific Hotel Ballroom was packed
with business delegates, journalists,
university students and honoured by the

presence of ambassadors from the South-east
Asian regions on the 30th November 2007. The
scene was not overtly bustling with movements
but unruffled and specialized with participants
waiting to question policies and clarify current
crises. Amongst the many exigent questions
solicited by business officials was an interesting
one which was met by fairly audible smiles
and urgent whispers: Is ASEAN possibly on
its way to having a peacekeeping council like
the UN? The other topic that was privileged at
the forum was also on the ASEAN Identity,
much like the way European identity has
brought about business, political and social
benefits. Can we create an identity in which
we call ourselves ASEANS and not by the
specific regions we are citizens of?

On the speakers’ side, His Excellency (HE)
Mr. Ong Keng Yeong, outgoing Secretary-
General of ASEAN often highlighted the
ASEAN way of doing things – Talking things
out, which was the very notion upheld by

incoming Secretary-General Dr. Surin
Pitsuwan, Deputy Leader Democrat Party,
Thailand in his palpably emotional and
inspirational speech amongst the other more
decorous talks on the ASEAN blueprint,
ASEAN Charter and security issues
surrounding the South-east Asian regions.

It was a rewarding afternoon for six of us
from the ASEAN club to have had the honour
of attending this forum where we had learnt a
lot about the political and business scenes most
specifically in Indonesia and Vietnam and
ample opportunity to speak with key political
and business icons. One of whom was the
Chairman of the Singapore Institute of
International Affairs, Associate Professor Simon
Tay whose amiable nature got us smiling more
than we thought we would. Professional in
manner and humble in nature, as the event
organizer, he had asked our opinions on the
forum and if we benefited from it. We had one
answer – Undoubtedly, yes!

Hi everyone,

Ever thought of trying out something new but did not
have the chance to? Or because they were too expensive?
Fret not!

We bring to you – Learning Festival 2006!

This is the time where you can join the classes you have
always wanted to; henna painting, dragon-boating and
even learning to speak Thai to shop! Interesting right?

Bring along your friends and join this event. And I’m
sure that you will learn something at the end of it all!
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The Psychology Clinic provides psychological and counselling services to
National Institute of Education student teachers, Nanyang Technological
University staff and students and to the general public offering affordable
psychological services and counselling to a high standard.

A medical referral is not required.

Appointments can be arranged by phoning the clinic at this number 6790 3318.

Psychology Clinic

Publication Team

REFLECTREFLECT

The Psychology Clinic operates on an

appointment basis (9.00 am – 9.00 pm).

The Psychology Clinic is located in the

basement of the Education building

(Block 2) at the National Institute of Education.

Aisha Farhana
Chairperson, ASEAN Club
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